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The Salopian Annals by Henry Pidgeon

The Salopian Annals written by Henry Pidgeon (1806-71), later in life a chemist in the
High Street and the town’s borough Treasurer, are not a new discovery for they have been
drawn on by previous historians of Shrewsbury. However, a full transcript of the Annals
to improve their accessibility has long been a desiderata. We have answered this need
with the transcript which follows.

There were seven volumes of the Annals which Pidgeon numbered I to VII, but volumes
Il and 111 are not known to survive. The other five were acquired by Shrewsbury Public
Library and are now in Shropshire Archives. The seventh volume ends abruptly part way
through so in reality we have four and a half volumes.

Our purpose in producing the transcript was primarily to make the contents of the Annals
available to the researchers preparing VCH Shropshire, VI, part two, the thematic account
of the city of Shrewsbury. The utility of the transcription is so great that we make it
available here and on the VCH Shropshire website. But it is a working text, a transcript,
not an edition. The scholarly apparatus which might usefully be provided has not been
attempted. There are doubtless inconsistencies in presentation to be ironed out. The
transcribers worked from images of the Annals: we have left the image numbers in place
so that checks can be made on readings of the text without recourse to the original
documents.

We have not attempted discover how much of the material in the Annals also appears in
the Shrewsbury newspapers. We do not know the extent to which the Annals are
derivative of them or alternatively how much of the Annals was published by Pidgeon
elsewhere, either locally or in a national publication such as the Gentleman’s Magazine
(to which he was an occasional contributor).

If this were explored, then it might also be possible to explain what Pidgeon’s motivation
was in writing. And if this could be understood better, then we might also learn why he
stopped so abruptly, part way through a volume. It a matter of regret that Pidgeon did not
continue into the mid-1830s. An account by him of political activity in the town during
the years of Reform could not be other than valuable especially given his conservative
leanings.

The transcript is the work of several hands. Nicola Bramah-Taylor, Peter Everall and
Richard Hoyle all did sections, but the larger part of the work fell to Janice Cox who on
several occasions outpaced my ability to send her more photographs from which to work.
The whole text has been read against the originals by Tony Carr. We are grateful to them
all for their contribution and hope they draw pleasure from the finished production.

R. W. Hoyle
February 2023

The revised text tidies up some presentational matters. The text itself is unaltered. A short
description of the manuscripts and Pidgeon’s way of working has been added.

October 2025
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The manuscripts of the Salopian Annals

The extant volumes of the Salopian Annals are five hardbacked notebooks, the first 6.4
inches wide and 7.8 inches tall, the other four slightly larger at 7.8 inches wide and 10
inches tall. All have half leather spines: the boards are covered with marbled paper. The
pages themselves were unruled. The first of the five books bears an auction sticker *573’:
the last has a stationer’s label of James Hall of Shrewsbury.

The books have title pages of increasing sophistication with illustrations in monochrome
watercolour.

Vol. I. Simple lettering in Pidgeon’s hand, ‘Salopian Annals | Vol i | 1823 | by | Henry
Pidgeon’.

Vol IV has a watercolour drawing of the Loggerheads placed centrally on the page, which
reads ‘Salopian Annals | Vol 1V | [loggerheads] | A.D. 1826 | Henry Pidgeon,
Shrewsbury’. At the head of the first page is a small watercolour of a scroll with foliage
surrounding it, the scroll reading ‘1826, Henry Pidgeon’. The heading to the entries for
1827 at p. 73 has a monochrome watercolour of a river with the ruined keep of a castle on
a bluff on its far side, with stepping stones over the river, and trees to the left and right.

Vol V also has the loggerheads placed centrally on the title page. The text reads ‘Salopian
Annals | vol v | [loggerheads] A, D, [sic] 1627 | Henry Pidgeon, Shrewsbury’. The head of
the first page has a small centrally-placed monochrome watercolour image of a chest
tomb, the side of the tomb bearing the slogan ‘1827 by Henry Pidgeon’. Behind is the
silhouette of two church spires (St Mary’s and St Alkmund’s) in the distance.

Vol VI has a half title page as before. The head of the first page is a full page-width
monochrome watercolour view of Shrewsbury from the north looking over the Severn,
with the Abbey to the left and the spires to the right as they appear in the illustration in
the previous book. There is a group of three people in the foreground with what may be
baskets. A seated figure with his back to the artist is playing a recorder to two women.
There are cattle to the left and in the middle distance, apparently with a figure tending to
the latter.

Vol VII has a plain title page like volume | bearing the text ‘Salopian Annals | vol vii | by
Henry Pidgeon | A. D. 1830°. The following page (unnumbered by Pidgeon) has a full
width view of Shrewsbury showing the spires, castle etc, with the rays of the sun breaking
through clouds. There are two figures on a road with fence rails in the foreground.

The late Tony Carr suggested to me that the watercolours were not Pidgeon’s work, but
were done for him by his mentor, the Shrewsbury school master David Parkes (1763-
1833) whose expertise as an artist is well testified.

The first volume has an index by Pidgeon at the rear. The middle three have indexes
loosely inserted; the last has no index, perhaps because the book was, for whatever
reason, never completed.

The Annals are very clean and without amendment or correction. One assumes that
Pidgeon drafted out his text before copying it into the book: the appearance may be that
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he entered a sizeable section of text at a time. He wrote his account on the right hand page
(recto) only. The left hand page was left blank and used for updates to the text on the
right. A few of these follow a considerable period after the events described on the right,
but most come fairly soon afterwards. Our practice has been to integrate the additional
text on the left into the main account of the right. We have tried to ensure that the
additional text will be readily distinguishable.

October 2025
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SALOPIAN ANNALS, I, 1823-4

SA, 6001/3055

[IMG_7581]
[unfoliated]

Salopian Annals
Vol |
1823

By Henry Pidgeon

[fo. 1r]
[IMG_7582]

Salopian Annals 1823 by Henry Pidgeon

Battlefield. Two ancient shields have recently been ploughed up at Battlefield, which no
doubt were worn at the celebrated Battle of Shrewsbury. The smaller one which is the
handsomest is supposed to have been worn by the horse soldier and the largest by the
foot. The former one is supposed to have belonged to some officer of rank. It is 1 foot in
diameter and weighs 2% pounds. They are in the possession of Sir Andrew Corbett. The
largest shield is 1% feet in diameter and weighs 5% pounds. January 10th 1823.

Disease.

The small pox and measles are very prevalent in our town, especially among the lower
orders of people, the dwellings of which in general are not kept clean and properly
ventilated. January 11th.

Insolvent Debtors. Thursday January 16.

A meeting of between 40 and 50 inhabitants was held in the [fo. 2r] [IMG_7583] Town
Hall according to a requisition having been sent to the Mayor, for the purpose of
considering the propriety of petitioning Parliament at the next session either for a repeal
or an amendment of the Acts for the Relief of Insolvent Debtors. The Mayor in the chair.
Petitions to both Houses of Parliament was resolved upon.

Samaritan Society. Sunday January 19th.
Two sermons were preached in St. John’s Chapel by the Rev. John Chettle, minister, in
aid of the funds of the Good Samaritan Society. The collections were £12 8s. 8d.

Mortality.

I have unquestionable authority for stating that there now lies dead in the parish of St.
Chad 27 persons, an epidemic disease is very prevalent generally affecting the old and
young. January 23rd.
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The weather. The frost for the last fortnight has been extremely severe, in consequence
of which our river soon admitted of a passage over and has afforded amusement to a great
number of [fo. 3r] [IMG_7585] skaiters [sic], sliders, &c. There was a heavy fall of snow
this evening. Saturday January 25th.

Mem[orandum]. A very rapid thaw, our streets afford a dangerous passage in
consequence of the great thickness of ice which had formed over them. Tuesday 28th.

1823

Died 4 January in Bryanstone Street, Portman Square, London, Teresa the wife of Robert
Selby and sister to the Earl of Shrewsbury in the 62 year of her age.

Died 10 January. Rev. John Eyton M.A. vicar of Wellington and rector of Eyton for 20
years, aged 45. He was the author of 2 volumes of sermons and an accomplished
preacher.

John Craig, Esquire. The remains of John Craig, Esquire who died on the 30th of
January were interred in the cemetery belonging to Swan Hill Chapel, which was
crowded to excess to witness the solemn ceremony. 10th February.

The Rev. Thomas Weaver, minister, improved his death from the words of the wise
man “A time to die’ on the Sunday following. Mr Craig was a gentleman much respected
and esteemed in the town.

[fo. 2v] [IMG_7584] Mr Craig with the exception of a few legacies has left his extensive
property to his brother the Rev. James Craig a minister of the Scotch Kirk.

[fo. 3v] [IMG_7586]
1823 26 February. Rev. E. P. Owen son of Archdeacon Owen is instituted to the vicarage
of Wellington and rectory annexed.

[fo. 4r] [IMG_7587]

Mortality. On referring to the registers of three of our churches it is found that there have
been 70 interments in the parish of St. Chad, 56 at St. Mary and 28 at St. Julian’s since
the 1st of January. There were 8 graves opened in one day in St. Chad’s church yards. 27
February.

High Sheriff. John Mytton, Esquire, of Halston is appointed High Sheriff of Shropshire
for the ensuing year.

Shropshire Lent Assize

March 19. The High Sheriff was escorted into town this morning by a numerous body of
his tenantry &c who afterwards accompanied him to Emstrey to meet the judges of
Assize, who were brought into town amid the ringing of bells and other usual
demonstrations of respect on which the Commission of Assize was opened.

On Thursday morning they proceeded to St. Chad’s church where the Rev. H. C.
Cotton, curate of Great Ness, preached a sermon from 1 Peter, 2 chapter, 13 and 14
verses. After their return from church the business of Assize was commenced. The
calendar contains 34 prisoners.
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[fo. 4v] [IMG_7588]

1823 31 March. Died in his 70th year Sir Corbet Corbet, Baronet of Adderley Hall,
County [of] Salop. He was chairman of the Quarter Sessions for 22 years. Having died
without issue the baronetcy is extinct, but he has left his extensive estates to Richard
Corbet, Esquire, second son to Sir Andrew Corbet of Acton Reynald Hall, county [of]
Salop.

[fo. 5r] [IMG_7589]

Execution. March 24. John Newton aged 40 was executed for the murder of his wife at
Severn Hall near Bridgnorth; over the lodge in front of our County Gaol. He was a farmer
and is said to have held about 200 acres, at the place above mentioned.

Easter. March 30th. Being Easter Sunday the body corporate attended divine service at
St. Chad’s, where the Rev. John Langley, curate, preached.

Market Hall Clock. The Market Hall clock dial regilded, it was scarcely distinguishable
before.

St. Chad’s Schools. Sunday April 13th. Two sermons were preached at St. Chad’s in aid
of the Girls School on Dr. Bells system and the Boy’s Sunday School, in the morning by
the venerable Archdeacon Corbet from Proverbs 22, 6 verse and in the evening by the
Rev. Edward Burton M. A. from Matthew 19 and 21 verse. The collections were £61 13s.
3Y%d.

Birthday King George. April 23. Being the day his Majesty’s birth day was observed,
ringing &c.

[fo. 5v] [IMG_7590]
1823 Died May 7. Rev. Edmund Dana, vicar of Wroxeter 50 years, aged 83. He was a
very eccentric character.

[fo. 6r] [IMG_7591]

Florists Society. Thursday May 1st. The first annual meeting of a society lately formed in
this town under the title of the ‘Shropshire Florists Society’ was held at the Crown Inn,
after the exhibition of flowers &c and the general business of the meeting had concluded,
the members sat down to an excellent dinner and spent the evening amid the ‘blossoms of
friendship’.

Samaritans Society. Sunday May 4. The annual meeting of the Good Samaritans Society
was held in St. John’s Chapel, from the report, then read, it appears that 88 cases have
been relieved during the past year with the sum of £46 14s. 11d. There is a balance of
nearly £7 due to the treasurer.

Infirmary. Edward William Smythe Owen, Esquire, has accepted of the office of
treasurer to our Infirmary.

Barge sunk. A barge laden with manure sunk this evening at the English Bridge.
Saturday May 10. This barge was got up on the 12" June with the assistance of two large
trows and a number of men. The cargo was washed away and the barge much injured. H.
P.
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[fo. 7r] [IMG_7593]

Rev. John Palmer. Thursday May 15th. It is with regret | have to record the death of the
Rev. John Palmer which took place this morning at his residence ‘Enon Cottage’” aged 55
years, having exercised pastoral jurisdiction with exemplary perseverance and diligence
over the Baptist Church in this town for upwards of 26 years and which he resigned last
year in consequence of ill health. Mr. P[almer] as a preacher was plain and forcible, in his
character possessed of many peculiarities, and original ingenuity, in reference to his
preaching | cannot do better than refer to a sermon which he preached and afterwards
published in 1817 on the death of the Princess Charlotte, a copy of which was presented
to her Royal Father, who very graciously received the same and desired Sir Benj[amin]
Bloomfield to express his acknowledgement to Mr. Palmer. As regards his peculiarities
and ingenuity, his residence which was of his own construction, will show in some
measure the figure of his mind particularly in social life* and his experiments in
suspension bridges for which he obtained a patent, will be a monument of his ingenuity.

* Near Salop’s Castle’s antiquated pile, A lonely cottage stands in humble style.

[fo. 6v] [IMG_7592]
The substance of the annexed memoire was forwarded to the Gent[leman’s] Mag[azine].
H. P.

[fo. 8r] [IMG_7594]

Corporation

Whitsunday May 18. The Corporation preceded by the staff of the Shropshire Militia
attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s Church where the Rev. John Topp preached, Mr.
Langley being prevented through indisposition.

Trinity Sunday May 25. The Rev. Hamlet Harrison, Rector of a portion of Pontesbury,
preached from 16 chap St. Mark and part 16 ver, “He that believeth not shall be damned”
being an explanation of the Athanasian Creed, which he endeavoured to prove, was
neither “unintelligible” or “uncharitable.”

Rev. J. Langley, Curate of St. Chad’s, preached in the evening on the subject of the
Trinity when the annual anthem usually sung on Whitsunday was performed. It was taken
from the 23rd psalm.

The Rev. Palmer’s seat a man sincere
Beloved by many a Christian pilgrim near
Airy and pleasant is the fav’rite spot

On which the sound Divine has built his cot.
Enon Cottage a poem

[fo. 9r] [IMG_7595]
St. Julian’s Bells
Friday May 30. St. Julian’s bells rehung and rung for the first time.

Shrewsbury Show
Monday June 2. Our ancient pageant called the show was celebrated with more spirit than
has been known for many years. The order of procession was as follows:
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Crispin and Crispanus on horseback followed by the Master Shoemakers

Master Tailors preceded by a man with his shield and buckler

Master Butchers preceded by their king

Master Builders preceded by a representation of King Henry 8th

Apprentice Bricklayers preceded by a king on horseback

Master and apprentice Sadlers preceded by a caprisoned [sic] horse led by a groom.
Each of the companies were followed by their respective Wardens and accompanied by
their music, flags, banners etc, the whole exhibiting a lively picture of former days.

About a hour afterwards, the Mayor, Rice [fo. 10r] [IMG_7596] Wynne esq., and several
members of the Corporation followed the Trades and visited each of the arbours and the
day was spent by the several companies with the greatest hilarity and it was past 10
o’clock before the Mayor and gentlemen with many others returned much invigorated
with the essence of barley corn. It rained unfortunately the whole of the evening.

Memorandum

Soon after the civil authorities had set out for Kingsland several males and females of a
sect who last year introduced themselves into our town under the titles of Primitive
Methodists, or ‘Ranters’, assembled in the Market Hall and began singing after which one
of their preachers offered up a prayer and ere it was concluded, two drummers and a fifer
belonging to a recruiting party, commenced their music, to ‘out noise’ if possible that of
the Ranters and disperse them and really the ‘music of the drum’, the singing of the
Ranters and the noise of the rabble was a scene quite ludicrous. In the midst of all,
however, the Ranters began their exhortation or sermon, levelling their [fo. 11r]
[IMG_7597] observations chiefly against the attendants of the show whom they asserted
were in ‘the broad way’ holding out in the most threatning [sic] manner and plainest
language, the punishments which would be inflicted on such transgressors. The confusion
and noise however increasing, the fanatical spirit of the Ranters became excited and their
enthusiasm burst forth, not in love, but in anger. A general scuffle ensued which ended in
several battles. The good people quickly dispersing doubtless to a place of greater
security.

A scene similar to the above took place this day the two preachers however were taken
before the magistrates. Tuesday 3rd.

Cavalry June 4th
The Cavalry (Shrewsbury) completed their eight days training. They have introduced a
good band of music.

Dominican Friary

Workmen commenced levelling the ground in that part of the meadow adjoining St.
Marys Water Lane on the site where old people say a building called the blockhouse
stood, for the purpose of erecting a house and warehouse and forming a wharf. The land
is the [fo. 12r] [IMG_7599] property of Mrs. Corbet, who has granted a lease of it to a
company and being an interesting spot in ancient and modern periods of our local history,
has required a reservation of whatever antiquities may be discovered. June 5th.

[fo. 11v] [IMG_7598]
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N.B. Since writing the annexed, portions of an old foundation have been dug up, the
cement of which is harder than the stone. This is conjectured to have belonged to one of
the towers which flanked the adjoining gateway.

[fo. 12r] [IMG_7599] [cont.]

Saturday June 7

A human skeleton in a most perfect state of preservation of between 6ft 4in and 6ft 5in
long was dug up at the Dominican Friars now called the Union Wharf, with several
skulls, bones etc. The ground has an unusual fetid smell from which circumstance we
may conjecture that this part was probably the burial place of the Church.

Bible Society. Sunday June 8th

Two sermons were preached in St. Chad’s church in aid of the funds for the British and
Bible Society, in the morning by the Rev. E Bather, Vicar of Meole, and in the evening
by the Rev. G. Swinney, Curate of St. Leonard’s, Bridgnorth. The collections amounted
to £43. 10s. Od.

Visitation. Thursday 12th
The Venerable Archdeacon Owen held his primary visitation in St. Chad’s church. The
Rev. E. Bather preached the sermon usual on such occasions from 2 Cor 4c 5v

[fo. 13] [IMG_7600]

Baptists. June 12th

The Rev. Manoah Kent, having received a unanimous “call’ was ordained Pastor of the
Baptist church. The chapel was crowded to excess to witness the ceremony which in
Shrewsbury is very rare.

Waterloo Day

Wednesday June 18 being the anniversary of the ever memorable battle of Waterloo the
morning was ushered in by a fine peal on St. Chad’s bells, from the tower of which
church and Lord Hill’s Column floated Union flags.

1823 July
Bible Society. July 2
The annual meeting of Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society took place in the Town Hall
and was very numerously attended. Archdeacon Corbett President.

Wesleyan Missions. Sunday July 6

Two sermons were preached in St. John’s Chapel in aid of the Wesleyan Missions by Dr.
Taft of Birmingham. On Monday the annual meeting was held in the same chapel,
Jonathan Brookes Esq., Dorrington in the chair. The several collections amounted to
nearly £40.

[fo. 14r] [IMG_7601]

Agricultural Society. Tuesday July 8

The 14th anniversary of the Shropshire Agricultural Society held for the exhibition of
stock etc. The gentlemen afterwards dined at the Lion Inn where a motion was made to
consider of the propriety of dissolving the Society or supporting it with greater spirit.
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Confirmation. Friday July 11th

A Confirmation was held at St. Chad’s church by the Bishop of Chester who officiated
for our Venerable Diocesan. 648 males and 793 females received [amended in pencil to
underwent] that ordinance.

Summer Assize

Wednesday July 23rd

Sir James Allan Park Knt and Mr. Baron Hullock were escorted into town by the High
Sheriff, John Mytton Esq., and a great attendance of his tenantry, when the Commission
of Assize was opened.

On Thursday morning their Lordships attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s church
where the Rev. H.C. Cotton of Great Ness preached a sermon from 4 Deut 6v after which
Mr. Judge Park took his seat at the Crown Court and Baron Hullock presiding at the Nisi
Prius in which there is more cases than has been before known. The [fo. 15r] [IMG_7603]
Calendar is light containing the names of only 10 criminals.

At these Assizes the Company of Mercers brought an action against Mr. Hart, a
Mercer, in the High Street, for carrying on business without being a Freeman of the said
Company. The Plaintiffs obtained a verdict. The trial was highly interesting.

[fo. 14v] [IMG_7602]

Memorandom: 21 Aug

The Mercers Company dined together at the Lion in celebration of gaining their trial by
which they have fully established their right as a chartered body to fine all persons
exercising the trade of Mercers and without being a Freeman of the Company.

On Sunday 27 the judges attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s where the Rev. James
Wilding preached. Baron Hullock did not leave the court until 15 mins to 4 this morning.
The judges left town August 30th

[fo. 15r cont.]

Swan Hill schools Sunday Schools. Sunday August 10

Two sermons were preached at Swan Hill chapel by Dr. Raffles of Liverpool in aid of the
Sunday School connected with that place, that in the morning was from 2 Timothy 2 ch
19v. The collections amounted to £34 1s 4d.

St. Giles Church
Divine Service was performed at the little church of St. Giles this evening. The Rev. W.
G. Rowland preached from 5 Proverbsv 6, 7 & 8

National School

I should have stated above that the Mayor and several members of the Corporation and
the friends to the School on the National system accompanied the President, J. A. Lloyd
Esg., from the Town Hall to the Abbey Church where a sermon was preached by the Rev.
H. C. Cotton of Great Ness from Hosea 4 ch 6 v. He preached again in the afternoon at St.
Julian’s. Coll[ection] £57 14s. 4d.

[fo. 15v] [IMG_7604]
1822
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Died 31 Dec. at Bombay, the Reverend George Martin M.A. one of the chaplains to the
Hon. East India Company at that Station and Vicar of Great Ness, county Salop. He was
brother-in-law to the Duke of Athol.

[fo. 16r] [IMG_7605]

Dominican Friary

I have been much gratified in watching and learning the proceedings of the workmen at
the Dominican Friars, but have refrained from recording their discourses as they occurred
wishing to preserve them under one division in addition to those | have already noticed.
They have succeeded in clearing a considerable portion of the lower walls of the building
which exhibited three apartments about 30 feet in length and the breadth from 18 to 19
feet, the doors of which were of various sizes. In breaking open the walls some worked
stones have been taken out of the middle of them which it is conjectured have been taken
from the ruins of a building of still greater antiquity. A specimen of these stones is placed
on the top of the gable ends of the warehouse. Several capitals and numerous pieces of
mullions which from their size and workmanship doubtless formed part of a window of
large dimensions and several painted tyles [sic] and fragments of ancient stained glass
have been dug up and in removing a portion of the upper part of the bank to form a road
[fo. 17r] [IMG_7606] from the wharf to Castle Street several stone graves have been
discovered, the masonry of which was well finished and extremely thick. The interior
being formed so as nearly to fit the corpse. On cleaning them skeletons were found
encased in red sand but not the least vestige of anything in which the body might have
been wrapped. The bones, on being exposed to the air invariably separated and broke with
the slightest pressure.

The graves were made due East and West and judging from the height they were
above the floors of the ruins already noticed prove them to have been some subterraneous
chambers.

Mr. D. Parkes has taken a ground plan of the whole in its most interesting form.
August 12th.

[fo. 15v cont.]

Dominican Friary

I had a very good portion of the capital of a round pillar which | presented to Mr. W. A.
Leighton 1825

[fo. 17r cont.]

Castle Gates. Tuesday August 13

A meeting was held at the Town Hall pursuant to advertisement to take into consideration
the “best mode of obviating the dangers and difficulties attending the road up that
principal approach to the town at the Castle Gates.” A committee was formed to make
preliminary arrangements.

[fo. 18r] [IMG_7607]

Church Missionary Society. Tuesday August 26 Afternoon was preached at St. Chads
Church in aid of the Shropshire Church Missionary Association, by the Rev. W. Sibthorp
Minister of Tattershall Lincolnshire, from 4 Zech 6 and 7 verses, after which a collection
was made.

10
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The Annual Meeting was afterwards held in the County Hall Alderman W. Cludde in
the Chair. A deputation from the Parent Society attended.

St. Mary’s Chimes.

Chimes were formerly on the eight bells in St. Mary’s Tower (Mr Burney who died in
1789 having left £70 for that purpose) but in putting up the 2 additional trebles in 1812
they were much injured and have since that time ceased to play; this interesting music
however is again restored under the management and chiefly through the exertions of Mr
Dawson, a subscription having been opened among the Parishioners for effecting the
same. It is purposed that there be seven tunes, one for each day in the week, two of which
are now completed — viz ‘Lady Coventry’s Minuet” and the 100 Ps 6v. September 4th.

[fo. 19r] [IMG_7608]

Bellstone.

The large stone situated at the northern angle of the outer wall of the mansion called
Bellstone in Barker Street, and from which the house is supposed to have received its
name, was last week removed, and placed in the wall, in consequence of its size forming
a considerable projection in the street, which is now being under drained and repaired.
September 6th 1823.

St. Mary’s Tower.

Workmen have been since June employed in repairing the bell chamber windows of Saint
Mary’s tower and replacing the large ruined mullions of the North, South and West
windows and repairing the East and the arches of the others with Roman cement. The
pinnacles and battlements were put up in 1816 and 17 and the upper part of the spire was
repaired in 1818 and raised about 3ft. higher, making a total of 220 ft 2 inches.

It is to be hoped that early attention will be directed to the present ragged appearance
of the tower.

Having adverted to Saint Mary’s spire, it may be proper in this place to state that the
difference between the appearance of [fo. 20r] IMG_7609] this spire and that of St.
Alkmonds arises from the intake or tapering of St. Marys spire commencing immediately
at the base of the shaft, and also from the tabernacled openings of St. Marys spire not
decreasing in correct proportion with the tapering of the spire. (St. Alkmonds has bands
around the head of each open spire light.)

St. Alkmonds spire on the contrary rises from the tower on a pedestal or upright of
about fifteen feet before the intake begins, and the lights or openings are correctly
proportioned, if St. Mary’s spire had a pedestal of fifteen feet it might rise considerably
higher and would be the Rev. James Mattheson considers, stronger. September 10th.

Street Drains.
Workmen are now under draining the streets. September 11th.

Horse Races.

September 16, 17 and 18. The company on the Race Ground on Tuesday was rather
small, but on Wednesday and Thursday there was a numerous assemblage considering the
state of the harvest. The weather was fine.

[fo. 20v] IMG_7610]
St. Chads.

11
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Sunday 28 1823. I should have noticed on other side that a sermon was preached in St.
Chad’s Church by the Rev. A. Harrison from 4 Matt 16 verse in aid of the funds of the
Incorporated Society for the Education of the Poor in the principles of the Established
Church, under the Kings Letter. Mr H. in the course of his sermon said 40 or £50 ought to
be collected out of such a respectable congregation. The collection amounted to £20 6s.
0%2d.

[fo. 21r] [IMG_7611]

Infirmary Meeting.

The anniversary meeting of the friends and subscribers to the Salop Infirmary held at St.

Chad’s Church where a sermon was preached by the Rev. Edward Burton M.A. from Heb

12 c. 6 v. E. W. Smythe Owen Treasurer. The plates were held by Mrs. A. W. Corbet

supported by Robert Pigot Esq. of Patshull and the Hon. Isabella Forester supported by

R.W. Biddulph Esq. of Chirk castle. The collection amounted to £176 6s. 5%d.
September 28

New Mayor.
Sunday morning October 5th 1823 Jonathan Perry Esq. the new Mayor proceeded with
several members of the body corporate to his parish church, St. Alkmond’s where a
sermon was preached by the Curate, Rev. John Richards.

The musical peal of bells in the tower of this church which have not been rung but
once since 1820, owing to a mistaken alarm of endangering the spire, after the close of
the service, struck up a spirited peal.

Coleham School.

Oct. 5 Two sermons were preached in St. John’s chapel by the Dr. Taft in [fo. 22r]
[IMG_7612] St. Johns chapel in aid of the Sunday School connected with that place,
under the title of the Shrewsbury General Sunday School. The collections were £22 0s.
2Y2d.

Dominican Friary.
The workmen discovered another stone grave in the Dominican Friary. October 7th.

St Chad’s.

Sunday October 12th. The Rev. John Langley having been previously indisposed for
some months past preached this morning from 66 psalm the 8th and 8 following verses.
The discourse was expressive & of gratitude to God for his late mercies vouchsafed to
Mr. L.

Weather.

The weather has been in an unsettled state for some time and several parts of our county
have within these few days been visited by several thunderstorms, and strange as it may
appear thunder has not been heard in Salop until this day throughout the present year.
October 14th.

Bellringing.?

! sections of this entry have been heavily amended in pencil (which is followed here).
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Shrewsbury, it is well known has been remarked for its bellringing, though [fo. 23r]
[IMG_7613] not so much at the present time as it was formerly, from what cause this may
be attributed to is better known to those who practice the art.

The first regular society of ringers appears to have been established about the year
1776 of which a Mr James Wilding is the senior member, and Mr. R. Lloyd his zealous
successor in seniority, although prior to that time, this latter gentleman informed me,
several respectable gentlemen of the town used to meet, considering it no ignoble
amusement to join in a peal.

The union then formed, continued well, until some electioneering squabbles and
contentions, for a season caused a want of harmony among them. About 1811 the Union
again pealed together and continued with some cross changes until 1818 when it was
again closed until the present month.

Being an ardent lover of the science of ringing & bell harmony, | have frequently
regretted the long silence of St. Mary’s and St. Alkmond’s [sic] bells the latter having
been motionless until a few days since 1820, owing it is said to the frame of the bells
being too [fo. 24r] [IMG_7614/5] near the walls of the tower, which from causing a
considerable vibration, was thereby thought to endanger the spire.

St. Mary’s were in a similar state for about fourteen months, owing to the looseness
of the frame in which they were hung and having the same effect on the spire and
particularly on one of the pinnacles under which it was highly dangerous to pass, when
the tenor bell only was ringing; this was remedied by a few wedges being placed, so as to
steady the frame, and those fine bells after a long silence, now perform their usual share
of ringing since June 1822. And their melody floats along Sabrina’s stream. 14th October
1823.

Society promoting Christian Knowledge.

Sunday October 19th. The mayor, several members of the body corporate and friends of
the Salop District of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, proceeded from the
Town Hall to the Abbey Church where a sermon was preached by the Reverend Dr.
Forester from 2 Thess 3 ch 13 ver. The collection in aid of its funds amounted to £33.13s.
0d. Lord Forester the President was prevented attending through indisposition.

[fo. 25r] [IMG_7616/7]

Sick Mans Friend.

October 21. The 13th anniversary of the Sick Man’s Friend and lying in charity was held
in the school room of the chapel on Swan Hill. From the report which was read to the
meeting it appears the receipts were £146. 16s. 0d. and the disbursements were £162. 5s.
5d. leaving a balance of £15. 9s. 5d. due to the treasurer.

Weather.
We were rather surprised this evening by a fall of snow, accompanied with wind and sleet
which continued about 10 hours. October 30th.

Abbey Church.

The architectural designs which filled the upper part of the east window in the Abbey
Church were taken out and replaced by filling the four principal compartments with
angels, one in each, attired in rich drapery and holding a flowing label in old English
characters ‘Gloria Deo in Excelsis et in Terra Pax. In homines Benevolentia’. In the
corners are cherubs and the whole is surmounted by the Holy Lamb. Saturday November
1st.

13
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I should have stated that this alteration is at the expense of the Rev. Mr. W. G. Rowland.

[fo. 26r] [IMG_7618]

Agricultural Society.

November 13. A special meeting of the Agricultural Society took place at the Lion Inn for
the purpose of considering the propriety of dissolving it, when it was resolved so to do
after the distribution of premiums in July 1824.

Hunt week.
The attendance at the Shrewsbury Hunt this week was highly numerous and respectable.
Saturday November 15. Hon. R. H. Clive President.

Halston Family.
November 20. John Mytton esquire of Halston had a son and heir born.

Memorandum.
December 4th. A very high wind.

St. Alkmonds.

Sunday December 7th. There was no service at St. Alkmond’s today in consequence of
the alterations which must necessarily take place in the gallery prior to the erection of the
new organ which arrived on the 4th Inst.

St. Alkmonds.

Sunday December 21st. The new organ at Saint Alkmond’s was this [fo. 27r]
[IMG_7620] morning opened by Mr Davies who has been elected organist, and the
singers of the church; at night the Choral Society of the town lent their services Mr
Wynne presiding at the organ, and Mr Tomlins leader.

The Rev. J. Richards Curate of the church preached an interesting and appropriate
discourse from 135 psalm 2 and 3 verses, the church was crowded to excess, and the
collections amounted to £36.7s.0d.

The expense of the organ is | believe £180.

Christmas Day 1823 The body corporate attended Divine Service at St. Alkmund’s,
The Rev. J. Richards preached.

[fo. 26v] [IMG_7619]

1862 December 21st.

On the anniversary of the opening of the St. Alkmond’s organ, the Rev. C. E. L.
Wightman, Vicar of St. Alkmonds, preached a funeral sermon on the death of the Rev.
John Richards, who was buried at Shawbury on the previous Friday. The Rev. J. J. James
who read the evening prayer at the opening of the organ, died, this day December 21st
1862.

[fo. 27r contd]

December 31st 1823 Married

The Reverend Samuel Lee M.A. of Queens College Cambridge and Professor of Arabic
in that university to Mrs Palmer of Regent Street London.
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[fos. 28-31 blank]

[fo. 32r] [IMG 7621]

Salopian Annals 1824 by Henry Pidgeon.

Samaritan Society January 25th 1824
Two Sermons were preached in St. Johns Chapel by Mr Gill of Brosely in aid of the funds
of the Good Samaritan Society. £15. 11s. 2 % d was collected.

Bishop of Lichfield

Tuesday January 21st 1824.

Died at Richmond, Surrey in his 82nd year; The Rt. Hon and Rt Rev. James Cornwallis,
D.C.L., Earl Cornwallis Viscount Brome etc etc, Lord Bishop of this Diocese and over
which he has presided, forty two years, a longer period than any other Prelate ever
enjoyed its dignities. ‘He was the 80th Bishop since its institution in the Seventh
Century’.

Memorandum.
The month of January has been unusually mild for the season of year, but little frost has
been experienced, [fo. 33r] [IMG_7622] though much rain has fallen in the course of it.

Nothing particular has transpired relative to our Town, beside two or three meetings
having been held respecting the propriety of altering and improving the Holyhead Road
through it, at which much interesting discussion took place but no decisive plans were
determined upon.

Nor should I omit to mention the gratification Mr. C. A. Hulbert has excited amongst
his friends by the publication of a neat little book entitled A wreath of Ivy and Christmas
Wild Flowers. Though we cannot be said to envy the manner in which our author wishes
to depart out of this ‘vale of tears®, to his last sad “‘Home’, No! we would rather his
remains beneath the sod should lie, than our — “current shroud them when he die’. In fact,
we rather startle at the thought and would feelingly sympathize with him fondly indulging
the idea that these are his milder thoughts. Saturday January 31st.

[fo. 34r] [IMG_7623]

Sir Brooke Boothby died January 23 1824.

At Boulogne in his 80th year, Sir Brooke Boothby Bart of Ashbourn Hall Co. Derby.
He was a Burgess of our Town, and presented to the Corporation the Portraits of King
Charles 1st, and King William 3rd which now ornament the Grand Jury Room.
[remainder of the page blank]

[fo. 35r] [IMG_7625]

February 1824

Parliament. Monday February 2.

Parliament was opened this day by Commission. Rowland Hill Esq., moved the address in
the Commons.

Fox Hounds. Saturday February 7th

A meeting of several gentlemen who are desirous to establish by subscription a pack of
Fox Hounds to hunt this County, assembled at the Lion Inn. The result was that Sir B.
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Graham is to be requested to undertake the management of the pack provided a sufficient
subscription is obtained.

High Sheriff
John Wingfield Esg. of Onslow is appointed High Sheriff of our County for the year
ensuing.

Holyhead Road. Monday February 16.

A meeting at the Town Hall respecting the Holyhead Road. Justice Smith asked ‘what
were they going to do all this for? For the Irish he supposed, Why should we do it? We
get nothing by them!” At this meeting various plans were proposed, on [fo. 35v]
[IMG_7226] which a long and interesting discussion ensued and a subscription at length
entered into for improving the Holyhead line up the Wyle Cop.

[fo. 36r] [IMG_7627]

Public Stocks. Tuesday Feb 24th.

The punishment of confinement in the stocks has long been disused in this town. A pair
stood against the Market Hall but were removed some 18 years ago. A temporary pair
were fixed near to the Butter Cross, in which were placed two youths for gambling on the
Sabbath day. The novelty of this proceeding excited a concourse of spectators, and the
Rev. J. B. Blakeway in passing gave the offenders some admonitory advice.

Lecture St Chads. Thursday February 26 1824.

The lecture at St. Chads recommenced this evening, having been discontinued since the
close of last September in consequence of the indisposition of Mr. Langley, the Curate
and Lecturer. The congregation generally is small for so large and respectable a parish
and which induced a gentleman about two years ago, to enquire from the pulpit whether
‘these are the few out of so large a population that are seeking their way to Zion with their
faces thitherward?’

[fo. 37r] [IMG_7629]

New Bishop Lichfield

In the conclusion of last month | noticed the demise of the venerable Bishop of this
Diocese, and now record his successor, the Hon. and Rev. Henry Ryder D.D., late Bishop
of Gloucester, who was born in 1778 and is the seventh son of the late Nathaniel Lord
Harrowby and brother of the present Earl of Harrowby, Lord President of the Council.
Saturday February 28th

[fo. 36v] [IMG_7628]

The new Bishop underwent the ceremony of Installation in Lichfield Cathedral. April
27th.

H.P.

[fo.37r contd]

Married 10 February

E.W. Smythe Owen Esq. of Condover Park to Charlotte Maria, third daughter of the late
John Edward Maddocks Esqg. of Fron-lw [sic], Co.Denbigh

[fo. 38r] [IMG_7630]
Holyhead Road. Monday March 1st 1824
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A numerous meeting was held in the Town Hall relative to the improvement of the
Holyhead [Road] through our town, Lord Clive in the chair. An answer from the Town
Committee of Management which was read shewed that they are fully impressed with the
necessity of improving the Wyle Cop and are willing to contribute the sum of £400,
which is the utmost amount that can be so applied from their funds but they are of opinion
that the Wyle Cop can never be made good, either as a paved, or a broken stone road,
unless the water is well carried off by underdraining that street of which the following is
an estimate.

To under drain Wyle Cop, Dogpole and Ox Lane £260 0s. 0d.
Repaving footpaths, curbstones etc £64 0s. 0d.
McAdamising W(yle) Cop and Eng(lish) Bridge £310 0Os. 0d.
Removing projections and obstructions £35 0s. 0d.

£669 0s. 0d.

A subscription was accordingly opened to make up the deficiency. This was the final
meeting. H.P.

[fo. 39r] IMG_7631]

Tempest. March 3rd 9 o’clock a.m.

An awful hurricane visited our town with a considerable fall of snow and hail
accompanied by thunder and lightning. The tempest tore down a large limb from one of
the Quarry trees near the Rev. J. Rocke’s house which in falling, shattered the arms and
trunk of another tree across the walk.

Slavery. Monday March 8th
A petition having been presented to the Mayor, signed by 24 respectable gentlemen of the
town, requesting him to convene a meeting of the inhabitants to consider the propriety of
presenting a petition to the Honorable the House of Commons expressive of gratitude for
the means adopted by that House for ameliorating the condition of the slave population in
his Majesty’s colonies etc.

On the motion of the Venerable Archdeacon Corbett seconded by the Rev. Thos.
Oswell, a petition was resolved on. Joseph Loxdale Esq., in the absence of the Mayor
took the chair.

[fo. 40r] IMG_7633]
Lent Assize. Wednesday March 17th 1824
At an early hour this morning our town was all bustle in consequence of the High Sheriff,
John Wingfield Esq., proceeding at eight o’clock attended by his Javelin Men and a
numerous attendance of gentlemen and tradesmen to meet Mr. Justice Park and escort
him into town. At a few minutes before nine he arrived and, after opening the
Commission and partaking of breakfast, he proceeded to attend Divine Service at St.
Chad’s church where an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. Charles Wingfield,
the High Sheriff’s brother, from 4 chap. Amos and 13 verse, after which he proceeded
with the business of the Crown Court. The Calendar contains 53 prisoners.

Mr. Baron Garrow, who presided at the Nisi Prius did not arrive from Stafford until
12 o’clock. There were 16 causes.

The trial of Beacall and Wellings for embezzling certain sums of money belonging to the

Directors of the Shrewsbury House of Industry came on at these Assizes and excited
much interest. They were found guilty.
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[fo. 39v] IMG_7632]
Judgement on Beacall and Wellings was respited until next Assizes and their case in the
meantime will be left to the consideration of the 12 judges

[fo. 41r] IMG_7635]

St. Chad’s. Sunday March 21st

The Judges of Assize, attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s. The Rev. John Langley,
Curate of the Church, read the Service of the day and afterwards preached from the 3rd
and part of the 4th verses of the 3rd Chapter of Romans. He commenced his discourse by
saying that in every age of the World man has been led to disbelieve the oracles of God.
As instances thereof, he brought forward our first parents the Antediluvian Word, the
Jews etc and after a few brief remarks as to the import of the words of the text, he
proceeded to consider First the prevalence of unbelief, Secondly, the folly of such a
principle. Under the first point he said it was not his intention to bring forward what was
called infidelity, but to shew that there is a kind of secret unbelief which prevails in every
mind.

1. Man’s neglect of the word of God is unbelief.

2.  What neglect men discover in understanding the word of God; and what great things
are expected in direct opposition to it.

Some men do not imagine that all will be finally lost, that the wicked shall be turned
into Hell etc. Can such [fo, 42r] [IMG_7637] men be said to believe the word of God.
They certainly profess to believe that there is a God. They profess to believe that they
have an ‘immortal soul’, but make no provision for the day of judgement, living as
securely here as if the days and the years were their own, seemingly as if they had made a
covenant with death. Having pointed out the prevalence of unbelief, he proceeded,
Secondly, to shew the folly of such a principle which, in the first place, cannot avert those
evils it affects to despise. In confirming and reviewing what he had said in the former part
of his discourse, he said, shall Hell be divested of its torments, or its punishments limited?
Shall the nature and blessedness of Heaven be changed to mortal conceit? Is it probable?
Is it possible? Secondly, it enhances the evils whose practices it affects to deny. He held
out a caution to those who yield themselves to unbelief, to take heed lest they are
deceived, since we know that ‘he who believeth shall be saved but he that believeth not
shall be condemned’. In conclusion he urged his hearers to draw healing virtue from the
Gospel.

[fo. 43r] [IMG_7639]

Execution. Monday March 22nd 1824.

Richard Overfield aged 35 was executed for the murder of his child 4 months old by
administering sulphuric acid to it. After hanging the usual time his body was conveyed to
the Infirmary for dissection.

Conversion of Jews. Wednesday March 31.

A sermon was preached at St. Chad’s Church by the Rev. J. H. Stewart, minister of Percy
Hall Chapel, London, in behalf of the Society for the Conversion of the Jews. The
collection amounted to £16 12s. 4d.

St. Mary’s Organ. The noble front of St. Mary’s organ cleaned and varnished.

[fo. 44r] [IMG_7640]
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Execution. Saturday April 3 1824.
Richard Smith convicted at our late Assizes of a burglary at Priors Lee, was executed this
morning on which day he completed his 23rd year.

House of Industry. Tuesday 6 April.
Mr O. D. Owen late of Overton is appointed steward and clerk of our House of Industry,
and Mrs Owen to the situation of matron.

Alderman Cullis. Died April 8th 1824.

Alderman Edward Cullis in his 78th year. He was a plain inoffensive man, and rose by his
own industry from a comparative menial situation, to affluence and honour. He was
elected mayor of our Borough in 1820 and was interred in St. Chad’s cemetery.

Weather.

The weather for the last eight days has been very unsettled. We experienced a fall of snow
on Saturday last, and yesterday and today several hail storms, accompanied by thunder
and lightning, though the weather was cold and frosty. Monday April 12th.

[fo. 45r] [IMG_7641]

St. Mary’s Tower. Workmen have commenced restoring the decayed parts in front of the
lower portion of St. Mary’s tower, and to lower the walk in the churchyard, leading from
the north to the west entrance, whereby some inconvenient steps are removed which
occasioned a descent from the porch to the church.

Easter, St. Chad’s. Sunday April 18th 1824.

The mayor and 6 alderman preceded by their officers, the Shropshire Band &c. went in
procession to St. Chad’s church, where the Rev. John Langley preached an excellent
sermon from 3 chapter Romans and part 25 verse ‘He was raised again for our
justification’, to a very full congregation. He preached from the former part of the verse
on Good Friday.

Baptist Schools. Same day.
Two sermons were preached at the Baptist Meeting House by the Rev. Manoah Kent, in
aid of the Sunday School connected with that place.

[fo. 46r] [IMG_7642]

Free Schools. Wednesday April 21st 1824.

At 4 p.m. an alarm was given that smoke and fire were seen issuing from the tower of our
Royal Free Grammar School, the engines were immediately called and by prompt
exertion, the fire was soon got under, fortunately no great damage was done, beside
melting a quantity of lead, which ran in streams from the tower, and damaging through
the h[...]y* the clock. The fire originated in consequence of a dilapidated chimney which
had a communication with the tower.

St. Chad’s Schools. Sunday April 25.
Two sermons were preached at St. Chad’s church in aid of the funds of the Girls School
and Boys Sunday School in that parish, by the Rev. Edward Burn, M. A. minister of St.

* Illegible word.
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Mary’s Birmingham. The collection amounted to £52 2s. 3d.

County coroner. Wednesday April 28th.

Our town this morning manifested all the bustle of an election, the Cavalry Band [fo. 47r]
[IMG_7644] having commenced parading the streets soon after 6 o’clock, in consequence
of the election of a coroner for the county in the place of Mr. Whitcomb, and which took
place at the Guild Hall this morning. The candidates were Mr Southam of Cleobury
Mortimer and Mr. G. Jones of Bridgnorth, who have been canvassing the suffrages of the
freeholders for the last six months. The High Sheriff having read his decision, declared
Mr Jones duly elected, who returned thanks, and was afterwards placed in an ‘arm chair’
and conveyed from the Hall accompanied by music &c. to the Unicorn Inn, where the
assembled crowd after anxiously waiting for a speech, were obliged to depart as they
came.

[fo. 46v] [IMG_7643]
August 26 1824. Mr Southam was elected in the room of Mr Whitcombe as a coroner for
the county, Mr Jones’s election having being declared void.

[fo. 48r] [IMG_7645]

Wesleyan Missions. Sunday May 2nd.

The annual sermons in aid of the Wesleyan Missions were preached at St. John’s Chapel.
The public meeting was held on Wednesday. Thomas Brookes, Esqr. of Bewdley in the
chair.

St. Mary’s Tower.

Workmen still continue their reparations on the west side of St. Mary’s tower, having
completed the red stone basement they have proceeded to the upper stor[e]y which is also
repaired with Roman cement, by means of a moveable scaffold, suspended by pullies
from the battlements. The windows in this part of the tower were repaired last year.

The Burial Ground attached to this church and populous parish has long been full and in
a dirty and most irregular state, in fact, I have witnessed graves that have been made
within eighteen inches of the surface of the ground, whilst the soil from repeated
interments had accumulated to a considerable height up the walls of the building. It has
therefore been [fo. 49r] [IMG_7646] considered advisable to lower the cemetery and
consequently many hundred cart loads of earth have been conveyed to a field of Dr
Butler’s at Coton Hill, and although a considerable improvement will be effected by this
proceeding at the north, south and west entrances, whereby some inconvenient steps are
removed which caused an unpleasant descent into the church, yet the feeling mind cannot
but grieve at the consequent removal of the ashes of hundreds, and view with a sort of
sympathetic disgust, the quantity of human bones, which are continually thrown up and
scattered around with apparent unconcern. The workmen however, in many instances,
have had to encounter with not a few of those persons who think “What guilt can equal
violations of the dead. The dead how sacred. Sacred is the dust. Of this Heaven laboured
form’. At the same time it is to be lamented that places of sepulture ever should have been
allowed in towns, our own [fo. 50r] [IMG_7647] having afforded a striking example of
the baneful effects resulting from such a practice. Nor is the worst part of this tragic tale
at an end, for a tradesman desirous of facilitating to his advantage the erection of a new
house and workshop at the south east end of St. Julian’s Church, made an arrangement
with the parish to remove the steps leading direct from the Wyle Cop to the cemetery,
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provided he might take in three feet of the walk, which leads round the east end of the
church, and which was a portion of the burial ground until 1810, when it was railed off
for a foot path. After the steps have been removed, and when digging for the cellars, a
considerable portion of the superincumbent earth gave way, and brought to view, vast
quantities of bones and remnants of coffins. May 22nd 1824.

St. Chad’s Bells. Tuesday May 25.

From the low situation in which St. Chad’s bells hang, and the consequent inefficacy of
[fo. 51r] [IMG_7648] sound in the announcement of the hour, it was deemed advisable
that the clock should strike on the tenor bell upwards.

Accident. Master George Case. Friday May 28th 1824.

Master G. Case (son of the Rev. G. Case, Unitarian minister) whilst amusing himself with
his dog on the banks of the river near the English Bridge, unfortunately slipped in, and
was drowned.

Oswestry Mile Oak.

During this month, the fine oak tree near Oswestry, called the *‘Mile Oak’ and which had
for centuries braved the storms and tempests of conflicting elements, was cut down. Its
demolition was unnecessary and has excited a general sensation of regret in Oswestry.
See a letter on the subject in the Shrewsbury Chronicle of May 28th by H. Pidgeon.

St. Mary’s.

The dial of St. Mary’s clock removed lower down the tower and the west front of the [fo.
52r] [IMG_7649] steeple completed. The north and south sides of the tower will be
commenced of immediately.

Bible Society. Sunday May 30th 1824.

Two sermons were preached at St. Chad’s church in aid of the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible
Society, that in the morning by the Rev. Edward Williams, M. A. minister of Battlefield
&c from 1 Chapter Phillipians part of 27 verse ‘Only let your conversation be as it
becometh the Gospel of Christ’, and in the evening the Rev. Preston Nunn curate of
Church Stretton. The congregations were but small and the collection amounted to £41
14s. 1d.

Royal Academy. Among the variety of interesting paintings, this year at the Royal
Academy, is one of the Battle of Shrewsbury by Mr A. Cooper, in which the principal
figure on a grey horse is Archibald Earl of Douglas killing Sir Walter Blount; on another
grey horse is Henry Percy, who having overthown the [fo. 53r] [IMG_7650] treacherous
Earl of Stafford, and is in the act of leading on the rebel army. On the other side is King
Henry contending with Sir Richard Vernon, whose banner &c lies in the foreground. May
1824,

Died May 21st Sir John Hill, Bart., of Hawkstone in his 81st year, he was a member of
the Corporation of this town for many years and was elected mayor in [blank]. He was
interred at Hodnet.

Sunday May 30. A man named Oliver Dillon, who was confined in the Watch House for
tippling, hung himself; he is said to be respectably connected and to have had a good
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education. He was interred next day at the House of Industry.

[fo. 53v] [IMG_7651]
The Cavalry had their grand field day on the 7th inst. and were reviewed by a Major
Eckersly, many persons assembled to witness their evolutions.

June 1. A child aged 5 years drowned at Coton Hill, the name was Barton.

[fo. 54v] [IMG_7652]
Cavalry. June 1st.
The Shrewsbury Yeomanry Cavalry assembled for eight days permanent duty.

The Butchers.
St. Alkmund’s bells rang merrily this evening, in consequence of the inspecting duty or
fine having been taken off hides that may be damaged by the butchers. June 1st.

Corporation. St. Chad’s. Sunday June 6th 1824
Being Whitsunday, the Mayor and Corporation attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s
Church when the Rev. J. Langley preached a sermon 8 chapter Romans 26 verse.

Jos[ep]h Bromfield. Died June 6th.

Joseph Bromfield Esq. of St. Julian’s Friars in his 81st year. He was for many years a
member of the Corporation and served the office of mayor in 1809. He was a mild
inoffensive gentleman, quite unassuming in his manners and attained a rank of honour
and respectability by his own persevering industry. Mr. B. was by trade a builder.

[fo. 54v] [IMG_7653]

1824 Sunday June 13th.

Two sermons were preached in St. Alkmunds church in aid of the Sunday Schools
belonging to that parish, by the Rev. J. Richards, curate of the church.

[fo. 55r] [IMG_7654]

William Davies.

Died June 15th. At a very advanced age Mr William Davies of Princess Street,
upholsterer. This individual was a native of our town and though he had amassed property
by his business many years ago to the amount, it is supposed, of £30,000, lived with a
sister who died about eighteen months ago in the greatest parsimony. To accumulate this
property Mr Davies’s trade must have been good in years past, but this had during the last
quarter of a century dwindled into nothing, though paper hangings, carpets, &c &c were
continually exposed for sale, and of a pattern quite antique.

The shop previous to the death of his sister was as dirty as a place that was seldom or
ever swept could be, and similar to what we may suppose Dirty Dick’s Warehouse to
have been in London. Mr Davies and his sister generally went by the epithet of ‘Brother
Billy’ and “Sister Betty’ words which they always used when speaking of each other,
whilst no person had for many years been permitted to proceed further in their premises
than the shop. [fo. 56r] [IMG_7656] So that how they lived few could tell, further than
that every thing about them was of the dirtiest description. When his sister died he locked
the door of the room where she lay and would suffer no one to enter for a long time, until
persuaded of the paramount necessity for so doing, by Mr Clement a surgeon of our town.
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After her death his constitution soon began to give way, owing probably to a better
and more regular change of living, and a greater quantity of wine and spirits with which
he was well plied. A distant female relation of the name of Strange who attended him
during his illness, has succeeded to his property under a will, after paying off some
handsome legacies. He had no near relations. His remains were interred in Acton Burnell
churchyard by the side of his sister on the following Wednesday. | might considerably
extend this memoir, but as the deceased gent. did in no way contribute to the good of our
town, it may be considered that | have said enough.

[fo. 55v] [IMG_7655]

Mrs Strange died in September 1824 and her youngest daughter shortly afterwards, just at
the time as her mother’s will was being proved at St. Chad’s church. [written in pencil
underneath] Another daughter of Mrs Strange married a person of the name of Gavin
Clarke who kept the Fox Inn. He became insolvent in 1838 and this daughter left destitute
with a family.

[fo. 57r] [IMG_7657]

The Show. Monday June 21st 1824.

Being the day on which the ancient pageant of Shrewsbury Show is usually celebrated,
proving unfavourable by heavy rain, the Bellman about 10 o’clock proclaimed a
postponement until the morrow, by order of the Mayor, and much to the satisfaction of
many.

Tuesday 22nd. It was yet doubtful whether the procession would go to Kingsland dry, in
consequence of heavy rain occasionally falling, about one o’clock however the
atmosphere cleared up, and at ¥ past the companies proceeded to Kingsland in the
following order: [fo. 57r] [IMG_7658] Master Cordwainers, preceded by their beadle
bearing a battle axe and Crispin and Crispanus on horseback with music and three flags.
Apprentices, by their king, music, flags &c. Master Tailors preceded by two men, bearing
each a sword and shield, a third carried a battle axe, music, flag and streamers. Apprentice
Tailors preceded by a flag.

[fo. 58r] [IMG_7660]

Master Butchers preceded by their beadle, and shield bearers, music, flags, &c. The
apprentices had their *king’ on horseback, music, flags and streamers. Master Smiths
preceded by a ‘knight” in a complete suit of black armour, carrying a sword and shield
inscribed with “‘Hammer and hand, all acts do stand’, his attendants occasionally firing
blunderbusses. A shield and charter bearer followed, and music, flags, &c. Master
Builders preceded by their king who personated Henry 8th with tolerable effect, being
portly, well raddled and whiskered. The cavalry band, flags, &c. The apprentices had
their king, music and large purple and orange flag. Apprentice Barbers had a ‘Queen’ on
a led horse with music. Master Saddlers, Painters &c. were preceded by a cap[a]risoned
horse, led by a well dressed jockey, music &c. About half an hour afterwards the Mayor
preceded by his officers and attended [fo. 59r] [IMG_7662] by his friends followed to
Kingsland on horseback, where they visited the several companies in the arbours and
partook of the refreshment provided. Unfortunately, about 4 o’clock a most terrific
thunderstorm came on accompanied by tremendous rain, which dispersed the multitude
assembled in hasty confusion, it continued drizzling throughout the evening and at 8
o’clock the trades returned through Coleham. Great preparation had been made to render
this celebration of out ancient pageant attractive, nor did the labours and expense
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bestowed prove of none effect since it was undoubtedly one of the best that had been
witnessed for many years.

St. Giles’s Church. Sunday June 27th.

Divine service was performed at St. Giles’s church and the Rev. W. G. Rowland preached
from Romans. The congregation in this neglected little temple was numerous and
attentive, whilst swallows oft and loud sent forth their notes.

[fo. 60r] [IMG_7664]

Drowning. Thursday July 1st.

Two youths, sons of Mrs Simpson of this town and Mr Griffiths of Bishop’s Castle
(printer) were drowned whilst bathing in the river beyond Dr Darwin’s, opposite Gravel
Hill, the water being at the time bankfull. Simpson was found about three hours
afterwards.

Humane Society.

From the frequent and recent accidents that have occured [sic] by drowning it would
prove desirable to have a Humane Society established in our town. From a diligent
enquiry | have ascertained that a branch of the Humane Society was established in Salop
about the year 1794 and that at its formation an appropriate sermon was preached by the
Rev. J. Gilpin after which a collection was made and a subscription entered into to
support its design. But this institution has long been lost in the stream of oblivion.

[fo. 61r] [IMG_7665]

Bible Society. Wednesday July 7th 1824.

The anniversary meeting of the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society was held in the Guild
Hall, and numerously attended, especially by the fair sex, several good speeches were
made. Archdeacon Corbett, President.

Hay Harvest.

The greater part of this week has been very hot, which has rendered the hay harvest
general, the late heavy rains have materially delayed it. The hay harvest was got in by this
time last year. Saturday July 10th.

Bible Society. Sunday July 11.
A sermon was preached at Swan Hill Chapel, by the Rev. Joseph Hughes, M.A. of
London, in aid of the funds of the Bible Society, the sum of £21 5s. 0d. was collected.

House of Industry. Monday July 12.

A numerous meeting of the Guardians of the Poor of the six united parishes took place in
the board room of the House of Industry ‘To [fo. 62r] [IMG_7666] consider the propriety
of dissolving the corporation, and to consult on the measures to be taken thereon’.
Alderman Perry in the chair.

National School. Sunday July 18th 1824.

The Mayor and body corporate with a respectable company of subscribers to the National
School assembled at the Town Hall and accompanied Panton Corbett, Esquire, M.P. to the
Abbey Church where the Venerable Archdeacon Corbett preached an appropriate sermon
from 4 chap Phillipians 17 verse. He likewise preached in the afternoon at St. Julian’s.
The collections amounted to £54 7s. 8d.
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Fox Hounds, Kennell. Thursday July 22nd.
A meeting of the subscribers to the Shropshire Fox Hounds was held when a subscription
was commenced for the purpose of building a ‘County kennell and stables’ near the town.

Agricultural Society. Friday July 23rd.
It having been resolved at a special meeting [fo. 63r] [IMG_7667] held at the County
Hall, of the Shropshire Agricultural Society on the 13th November last, that it is
expedient that the society be dissolved, and ‘that the committee should offer prizes to the
extent of the balance in hand and adjudge them in July’.

Accordingly, the committee and a few agriculturists met this day, the last shew of
stock held (which was very small), the prizes adjudged, and after partaking of a good
dinner at the Raven, the Society became extinct.

Lady Jones.

This week was interred according to her own request, in the ancient burial place of her
husband’s ancestors in St. Alkmond’s church, the remains of Harriett Rebecca, Lady
Jones, widow of the late Sir Thomas Tyrwhitt Jones, Bart, M.P. who was buried at
Windsor. She was fourth daughter of the late Edward Williams, Esquire, of Easton
Mascott, by Barbara, relict of John Corbet, Esquire, of Sundorne, Co. Salop. She died at
Eaton Mascott on the 15th aged 57 years.

[fo. 64r] [IMG_7668] No interment had taken place in the vault of the Jones’s at St.
Alkmunds for upwards of 79 years, in which are buried Sir Thomas Jones, Lord Chief
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, 1692; Thomas Jones, Esquire 1715; his first wife
1712; his widow afterwards the wife of Sir Charles Lloyd, Bart, 1730, and Thomas Jones,
Esquire, who died while High Sheriff of the County 1745. Another coffin with the initials
W. J. but nearly illegible, is supposed to be that of William Jones, Esquire, six times
bailiff and first mayor of Shrewsbury.

Wyle Cop.
The Wyle Cop undergoing a state of lowering, under-draining and macadamising,
coaches, carts &c go down Belmont.

Drowning.
An old pensioner generally known by the name of ‘Frank’ being in a state of intoxication
slipped into the Severne [sic] near Dr Darwin’s and was drowned. July 28th 1824.

United Parishes. Friday July 30.
A special meeting of the Guardians of the Poor.

[fo. 65r] [IMG_7669]

St. Alkmunds, Jones’s Altar Tomb.

Having sent a communication to the Salopian Journal about the middle of last June,
setting forth the dilapidated state of the handsome altar tomb to the memory of Alderman
William Jones and his wife Eleanor, and which originally stood in the chantry north of the
chancel of the old church of St. Alkmund, but was on the demolition of that ancient
structure placed within a wire screen on the outside of the present edifice, and had
consequently suffered much from the effects of the weather, was this day removed to the
Abbey Church, where it will be thoroughly repaired and beautified, and placed at the
upper end of the south aile [sic] so as to correspond with the large altar tomb of the
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Onslows, brought from the ruins of old St. Chad’s, and placed in the north aile [sic].
August 9th 1824,

Bishop’s Visitation. Tuesday August 16th.
The Bishop of this diocese held his primary visitation in St. Chad’s church, and delivered
[fo. 66r] [IMG_7671] a faithful charge to his clergy. The Venerable Archdeacon Owen
having previously preached an excellent sermon from 1 Timothy 4 ch. 16 verse.
Wednesday 13th. The Bishop confirmed upwards of a thousand persons in the same
church, and afterwards addressed them with much solemnity.

Same day. The Judges of Assize, Justices Park and Littledale arrived in town and
opened the Commission of Assize.

Summer Assize. Thursday August 14.

The Judges attended by the High Sheriff and usual authorities, heard Divine Service at St.
Chad’s church, where the Rev. Charles Wingfield, the Sheriff’s chaplain, preached from
10 ch. Acts, 34 and 35 ver. After which Justice Park took his seat at the Crown Court. The
calendar is not heavy and his Lordship in his address to the grand jury, congratulated
them on the diminution of crime in our county.

[fo. 65v] [IMG_7670]

Beacall and Wellings were acquitted of the charges preferred against them at the last
Assizes, but were again tried on fresh indictments, found guilty and sentenced to seven
[‘fourteen’ written above in pencil] years transportation.

[fo. 67r] [IMG_7672]

St. Chad’s Church. Bishop Ryder. Sunday August 15th 1824.

The Hon. and Rev. Henry Ryder, D.D., Lord Bishop of this Diocese attended by his
chaplain, the Venerable Archdeacon Owen and the Reverend Thomas Stedman, M.A., the
High Sheriff of the county, the Judges of Assize, preceded by the church wardens of St.
Chad’s walked in procession up the middle aile [sic] of that church, the clergy taking their
seats at the altar and the judges in their usual place.

The Rev. John Langley, curate, read the service in a most impressive manner, the
Bishop and Archdeacon assisting at the communion after which the Bishop ascended the
pulpit and preached from 1 ch. St. John, part 1 verse, being an eloquent and faithful
exposition of that fundamental doctrine of our faith, The Divinity of Christ. “The word
was God’ truly indeed. ‘By him the violated law spoke out its thunders, and by him in
strains as sweet as angels use, the Gospel whispered peace’. The ailes [sic] and body of
the church were crowded to excess, by one of the most respectable congregations ever
collected within its sacred walls.

[fo. 68r] [IMG_7673]
Balloon Ascent. Monday August 23rd.
Our good old town was very early on the bustle and many were the wishes that the
resplendant lustre with which the sun had risen, would continue unclouded and
undiminished throughout the day, to witness Mr Green’s 20th aerial excursion, a scene
quite novel in this part of the country. During the whole of the past week, the balloon,
partly inflated was witnessed by thousands in the Circus and removed this morning to the
Gas House Yard, the place of ascent.

The day fortunately was as clear, calm and beautiful as mortal wish could desire, and
the crowds of persons that occupied the banks, walls, towers of the different churches, the
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Column, particularly the towers and ramparts of our ancient castle, the terrace and in
short every convenient spot near and distant, was immense, and formed a scene when
viewed from a central eminence at once grand and imposing whilst the vast [fo. 69r]
[IMG_7674] multitude caused an excitement of astonishment.

Most of the shops and houses in the town were closed, while their inmates witnessed
a scene never before exhibited in the capital of Shropshire, and which will long be
remembered with pleasure.

The inflation commenced at half past one, and at 27 minutes past four a small pilot
balloon was sent up as the signal of the grand ascent, and at % past four, the balloon with
its intrepid manager, standing on the edge of the car, rose into sight, amid the loud cheers
of the spectators and the band playing ‘God save the King’.

Mr Green took his adventurous flight in the most grand and satisfactory manner. The
ascent was slow and regular, at first in a north east direction, afterwards easterly and then
south easterly and continuing in view to the naked eye, upwards of two hours at a great
elevation. He descended safely on the estate of the Earl of Darlington in [fo. 70r]
[IMG_7675] Corve Dale about 16 miles from Salop at 50 minutes past 6, after a pleasant
voyage of 2 hours and 20 minutes. He supposes his utmost elevation to have been about 2
or 2%a miles. The balloon is of a pear shape, 107 feet in circumference, 34 ft. in diameter
and with the car nearly 50 feet in height and is capable of containing 136,280 gallons of
gas. The car is about 2 ft 3 in. in depth, 2 ft in width and 5 in length, of a boat like shape
and covered with leather.

Church Missionary Society. Wednesday August 25th.

A sermon was preached at St. Chad’s church by the Rev. Parsons from Mark 16 ch, 15
and 16 verses, for the benefit of the Shropshire Church Missionary Association, after
which a numerous and respectable company attended the annual meeting in the County
Hall. The report was read by the Rev. John Langley, secretary, and the collections
amounted to £43 3s. 0d.

[fo. 71r] [IMG_7676]

Church Missionary Society. Friday August 29th 1824.

A sermon was preached in St. Alkmond’s church by the Rev. R. W. Sibthorpe in aid of the
funds of the Church Missionary Society, when £16 1s. 7%d. was collected.

Churchyard Inscriptions.

A person named Blount, master of the National School, engaged by our historians to copy
the inscriptions in our several church yards, for the History of Shrewsbury now in course
of publication. August 30th.

Corn Harvest.
The corn harvest near our town is finished, the weather has been beautiful, and the crops
are abundant.

[fo. 72r] [IMG_7677]

Drowning. September 4th 1824

I have again to record the death of another youth by drowning: Mr Philip Marindin, a
pupil of Dr Butler’s having ventured to bathe at a time & place forbidden by the Doctor,
unfortunately got out of his depth and was drowned. The body was found after being
under water 20 minutes, and though immediate efforts were made to restore animation,
they proved unavailing.
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St Chad’s Dome.
Scaffolding was erected to gild the cross on St Chad’s steeple, but from the uncertainty of
the weather it was deemed advisable to postpone the work until next summer.

Powis Eisteddfod

Much interest has been excited in our town and great preparations made in Welsh Pool
and its environs for the due celebration of the Powys Eisteddfod, but it only remains for
me to mention that our amateur performers and chorus singers were highly complimented
for their services [fo. 73r] [IMG_7678] and considered to ‘possess talents sufficient for
any concert’. So much for native merit, of which it is years since we as Salopians have
had an opportunity of forming our own judgement. September 11th 1824.

Horse Races

Our races were held on the 21st, 22nd and 23rd September. The company on the race
ground on Tuesday & Wednesday and the weather tolerably fine. On Thursday the
assembly was larger but a fall of rain coming on about %2 past three o’clock prevented
much of the ‘sport’ anticipated. 23rd [September].

Infirmary meeting. September 24th.

The subscribers and friends to the Salop Infirmary walked in procession from that place
with the Treasurer the Hon. Robert Henry Clive, to St Chad’s Church, where the
Reverend William Clive, vicar of Welshpool, preached a sermon from 2 chapter
Phillipians, 4 verse. The plates were held by Mrs Smythe Owen, supported by Wrottesly
Esg. and Miss Corbet of Sundorne, by J. R. Kynaston Esq. £193 8s. 2d. was collected.

[fo. 74r] [IMG_7679]

Balloon ascent

Mr Green having notified that he should make his 23rd aerial ascent on the Friday in the
Race Week, about 2 o’clock crowds were seen taking various directions to the places
which they considered to command the best views of the ascent.

He was however under the necessity of delaying his departure for more than one
reason, which did not take place until 25 minutes past 3, at which time he went off most
majestically and with considerable velocity in a south west direction, but at first not with
such a rapidity of ascent as on his former voyage. On discharging some ballast he was
perceived to rise with much rapidity, and shortly afterwards disappeared behind a dense
cloud, again reappeared, and again lost to view in a similar manner; thus forming a novel
feature in the scene, wh[ich] created a momentary interest in the observation, especially
to those who had witnessed the undisturbed serenity and uninterrupted view of nearly his
whole course during his previous voyage. He alighted in a field [fo. 75r] [IMG_7680]
called the Orchard Meadow on Cefnsman farm in the parish of Llangu[n]llo, co. Radnor,
the property of Ricketts Esq. The distance from Salop is about 34 miles and was
accomplished in one hour and 50 minutes. His elevation was greater than he ever
attained, being about 3% miles above the Earth.

The amount collected by the Committee from the spectators and the admission to the
gardens amounted to £61 2s. 9d. His expenditure was £38 3s. 4%2d. A donation to the
Infirmary of £7 13s. 4%d. leaving for himself the small balance of £15 6s. 3d. as a
remuneration for his great risk.

[fo. 76r] [IMG_7681]

28



SALOPIAN ANNALS, I, 1823-4

The Mayor. Friday October 1st 1824.

The Honorable and Rev. Richard Noel Hill, Rector of Berrington, having been elected on
27th August Mayor of this borough, was this day sworn into office, on which occasion he
gave a handsome treat at the castle.

Sunday 3rd. He gave the body corporate a sumptuous breakfast at the Town Hall and
afterwards proceeded with them to St Chad’s church where the Rev. J. Langley preached
a sermon from the first part of the 19 verse of the 18 chapter Genesis in which he strongly
inculcated the use that should be made of majesterial influence. Many parts of the
discourse seemed directly pointed to the new mayor.

Coleham schools, same day.
Two sermons were preached at St John’s chapel by the Rev. Joshua Marsden in aid of the
funds of the school connected with that place. Upwards of £21 0s. 0d. was collected.

Wesleyan Chapel. October 4th.

Workmen under Mr Birch commenced the foundation of a [fo. 77r] [IMG_7682]

a new vestry in front of St John’s chapel, the former one situated at the back, will be
taken down in order to extend the chapel several feet backwards. During these repairs the
congregation will be accommodated with the use of the Unitarian chapel.

Sick Man’s Friend. Tuesday October 19.

The 14th anniversary of the ‘Sick Man’s Friend’ held in the school room of Swan Hill
Chapel. The report stated that 171 sick and 54 lying-in cases had been relieved, the
former with £82 12s. 6d. and the latter with £23, beside other assistance. The total
disbursements of the year amounted to £160. The sum of £1497 4s. 10d. has been
bestowed in the relief [of] 2703 cases since its first formation.

Henry Lyster Esqgr. October 25.

A party of gentlemen dined at the Lion Inn to commemorate the marriage of Henry Lyster
Esqr. of Rowton Castle to the Rt. Hon. Lady Charlotte Barbara Ashely Cooper, youngest
daughter of the Earl of Shaftesbury, which took place on the 13th instant.

[fo. 78r] [IMG_7683]

Hunting. November 1st 1824,

At a meeting of the subscribers for the erection of a kennel and stables near our town,
held at the Talbot Hotel, it was resolved that the Hon. & Rev. R. Noel Hill, Mayor,
Jonathan Perry, Esg., John Eaton, Esg., John Beck, Esq., Joseph Meire, Esg., & Mr.
Williamson, be a committee of the subscribers to the fund and that they be requested to
act in conjunction with a committee of the like number, to be appointed from the
subscribers to the *Shropshire Fox Hounds’ and that five of such joint committee be
empowered to act.

Abbey Church. Tuesday 9th November.

Two new dials placed on the east and west sides of the Abbey tower, the old wooden one
on the west front was put up in 1790, the figures of which had become scarcely
distinguishable from the effects of time and the weather. A new clock will soon be added,
by subscription.

Hunt Week.
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The attendance of gentlemen at the hunt was numerous. T. Leeke, Esq. president.
Saturday 13 November.

[fo. 79r] [IMG_7685]

Accident Drowning.

Yesterday a little girl of the name of Harwood fell into the river from the footpath near
the Water Lane, Frankwell, a young man named John Mansell observed the accident and
being a good swimmer plunged in with his clothes on & succeeded in pushing the child so
near to the shore that with the assistance of two bystanders she was taken out. Mansell
however was unfortunately in the deeper part of the stream which was bank full, and the
wind blowing rather strong, his long coat by some means got over his head, and he
became overwhelmed in the merciless element, in the praiseworthy attempt to save a
fellow creature from destruction. He has left a widow, who was only confined the day
previous, and two helpless children to mourn his untimely end. Monday 15th.

A subscription has been commenced this week for the support of the widow and
children of Mansell, and from the interest excited and support given promises to be a
liberal one. Saturday 20th. [fo. 78v] [IMG_7684] The body of Mansell was not found
until December 26th on which day it was discovered floating near the Brewery.

[fo. 80r] [IMG_7686]

Tract Society. Sunday November 21st 1824.

A sermon was preached in St. Chad’s Church by the Rev. Anthony Selfry, B.A. in aid of
the funds of the Religious Tract and Book Society in Ireland.

Tempest.

A very high wind accompanied by occasional rain from the south west, several of the fine
lime trees in our Quarry were much damaged, a large branch from one of them fell upon a
boy named Rich. Pearson who was picking sticks, which fractured his skull, broke both
his thighs and dreadfully bruised him in other places. He was conveyed to the Infirmary
but died in a few hours. Much other damage was done about the town.

Humane Society. Wednesday December 1st.

A requisition signed by 36 most respectable inhabitants of the town, was presented to the
Mayor requesting him to convene a meeting ‘to consider the propriety of establishing a
Humane Society.’

[fo. 81r] [IMG_7687]

Coroner’s Inquest. Tuesday December 7.

A strong excitation was created in our town this morning, on the discovery of two boxes
in the Lion coach office which came from Dublin and were directed for London,
containing two dead bodies. An inquest was held upon them at the Town Hall and the
coroner issued his order for interment in old St. Chad’s cemetery.

Infant Schools.

Infant schools were commenced this month near the Welsh Bridge, by a few ladies. These
institutions are likely to prove beneficial to society, in as much as their object seems to
cultivate the dispositions early, and consequently to give in riper years a moral bias in the
mind.

High Flood.
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Our river higher than | ever remember it, and our town completely insulated, the
approaches being all inundated. | witnessed the unloading of a cargo of salt this evening
from a [fo. 82r] [IMG_7688] barge in Frankwell, opposite the passage to the Welsh
Bridge. The water was within a yard of the keystones of the arches of this bridge.
Thursday December 24th.,

Humane Society. Wednesday December 29th.

The Mayor having appointed this day for the meeting to be holden, as expressed in the
requisition presented to him on the 1st instant. A numerous attendance took place in the
Guild Hall, when it was resolved that a Humane Society was seriously wanted in this
town, and that a committee be appointed to consider the best plan for establishing such a
Society and to submit it to a further meeting.

Theatre. Thursday December 30.

Our Theatre never perhaps was so crowded as this evening in consequence of several
young men (amateurs) having volunteered their services in the performance of *Speed the
plough’, “Ways and Means’, ‘The Intrigue’ [fo. 82v] for the benefit of the family of the
unfortunate Mansell, and under the patronage of Panton Corbett Esq., M.P. A prologue
written by Mr J.W. Bythell was spoken by one of the amateurs. The receipts amounted to
£82 9s 0d
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[IMG_7690]
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[fo. 1r] [IMG 7691]
1826 Henry Pidgeon. Salopian Annals.

Mechanics Institution. Monday January 2nd 1826.

Mr Ogg from London gave the first of a series of lectures to the subscribers of the
‘Shropshire Mechanic’s Institution’ in the large room at the Town Hall, on chemistry. Non
subscribers and ladies were admitted by tickets from the committee.

Concerts. Mr Arnott’s concerts at the theatre on the 4th and 6th January were much better
attended than last year.

Mechanic’s Institution.

Mr Ogg illustrated very perspicuously to the members of the Mechanic’s Institution, the
radiation of heat, which concluded the subject of his last lecture. This was followed by a
series of scientific and beautiful experiments demonstrating the various extraordinary and
astonishing powers of attraction.

The weather.

For the last fortnight the frost has been extremely severe, so much so, that the Severn
admitted of a passage in a few days, on which (especially on Sunday last) were many
skaiters &c. A gradual thaw commenced this evening. Tuesday 17th January. It has been
the severest frost since January 1823.

Coins.
A description of early English coins said to have been found near Aberdovey and the
Moat Hall, was printed in the Salopian Journal of January. H. Pidgeon.

[fo. 2r] [IMG_7692]

Memorandum. Sunday 29th January.

This being the anniversary of the day on which His Majesty George the Fourth ascended
the throne of England, was observed at our different churches and by short peals on St.
Julian’s and St. Alkmund’s bells in the afternoon.
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St. Mary’s.
Five new pinnacles were placed this month on Trinity Chapel, St. Mary’s Church, but not
much to the credit of the mason whose name is Ellis.

Accidents.

The following accidents which occurred on the ninth of this month ought not to be passed
over unnoticed. A boy names Jones was rescued from drowning in a pool, on which he
had been sliding, behind the walls south of the town, by Alderman Perry. What aggravates
this case is that none of the bystanders would render assistance, his cries for help were
heard by Mr Perry from the walls.

Also a stranger who came by the Chester coach to the Talbot Hotel was drowned by
falling from the steps leading from Harwoods Wharf to the river, in rather a mysterious
manner. His body was soon found, but the means used to restore animation were fruitless.
From the letters found in his pocket he appears to be the Rev. Evan Jones, late curate of
Nerquis [Nercwys] and Tryddyn [Treuddyn] in Flintshire, & a native of south Wales, and
that he was going to publish a volume of sermons. From the evidence at the inquest it
appears he was greatly in liquor, and that he had been at the Circus where his restless
behaviour excited attention. He left that place and was seen with a prostitute, first on the
Bridge and then near the place where the accident occurred. His remains were respectably
interred in old St. Chad’s cemetery on the 16th, diligent enquiry having previously been
made after his friends, which appears as under*. (The statement of the accident in our
newspapers is incorrect.) *The Rev. William Jones formerly assistant curate to the Rev.
Howell Jones, of Nerquis, near Mold, and who had recently left that place. It appears
from a letter written by the Bishop of St. Asaph and dated January 12 that he had the
week before called upon him and the Bishop gave him £5 as a subscription to a small
work he proposed to publish. His father David Jones [fo. 2v] [IMG_ 7693] resides at
Penrhiwfach [Pengelli-fach], near Newcastle Emlyn, South Wales, from whom a letter
19th January, states that he officiates as minister of Troyddyn [sic] near Mold & lives
with the incumbent of Troyddyn. I have seen another communication in which it states
that he had been suspended by the Bishop from preaching on account of irregularity.

[fo. 3r] [IMG_7694]

High Sheriff.

John Cotes, esquire, of Woodcote is elected High Sheriff of the County of Salop for the
ensuing year.

Sunday February 3rd 1826.
Rev. Joshua Marsden preached two sermons at St. John’s Chapel for the benefit of the
‘Good Samaritan Society.” The collections were about £16 0s. 0d.

St. Chad’s.

H. Pidgeon suggested to the trustees of Saint Chad’s Church, through the medium of the
‘Salopian Journal’ of February 15th, the propriety of enlarging the campanile windows of
St. Chad’s steeple, by removing the stone panels and interior brickwork at the bottom of
them, to the base of the Corinthian pilasters &c see note over.

House of Industry. Tuesday February 14th.

A meeting of the Guardians of the Poor of the United Parishes took place at the House of
Industry, to take into consideration a petition which was then presented, and addressed to
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the Honourable the Commons in Parliament for the purpose of repealing the present Act
of Incorporation of the said Guardians and of obtaining a new Act of Incorporation with
other powers for a limited time; proposed by Lord Clive and the rest of the committee,
which was then adopted &c.

Mechanic’s Institution. Friday February.

A course of 12 lectures on the following subjects delivered to the members etc. of the
Mechanic’s Institution in the Town Hall, by Mr Ogg, was completed this evening:- Heat
(two on), chemical attraction, electricity, galvanism, oxygen (two on), simple
combustibles, geology (two on), mechanics, the steam engine.

Abbey Church. Saturday February 18th.
A light of painted glass in the lower compartment of the great window in the Abbey tower
was blown out by the violence of the wind.

[fo. 3v] [IMG_7695]

St. Chad’s.

In a conversation with the Rev. James Matthews he expressed his approbation of the
suggestion respecting the campanile windows in the steeple of St. Chad’s church, and said
that the alteration proposed would be productive of the effect desired without disfiguring
the structure. He further remarked that the architect of St. Chad’s thought he ought to put
panels under those windows, as had been done to the others but which he said was
unnecessary to their uniformity, especially as there are no panels under the vestry
windows. The suggestion also met with the approbation of the Reverends Owen and
Blakeway, whose taste and judgement in architecture is unquestionable, at the same time |
feel gratified by the very pleasing manner in which their sentiments were communicated
to me. H. Pidgeon.

[fo. 4r] [IMG_7696]
New Chapel. Sunday February 26th.
A small building erected last summer at ‘Spring Gardens’ (near Marshall’s Factory in the
parish of Saint Mary) by Mr Thomas Brocas, the proprietor of the land and several
surrounding houses, was opened for the public worship of God, when two sermons were
preached on the occasion by Mr Marsden, minister of the Methodist Society in this town,
to which body the founder is attached; although in a handbill put forth and addressed to
the inhabitants of ‘Spring Gardens’ &c &c it is announced ‘that such doctrines will be
taught as shall be consonant with the Articles and Homilies of the Church of England.’
The building is of plain brick, decorated with a large wooden cross on the outside,
and calculated to accommodate 120 hearers; there are a few pews, and a number of free
benches for any persons who may choose to attend. As the handbill stated there were ‘no
collections’, the chapel on the occasion was filled, and its capability thereby shewn. It is
likewise to be used at certain hours as a school, on Sundays, and being situated in a
populous and increasing neighbourhood at a distance of a mile from St. Mary’s, the
nearest church, or other place of worship, will, it is hoped, be productive of good in a part
of our suburbs very dimly illuminated with Christian light.

Infirmary. Tuesday February 28th.

At a special meeting of the trustees of the Salop Infirmary, Mrs Bennett was elected
matron of that institution, in the room of Mrs Williamson deceased: there were four
candidates.
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Miscellanea. February 3rd. Parliament opened this day by Royal Commission, being the
seveneth session of the first Parliament of George Fourth.

February 8th. Mr C. A. Hulbert’s Elergy at Battlefield (originally published in the
‘Museum European’) was printed in the Sal[opian] Journal.

February 20th. Messieurs Burd and Prichard were elected to the office of surgeons and
apothecaries to the United Parishes on the resignation of Clements & Co. Mr Clement has
held the situation since 1802.

[fo. 5r] [IMG_7698]
Theatre. Monday 6th March 1826.
The Theatre opened under Mr De Camp.

[fo. 5v]
Memorandum.
The theatre closed March 31st.

Slavery.
A petition for abolishing slavery in our West Indian colonies was forwarded from this
town on the 9th instant, signed by 1800 signatures.

[fo. 5v]
Memorandum.
The petition against slavery was presented by P. Corbett, Esqr. on the 15th.

Rev. J. B. Blakeway. Friday March 10th 1826.

It is with the deepest sorrow that I have to record the death of the Reverend John
Brickdale Blakeway, M.A., F.A.S. [sic] which took place at his residence the Council
House about Y2 past 5 o’clock this evening in the 61st year of his age, almost without a
sigh, and nearly without losing that smile which was so peculiar to him.

Thus after a few days illness we have lost a townsman who was endued with the best
qualities of our nature, whose pleasing adaptation of manners and amiable deportment,
made him universally respected and rendered the honour of his acquaintance desirable.
Neither the Church, nor the State, had a more faithful defender of its rights, or supporter
of its dignity, nor the true interests of our town, a more watchful guardian.

Mr. Blakeway was the son of Joshua Blakeway, Esquire. of our town, and originally
intended for the legal profession and practiced at the Bar for a short time, but in 1794, on
the resignation of the Royal Peculiar of Saint Mary’s by his uncle, the late Rev. Edward
Blakeway, M.A. then mayor of Shrewsbury, he was presented by him in conjunction with
the Head Schoolmaster to that benefice. He also succeeded on the death of his uncle in
1795 to the vicarage of Neen Savage, co. Salop and rectory of Felton in Somersetshire,
and was presented in 1800 to the living of Kinlet; he resigned the two latter in 1816.

As a scholar and a gentleman, united with the character of a true Christian, it will be
difficult to find his equal in Shrewsbury.

As a preacher he was admired for his forcible illustration and the valuable
admonitions, clothed in the language of affection, which his discourses generally
contained, whilst [fo. 6r] [IMG_7700] his devoutness in the performance of the sacred
duties of the sanctuary must have impressed their importance on all who heard them. [fo.
4v] [IMG_7697] | can with truth bear testimony to his preaching, having attended his
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ministry for the last 9 months.)

[fo. 6r cont.]

In his person, he was tall and stout, his face bore the line of thought, and his ample
forehead bespoke the mind that dwelt within.

As an author he had written much and published little, and was known only to the
world prior to 1821 by a sermon preached at St. Mary’s in 1799 before two Friendly
Societies and entitled ‘A Warning against schism’, also another in 1805 on ‘The Victory
at Trafalgar’ entitled ‘National benefits a call for national repentance’. In 1804 a few
notes of his were published in Malone’s edition of Boswell’s Life of Johnson, under the
signature of J.B.B. In 1813 he published ‘An attempt to ascertain the author of the letters
of Junius’ which he stated to be Horne Tooke. In 1815 he published a supplement to this
‘Attempt’. 1816 A sermon preached at St. Julian’s at the anniversary meeting of the Salop
district committee of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge entitled
‘Attachment to the Church the duties of its members’. Also in the same year he published
a small tract on ‘Regeneration’. His name however as an author will be immortalized in
the valuable “History of Shrewsbury’ which he commenced in 1820 with the Reverend
Hugh Owen, and just lived to complete in two volumes.

I need not here pass any eulogy upon (as | once observed to him) such an arduous
undertaking, it is better to be read in its own pages, but this | must state, that | am
persuaded it will be highly prized by every true Salopian, and lover of our domestic
history, for the minute detail, and great depth of research, and learning, which is
manifested throughout, and which cannot fail to obtain for him and his worthy friend and
colleague, the honour and gratitude of subsequent generations.

The attention and devotedness which he shewed to the antiquities of his native county
must not be passed over un-noticed, and the valuable mass of manuscripts which he has
left behind for a History of Shropshire, will remain a monument of his industry. [p. 6v]
[IMG_7701] The literature and interests in general of Shrewsbury in the death of Mr
Blakeway have sustained a loss indeed, and the writer of these remarks, an attentive
friend, a friend whose name will ever be remembered with feelings of respect. There is
truly a *vacuum left in the town which will not soon be filled’. He is gone, and the place
that knew him once shall know him no more for ever. But there is a melancholy pleasure
in the reflection that Shrewsbury has had such an ornament, even though “its glory be
departed’. Yet | am proud to say, none may yet write ‘Ichabod’ on our Gates, for there are
stars yet unset. Mr Blakeway married October 1797 Mary Elizabeth daughter of Thomas
Wilkieson, Esqg. of Amsterdam, by whom he had no issue. He preached his last sermon at
St. Mary’s with much energy on Sunday morning February 26th from 3 chapter Matthew
8th & 9th verses ‘Bring forth fruits meet for repentance and think not to say within
yourselves we have Abraham for our Father’ and which | heard. At my suggestion Mr C.
A. Hulbert has offered a few tributary lines to his memory in the Salopian Journal of
March 22nd, but space will not permit me here to introduce them.

[fo. 7r] [IMG_7702]
Circus. March 11th.
The circus closed after a very successful season.

Shropshire Lent Assize. Wednesday March 15th.

The High Sheriff John Cotes, Esquire, of Woodcote accompanied by a respectable
assemblage of his tenantry and friends proceeded as usual to Emstrey to meet the Judges
of Assize, who arrived in town soon after 4 o’clock. On Thursday morning the Reverend
W. H. Molineux, vicar of Sheriff Hales and Woodcote preached the assize sermon at Saint
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Chad’s church from 3 chapter Isaiah 10 and 11 verses, after which, Sir James Allan Park
took his seat at the Crown and Sir William Garrown in the Nisi Prius Courts. The
calendar contained the names of 46 prisoners, which were disposed of by Saturday
evening, when one had sentence of death passed upon him, 12 judgement of death
recorded against them, 2 received sentence of transportation, 12 were ordered to be
imprisoned for various periods, 10 not guilty and 9 were discharged. There were 22
causes on the list, but none of them excited peculiar attention.

[fo. 7v] [IMG_7703]

Lent Assize.

Memorandum. Justice Park in his address to the grand jury stated ‘that Shropshire is the
only county in England where the practice prevails of having the depositions of the
prisoners sent to the judge prior to his leaving London’ and I perfectly concur with him in
adding that it is on that account “the more worthy of notice and commendation.’

Memorandum. A reprieve came for Rd. Greenfield who had sentence of death passed
upon him.

[fo 7r continued]
Mr B[lakewaly. Friday 17th March.
The mortal remains of Mr Blakeway were interred this morning on the site of the old
almshouses, adjoining the new west entrance into St. Mary’s churchyard, amidst a
sorrowful assemblage of spectators, and the high esteem in which he was held by his
parishioners was further manifested in closing their houses and shops and by seventy of
them attending his remains to the ‘house appointed for all living.” The service was read by
the Reverend James Watkins, M.A. Curate of Saint Mary’s.

A fine muffled peal was rung on St. Mary’s bells at night.

Funeral Sermon, Rev. J. B. Blakeway. Sunday March 19th.

Saint Mary’s Church was filled by a crowded and respectable congregation from the
different parishes in the town, out of respect to the deceased, respected minister of that
parish. The effect was striking, [fo. 8r] [IMG_7704] increased as it was by the attendance
of the staff of the Shropshire Militia. The band on approaching the church playing the
‘Dead March in Saul’. The Amateurs and Choral Society of the town also attended to
perform ‘Handel’s Funeral Anthem’, which was sung with tolerable effect, especially the
last chorus ‘But his name liveth evermore’. The service was read by the Reverend Edward
Burton, M.A., and the Reverend John Watkins, curate of St. Mary’s, preached a sermon
illustrative of the life and death of Mr Blakeway, from 37 Psalm 37 verse. ‘Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace’, of which the
following is the substance. Since | last addressed you my beloved brethren from this
place, it has pleased Almighty God, in whose hands are the issues of life and death, to
take to himself the life of that good, pious, and truly Christian Pastor, who for more than
thirty years administered to the religious instruction of this parish, to the spiritual welfare
and temporal wants of those over whom he presided, visiting the sick and relieving by his
benevolence, the needy, and while he exhorted all to come unto the fountains of salvation,
he warned the believer not to rest satisfied with the outward habiliments of faith, but to
add to faith, virtue and to virtue knowledge and to knowledge temperance and to
temperance patience and to patience Godliness. Many were the talents which he
possessed, but he employed them all to the honour of God and the good of his flock. He
searched the Scriptures, he looked into these Scriptures and found a perfect model of the
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grace of God in the life of his son on earth; conscious of his own weakness, he
supplicated the assistance of Almighty Grace. Constant in prayer, he besought his
continual support. In his closet, he was constant and devoted; in his family, the sweet
savour of his piety was witnessed by all. He lived in the world unspotted, avoiding its
vices and vanities. Yet not removing himself from the presence of his neighbour, for he
conceived himself [fo. 9r] [IMG_7705] bound by his duty to God, his neighbour and
himself to exhibit an example of holiness and piety to all men. To God and himself he
conceived he owed an open avowal of his faith and to exhort his neighbours to the same
faith and the practice of the same piety which shewed to the world, although this was not
to his own honour, but that he might encourage others to righteousness. In all things he
beautifully exempli[f]ed the exhortation he recently used from this pulpit. ‘Look to the
end’. On all occasions he remembered that death will soon terminate the career of all men
below, that the end of all things is at hand. Happy is that man who having passed the fear
of death, can say with good Simeon “Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace for
mine eyes have seen thy salvation. Yes, my brethren, he who liveth the life of the
righteous shall die the death of the righteous, and while his body is about to return to the
earth and his spirit to God who gave it, he feels no fears, he trusts not in his own strength,
but he rests on Him who is able and willing to save to the uttermost all that come to him
through Christ. Conscious of his own sinfulness, he has not neglected his application of
the means of salvation until nature warns him of his approaching end, nor has he to look
for it when the powers of body begin to fail. He is conscious of his own weakness, but
feels strong in the Lord. He has made peace with his God, he believes that the crucified
Jesus is his saviour, he has partaken of that blood which was spilt for him, and has aspired
to the holiness of him who shed it. He has looked to the promise of the life everlasting,
sealed with the blood of Christ, and feeling the fruits of the spirit that he is born to
righteousness. On the approach of the prospect of judgement and the God he has to meet,
he can look upon him as a reconciled friend, conscious that he has secured his favour
through the mediation of the Saviour. The veil and darkness of death is burst to him, he
sees the great High Priest of his Salvation. To the good man, therefore, the approach [fo.
10r] [IMG_7706] of his immortality is a joyful anticipation; in short, the piety of the
upright makes every situation easy, and all the troubles of life vanish, for the darkness of
the valley is turned to light.

These consolations, so important to all, were never more forcibly exemplified than in
your beloved Minister whose remains we have so lately interred. He was the upright man
and the end of him was peace. He continued steadfast in the faith, the truth of which he so
lately declared and so manfully avowed, as some of you will recollect. “This is my faith,
gainsay it who may’. This faith enabled him to pass through the Valley of the Shadow of
death. Such was the end of him whose life was so beloved and whose death is so
universally regretted, and over whose bier so many tears of affection were shed; nor
ought we to be ashamed of such grief, since we are nowhere commanded to repress our
sorrow at the departure of our Christian brethren. The dear redeemer himself wept at the
grave of Lazarus, and seemed almost surprised that one whom he so dearly loved should
be subject to the common lot of humanity. Thus at first we can scarcely believe the fact of
death, and after the interment of our friend, we only suppose that he is gone a short
journey, and will after a while return. This feeling rather strengthens than alleviates our
sorrow, since we are instantly convinced of the solemn truth. That Godly sorrow however
is allowed by Christianity, for although we are exhorted not to mourn, “as those who have
no hope’ yet since our blessed Lord indulged the kindness of regret for his friend, we also
are not to become insensible nor to consider the keenness of affliction, as incompatible
with a Christian profession. Abraham we are told mourned over Sarah, and they were
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pious men who wept over the body of Stephen. But while we mourn, we ought to pray
that the Lord may sanctify these afflictions to our souls; whilst we look upon both sides of
God’s Providence as the children of [fo. 11r] [IMG_7707] Israel did on the pillar of fire
by night, and the pillar of cloud by day, equally blessing him when he takes away as when
he gives, and let us unite with the Apostle in saying, ‘blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord, even so saith the spirit for they rest from their labours.” These are words of
consolation to us who lament for one who is gone, but it is cheering to recollect that he
who raised Jesus Christ, shall also raise him in that great day, when all shall be changed in
the twinkling of an eye ‘when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality’. It therefore becomes us all, his relatives, friends,
and former hearers ‘to set out house in order’ ever remembering that we must die. Let us
prepare by a devout and holy life, that when we come to die, we may rejoice in the hope
of the life everlasting. Had our late deceased Pastor thought that his own prophetic words
were so soon to be accomplished, “that this church should soon hear his voice no more’ he
would have exhorted you to lay faster hold of the mercies of the Lord, while they were at
hand (at the present season) and the next Sunday being the time when we celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord. I now exhort you, as | believe he would have done had he been
alive, to the use of the divine ordinance of the Lord’s supper, to be then administered and
to draw near with the same faith and seriousness, as if you were to receive it no more.
You will thus be prepared for the day of your appearing in the presence of the Lord, and
should you be permitted to continue in this World, you may be more able to withstand its
temptations. Go therefore to the altar of his Grace and may your portion be peace in this
world, that when you are gone and are no longer seen, and to the friends that you will
leave behind, as your lamented Pastor has, a wife widowed and a house desolate, you may
leave a legacy of more value [fo. 12r] [IMG_7708] than the treasures of this world. The
example of the upright man and that you departed in the peace of God which passeth all
understanding, are gone to the presence of God, and of just men made perfect, which may
God grant to be the happy lot of each of us. And to the God Father &c. &c. Amen.

Church Wardens. Tuesday March 28th.

The following gentlemen are elected church wardens for the ensuing year:

Saint Chad, Alderman Samuel Harley, Messrs. James Watkins, William Alltree and
William Baker.

Saint Mary, Messrs D. Parkes, Oakley maltster, Robert Legh, Leaton and William Morris,
coach maker.

St. Alkmund, Alderman Perry, Mr N. Hughes, butcher.

St. Julian, Alderman Peele, Mr John White, uphol[stere]r.

Holy Cross and St. Giles, John Linton & John Evans, gent.

Quarry.
During this month the whole of the Quarry trees were lopped.

Coleham.
A new line of road formed from Coleham Bridge towards Meole, whereby a most
disagreeable turn is avoided.

Hunting.

A gentleman (and constant writer) in the ‘Sporting Magazine’ under the signature of
‘Nimrod’ has this month given an account of “Hunting in Shropshire’. Also at a meeting
held at the Lion Inn 17th March, it appears that Sir Bellingham Graham, Bart., is going to
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resign the management of the Shropshire Fox Hounds, having hunted the County for three
years, and that Sir Edward Smythe, William Lloyd and W. Smythe Owen, Esquires, have
offered to take the management of them. W. Smythe Owen, Esqr. is appointed for the
ensuing year.

Banking.

It was with much pleasure that | stated at the close of last year, the confidence placed in
our town and county banking houses, and it is with as much regret that | now record the
stoppage of the Ludlow and Bishop’s Castle Banks, on the 27th of this month, resulting,
no doubt, from the panic which the stoppage of the three Hereford banks occasioned in

that neighbourhood.

[fo. 12v] [IMG_7709]

Memorandum

The stoppage of Messrs. Coleman and Wellings Banking House at Ludlow &c occasioned
a sharp run on the banks in our town for eleven days.

1826, 13th March. Died at Chargot Lodge, near Dunster, co[unty] Somerset, aged 28
Harriett Rebekah Lethbridge, wife of John Hasketh Lethbridge, Esqr. eldest son of Sir
Thos. Buckler Lethbridge, Bart., M.P. and only daughter of the late John Mytton, Esqr. of
Halston, co. Salop.

[fo. 13r] [IMG_7710]

St. Chad’s. April 2nd 1826.

Whilst ringing St. Chad’s tenor bell for ch[urch] this morning the clapper broke,
fortunately no accident or damage occurred.

St. Mary’s. Monday April 10th.

The Reverend Hugh Owen, M.A., F.A.S., Archdeacon of Salop, Minister of St. Julian’s in
our town, Portionary of Bampton, co. Oxford, Prebendary of Lichfield and of Sarum, was
appointed Minister & Official of the Royal Peculiar of Saint Mary’s, being in the gift of
the Corporation. There were three other candidates, the Reverends James Wilding, Dr
John Stedman and William Vaughan. On a poll being demanded there were for
Archdeacon Owen 33 and Mr Vaughan 8. The former was proposed by the Rev. Dr Butler
and the latter by Alderman Kynnersley. The other candidates were out of form, proposed
by John Bather, Esquire, but had no votes. It may be proper here to observe that this is the
first election under the Act of 1798, when the presentation to the living was vested in the
Corporation at large, having previously been in that of the Mayor and Chief
Schoolmaster.

Sermons. Sunday April 16th.

Two sermons were preached at St. Chad’s Church for the benefit of the Girls School and
Boys Sunday School in that parish. In the morning by the Reverend William Clive, vicar
of Welsh Pool and in the evening by the Rev. Henry Gwyther, M.A., vicar of Yardley. The
latter gentleman preached one hour and half. The collections were £51 8s. 9d.

Roman coins.

Mr George Morris published in the Salopian Journal of the 19th instant additional
accounts of Roman coins found at Wroxeter in the possession of T. F. Dukes, Esquire, H.
Pidgeon and Mrs Drinkwater.
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History of Shrewsbury. Friday 21st April.

Parts 10 and 11 which complete the second volume of the History of Shrewsbury were
published by Messrs. W. & J. Eddowes this morning. These 2 parts had been in Salop
since last December but were delayed in consequence of some repair being wanted to the
plate of the *‘Ottely Family’.

[fo. 14r] [IMG_7711]

St. Marys. April 21st.

The Venerable Archdeacon Owen MA was inducted to the living at St. Mary’s this
morning, when he held his primary visitation.

Sunday April 23rd. Mr Owen performed the whole of the morning service, and read
the 39 Articles; at the conclusion of the second lesson he read his induction to the living,
which was signed by William Brayne Esq. Mayor and the Rev. Dr. Butler. He preached a
short but appropriate sermon from 2 chapter Titus 1 verse ‘Speak thou the things which
become sound doctrine’. In the course of which he thanked the parishioners for the
expressions of esteem shown towards him and passed a brief and affecting eulogy in
memory of their late pastor and that it should be his zealous endeavour to persevere in
sound doctrine and to preach the faith as it is in Jesus with [unreadable].

Baptist Chapel.

Same day two sermons were preached at the Baptist chapel by the Rev. James Lyster of
Liverpool for the benefit of the Sunday schools connected with that place. The collections
amounted to £20.14s.3d. A few donations were received afterwards which will make it
about £22.

St. Marys.

The cast iron palisading westward of St. Mary’s church finished. Workmen have also
commenced enlarging the North side of the church yard, by extending it for 7 or 8 ft. into
the opposite area, the ground of which appears originally to have formed part of the
cemetery, for in laying the water pipes a few years ago a considerable quantity of bones
were dug up.

[fo. 14v]

St Mary’s. It should have been stated on the other side that the gates leading towards the
Infirmary were put up last month at the expense of the ‘Committee of management’ and
are to afford a thoroughfare for cattle etc during fairs. The west entrance into St Mary’s
church opened as a thoroughfare to public worship. May 1826. H. P.

St. Julian’s. The red stone basement of Saint Julian’s tower repaired, by dressing and
pointing the lowest portion, and covering the upper with Roman cement, and the whole
afterwards coloured down; heavy mouldings have also been placed around the windows.
The stone in the lowest part of this tower proved unusually hard, and appears a different
quality to the soft, friable red stone, so common in most of our ancient edifices. April
24th.,

Election. Friday 28th. April.

In consequence of an expected early dissolution of Parliament, Robert Aglionby Slaney
Esg. of Hatton Grange commenced canvassing [fo.15r] [IMG_7713] our borough this
morning. He is the son of Robert Slaney Esq. of Hatton Grange, and a nephew, by
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marriage, to Joseph Mucklestone, Esquire of Prescot near Baschurch.

Mr Slaney is the author of an essay on the beneficial direction of rural expenditure.
And on the employment of the poor.
[fo. 14v]
Mr Slaney published in February 1827 a tract entitled ‘Some thoughts on the wages of
labour and the welfare of the working classes’, price 6d. It was much ridiculed. H. P.

May 1826.

Lord Hill.

The Right Hon. Lord Hill has presented to our corporation a full length portrait of
himself, painted by Sir William Beechy, and which has been hung up in the Grand Jury
Room, beside that of our gallant townsman Admiral Benbow. The picture possesses life
and spirit in its execution and is esteemed an excellent likeness of the illustrious Hero of
Almaraz etc.

Corporation.
A meeting of the corporation on business relating to the House of Industry and to the
apprenticing of poor children etc.

Wesleyan Missions.

The Shrewsbury anniversary in aid of the Wesleyan Methodist Missions was held in St.
John’s chapel, when two sermons were preached on Sunday May 7th., and one on the
Wednesday and Thursday following, on which latter day the public meeting was held.
The collections after the different services amounted to about £34.

J. T. Lloyd Esq. Friday May 12th.

The remains of John Thomas Lloyd Esquire of the Stone House, who died in London on
the 4th May aged 35 years were interred in a vault on the left of the West entrance into
Saint Mary’s church yard.

Saint Mary’s.

The body corporate attended divine service at Saint Mary’s church this morning, where a
sermon was preached by the Venerable Archdeacon Owen.

The annual anthem was sung at St. Chad’s church in the afternoon in a very superior
manner by Messrs William Hay and [fo. 16r] [IMG_7715] Richard Wisley and another,
the two former are members of our ‘Philharmonic Society.’

Same day. Francis Baldwin Leighton Esquire only son of General Sir Baldwin Leighton
Bart of Loton Park attained his majority. The rejoicings on the occasion took place on the
following day, at Alberbury and the surrounding neighbourhood, but not in the manner as
was expected — hear an eye witness!

A party of friends and tradesmen to the house of Loton dined at the Raven Inn, Salop.

United Parishes.

It was determined in the early part of this month in London that the present Act for
incorporating the several parishes in our town passed in the 24 George Il ch. 15 be
repealed, and a new Act was granted to continue the present establishment at the House of
Industry at a certain rate per annum, at the same time the incorporated parishes to
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contribute in the usual proportion as they have hitherto done towards the repairs and
expenses of the establishment etc. etc.

Mem[orandum]. Saturday May 20th.

At a special assembly of the guardians of the poor this morning, the new Bill of
incorporation (now before the House of Lords) was read and approved of, subject to such
alterations as the Parliament in its wisdom might think proper to make, and the seal of the
corporation was affixed thereto.

Rev. John Mayor.

Died 22nd May. The Reverend John Mayor M.A. 40 years vicar of Shawbury aged 70
years; and truly in the words of his obituary he exhibited in social and domestic life an
amiable pattern of Christian virtue. He had adorned the clerical profession by the extent
of his biblical learning, the soundness of his doctrine and the holiness of his life. His
remains were interred at Shawbury and his pall supported by clergymen. He was
presented to the living in 1781, by R. Hill Esqg.

[fo. 15v] IMG_7714]

Rev. John Mayor. Two Sermons have been published on the death of Mr. Mayor, as
under: May 28th 1826

‘A sermon preached in the parish church of Shawbury on the lamented death of the Rev.
John Mayor, vicar of that place, who departed on the 22nd of the same month aged 71.’
By the Rev. Brian Hill, A. M. Watton. p 23. Price 1s. Romans 1 chapter 9 verse.

The sermon states, he was a man of much prayer and warm affections (p. 3) devoted
to God in his youth and consistency has ever marked his conduct. He loved to search the
scriptures, he explored them as a mine of wisdom and knowledge discovering therein
such treasures as he deemed more valuable than all the riches of the world. He had long
been indisposed and his departure was at last sudden.

‘A sermon preached in the parish church of Shawbury, June 4th 1826. On occasion of the
funeral of the Rev. John Mayor vicar of that place’ by the Rev. Edward Bather M. A.,
vicar of Meole Brace.

The author states that the sermon was ‘not written with any view of publication,
neither is it published’, but in compliance with the wishes of the surviving relatives of the
deceased ‘he has printed a small impression which he puts into their hands for
distribution’. 12 Hebrews 7 verse. In the course of the sermon the preacher stated that
‘five and forty years he was your minister, seeking not yours but you’ (p.4). He was a
rational believer, and though naturally of a sanguine temper, no ignorant [fo. 16v]
[IMG_7716] or hasty enthusiast. He was well stored in general literature, and gave
attention to general science, he knew the province and the bounds of both.

He lived the gospel as well as preached it, both in his general calling as a member of
society and in his special calling as a Christian minister. He had his peculiarities and no
doubt his particular misconceptions and eccentricities.

This sermon from the very excellent precepts and admonitions, which it inculcates
demands a more extensive circulation. Space will not allow me to make further extracts
relative to the life and virtues of this Christian pastor, whose death it improves, and whose
memory | doubt not will be long venerated by the parishioners of Shawbury.
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[fo. 17r] [IMG_7717]

Shropshire Gazetteer. May 24th.

The Shropshire Gazetteer, completed in 30 numbers. The first number was published in
Sept. 1824. Small paper 9d. large paper 1s. per copy.

Theatre.
The celebrated actress Miss Foote performed at our theatre on the evenings of May 25, 26
and 27 to the satisfaction of very crowded audiences.

Cavalry. May 25th.
The Shrewsbury Yeomanry Cavalry, under the command of Colonel Dallas, completed
their usual term of eight days training. They were reviewed yesterday by a Major Rogers.

Mr. Wilding.

Died May 23rd. aged 75. Mr. James Wilding many years a schoolmaster in this town, he
was the father, or senior member of our society of change ringers and wrote the
inscriptions for St. Chad’s and St. Alkmund’s bells. He was interred at St. Chad’s church
on the 27th and a fine muffled peal was rung at St. Mary’s in the evening, as a mark of
respect to his memory.

Shrewsbury Show. May 29th.
The ancient pageantry of our show was conducted with the same spirit this year, as it has
been for the three proceeding years. The following companies went to Kingsland in the
usual order of procession, which as | detailed at length last year need not be repeated:

- The master and apprentices shoemakers

- The master and apprentices tailors

- The master and apprentices butchers

- The master and apprentices smiths

- The master and apprentices builders
and the masters of the Combrethren of saddlers, painters etc. The mayor, supported by
J.C. Pelham and R. Corbett Esgs. M.P.s and several members of the body corporate with
their friends, followed about an hour afterwards, and in the course of the evening visited
the several companies in their respective arbours, and returned with the trades from
Kingsland at %2 past 8 o’clock, and the town which is seldom the case on a show night
[fo.18r] [IMG_7718] was soon quiet. It may be observed that the day was fine until 5
o’clock, when a few slight showers fell.

Primitive Methodists. Sunday June 4th.

The chapel originally built for the Sandemanian Baptists, in Castle Court, Castle Street,
was opened for public worship by the Primitive Methodists, when three sermons were
preached on the occasion in the course of the day; and on the following day, two more,
that at night by the Rev. M. Kent, Baptist minister. The collections made after services
amounted to £25. 1s. 4d.

This sect, better known by the name of ‘Ranters’ first introduced themselves into our
town in 1822, by preaching in the streets, suburbs etc. and soon afterwards hired a
malthouse in Barker Street, which they continued to occupy until the present edifice was
purchased by them.

Election. Wednesday June 7th.
Not the least idea was entertained that a third candidate would offer for the representation
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of our borough and the following advertisement, which appeared in the Salopian Journal
of this morning, seemed to hint, that the nomination, election, chairing and the dinner,
would be comfortably settled in one day!!!
The friends of Mr. Slaney and Mr. Corbett intend dining at the Talbot Hotel on Friday
next, to celebrate their return to Parliament; the mayor in the chair. Persons who
intend to dine are requested to leave their names at the bar.
However, about eleven o’clock this morning, a considerable interest was excited, on its
being rumoured that a third candidate had arrived, and had actually commenced, with
several other gentlemen, to canvass the town; this rumour was shortly afterwards
confirmed by the circulation of the following address.
To the worthy electors etc. etc.
Having been requested by a number of respectable gentlemen of the town of
Shrewsbury to offer myself as a candidate to represent this ancient borough in
[fo.19r] [IMG_7720] the ensuing parliament, I hope I shall not be thought too
presumptuous when | say, that I am now here waiting the decision of your wishes, |
trust 1 shall not be objected to for being a thorough friend to our protestant
constitutional as by law established. Signed, Thomas Boycott.
Mr. Boycott is of an ancient Shropshire family, and whose ancestors once held
considerable property in this borough, as well as the estate which he now possesses at
Boycott, in the parish of Pontesbury: he resides at Rudge on the borders of Staffordshire,
and is but little known to the generality of the inhabitants in Shrewsbury.

[fo. 18v] [IMG_7719]
The armorial bearings of Mr. Boycott are Gules, on a chief embattled argent, three hand
grenades, enflamed, proper crest out of a mural crown gules, an armed arm, holding in the
hand a grenade, enflamed, proper. motto Pro Rege et Religione

The original grant of these arms was made to Mr. Boycott’s ancestor, Colonel
Boycott of Boycott, in this county, for the very valuable services he had rendered to King
Charles 1st and particularly for the large supplies of ammunition and military stores he
had procured for that unfortunate monarch. (By favour of Mr. James Morris)

[fo. 19r cont.]

Thursday 8th About seven o’clock this evening the workmen and children at the factories,
with a vast concourse of persons of Mr. Slaney’s party, commenced parading the streets
with music and a large green flag, with his armorial bearings beautifully emblazoned.
This soon gathered a numerous body of Mr. Boycott’s party, who having got possession
of a flag, proceeded to the Talbot Hotel, and from thence began to make their
perambulations through the town; at % past 9 they again assembled in front of the Talbot,
when Mr. Boycott and friends appeared at the windows, and he (with the aid of a
prompter) briefly addressed the multitude, and concluded by saying “that upon his word
and honour, he was so tired from going about today that he could scarcely stir from his
chair, and should retire and go to bed, but they might depend upon his appearance at the
hustings in the morning’.

Borough Nomination. Friday 9th.
The account of the nomination for the borough with all further particulars relative to the
election | have thought advisable to postpone until the close of it.

St. Alkmund’s. Sunday June 11th.
A sermon was preached this evening at Saint Alkmund’s church, for the benefit of the
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Moravian missions, by the Rev. H. Owen D.C.L., rector of Beccles and Endgate, and
vicar of Great Reddisham, Suffolk. Collection £18 13s. 6d.

[fo. 20r] [IMG_7721]

Visitation. Monday June 12th

The Venerable Archdeacon Owen, M.A. held his visitation in the Parish Church of St.
Chad, this morning; the Rev. George Burd, Curate of Middle, preached the sermon.

County Nomination. Tuesday June 14th

The nomination of two members to represent our County in Parliament took place this
morning in the Shire Hall. John Cotes Esquire, High Sheriff in the Chair. The late
members Sir Rowland Hill Bart, and John Cressett Pelham Esq., were again proposed, the
former by Sir Andrew Corbet and seconded by E. W. S. Owen Esq., the latter by William
Owen Esqg (Woodhouse) seconded by the Rev. Edward Burton M.A.

General Election Shrewsbury 1826

Friday June 9th

The nomination of two members to represent our Borough in the ensuing Parliament took
place in the Town Hall this morning which was crowded to excess, the usual preliminary
forms having been gone through. Alderman William Cludde rose and proposed our late
member, Mr Panton Corbett, which was seconded by Alderman Edward Burton. Mr
Corbett returned thanks in an appropriate speech, chiefly alluding to his late
Parliamentary conduct. John Mytton Esquire then proposed Robert Aglionby Slaney,
Esg., which was seconded by Mr Joseph Wilson Draper. Mr Slaney then rose and in an
energetic speech fully explained his sentiments. — Francis Knyvett Leighton Esq. then
proposed Thomas Boycott Esq., which was seconded by Mr John VVaughan Draper, Mr B.
briefly replied. The Venerable Archdeacon Corbett in a fine speech explained the
Catholic Question and adverted to the favours his son had received from this Town after
which the Rev. John Wilde addressed the meeting. A show of hands was then taken when
the Mayor declared the greatest member to be in favour of Mr Slaney and the next
greatest for Mr Corbett, on which Col Leighton on behalf of Mr Boycott, demanded a poll
which was adjourned to ten o’clock the next day.

[fo. 21r] [IMG_7722]

Saturday June 10th.

The poll opened soon after 10 o’clock this morning, and continued until near 6 this
evening, when the numbers stood for Mr Corbett 129, Slaney 69, Boycott 68. Mr Slaney
and Mr Boycott were conveyed from the hall in chairs, the former to the Lion Inn and the
latter to the Talbot, preceded by their flags, music &c. Mr Slaney from the windows of the
Lion made a fine energetic speech in which he stated ‘that if he were to be styled by any
name it should be that of the Tradesman’s stay and the Poor Man’s Friend.” Vast
quantities of people continued parading the streets until midnight vociferating the names
of their favourite candidates.

Sunday appeared to be but little regarded by either party and no doubt both were anxious
for Monday morning which presented a scene of activity at an early hour, several battles

took place near the Market Hall in the afternoon, and about 6 o’clock owing to a flag that
had been taken from Boycott’s party and demolished (they having previously insulted Mr
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Slaney’s party whilst conveying him from the Hall) an immense concourse of persons
assembled near the Market Place, when a general scuffle ensued from the Fox Inn to
below the Talbot, and serious consequences were apprehended, after several broken
heads, black eyes and bloody noses, had been given and received by the combatants of
each party, the multitude dispersed.

Tuesday evening. Mr Slaney according to a notice issued, met a company of his friends
on the Square about 8 o’clock and walked with them through some of the principal
streets, preceded by a band of music, flags &c. and arrived at the Lion Inn by 10 o’clock
when he and John Mytton Esquire addressed the spectators who after three hearty cheers
quietly dispersed.

Wednesday evening. Several slight skirmishes took place, and it must be observed that
although this election has been carried on with the greatest good humour by the
respectable burgesses, more animosity scarcely ever prevailed amongst the scum of the
lower orders.

[fo. 22r] [IMG_7723]
Thursday Morning. About 9 o’clock a considerable stir was created among Mr Slaney’s
party on its being stated that Mr Boycott had resigned, although he possessed the majority
of 1. At the usual time for polling F. K. Leighton Esquire appeared on the hustings and
said ‘that Mr Boycott’s friends in consideration of his personal interest had advised him
not to prolong the contest’. The poll, however, was afterwards kept open nearly two hours
for those who chose to record their votes, and after an hour had elapsed from that time,
the Mayor declared Panton Corbett and Robert Aglionby Slaney, Esquires, duly elected,
when they returned thanks &c &c. On coming out of the Hall they were placed in two
chairs and carried to their respective inns.

State of the poll each day.

Corbett | Slaney | Boycott

Saturday 129 69 68
Monday 257 142 144
Tuesday 432 235 239
Wednesday 505 275 275
Thursday 627 387 283

[cancelled Majority for Mr Slaney 104].

Friday June 16th. A circumstance will take place in our Borough this day which probably
has never occurred before, viz. The chairing of the Town and County members on the
same day. The town consequently at an early hour manifested an appearance of bustle,
and though it was not expected that there would be much company from the country,
owing to the shortness of the notice, yet by 12 o’clock, the hour appointed for the election
of the county members, a vast quantity had arrived and the groups of respectable people
passing towards the Castle, gave Pride Hill and Castle Street a lively appearance, whilst
the scene in the foreground was considerably heightened by ‘an Union Jack’ floating
above the trees from the summit of the watch tower on the Castle Mount.

‘Where Pulteney’s had flourished before.”
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The two candidates who had been proposed on the 13th inst. having assembled with a
respectable body of gentlemen and freeholders in the Shire Hall, proceeded, as is
customary [fo. 23r] [IMG_7724] from thence to the Castle Court, where William Owen
Esquire of Woodhouse proposed them as fit and proper persons to represent our county in
the ensuing Parliament, which was seconded by Francis Blythe Harries, Esquire, on
which the High Sheriff declared them duly elected, and girded on their swords. The
procession returned again to the hall where the chairing immediately commenced, from
thence up Pride Hill to the Castle, along St. Mary’s Street, Dogpole, down High Street,
Mardol, Barker Street, with Mr Pelham to Mr Cooper’s, St. John’s Hill, and Mr Hill along
Princess Street to the Lion Inn.

The chairing of the members of our Borough commenced about 4 o’clock and was
conducted in a very respectable and orderly manner, to give a full detail of the procession
would very far exceed my limits, suffice it, that the arrangements of the music, banners,
mottos, flags &c. was highly creditable. The banners of the incorporated companies
demands a place for their briefness.

Shoe makers True to the last

Tailors True as a needle to the pole

Butchers Roast beef of Old England

Smiths Success to the Iron Trade. Rev[erse] What’s truer than steel
Builders Hearts of oak and good foundation

Sadlers Hold fast, sit sure. Rev[erse]. What’s tougher than leather.

A large assembly of respectable burgesses and friends followed, the chairs bearing
favours of purple and orange, and primrose and green, the colours of the two members.
The procession went the usual circuit and delivered the members at their respective inns,
precisely at 7 o’clock, when about 130 friends of Mr Slaney dined with him at the Lion,
to which Mr Corbett was invited.

[fo. 24r] [IMG_7726]

Holy Cross St. Giles. Saturday June 17th.

The Reverend Robert Lingen Burton, son of Edward Burton, Esquire, banker, was
inducted by the Rev. W. Gorsuch Rowland to the vicarage of the Holy Cross and Saint
Giles, on the resignation of his uncle, the Rev. Henry Burton, M.A. Vicar of Atcham &c.

Hay Harvest.

The hay harvest is commenced in our vicinity. The crops owing to the long continued
drought, were probably never lighter, in some places it will little better than pay for the
getting in. June 20th 1826.

St. Chad’s Bells. Monday June 26th.

At 20 minutes past 7 a.m. Saint Chad’s bells struck up a merry peal for the first time since
September 1824, and which had been only rung thrice during the preceding 9 months,
owing to the indisposition of Miss Pemberton who resided near the church. | should be
wanting if 1 did not here bear witness to the great patience and forbearance of the
parishioners in allowing their fine bells to remain mute for so long a period, and whose
conduct on the occasion demands the warmest eulogy and though, indeed, we have much
regretted their silence, we cannot but have sympathised in the protracted indisposition of
the estimable lady who was the occasion thereof, but whom we have now every reason to
believe is not only beyond the reach of all noise and suffering, but is enjoying the
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presence of God her Saviour, having departed this life on Friday last aged 57 years. [fo.
23v] [IMG_7725] Miss Pemberton was the daughter of the late [blank] Pemberton of
Wrockwardine, to which place her remains were conveyed for interment.

[fo. 24r cont]

Publick Dinner. Monday 26th.

According to an invitation given to Thomas Boycott Esquire (the unsuccessful candidate
at our late election) to a public dinner at the Talbot Hotel, a respectable company of
burgesses and friends on horseback and afoot assembled at Lord Hill’s Column to escort
him into town. He arrived there about %2 past 12 o’clock, when the horses were taken
from his [fo. 25r] [IMG_7727] carriage and he was drawn through some of the principal
streets preceded by several flags and a band of music. The burgesses and friends walked
two and two before the carriage, whilst those on horseback followed it. The procession
arrived at the Talbot about 2 o’clock, when Mr Boycott very briefly addressed his friends
from the window, and at five o’clock nearly 200 sat down to an elegant dinner, consisting
of every delicacy. Colonel F. Knyvett Leighton, President.

Abbey Church.

Workmen have commenced replacing the brickwork floor of the north aisle and porch in
the Abbey church with flag stones. The recumbent figure within an arch at the upper end
of the south aisle, said to represent Earl Roger de Montgomery has lately been elevated
on a basement, whose sides are adorned with pointed arches.

Publick Dinner. Friday June 31st.

About one hundred gentlemen and tradesmen principally burgesses sat down to an
excellent dinner at the Raven Inn to celebrate Mr Slaney’s return to Parliament. John
Mytton, Esquire, in the chair, supported by Mr Slaney and Joseph Mucklestone, Esquire,
after the cloth had been removed, toast and song went merrily round, amid the greatest
hilarity and in the absence of a band of music Saint Mary’s bells continued sending forth
their delightful melodies throughout the evening.

Coleham.

The forming of a new line of road towards Meole, having occasioned a necessary rise of
the street, workmen commenced this week raising the road leading towards the Brewery,
commonly called Longden Coleham, to the height of more than 4 feet, which will be a
considerable improvement, not only as tending to keep it free from inundation by
moderate floods, to which it was before liable, but as a preventative of many accidents in
dark nights in consequence of [fo. 25r (sic)] [IMG_7729] the footpath being the
aforementioned height above the carriage way

[fo. 25v] [IMG_7728]

Miscellanea. June 14th

Died at Oxon aged 58, Rev. R. Spearman, M.A. Rector of Preston, Co. Salop and of
Haddenham, Co. Cambridge.

[fo. 25r bis] [IMG_7729]

St. Giles. Sunday evening July 2nd.

Divine service was (as is customary on the Sunday before July 3rd and August 12th)
performed in the little church of Saint Giles, which was filled by an attentive audience.
The Reverend William Gorsuch Rowland late officiating minister at the Abbey read the
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prayers and illustrated very perspicuously the 6th verse of the 14 chapter of Saint John.
This is the first time Mr Rowland has preached since he left the Abbey.

Pedestrianism. Monday July 3rd.
A pedestrian named Thomas Skipper walked 50 miles in 10 minutes less than 10 hours on
the Quarry lower walk.

Bible Society. Wednesday July 5.

The annual meeting of the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society was held in the Town Hall,
the Venerable Archdeacon Corbett, President. The report was read by the Reverend
Thomas Weaver, one of the secretaries and stated that this Society had in the past year
distributed 2376 Bibles and Testaments at an expense of £550, and also had transmitted to
the parent society £500. The meeting was addressed by several clergymen, gentlemen and
dissenting ministers. The address of our townsman, the Rev. William Urwick of Sligo in
Ireland excited particular attention.

Good Samaritan Society. Sunday July 9th.

The annual meeting of the subscribers and friends to the ‘Good Samaritan Society’ was
held this afternoon in St. John’s chapel when the report was ordered to be printed. £1 3s.
9d was collected after the meeting at the door.

Convocation. Tuesday July 11th.

A meeting of the beneficed clergy in the archdeaconry of Salop was held in [fo. 26r]
[IMG_7731] Saint Chad’s church to choose two delegates to represent the whole of the
clergy in the Diocese of Lichfield and Coventry in the ensuing convocation. When the
Venerable Archdeacon Buckeridge D.D. Minister of Newport and the Rev. John Vane,
vicar of Wroxeter were appointed.

[fo. 25v. bis] [IMG_7730]

Diocese of Lichfield and Coventry. John Mott, Esquire has resigned the office of
secretary and general steward to the Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. Philip
Seckerson, Esquire of Stafford is appointed his successor. August 1826.

[fo. 26r] [IMG_7731]

Wool Fair. Wednesday July 12th.

I noticed last year that the July Wool Fair was the smallest | had ever witnessed, and have
now to state that the present one was considerably less than that, presenting but little wool
and that at unprecedented low prices.

Saint Julian’s. Thursday July 13th.

The Venerable Archdeacon Owen, the much beloved minister of Saint Julian’s parish for
more than 35 years, having resigned the living in consequence of his presentation to Saint
Mary’s, The Rev. Frederick Iliff, M.A. Assistant master at our Royal Free Grammar
School, has been on the petition of the parishioners and the recommendations of the
Venerable Archdeacons Owen and Butler, appointed by the Earl of Tankerville as his
successor. He was inducted this morning by his venerable predecessor after which he
visited many of his parishioners and dined with a respectable company of them at the
Raven and Bell Inn.

Sunday morning 16th. The Reverend Frederick Iliff, M.A. read his institution to the living
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of St. Julian’s and declared his assent to the Articles of the Church of England as by law
established, but did not read them, after which he preached from the 34th verse of the 4
chapter of Saint John

‘My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.’
From which passage he very briefly shewed the object of our blessed Saviour’s coming
upon earth, and that it was his meat and his drink in going from city to city to inculcate
the word, though no one can come up to our Saviour in doing the good which he did,
though the Christian minister cannot compel men by signs and wonders to believe, yet he
may humbly imitate him, this [fo. 27r] [IMG_7733] so far as may be done, and is
indispensable in the character of a Christian minister, it teaches him that he has an
arduous part to perform. He stated that in our passage through the world we cannot avoid
its ordinary pursuits (its little recreations) such a denouncement of the world would be
impracticable, it may indeed be practicable in a state of paradise. It is only when the
world becomes the paramount object of the affections that it is sinful, that the result does
not correspond with the means of employment that man can become the better by
deadening the energies of our nature. Alluding to ministers, he observed that more should
be expected from us than from others, is but just, but it must be remembered that we are
but men, and that we should be measured by the same standard. In confining himself to
general remarks, he would rather have left truth and time to have spoken for him
hereafter. He noticed the course he should pursue, craved every indulgence for his
inexperience, that resolutions at the best are but vain, that the performance often falls far
short of what might be expected and that among the diversity of opinions it is impossible
all will be satisfied, but one thing he had determined, how he should best satisfy his own
conscience. He thanked them for the kindness which had always been manifested towards
him, and for the high station which he held amongst them, that he had prayed earnestly to
God for wisdom, to guide himself in the duty of Him in whose service he professed to be,
and that a continuance of the Union, which now prevailed amongst you, may always
continue, so that we may finally become one fold under one shepherd Jesus Christ. It may
be observed that his sermon on the present occasion (as they seldom hitherto have done)
did not exceed 15 minutes.

[fo. 26v]
Memorandum. Mr 1liff married December 19th 1825 Miss Sarah Cheyne. He resigned St
Julians.

[fo.27r contd]

Infirmary. Tuesday July 18th.

A numerous and very respectable meeting of the subscribers to the Salop Infirmary was
held in the board room this morning to receive the report of the committee appointed on
the 17th November last, to consider the necessity of giving additional means of [fo. 28r]
[IMG_7734] accommodation to the Institution. William Lacon Childe, Esquire, the
treasurer for the present year in the chair. The report which was read by the Viscount
Clive stated that Mr Haycock had been requested to prepare plans, First, for the erection
of a new infirmary on the present site. Secondly, of repairing the present edifice and
adding one wing. Thirdly, of repairing and adding two wings thereto. Fourthly, for
repairing the present building and offices. The expense of the first plan for the erection of
a new Infirmary to receive 150 inpatients (being double the number to what the present
one can accommodate) was estimated at £14,000, for the second £5,000, third £8,000,
fourth £2000. After much important consultation it was resolved that another meeting
should take place in the Hunt Week, and that in the mean time the report of the committee
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should be circulated among the subscribers.
Shropshire Summer Assize

Wednesday July 19th.

In consequence of Mr Justice Burrough and Mr Barron Garrow being detained at
Stafford, Mr Serjeant Peake arrived in town accompanied with the usual formalities,
about %2 post 2 o’clock, and opened the Commission of Assize, after which he
immediately proceeded to St. Chad’s church, the Reverend W. H Molineux, M.A. the
sheriff’s chaplain, preached a sermon from 1 Samuel 2 chapter 25 verse.

Thursday morning Mr Justice Burroughs took his seat in the Crown Court and Mr Baron
Garrow in the Nisi Prius. The calendar contains the names of 14 prisoners which were
disposed of by Thursday evening, when one was left for execution, four had judgement of
death recorded against them, three received sentence of transportation, two to be
imprisoned, three not guilty, against one was no bill.

The Nisi Prius business was never heavier, these are special jury causes.

The Assizes owing to the pressure of law business did not terminate until 9 o’clock on
Tuesday evening, being the longest law assize remembered, three important law cases
were postponed.

[fo. 28v] [IMG_7735]

Memorandum.

Baron Garrow is particularly fond of Shropshire Ale, and when he comes this circuit
generally stops a short time to partake of his favourite beverage at Mr Taylors of the Hay
Gate.

[fo. 29r] [IMG_7736]

National School. Sunday morning July 23rd.

A very respectable body of the supporters of our National School on Dr Bell’s System
met Robert Burton, Esquire, the president at the Town Hall and proceeded from thence
with the Mayor and a few members of the body corporate to the Abbey church, where an
excellent sermon was preached by the Reverend Edward Burton, M.A., from [blank]. He
also preached again in the afternoon at St. Julian’s. The collections amounted to [blank].
The report states that the receipts ending Lady Day 1826 amounted to the sum of £440
16s. 10d. And the disbursements to £367 5s. 1d. leaving a balance of £73 11s. 9d. in the
treasurer’s hands. There are 120 boys and 105 girls in the school. This institution has for
many years and still continues to derive incalculable benefit from the daily
superintendence of its indefatigable secretary, the Reverend William Gorsuch Rowland,
M.A.

Samaritan Society. July 29th.

The report of the ‘Good Samaritan Society’ published, from which it appears that £39 8s.
0d. was expended on 98 poor objects in the course of the year ending Lady Day last, 138
visits were made. The disbursements including a balance of £7 5s. 9d. due to the treasurer
from last year amount to £50 16s. 3d., the receipts to £47 6s. 0%d. leaving a balance of £3
10s. 2%d. again due to him.

Miscellanea.

Married 4th July at Grinshill Rev. John Wood, M.A., head master of Shiffnal School, to
Elizabeth, second daughter of the late Francis Pitt, Esquire.
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Shawbury. The Rev. W. S. Marvin, M.A. was instituted to the vicarage of Shawbury on
the presentation of W. Marvin Esquire of Frowlesworth, co. Leicester (by purchase from
Sir Andrew Corbett, Bart.).

Died July 27th aged 52 Mr John Straphun, the Column in honour of Lord Hill was built
under his superintendence.

[fo. 30r] [IMG_7737]

July.

About the middle of this month a neat tablet was placed against the east wall of the
chancel of Saint Chad’s church to the memory of our late worthy and esteemed vicar The
following is the inscription in text capitals.

Sacred to the memory of
The Revd. Thomas Stedman, M.A.
Forty two years vicar of this parish during which period
his mind, his writings and his discourse
were with deep humility devoted
to the glory of God the happiness of mankind
and the temporal and spiritual interests of his flock
for the acceptance of his ministerial labours
he trusted alone to the all sufficient merits
and prevailing intercession of
the Great Head of the Church
who in that day when he shall give his labourers their hire
shall welcome him with
well done thou good and faithful servant. Matt. xxv, xxi

He was born December 14th 1745 and died December 5th 1825 in the 80th year of his
age.

Animated with a deep sense of duty, love and gratitude, his children have erected this
memorial for the best of parents.
It is placed above that of his first wife’s.

[fo. 31r] [IMG_7738]

Corn Harvest. August 3rd 1826.

The extreme hot weather has considerably forwarded the ripening of the corn &c and
rendered the harvest this year the earliest and shortest ever, remembered by the oldest
people, indeed, the grain was frequently cut and carried on the same day, the gathering in
will be generally completed this week. The crops of wheat, both in produce and quality
are good, those of barley and oats are extremely light and the straw very short, peas etc
are considerably worse, being parched by the heat before they came to perfection.

Execution. Saturday August 5th.
Henry Moss, aged 52, who was convicted at out late assizes of stealing two horses, the
property of Mr Dicken of Waters Upton, was executed in front or our county gaol.

Ireland

I noticed last year the formation of an association at Wem in aid of the Sunday School
Society in Ireland, their first anniversary meeting was held on the 2nd instant, when much
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to the honour of that small place, the report stated that £71 7s. 6d. had been added to the
funds of the parent society.

Saint Giles. Sunday evening August 6th.

Divine service was according to custom performed in St. Giles’s church. The Reverend
William Gorsuch Rowland, M.A. preached an interesting sermon from the 2 chapter of
Acts 42 and 43 verses, illustrative of the piety of the Primitive Christians (see notes).

St. Mary’s
The Reverend John Watkins preached his farewell sermon to the parishioners of St.
Mary’s, of which parish he had been curate six years.

The Ranters held their annual meeting of preaching out of doors in the timber yard on
the site of the Dominican Friars.

Wool Fair. Wednesday August 9th.

Our Wool Fair was less than either of those | have before noticed, which may be
attributed to the extremely low price of the commodity and to a practice which is
becoming general with the dealers of going round and purchasing from the farmers at
their residences and to this may be added the depressed state of the woollen manufactory.

[fo. 32r] [IMG_7739]

Bible Society. Sunday morning August 13th.

The Reverend David Hughes, M.A. rector of Llanffyllin, preached a sermon in Saint
Chad’s church, for the benefit of the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society, from 8 chapter
Isaiah 20 verse, of which the following is an abridgement.

He commenced his discourse by shewing in what manner true religion has flourished
in the world, and noticed its state from the Jewish Church, to the birth of our Saviour, that
the infidelity and enthusiasm which has arisen in modern times, may be attributed to
inattention to the sacred volume and that sceptics &c are often found to have only a slight
knowledge of its contents, beside the passages which they have picked out to suit their
own ideas.

The divisions of the Christian world have justly been denominated a shame to its
friends and a triumph to its enemies, had the Scriptures been more read and better
understood by all denominations of Christians from the days of the Apostles, to the
present time, greater peace would have prevailed in the Christian Church in the present
day. How often do we behold people led away by popular preachers, who promulgate
their own favourite creeds, and when the creed is once admitted, is seldom examined by
‘the law and the testimony.” The conduct of Christians among heathen and Mahometan
nations has frequently had a tendency to lower true religion in their eyes. Christians have
been too apt to forget the precept of their divine master. ‘Whatsoever ye would that men
should do unto you &c’ and ‘to let their light so shine before men that they seeing their
good works may glorify their father which is in heaven.” These heathens knowing nothing
of Christianity but what they learn from its professors, see not unfrequently that the
religion of Christ must be a mere delusion.

Now, the British and Foreign Bible Society professes to give sanction to that sacred
volume which Protestants allow to be theirs, without note or comment. This sacred
volume tells us that there is but one Book, and wherever human beings dwell, our noblest
efforts should be to press upon the minds of men, that ‘the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom’. The few millions of copies of the Scriptures which have been
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circulated are nothing to the wants of the people. The operations and effects of the Bible
Society may be [fo. 33r] [IMG_7740] considered.

First We shall have a better informed, a better behaved community amongst
ourselves, more justice, more humanity, uprightness and benevolence reigning throughout
the land, there will not be that | was going to say, jangling among the higher and lower
orders of society. We shall learn to be more humble before God, more contented in our
station in life, more grateful for mercies and favours, better prepared for death and more
sure of immortal glory in the other world.

Secondly, we shall have more peace and harmony and good will among the various
denominations which inhabit this country. It will teach us what are the essentials and the
non-essentials of the Kingdom of God, and that they are not to be obtained by this, or by
that preacher. Thirdly. We shall find (and we now begin to see it) that our sailors, soldiers
and merchant seamen, by perusing their Bibles, learn to conduct themselves in their
intercourse with other nations worthy the character of British soldiers, their inconsistent
lives will not tempt the ignorant natives to ask whether there are two Gods and two
Bibles?

The efforts of the British and Foreign Bible Society in translating the Holy
Scriptures, will be used under the influence of the Holy Spirit to bring all men unto God.
The Bible has already wrought wonders, and he further urged that as the Bible and the
circulation of the Scriptures, had wrought such wonders in this kingdom, by turning many
in the dark ages and in the present time, from the error of their ways, it was not
improbable that by continuing to contribute soberly, according to your means, similar
effects might be wrought abroad, so that ‘the knowledge of the Lord might cover the
earth.’

He said he should not now give a statement of the Society’s funds, operations, &c
that was more proper at a public meeting than from the pulpit, and which would be seen
in the report, but will *leave the cause in your hands, urging you to bear in mind that he
who giveth on this day giveth unto the Lord and he that with-holdeth, giveth not unto the
Lord’.

Five respectable gentlemen (three of whom are members of our ‘Philharmonic Society’)
very handsomely volunteered [fo. 34r] [IMG_7742] their services to assist in the singing
on the present occasion. They accordingly took their places in the seat in front of the
organ which was first appropriated by the Trustees for the use of the singers in February
last year. The congregation was unusually small as will be evident from the amount of the
collection which was only £22 7s. 7%2d. He preached again in the evening at Saint
Alkumnd’s when £11 2s. 4d. was collected, making a total of £33 9s. 11%4d.

[fo. 33v.] [IMG_7741]

Memorandum. The gentlemen who have so handsomely volunteered their services to

assist the singing at Saint Chad’s church, severally received the following letter, which

was signed by the church wardens.
We the undersigned church wardens of Saint Chad’s and members of the committee
for improving the choral department of the church beg to offer our thanks for your
attendance and exertions during the last two Sundays and to express a wish that you
will continue your services in the same good cause.

Received August 22nd 1826.

[fo. 34r contd] [IMG_7742]
Lord Liverpool. Sunday morning August 19th [corrected to 20th in pencil above]
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Lord Liverpool attended divine service at Saint Chad’s church. The Rev. Preston Nunn
preached from [blank] chapter of St. John [blank] verse. After service the Mayor walked
with him to the Talbot Hotel. The Lord Bishop of Chester who is on a visit to the Rev. Dr.
Butler attended service at Saint Mary’s.

Thursday August 23. The Reverend William G. Rowland was waited upon at his
residence by a deputation of the parishioners of the parish of Holy Cross and St. Giles,
who presented to him a splendid silver tureen weighing 155 ounces, which had been
purchased by a subscription among the parishioners, it is inscribed as follows:

Presented
to
The Reverend William Gorsuch Rowland, M.A.
Prebendary of Lichfield
as a tribute of sincere respect
for the faithful & conscientious performance
of his ministerial duties
in the parish of Holy Cross and St. Giles in Shrewsbury
during thirty two years
and
for his unremitted and enlightened attention
to the stability and appropriate decoration
of that sacred fabric.

Such is the inscription on the tureen but it wants the addition of The Abbey Church. See
note. [fo. 34v.] [IMG_7743] Memorandum. The inscription for Mr Rowland’s tureen was
written by the late Reverend J. B. Blakeway, the original is in the possession of Mr
Rowland. HP.

[fo. 35r] [IMG_7744]

River water. August 23rd.

A requisition signed by 159 respectable inhabitants having been sent to the Mayor
requesting him to convene a meeting of the inhabitants for the purpose of taking into
consideration the propriety and expediency of endeavouring to obtain a more certain
supply of river and spring water, which the residents in the town have been so long in
want of. He appointed this morning, when a numerous body of them assembled in the
Guild Hall, the Mayor in the chair, after a short discussion of the subject, the following
gentlemen were appointed a committee to enquire into and ascertain ‘the best mode of
obtaining and providing a regular supply of conduit and river water to the inhabitants.’

The Mayor
The members for the Borough
Mr J. C. Pelham Mr Eaton, senior
Dr. Butler Mr S. Harley
Mr E. Burton Mr Birch, builder
Mr F. K. Leighton Mr Carline
Mr Pery Mr Clement
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Dr. Sacheverall

Whilst ploughing a piece of stubble at Horton Lane near this town in the spring of the
year, a small brass medal was found, to which is appended a handle an inch and quarter in
length. It appears to have been struck in commemoration of Dr. Sacheverall’s passsage
through the kingdom and to have served the purpose of a ‘tobacco stopper.” Around a fine
head of the Doctor are the letters: H:SACH: D:D: The reverse has a mitre with the
inscription IS: FIRM: TO: THEE: See a description of it in the Salopian Journal of
August 23rd by H. Pidgeon.

New Mayor. August 25th.
Being the Friday after the feast of St. Bartholomy the Rev. Richard Corfield, M.A. Rector
of Pitchford and of Waters Upton was elected Mayor of our Borough.

[fo. 36r] [IMG_7745]

Miscellanea
Presentations.
The Reverend Benjamin Howell assistant minister at St. James’s, Ashted, was instituted
by the Bishop of Hereford to the rectory of Hughely [sic], Patron the Earl of Bradford.
Aug 2.
August 16. Reverend Robert Ridsdale, M.A. Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge and
domestick chaplain to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Cork and Orrery, was instituted by the
Bishop of St. Asaph to the rectory of Knockin. Patron the Earl of Bradford.
August [blank] The Reverend R. Bickerstaff surrogate curate of Chirk was instituted by
the Bishop of St. Asaph to the vicarage of St. Martin’s, on the resignation of the Rev. J.
Luxmore.

Married on the 10th August at Chetwynd, William Owen Jackson, Esquire, of the Inner
Temple, London, and of Long Ashton, co. Somerset, barrister at law, to Catherine
Elizabeth Bishton, eldest daughter of William Phillips, Esquire, of Chetwynd House.
Aug. 22nd. At Longnor, Lieut. Col. William Hull of the 1st or Grenadier Regt. Bombay
married to Mildred daughter of the Venerable Archdeacon Corbett, of Longnor Hall.

At St. Chad’s Reverend John Langley to Mary Emma relict of the late Henry Andrews,
Esquire, College Hill, Shrewsbury.

[fo. 37r] [IMG_7746]

St. Giles.

Workmen a few days since commenced lowering the ground on the north, east and west
sides of Saint Giles’s church to the depth of about five feet, under the superintendence of
the Reverend William Gorsuch Rowland, who informs me that he intends ceiling and
repairing the interior of the chancel at his own expense. Sept. 1st 1826.

Bell Stone.

The ancient mansion called Bellstone long the residence of the family of Owen was in
consequence of the death of Mrs Moyston Owen, widow of the late [blank] advertised for
sale by publick auction on the 27th of last month, but was not then sold, £1840 being only
offered and the reserve bidding was £3000, it having been previously valued at that sum
by Mr Haycock. About eight days afterwards Mr Hazledine the last bidder at the sale
purchased it by private treaty for £2500 — in the general opinion much above its value.

Church Missionary Society. Sunday morning September 10th.
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The Reverend T. Thomason, senior, chaplain of the East India Company at Calcutta,
preached a sermon in Saint Chad’s church for the benefit of the Shropshire Church
Missionary Society, from 2 chap. Joel part 28 verse ‘I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh’. He commenced his discourse by observing that when we labour for the cause of
missions, our great comfort is derived from the assurance that God will eventually pour
out his spirit, and under all circumstances we are to take courage in compliance with the
design of prophecy whilst we are assured that no hindrance can prevail against the word
of God. He then affectionately noticed the recent bereavement which the Society and the
Church in general had sustained in India by the loss of that zealous labourer Bishop
Heber, an event which would sadden the hearts of many and he found it necessary to go
to the word of prophecy for relief, but it was not his wish to begin his appeal this morning
with accents of sorrow but to put him as [fo. 38r] [IMG_7747] well as ourselves in mind
that God is still faithful unto us. He then proceeded to show how this scripture was
accomplished viz. at the day of Pentecost, in the short space of thirty years the Gospel
which began at Jerusalem pervaded the whole nation; thus we ought to contemplate it
with a lively hope, the disciples were the beginning of that great work which was to be
carried on to the end of time, and a surprising change through their efforts took place in
the world. In order to see the extent of the promise in the text we must look beyond the
compass of Jerusalem and view the whole Christian world.

In advocating the cause of the Church Missionary Society | would call your attention
first to this great promise and shew its nature and promises. First, as to the nature and
operations of this great promise (text) the spirit of God has always been poured out, but it
was reserved for a greater effusion in the time of the Apostles. The Measure in which this
great spirit was to be poured out (text) spiritual believers possess a spring of peace which
is very fertilizing and refreshing. Contemplate its effects upon the Christian churches and
here | was going to say we have entered upon an unknown field, but we have seen and
felt it at home and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ has been with many of us. It may be
profitable to contemplate in what manner we may suppose this gift will operate. First
there will be a great awakening amongst us, there will be a revival of the work no doubt
amongst Christians, we are dull and want a great revival. This revival will appear in your
closets, in your social parties and in the church, many doubtless will be revived and
greatly rejoice in God their Saviour, whilst the fruits of the spirit will be abundant before
God. The happy effects of this outpouring of the spirit will be manifest in the ordinances
of the sanctuary, we shall see the power and beauty of the Lord in the ordinances of his
house, we shall then truly say “This is the House of God and the very gate of heaven, and
this leads us to advert. To the nations who know not God, on the heathen nations will this
spirit be poured out, we stand amazed when we contemplate a renewed world, when it
will take place is not [fo. 39r] [IMG_7748] easy to determine, but the great outpouring
&c will at last take place in a way and manner not easy to determine, inconceivable at
present to man. Never was there such exertions made in the world, nor such prayer for the
outpouring of the spirit, and these are auspicious beginnings.

What | would intreat you to do is to compare what is now going on the world and
what God has promised. Again consider the largeness of the promise, with what is going
on in the world, it is he that is doing it. The Church Missionary Society is a branch of that
great effort for promoting the knowledge of the Lord, and he further shewed its objects
and its extents, and named the principal places where considerable good had been done,
that sending out missionaries, establishing schools, erecting churches and other
unavoidable outlays, required large funds, and liberal contributions. And in soliciting your
aid, you will bear in mind that it is connected with the promises of Scripture, we need the
outpouring of scripture, and this out pouring is promised. We know that no vegetation can
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grow without the sun or the rain, and that for a crop the field must be ploughed before the
seed is sewn. Therefore we cannot expect great results without using the means, and can
we neglect the cultivation of knowledge? He stated that he had resided in India for the last
17 years and prior to 1808 the labourers were few and the nature of the cause but little
understood, but we have now every encouragement to proceed in these our labours.

It may be asked after all what has been the results? How many conversions &c have
taken place? First The strong prejudices which formerly subsisted between the Europeans
and natives and have now subsided, and it is difficult here to form an idea how the natives
are approaching Europeans in liberality (he gave an instance of one individual giving as
much as £2000). The schools exhibit great proficiency and far exceed any thing of the
kind I have ever witnessed in England, though accustomed to catechise children before |
left. It has often been a feast to my heart to hear the native children’s answers. Prejudices
ran so high ten years ago that we dare not introduce a Gospel into the school. [fo. 40r]
[IMG_7749] Several churches have now been erected, and our late excellent bishop when
he passed through the country confirmed more than 150 natives in one place. The sound
of his voice and the earnestness of his look when he pronounced the blessing to them in
their native tongue, quite astonished them and they fell to the earth in amazement. Such
churches may be considered as the first fruits of a glorious harvest, but these great labours
cannot be continued without your contributions and we look to you for support. | find
many encouraging indications in my return to England that God is about his great work in
the number of excellent institutions among all denominations of Christians, nothing then
IS wanting but the spirit to be poured out, let us look for this, let us pray for it and expect
it and contribute towards this cause in which we are all interested, and may we all finally
meet around the throne of the Lamb.

He also preached in the afternoon at Meole Church.

Tuesday 12th September. The anniversary meeting was held in the Town Hall this
morning. William Cludde, Esquire, president. The report was read by the secretary the
Rev. John Langley and stated that the funds of the Society were in a prosperous condition
being larger than in any former year, amounting to the sum of £905 3s. 3d. of which £850
had been remitted to the parent society in London. It also noticed that this increase in the
receipts arose principally from a legacy of £100 and £135 8s. in congregational
collections.

The meeting was very respectably attended and highly interesting and addressed by
several clergymen and our Member Mr Slaney. The collections at St. Chad’s and after the
meeting amounted to upwards of £43 and at Meole to £18 4s. 3d.

Market Hall. Saturday September 16th

The canopied niche and figure of an angel bearing a shield with the arms of England and
France quarterly which originally stood within the chamber above the Castle Gate [fo.
41r] [IMG_7750] and subsequently on the exterior portion of the southern tower, having
been removed from thence on its demolition last year, was this morning placed in the
centre compartment of the window on the south east side of the Market Hall, at the
suggestion of Archdeacon Owen.

St. Chad’s. Sunday September 17th.

The Reverend John Langley, officiating minister at St. Chad’s, generally on what is called
the “‘Race Sunday’ (or the Sunday afterwards) sets forth to his hearers the evils which he
considers attendant on the races. He did so this morning by illustrating the Christians
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Race from 12 chapter of Romans [crossed out & Hebrews written in pencil above] 1 & 2
verses. Under which he observed that the apostle here alludes to the Grecian Games of
which the foot race was the most honourable and then gave us a representation of the
Christians life and duty, which is compared by the Apostle to a race, for which the
competitors underwent the severest discipline, and so must the Christian, he must like his
master, be a man of sorrows, and though he finds difficulties in his way, which are
common to every believing man, yet if he desires his heavenly prize he must make his
calling and election sure.

In this heavenly course every wait is to be laid a side. The idol which most easily
delights us must be spared. Christians are not only to run, but to run with patience and to
be followers of them who by faith and patience inherit the promise, if he wishes to obtain
the crown he must endure to the end.

Have you ever entered upon your heavenly course? Have you turned your back from
every desire of the world? Examine yourselves upon these points, an idol may exist in
your hearts and you be ignorant of it.

This race admits of no half religion, it must be every thing or it will be nothing. Will
a man be allured by baubles while he is striving for a crown? Choose you this day whom
ye will save, if God &c &, if Bael &c &c.

Secondly The encouragements which are offered to Christians in the performance of this
duty, strength and grace are laid up for those who have faith, The Apostle says I have
strength &c. The first encouragement held out is that we are compassed about says the
Apostle with a cloud of witnesses. The place where the Olympic Games were celebrated
is said to have contained 20,000 spectators, and would not every competitor [fo. 42r]
[IMG_7751] before such an august assembly strain every nerve. What would they think
of a man who would not manfully strive forward. Your beloved Christians on earth watch
over you. The angels too behold you lest by any means you should dash your foot against
a stone. God himself beholds you, he promises to make your strength perfect in your
weakness. Those whom you loved here below compose this cloud of witnesses, and are
perhaps now looking down to see how we conduct ourselves.

The power of faith is our second encouragement; faith is the substance of things
hoped for, looking unto Jesus is to encourage us in running this race, and in looking up to
our Saviour we must do so by faith. Are you complaining that you can never reach the
end of your race? In this place he showed how several individuals recorded in the Old
Testament overcame by faith, and that we must resign all things for the glory of God
having the same application at the throne of grace.

Consider how great our encouragements are, he can and will enable us to begin and if
he will enable us to begin we may cast our cares upon the wind.

Enter this race in the spirit of prayer. Life and immortality are yours if you continue
to the end in well doing. The strength of Christ shall be perfect in your weakness. The
conquerors in this race are not crowned with wreaths of laurel and of oak which are
transient, but with a crown of Glory that fadeth not away. When you enter upon this race
do it with diligence for the way to Heaven is a way of self denial, “and he who would be a
friend to the world is an enemy to God, for the friendship of the world is enmity to God.’

This last quotation is a very favourite one with Mr Langley. | have heard him make
use of it many times.

Theatre. Monday September 18th.

The Theatre opened this evening under the management of Mr De Camp when
Shakespeare’s celebrated play of Henry 4th or ‘“The Battle of Shrewsbury” was performed.
The handbills announce that the interior *has been most tastefully decorated’. The
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exterior is certainly a disgrace to the town.

[fo. 42v] [IMG_7752]

Memorandum. The Theatre closed on October 27th with a benefit for Miss Foote, she
having performed the two preceding nights. The season has | believe been rather an
unsuccessful one, the company was not a good one.

[fo. 43r] [IMG_7753]
Shrewsbury Races 1826

September 19th, 20th and 21st being in the third week of September were the days
appointed for our annual horse races. H. Bulkely Owen, Esquire, Sir Bellingham Graham,
Esquire, Stewards.

The company on the race course owing [sic] on Tuesday owing to the dampness of
the ground (from the rain of the preceding day) and gloominess of the morning was not
large, but on Wednesday and Thursday, particularly on the latter day, the concourse of
persons was immense. The ‘sport’ in consequence of the strong competition excited great
interest and in the general opinion of the sporting gentlemen was never better. St. John
Charlton and Kynaston Mainwaring, Esquires are appointed stewards for next year.

[fo. 42v]

Memorandum. During the Race Week | observed several placards stuck upon the walls in
different parts of the town of which the following may be taken as a specimen. ‘The
wages of sin is death.” “‘For all these things God will bring thee into judgement’ &c.
Various reasons and cautions for not attending races &c were also privately circulated.

[fo. 43r contd]

Infirmary Meeting. Friday September 22nd.

A numerous company of subscribers and friends to the Infirmary attended William Lacon

Childe, Esquire, the treasurer, to St. Chad’s church, where the Reverend W. Otter, M.A.,

rector of Chetwynd and of Kinlet, preached a sermon from the 1 verse of the 12 Psalm.
The plates at the door were held by Lady Harriet Ashley Cooper, supported by B. F.

Leighton, Esquire and Mrs St. John Charlton by Thos. Whitmore, junior, Esquire. The

collection amounted to £2.

Sir C. Oakley, Bt.

Died 7th September at the Palace, Lichfield in his 76 year. Sir Charles Oakley, Bart,
D.C.L. formerly governor of Madras and resident at the Abbey in our town. He was born
at Forton, co. Stafford, February 16, 1751, and was the 2nd son of the Rev. W. Oakley,
M.A. of Balliol College, Oxford, rector of Forton and vicar of the Holy Cross and St.
Giles in Salop, by Christian, daughter of Sir Patrick Straham. He married in 1777 Helena
only daughter of Robert Beatson of Killerie, Fifeshire by whom had issue 14 children, 10
of whom with his widow, survive him. Since the above was written we have heard that
Henry Oakley, Esquire, second son of Sir C. O. & judge in the district of Moorshedbad,
Bengal, died in the month of May last.

[fo. 42v] [from ms]

The Hon. and Rev. James Somers Cocks has been presented through the Lord Chancellor
to the endowed vicarage of Neen Savage (co. Salop) in the diocese of Hereford vacant by
the death of the Reverend J. B. Blakeway M. A. Sept. 1827.
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[fo. 44r] [IMG_7755]

Bishop Heber. September 1826.

By advices from India at the commencement of this month we were informed that the
Reverend Reginald Heber, Lord Bishop of Calcutta, departed this life at Trichinopoly on
Monday April 3rd in the 43rd year of his age. Since the above time | have gleaned the
following particulars relative to this truly Apostolical Bishop, whose loss to India is great
indeed. Mr Heber was the second son of the Reverend Reginald Heber of Marton Hall,
Yorkshire (who died January 1804 in his 76th year). He was born April 21st 1783 at
Malpas and sent at the usual age to Oxford. He was first at Brazenose College, whence he
was elected a fellow of All Souls. Previous to this he paid a visit to Russia. The journal of
his travels in that country from copious extracts are given in Dr Clarke’s great work with
a compliment from that traveller. In 1801 he gained the Chancellor’s prize at the
university by his ‘Carmen Seculare’ in Latin verse. In 1805 his celebrated poem of
‘Palestine’ gained him the prize for English verse, and secured to him a place in the list of
those who bear the proud title of English Poets. It was, as is customary, recited in the
Theatre. In 1805 he produced an English essay ‘The Sense of Honour’ and in 1808 he
took his degree of M.A. and published in 1809 a poem entitled ‘Europe lines on the
present war’. Also in the same year he published ‘Palestine’ to which he added “The
passage of the Red Sea, a fragment’. Soon after this he relinquished his fellowship and
married Amelia daughter of Dr Shipley, his patrimonial preferment the rectory of Hodnet
in our county, to which he had lately been presented, being of sufficient value to render a
dependence upon college preferment unnecessary. In 1812 he published a small volume
of poems and translations, and in 1818 he was chosen to deliver the Bampton Lecture
before the University; an office which he is said to have discharged with great ability. The
lectures in conformity to the directions of the founder were published the ensuing year
under the title of “The personality and office of the Christian comforter asserted and
explained in a course of sermons on 16 John 7 verse.” This was his first appearance in the
character of a theological writer. They are spoken of as being highly creditable to his
talents and learning. In 1822 he edited the works of Jeremy Taylor, to which he prefixed a
life of the bishop, which was soon afterwards published separately. In May of the same
year he was chosen preacher at Lincoln’s Inn.

Upon the death of Dr Middleton, the Bishopric of Calcutta was offered to Mr Heber,
after much serious deliberation he accepted of the [fo. 44v] [IMG_7756] vacant see, not
indeed as having a regard to its revenue, but that he might be an useful in the propagation
of spiritual knowledge in a foreign land, for which he was eminently qualified. He was
appointed 14 May 1823 having preached his farewell sermon to his parishioners at
Hodnet on the 20th April, which was soon afterwards published. The University of
Oxford conferred upon him the degree of D.D. by diploma in June. He arrived at Calcutta
on the 11 of October following, and delivered his first charge on the 27th May 1824
which abundantly shewed the right spirit in which he entered upon his office. | must not
conclude this brief sketch without noticing the circumstances attending the death of
Bishop Heber, whose long connection with Shropshire has rendered him an ornament to
our county. It appears that his Lordship had recommenced his journeys into the distant
parts of his diocese. He arrived at Tangore on the 25th of March. Each day till that of his
departure was devoted to some public office connected with his ecclesiastical functions.
On the 26th of March he gratified the native congregation at the mission chapel of
Tangore (as noticed in St. Chad’s at the missions sermon) by pronouncing the Benediction
in the Tamul language. On the 31st March he left Tangore, and arrived at Trichinopoly the
1st of April, and on the next day (Sunday) he preached twice. On Monday April 3rd he
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visited a congregation of native Christians. This day & the day previous, he complained
of headache, and was unusually drowsy, but no serious apprehensions by himself or his
friends. On his return from his visit, he entered a bath, as he had been accustomed, he was
soon after seized with apoplexy and expired in the water. The examination of the head
after death showed that the vessels were turgid. Thus indeed was he prematurely cut off in
the prime of life and in the midst of his usefulness. His mental character is set forth as
‘combining qualities not often found in unison. He possessed liveliness and solidity,
imagination and judgement’.
September 30th 1826.

Since writing the above | have been informed that his remains were interred with
every demonstration of respect on the north side of the altar of Saint John’s Church at
Trichinopoly.

[fo. 43v] [IMG_7754]

Oxford December 30 1827

Two theological scholarships to be called ‘Bishop Heber’s Church Missionary
Scholarships’ are to be founded in Bishop’s College, Calcutta, at the request of the
committee of the Church Missionary Society; the expense of such foundation to be
defrayed by that Society.

[fo. 45r] [IMG_7757]
Tailors.
Seven of the principal master tailors in our town have refused to employ those of their
journeymen who belong to the ‘Society of Tailors’. The journeymen have stated in a
handbill published this day that ‘the society is formed for the free assistance of those who
are sick and who do not belong to benefit societies, and the relief of men travelling to
seek employ, and that they are willing to return again to their work if they shall to meet
together as formerly and not without.’

The following advert was also published in this day’s Journal by the masters. Tailors.
Journeymen tailors may meet with constant employment by applying to the
undermentioned. Signed by 7 October 4th 1826.

[fo. 45v] [IMG_7758]
Memorandum.
The following advertisement appeared in the Shrewsbury Chronicle on October 6th.

To Tailors
Several good master tailors are wanting in Shrewsbury, there are ninety good journeyman
waiting to enter on the employ of any master who will allow them the liberty of attending
their club room.
Shrewsbury October 5th 1826.

Memorandum.
The Rev. J. Abbot of St. Mary’s College, Oscott, preached at the opening of the Catholic
chapel, Chadwell Street, Birmingham, August 4th 1823. H.P.

[fo. 45r] [IMG_7757]

Roman Catholic Chapel. Wednesday October 4th 1826.

This day was reopened the Roman Catholic Chapel near the Town Walls having been
much enlarged and beautified and a spacious gallery erected by reducing the priest’s
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house and bringing the front (formerly obscure) to nearly the level of the street, with a
porch in front and whose exterior being of stone and stucco presents a very neat
appearance.

The service commenced at ten o’clock in the morning and was conducted by the
Bishop (The Right Rev. Dr Walsh, v.a.) and several other priests in their full robes. After
the dedication and litany and some other prayers were said in English, High Pontifical
Mass to the honour of St. Francis, whose festival is kept on this day, was performed and
other prayers in Latin and ceremonies with which as a Protestant | am not acquainted. A
sermon was then preached by the Rev. J. Abbott from Chronicles 5 chapter.

And after expatiating on the piety of the ancient Jews in offerings and gifts to the
ancient temple and the acceptability of the same to God, he urged the necessity and
propriety of imitating their example. He then spoke generally of the consecration of a
temple to the Most High and afterwards entered into an eloquent and learned defence of
his church, endeavouring to prove that it was the True Catholic Church in communion
with the See of Rome. He rebutted the common charges of uncharitableness, illiberality,
bigotry, superstition, [fo. 46r] [IMG_7759] and idolatry. Nevertheless insisting on the
infallibility of that Church which he contended could prove its descent in an unbroken
series of pontiffs and fathers to Christ and that by clear and unadulterated history. Also
contending that none could be saved without its communion, and appealing to miracles
which ‘have been and ever will continue in the church’ as the evidence of its being the
true Catholic and Apostolic Church, against which as Christ said the powers of Earth and
Hell should not prevail and which he fearlessly asserted would not be the case and that all
attempts to overthrow it would not be like the beating of the rude surges against a rock
immovably fixed in the breast of the ocean.

He concluded with an exhortation to beneficence and benediction and prayer. After
which a collection was made for the benefit of the Chapel and at the conclusion thereof,
the mass was resumed and the Holy Host presented to the crucifix and partaken by the
Bishop. The mass continued until near one o’clock supported by most excellent music
and singing, and after which the parting blessing of the Bishop.

The congregation was respectable, but did not fill the chapel.

The evening service commenced soon after three o’clock when the chapel was quite
full. The service was conducted by the Bishop who afterwards delivered an extempore
discourse ‘seated on his throne’ holding all the time a large gilt crosier in his left hand.
After reading the words of his text or ‘motto’ he said they would be found in the 2 chapter
of 1 Epistles of St. Peter 12 verse.

After a brief exhortation as to the import of the words of the text, he noticed the
importance of refuting the calumnies of their enemies with patience, and that it was the
edifying conduct and the purity of the morals of the first Christians that made so many
converts among them, and that this portion of scripture (the text) is applicable to you (the
Catholics) circumstanced as you are amid the tracts that are circulated against you; many
amiable characters doubtless oppose you from the prejudices they have imbibed against
you [fo. 47r] [IMG_7760] from reading books and warnings from the pulpit. How
important then is it that you should behave yourselves in persecution with all charity,
seeing there are some that speak against you as evil doers. And it is to exhort you my
Catholic brethren in all charity that | have been requested to address you, even our Lord
who came from heaven was put down as one of the worst of men. The Apostles were
threatened and scourged and Saint Stephen was stoned for having, as it is said, uttered
blasphemies. The first Christians those moving examples were persecuted for their holy
lives, and the great St. Austin mentions in his writings many other examples.

If you are unhappily suffering and reproached for believing, let all the Apostles
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animate you, pray for your persecutors &c.

The Catholic religion forbids you to worship false idols, though every Catholic child
prays in his catechism against the worshipping of relics &c yet we are often accused of
worshipping Gods of wood and stone. At the name of Jesus says the Apostle, every knee
shall bow, now the crucifix presents an idea to the mind through the channel of the eye.
You may observe as it was explained to you this morning every one admires the picture of
his heroic brother or sister or friend, so God being every where present is to be honoured
and loved.

The Catholic religion teaches that every sin. though as clear to you as the candle of
the eye, neither priest nor bishop nor Pope could absolve you from. A Catholic duly
instructed in his religion allows that neither of the aforesaid, nor any power upon earth,
even for millions of money, could pardon your telling an untruth.

The conditions bestowed upon you are, that you should give alms to the poor, not
money to the Pope, that you should be in a temper of mind to visit the sick, which will
eventually pour blessings upon all around you.

Though the Catholic religion recommends you to be strictly just in all your dealings,
yet it is from the sacredness of an oath that prevents you from sitting in Parliament.

You are commanded by your holy religion to exercise the works of charity, bearing
continually in mind the suffering of your redeemer, who when he was reviled, reviled not
again &c. with the true Christian never seek of advancing your religion [fo. 48r]
[IMG_7762] by reviling that of your enemies. When any neighbour is in distress, seek not
to enquire of what is his religion, but immediately fly to his relief.

Let no threats nor allurements incline you to part with your religion, be ready to
sacrifice every thing that is dear to you, be firm and steadfast. The charity which that
crucifix (pointing to it) preaches to you far exceeds all the tongues of eloguence.

I am aware that many of you are forced to labour hard to get a little for yourselves
and for your children, whilst many are clothed in purple and fine linen and fare
sumptuously. | feel for you from the bottom of my heart and when | turn my eyes to that
Kingdom, | see the way which leads it to is through the way of the Cross, blessed are the
poor &c. The poorest persons chapel is equal to the richest. All earthly grandeur is
passing away from you. The time will soon arrive when the veil shall be drawn aside and
what is hid shall be made manifest. The difficulties of your pilgrimage, faithful disciples
of the meek, charity of the beloved Jesus, will soon be over, and see that as each day
brings you nearer to your grave, so it may bring you nearer unto God and to heaven, but
above all cultivate Charity, it is the blessing | wish you.

The chapel is calculated to contain 300 persons, and is very elegant in its interior
decorations, and the taste displayed more particularly in the decoration of the ceiling does
great credit to Mr J. Carline. On the front panel of the altar (which is approached by
steps) is a painting copied from Leonardo da Vinci’s representation of the last supper, by
Mr Corbett, a Salopian artist, but is not yet finished. The altar is surmounted by a
representation of a temple with gilt pilasters &c above on a cross is suspended a bas relief
figure of the crucified Saviour in compos executed by Mr J. Carline over which in a semi-
circular line is inscribed ‘Thus God loved the World’.

The collection in the morning amounted to £ [blank] and in the evening to £ [blank],
making a total of £44 13s. 9d.

[fo. 47v] [IMG_7761]

The former altar piece in the Roman Catholic chapel was a large square of indented
leather, gilt and chequered with flaming cherubs at each angle, and a ‘blazing’ star with
the crucifix and a heart pierced with three nails in the centre.
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[fo. 49r] [IMG_7764]

New Mayor. October 6th

Being the Friday after Michaelmas Day, Reverend Richard Corfield, M.A., was sworn
into the office of mayor of this town and liberties for the year ensuing, on which occasion
he entertained the body corporate with a cold collation. I will just mention that as it is
customary in this borough for the mayor to have the privilege of presenting one person to
the freedom of the town, Mr Corfield nominated the Hon. Thos. Kenyon as his burgess.
The vicar of St. Chad’s being always the mayor’s chaplain, the Reverend J. E. Compson,
B.A. having lately been presented by the Lord Chancellor to the living (vacant by the
death of the Rev. T. Stedman, M.A.) was formally requested to accept of that office. For
the further proceedings of the House, see other side.

[fo. 49v] [IMG_7765]

Memorandum.

There were 12 aldermen in their scarlet gowns which is considered a large number. HP.

St. Chad’s. Saturday October 7th (3 o’clock)

The Reverend James Edward Compson B.A. curate of Shifnal was inducted by the
Venerable Archdeacon Owen to the vicarage of St. Chad’s in the presence of the
churchwardens and parish clerk.

Sunday 8th. Mr Corfield having given an elegant breakfast to the body corporate in the
Town Hall was accompanied by a numerous assembly of them, preceded by the
Shropshire Band &c to St. Chad’s church where the new vicar preached his introductory
sermon to a crowded audience, from 1 Peter 26 chapter 13 and 14 verses.

Under which he noticed the incumbent duties of men according to their several
stations, and that the first Christians were anxious to obey magistrates, the laws and
society in general and which Scripture more particularly requires by enjoining a quiet
submission to the laws of the land, at the same time, it commands us to observe that civil
government is not only useful in itself, but is ordered by the Lord. He then alluded to the
irreligion and profaneness which prevailed in this highly favoured land by lamenting that
there are so many who know not the Lord.

Now we are assembled together according to custom to celebrate the election of a
chief magistrate, whose office it is to cherish righteousness and peace, and to pray to the
Lord to prosper his labours that vice and immorality [fo. 50r] [IMG_7766] may be
checked. He then stated that magistrates and governors the higher their rank and authority
the more their utility and that inferior officers are also useful in restraining the excesses of
vice, as well as those in private stations by doing what they can to alleviate the distresses
of the unfortunate.

It has been commonly said that virtue is better evinced by example than by precept.
Thus Nehemiah loved his country because it was the seat of true religion; and he shewed
that we have the same reason to love our country; he set the people a good example and
his character therefore is applicable to us all and more particularly to the respectable
individual who has lately been chosen as the chief magistrate of this town, and who,
following the example of the Jewish ruler, will fill the ‘important’ office with benefit to
the community and in the employment of doing good. He then set forth that to do good is
the great law of nature, and for which we were sent into the world, it is the most
acceptable service that we can render unto God and is a duty which he has preferred
before all sacrifices, and in which we manifest our love to him and a thankfulness for his
blessings whilst it shews an example of Jesus Christ and which he made the peculiar
characteristic of his disciples.
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To do good is a never failing source of satisfaction. It will carry us through the
changing scenes of life and will support us even unto death and render us happy in the life
to come.

Now we do good in the relative duties of life, viz. as masters of families, being kind,
patient and forbidding, as husbands and wives, as parents, children, and servants. (He
illustrated briefly the duty of each by a quotation from the Ephesians). We do good when
we set a good example, let your light so shine &c. and the higher a man’s light is placed,
the more useful it is, for the lower order of men generally take the cast and colour of their
lives from their superiors. What an opportunity then it is of doing good for those who are
placed in important situations? And how pleasing it is to see the people growing better
every day! | am persuaded none who hear me can want the ability of doing good in his
life, it is the aggregate of happiness and the passport to Heaven. HP.

[fo. 50v] [IMG_7767]

October 8 Sunday afternoon, St. Chad’s.

Rev. John Langley 25 Job 4 verse ‘How then can man be justified with God” which he
shewed to be a question for every man’s consideration, to be ignorant of which was an
awful ignorance, the enquiry being momentous and important.

1st. The nature of this enquiry, there are two parties, man and his maker, which he
followed with a caution to take heed what you hear and how you hear, for it is not in
man’s power to justify himself, miserable and wretched are those who think doing good a
passport to heaven!

2nd. He proceeded to point out the plan, how man may be justified or esteemed righteous
and instances Zecharias, Elizabeth &c did not they carry about them their own
justification? Is it not all that believe and not all that work, in casting these reflections,
they understand not the word justification, who suppose that a belief will not stimulate
him to all good works, then made some remarks on the 9th chapter Romans & 2nd
Ephesians, and concluded by entreating his hearers to rely on the Saviour for justification
and on the spirit for sanctification.

[fo. 51r] [IMG_7768]

Philharmonic Society. Tuesday October 10th.

The members composing our Philharmonic Society gave their friends a third treat of
vocal and instrumental music in the large room at the Town Hall this evening, and which
was inferior to neither of the preceding ones in point of execution and selection, if we
except a little deficiency in the singing, probably owing to the resignation of Mr Onions,
but this little defect was more than compensated by the great musical science displayed in
the instrumental part of the performance which was certainly superior to the former
concerts given by this society. The overture was played precisely at eight o’clock, and
proceeded in the following order of the scheme to which I have appended a few brief
remarks.

Part 1st. Overture. (Anacreon) Cherubini. Finely done.

Glee, three voices. ‘Life’s a bumper’ Wainwright. Sung with life and spirit by Messrs
William Hay, T. Birch, R. Wigley.

Duet. ‘“The Kiss of affection’, Bishop. Mr T. Birch with Mr Davies on the piano, Mr
Birch’s voice owing to a cold was soft and weak, piano forte too loud.

Solo. Piano forte. Gelinek, played by Master G. Hay with great ease, taste and
correctness.

Song. ‘Friend of the brave’. Calcott. The accompanist was fine, adding beauty even to the
words, the line “Halt ere the close and form the dreadful line’ was particularly touching,
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and the conclusion of the air “The stormy music in the drum’ was grand. The whole was
greatly applauded and encored. It must be observed that the trumpet by Mr. G. Hay owing
to his extreme youth, was not properly filled which gave it rather a squeaking sound.
Quartet. Violins, viola and violoncello. Pleyel. Played as well as dull music could be.
Song. “‘All that’s bright must fade’. Moore. Sung by Mr. T. Birch gave little room for his
best notes, music relieved monotony finely.

Glee and Chorus. “The Owl’ (from the drama of Kenilworth), C.E. Horn. Sung by Messrs
Wm. Hay, Birch and R. Wigley, Mr. W[igley]’s voice out of tune.

Finale. (20th Sinfonia) Haydn. A Chaos of Melody, flute fine. Part 2

[fo. 52r] [IMG_7769]

Overture. (‘11 Barbiere”). Rossini. Very elegant.

Glee. ‘Forresters sound’ &c. Bishop. Sung by Messrs W. Hay, Birch, Sayer and Wigley.
Cheerful, quite a treat.

Ballad. “Thou spot of earth’. Danish melody sung by Mr. Thomas Birch with real feeling,
it suited his voice well, whilst every lover of the place of his nativity must have felt the
force of its words, which could not fail of raising the flame that sparkles for his native
land, and of bringing forward recollections that will doubtless continue to shine through
the dimmest of revolving years bright as at their first rising.

A Divertissimo, on the piano forte (though not noticed in the scheme) was performed by
Master G. Hay and excited general approbation.

Fantasia. Flute. Nicholson, Mr Wm. Hay. The melody of the ‘Ploughboy’ as a finish was
the finest performance on the flute | have ever heard. The whole was deservedly
applauded and encored.

Trio. ‘O weep for the hour’. Irish air. Harmond Stevenson. Messrs W. Hay, Wigley and
Master G. Hay. Piano forte Mr. J. Hay. In no way remarkable.

Sinfonia. Cambini (sic) Grand.

Ballad. ‘Fly forward my boat’. Sir J. Stevenson. Sung by Mr W. Hay very well, but
inexpressive.

Glee. Three voices ‘When shall we three’ from Macbeth King. Messrs Hay. Birch and
Wigley. Mr W. Hay’s voice here showed to much advantage.

Finale. ‘Overture to Figaro’. Mozart. Which was a great exertion to the fiddle strings. The
whole concluded with God save the King which was sung by the performers, doubtless
with heart and voice. The evening’s entertainment did not conclude until 20 minutes past
11.

[fo. 53r] [IMG_7770]

Mechanic’s Institution. Tuesday October 10th.

The first general annual meeting of the Shropshire Mechanic’s Institution was held in
their lecture room, Castle Court at %2 past 6 this evening. Mr Slaney, M.P. for out Borough
was called to the chair and opened the proceedings of the meeting by an appropriate
speech. A new committee of the gentlemen was then elected on a plan suggested by Mr
Hulbert. The meeting was in no way interesting. No report was read.

Water. October 10th.

At a meeting of the committee of the Corporation for obtaining a more certain supply of
river water, &c it was represented that the proprietors of the present water works were
disposed to enter into a treaty with a company for disposing of their interest in the present
concern upon fair and liberal terms, provided a competent company be formed, as they
can treat with, and a fund be established. It was also amongst other resolutions resolved
that a company be immediately formed for supplying the inhabitants of Shrewsbury with
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river water. That the capital be not above £16000 and divided into shares of £50 each. No
person to be allowed to subscribe for more than 10 shares except that the proprietors of
the present water works shall have the option of taking each if they think proper to the
extent of 20 shares, and also the Salop Fire Office. A general meeting is appointed for
Monday next.

Monday 16th. A general meeting of the subscribers was held in the Guild Hall this
morning for forming a company for supplying the inhabitants of our town and suburbs
with river water, when it was resolved (among other resolutions) that 333 shares
amounting to £16,659 having been subscribed for the subscriptions be closed. At
meetings the votes to be taken by shares and not by voices, that the committee treat with
the proprietors of the present water works for their interest therein, and to take such other
steps as shall be thought advisable to carry the proposed measure into complete effect.

Mr John Wicksteed is appointed managing clerk to the committee and to the
Company. That the town clerk prepare the heads of a bill under the directions of the
committee of subscribers.

This Bill passed the House of Commons with amendments at the close of May 1827 and
received the royal assent on the 14th June. H.P.

[fo. 54r] [IMG_7771]

Castle. Tuesday October 17th.

The Body Corporate having received an invitation from John Cressett Pelham, Esquire, to
a dinner at his residence, the Castle, about 38 of them went in procession from the Town
Hall at 4 o’clock (preceded by their officers, music &c) where they sat down to a most
sumptuous entertainment.

Sick Man’s Friend. October 17th.

The sixteenth anniversary of the ‘Sick Man’s Friend and Lying in Charity’ was held in the
school room at Swan Hill Chapel. Rev. Thos. Weaver, president, who with the Rev. M.
Kent, addressed the meeting which was numerously attended.

The report states that the cases relieved in the past year have been more numerous
and the expenditure upon them larger than in any former one. In consequence of this, the
balance which remained in hand at the close of last year has been absorbed, and not only
S0, but the charity is indebted to its treasurer in the sum of £17 2s. 4d.

Of this excessive outlay the disbursements show that beside the charge of printing the
report, and an article or two of stationary (£2 9s. 6d.) not a single farthing has been spent
in any other way than that which the Society contemplates. 217 cases were relieved under
the care of the Sick Man’s Friend at an expense of £122 12s. 6d. The Ladies who have the
management of the Lying in Charity state that they have visited 87 poor married women
and afforded assistance to the amount of £36 3s. 6d. besides the loan of linen &c.

The report also notices the obligations the society is under to several medical
gentlemen who have employed their skill in its service. It does not however terminate its
efforts in ministering to the bodily distresses of its objects, but is the means of conveying
to the destitute persons visited copies of God’s word, through the liberality of the
Shropshire Bible Society, as well as instruction addresses &c. from the Shrewsbury
Religious Tract Society, whilst every attempt at proselytism is studiously avoided, the
visitors aiming to lead them to a practical improvement of their trials by ‘repentance
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ’.

72



SALOPIAN ANNALS, 1V, 1826-27

Mechanic’s Institution.

The first annual report of the committee of the Mechanic’s Institution published,
containing remarks on the nature and prospects of the society. [fo. 55r] [IMG_7773] It
further notices that “its object is to afford to tradesmen, mechanics and workmen the
means of self instruction and improvement in the arts and occupations upon which their
own livelihood and much of the comfort of others depends; and also of innocent
amusement when the hours of labour are over. For these purposes a collection of books is
forming, consisting of the works which seem best adapted to the capacities and wants of
those for whom they are destined; it now consists of 236 volumes. 18 October 1826

[fo. 54v] [IMG_7772]

Mechanic’s Institution.

The report states: Donations as £231 2s. 0d. Subscriptions £111 10s. 0d. Disbursements
£342 12s. 0d. Leaving a balance in the treasurer’s hands of £135 19s. 7d. The stock in
hand comprising books, apparatus and furniture is estimated at £138 3s. 10d. The expense
of lectures (noticed page [blank])

and carriage of apparatus is £55 3s. 8d.

Memorandum.

At a concert of the pupils of the Royal Academy of Music in London, a ballad was
introduced composed by Mr Thomas Tomlins, junior, of our town, the melody of which is
said to be remarkably sweet and chaste and as a first attempt highly creditable to the
composer. He also with Mudie performed on the piano forte to the satisfaction of a
numerous audience. October 1826.

Memorandum.
Mr Thomas. Tomlins was in March 1827 elected organist of the High Church in
Bridgnorth.

[fo. 55r contd] [IMG_7773]
Town Sessions.
On entering the Town Hall | was surprised to find it presenting more the appearance of an
assize than a town sessions. Joseph Loxdale, Esquire, the deputy Recorder stated in his
charge to the Grand Jury that it was the heaviest he had known during the 40 years that he
had held the office.

The calendar contained the names of 17 prisoners, many of whom were for serious
charges. Friday October 20th.

Bages Factory. Saturday October 21st.

The linen factory near Kingsland which belonged to the late Alderman Bage closed this
evening, whereby 60 or 70 hands are deprived of employment. A Commission of
Bankruptcy will be issued against his widow.

Saint Chad’s. Sunday October 22nd.

The Reverend E. J. Compson, B.A. Vicar of St. Chad’s went through the ceremony of
reading the 39 Articles this morning. Before the sermon he offered up a short original
prayer in which he implored a blessing on the congregation now assembled, and then took
his text from the 2 Timothy 2 chapter, part 15 verse. ‘Study to show thyself approved unto
God.” Under which he noticed that these words and certain other passages in this Epistle
comprised an exhortation by Paul to Timothy.
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He then stated that he should explain with as much perspicuity as he was able (&
verily he did do it) the office of a minister of Christ, and then alluded to the responsibility,
the importance and the difficulty of the charge lately committed to him, and though he
could [fo. 56r] [IMG_7775] not expect all in this populous and extensive parish to unite
with him in doctrine, he would intreat all to consider with candour the points submitted to
their consideration.

He then proceeded to show ‘The office of a Christian minister.” Our divine master’s
commands to his disciples were ‘Go preach &c.” and we as their successors are
commanded to do so under certain restrictions, we are to preach the principles of faith as
they were once delivered to the people, and as they now stand in the sacred scriptures, we
are to rebuke vice. We are not to have men’s persons in consideration but to preach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are not to utter no preconceived doctrines of our own, but
those only which the Lord hath spoken. We are to exhort the drunkard to be sober, the
Sabbath breaker to worship the Lord in his Holy Temple &c. to do which effectually we
must of course be intimately acquainted with our hearers and administer according to
their capacities. We are to give the most earnest heed to approve ourselves before our
Master in Heaven, to promote his honour and glory and the salvation of souls and there
are other important services which we must daily practice to render ourselves acceptable
before him; like a husbandman our duty is to prepare the soil and labour with
indefatigable zeal for the welfare of the people, we are also frequently called watchmen
whose duty it is to warn the people and sound an alarm. The Holy God has thought fit to
give us the title of shepherds from our Lord and Master who is the Great Shepherd of our
souls. We lament with heartfelt concern the stumbling blocks that are in our way in the
performance of our duties from the scoffs of the multitude or the slander of the
enthusiasts, if then in attempting to stop this infidelity with all earnestness we are to set
the danger before your eyes. We have solemnly sworn in our ordination that whether you
will hear or whether you will forbear we must declare the solemn counsels of God, and
may God grant that our ministry may be to the Salvation of Souls. [fo. 55v] [IMG_7774]
Besides preaching the word of God a minister is to visit his parishioners according to the
76th canon. To visit the sick is the most arduous part of a clergyman’s duty and he very
feelingly set it forth as such.

[fo. 56r contd] [IMG_7776]

2. What is required of the people to give power to his word and efficacy to his ministry.
They are to receive with impartiality the word delivered and to judge whether it be of God
or not. Their salvation is the end of preaching the Gospel, it is not for the display of
eloquence, but for the salvation of souls. It would be well if all people would recollect
that God requires them to meet him in his house as one household, and may [fo. 57r]
[IMG_7777] we enter his courts with praise and after having heard the word may we
meditate upon it. In preaching the word offences must come, many have itching ears,
many say to their minister prophecy unto us smooth things rather than terrible, others say
they only give us husks instead of the pure milk of the word &c.

Let no man take offence when he hears the Gospel with plainness, it is better for men
to hear the Gospel now though it makes their ears to tingle rather than to be cast into hell
fire which will never be quenched. Happy is that minister when he can say in the words of
his redeemer ‘Not one of these which thou gavest me is lost’. On the contrary how will
the negligent watchman appear? Imagination cannot conceive! It will then be published
before men and angels whether we have been diligent in the performance of our duty or
not.

When the people of our charge shall be called to account for the use of their talents it
will be justly asked whether the blame can be laid on the minister or on yourselves. How
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will the drunkard wish that he had attended to the words of sobriety and truth. If human
courts of judicature impress us with solemnity what will be the feelings when we shall
stand before his awful throne &c.

Memorandum. The foregoing remarks are but a brief outline of our ‘new vicar’s sermon.’
I am obliged to omit much through a delay in transcribing my notes which [fo. 57r]
contd] [IMG_7778] would have rendered them more full and interesting. The discourse
was evidently delivered with real feeling and earnestness, giving the greatest satisfaction
to the congregation and has in a great measure dispersed the many doubts and prejudices
which vague reports had gathered. In short, he has promised well, and we his parishioners
and hearers must pray that he may receive strength from on High to aid and guide him in
the arduous spiritual duties of the large and populous parish which he has to superintend
and that he may be the happy instrument under the blessing of God of ‘turning the hearts
of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,” and of seeing in a good old age like his
venerable predecessor, the blessed effects of his ministry.

[fo. 57v] [IMG_7779]

The late John Whitridge was descended on the maternal side from the illustrious Anne
Askew who suffered martyrdom in the 16th century for the sake of the Protestant religion.
He was the first stated minister at the Marsh Chapel, Newcastle under Lyme and founded
a Sunday School in connection with that place of worship which was the first in the
county of Stafford; and that soon after the introduction of those invaluable institutions by
the late Robt. Raikes, Esquire, of Gloucester. In the year 1792 he was removed to
Oswestry where he continued to labour as a successful minister until his decease.

[fo. 58r] [IMG_7780]

Saint Giles’s Church.

I have before had occasion to notice that workmen had commenced lowering the soil
round Saint Giles’s church, which from frequent interments &c had accumulated nearly to
the basement of the windows on the north side. The south side has also been further
lowered, and the entrance to the church, which had for many years been by a descent of
five ot six steps, is now restored to its original level. The north entrance no doubt used by
the lepers of the adjoining hospital, and which had probably been stopped up soon after
the demolition of that building with the exception of its arched head, which has since
served the purpose of a window, has been re-opened and a new door placed therein.

The general appearance of this ancient and interesting little edifice having long
exhibited a most deplorable picture of damp, neglect and decay, bids fair of being restored
probably beyond its present interior beauty.

In addition to the above exterior improvements which are done at the expense of the
parish, the Reverend W. G. Rowland, to whose indefatigable exertions we are indebted
for the appropriate and much admired decoration of our venerable Abbey church, has
undertaken to repair and beautify the chancel at his own expense, and to superintend
whatever repairs may be necessary to the fabric. His first measure was thoroughly to
repair and ceil the roof of the chancel, which was heretofore unceiled, to re-open a small
lancet window in the north side and a large pointed one which had long been plaistered
over on the south side, the latter of which he has filled with fragments of painted glass.
[fo. 58r contd] [IMG_7781] The floor in front of the communion has also been lowered
and more appropriate rails placed in front of the altar.

These improvements having occasioned the removal of a monumental stone in the
south wall of the chancel, erected to the memory of Walter Niccols, brought to view a
large pointed arched recess, beneath the base of which appeared a stone grave bricked
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inside and on further search being made, it was found to contain the bones of two
individuals which were immediately consigned again to the [fo. 58v] [IMG 7782] place
from whence they were taken, and the stones placed upon the grave, leaving the arched
recess open. The most probable conjecture is that this grave and recess from the style of
its arch, was formed in the 15th century to contain the remains either of some master of
the adjoining hospital, or person of distinction in the neighbourhood, but the lapse of time
having destroyed all trace of its possessor, Master Niccols had interest enough to secure it
as a burial place for himself and family and caused the brick work to be placed inside.
The recess was probably blocked up when the stone was fixed in the wall at the close of
the 17th century.

The alterations in the nave consist in levelling and repairing the floor and removing
the pulpit which originally stood at the south corner of the arch leading into the chancel,
to the south east corner of the nave, to which an elevated reading desk, procured from a
neighbouring church has been attached. The officiating clergyman at the former one being
obliged to stand on the floor, two large pews opposite the pulpit with one adjoining to it
have been removed, further repairs and improvements will be postponed until the spring
when the Reverend Gentleman under whose superintendence they are, intends
embellishing the east window with stained glass and of placing the legend of Saint Giles
in the lancet window on the north side, prior to which time it is to be hoped that the
parishioners will come to the determination of repairing and ceiling the roof of the nave.

[fo. 59r] [IMG_7783]

Powder Plot. Sunday November 5th.

The morning was ushered in by several lively peals from Saint Mary’s bells, and the
service appointed for the day was observed in our several churches. Mr Marsden, the
Wesleyan preacher, gave a ‘flaming’ sermon against the Pope and the absurdities of the
Roman Catholic religion from [blank]

T. Boycott Esqg. Thursday November 16th

Thomas Boycott, Esquire, was waited upon this morning at the Talbot Hotel by a
deputation of his principal supporters in his late unsuccessful attempt contest for the
representation of our Borough and presented by Col. F. K. Leighton with a beautiful silver
epergne purchased by a subscription amongst his friends and inscribed as follows: [fo. 59r
contd] [IMG_7784]

This piece of plate was presented to Thomas Boycott of Rudge Hall, Esquire, by his
Supporters in the Town and Neighbourhood of Shrewsbury who respect the Principles of
Loyalty to the King, Attachment to the Constitution of the Country and Adherence to the
Protestant Ascendancy, upon which He offered himself a Candidate For the
Representation of the Borough of Shrewsbury At the general Election in 1826. As a
Memorial of the high Sense they entertain of that Union of Friendship, Courtesy, and
Moderation which distinguished his conduct during that arduous struggle.

[fo. 60r] [IMG_7785]

Salop Infirmary

Salopian Generosity

November 16th. It was an improvement on the Epithet of ‘Proud Salopians’ which was
given by a late contemporary writer that they are ‘Proud to do good’, and we need only to
appeal to the number and extent of our various charitable and other institutions, schools
&c so uniformly and often nobly supported for a proof that we are not undeserving the
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distinction, whether it be applied to the inhabitants of the county generally, or the town in
particular, but a striking instance was exhibited this day which | think puts the matter
beyond doubt.

At a meeting of the subscribers to the Salop Infirmary which took place at the said
infirmary this morning “To take into consideration the report of the general committee
appointed at the said general meeting in November 1825, to consider the necessity of
giving additional means to accommodation to this infirmary.’

It was resolved that the present building being found confined, inconvenient and
ruinous be immediately rebuilt on the site of the present edifice. Estimated cost £16,000;
as there was however much disinclination on the part of the subscribers to take so large a
sum from the funds of the institution, a considerable portion of which having been
bequeathed for its support, was deemed sacred, a subscription was resolved on and
commenced immediately [fo. 60r contd] [IMG_7786] when no less that £4,666 0s. 0d.
was subscribed by the noblemen and gentlemen present.

The Lord Bishop of the Diocese said as one means of increasing the fund for the
erection of a new infirmary, he would suggest that a sermon might be preached in each of
the churches throughout which the Infirmary extended its benefits.

Shrewsbury Hunt.

The members of the Shrewsbury Hunt spent the week with John Arthur Lloyd, Esquire,
the president. The Theatre opened for 4 days, the ball as usual on Thursday at the Lion.
The company in town until Thursday was but small. Saturday November 18th 1826.

[fo. 61r] [IMG_7787]

Coleham School. Sunday November 26th.

The sixteenth anniversary of the Shrewsbury General Sunday School was held this day,
when two sermons were preached in Saint John’s chapel by Mr Edward Loxdale in aid of
its funds.

The report which was circulated during the past week shows that an expense of £69
12s. 2%%d. has been incurred in the year ending Michaelmas 1826 of which £61 3s. 5%d.
has been raised by subscriptions, collections &c leaving a balance of £8 8s. 9d due to the
treasurer. It also notices that a branch Sunday school was established at the chapel in
Spring Gardens in the early part of the present year.

The scholars of both the schools according to previous arrangement met in the
morning in Coleham and walked from thence in procession to the above chapel. In the
afternoon they were entertained at the school with “‘cake’ at the expense of the teachers, a
warm mixture wisely called ‘wine’ was formerly an accompaniment, but these benevolent
gentlemen in their wisdom, considering such a beverage as “unsuitable to the day’ have
for the last three years dispensed with it.

The collections after the sermons amounted to £26 7s. 7d. [fo. 61r contd]
[IMG_7788]

It may be remarked that the oldest Sunday School in Shrewsbury is that connected
with Swan Hill Chapel, established early in the year 1799. About the year 1807 although
there were some schools connected with the churches and governed not by gratuitous
teachers, but by a master paid for his service, this was the only Sunday School. Messrs. C.
& S. Hulbert then carrying on an extensive cotton factory in Coleham, commenced a
Sunday School on their premises which they supported at their own expense until 1810
when its extent became troublesome and they were relieved from the weight of the burden
by a subscription being opened and a committee formed and with such support and

77



HENRY PIDGEON

direction, it has continued until the present day and is now (as afore stated) connected
with a [fo. 62r] [IMG_7789] branch school at Spring Gardens beyond the Old Factory,
Castle Foregate.

Meole Brace. Sunday 26th

A sermon was preached in the parish church of Meole Brace by the Rev. Edward Bather,
M.A. vicar, in aid of the funds for rebuilding the Salop Infirmary when £28 was collected.
Much credit is due to Mr. B. for the pains which he took in the preceding week of sending
notices round his extensive parish.

Solar Eclipse. Wednesday November 29th.

A beautiful visible eclipse of the sun took place this morning which was particularly fine
and clear for observation at this season of the year. The eastern portion of the moon’s disc
passed on the sun’s western limb, which made the appearance of the latter similar to the
moon when near her first quarter. This most remarkable phenomena in our celestial
hemisphere commenced about 10 o’clock and ceased soon after twelve, when several
sharp showers of rain immediately fell and continued occasionally throughout the day.
See note on the next page.

[fo. 62v] [IMG_7791]

Memorandum. It is said there will not be another eclipse of the sun visible in this country
for another ten years. It rained more or less after the present one for 26 successive days.
H.P. December 31 1826.

[fo. 62r contd] [IMG_7790]

Natural History.

W. Harwood, M.D. of London gave an introductory course of lectures on the natural
history of the animal kingdom, comprehending a survey of quadrupeds, birds and reptiles
with their most remarkable extinct fossil species in the Town Hall on the mornings of
November 27, 29th and 1st December. In the evenings of which days he delivered the
same course to the members of our Mechanic’s Institution. The lectures were attended full
as well as Mr Harwood expected.

St. Mary’s Church.
Workmen commenced in this month to repair and new point the north side of St. Mary’s
church.

[paragraph on a slip of paper in pencil, probably a bookmark, apparently lines of verse
beginning ‘If worth departed claims the Christian’s sighs’, difficult to read as very faint,
not transcribed]

[fo. 63r] [IMG_7792]

November 1826.

An attempt was made at the commencement of this month to re-establish our Choral
Society, but did not succeed. There seemed to be a want of spirit in some of the former
members, otherwise the design is feasible.

Memorandum.

The landlady of a public house called the “Thrashers’ in Castle Foregate was summoned a
few days ago before the magistrates for permitting some deistical wretches who
occasionally met there to roast the Bible. The charge was very satisfactorily made by a

78



SALOPIAN ANNALS, 1V, 1826-27

person in the secret, but for want of further corroboration was dismissed. It was argued
that she was ignorant of the transaction having as she said purchased the Bible for her
customers. H. Pigeon.

November 8.

Rev. W. T. Birds, B.A, was instituted by the Lord Bishop of Lichfield to the rectory of
Preston on the Wild Moors, Co. Salop, upon the presentation of the Earl of Bradford and
the other trustees of Preston Hospital.

[fo. 64r] [IMG_7793]

St. Mary’s. Sunday December 10 1827 [sic]

The Venerable Archdeacon Owen, minister of Saint Mary’s preached a sermon in that
church in aid of the funds for rebuilding the Salop Infirmary, when £37 1s. 5d. was
collected.

Sunday December 17. A sermon was preached in the Abbey Church this morning by the
Rev. Robert Lingen Burton, vicar, in aid of the funds for rebuilding the Infirmary, when
£19 was collected.

Catholic Chapel. Same day.
A sermon was preached in the Catholic Chapel by the Rev. Samuel Jones for the above
purpose from 4 Matthew 23 verse, the collection amounted to £7 0s. 0d. The congregation
did not exceed 70 individuals who paid much attention to the excellent discourse which
was delivered extempore.

Mr Jones (the R. Catholic priest) is a mild, unassuming and charitable gentleman and
is an ornament to the religion which he professes.

St. Julian’s. St. Thomas’s Day.

The annual sermon was preached at Saint Julian’s church by the minister, in accordance
to the legacies, after which the usual donations were given to the poor of the parish by the
church wardens.

[fo. 64r contd] [IMG_7794]

St. Chad’s. Sunday December 24th.

A sermon was preached in Saint Chad’s church by the Rev. J. E. Compson, M.A. vicar, in
aid of the funds for rebuilding our Infirmary, from 22nd Matthew 37 and following
verses, under which he principally noticed charity as a Christian virtue (see notes). The
collection to £44 2s. 2d. but was afterwards made up £50 8s. 7d.

Calvinistick [sic] Methodists. December 24.
The new chapel lately erected in Hills Lane by the Society of Calvinistick [sic]
Methodists was opened for public worship when two sermons were preached in the Welsh
language by the Reverends [fo. 65r] [IMG_7796] Elias and Griffiths. The collections
amounted to upwards of £27 0s. 0d. Also on Christmas Day two sermons were preached
in English, that in the morning by the Rev. M. Kent, Baptist minister. Collection upwards
of £12 0s. 0d. And in the evening by the Reverend T. Weaver, Independent minister from
Haggai [blank]. Collection upwards of £17 0s. 0d. making a total with the collections of
yesterday of £52 17s. 0d.

The former building was erected in the year 1774 for the use of the Wesleyan
Methodists, but being found ruinous and inadequate to accommodate their increasing
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congregation, they removed in 1805 to a much more convenient and larger chapel erected
for the purpose on St. John’s Hill, when it was taken by the Welsh Calvinistick [sic]
Methodists at a rent of £10 per annum.

The exterior had certainly not the appearance of a place of worship, being entered by
a passage through the centre of the houses in front of the present erection and to the back
of which it was attached.

The interior was low and gloomy and much disfigured by large props which had long
been used as a support to the roof. There was a gallery over the entrance fitted up with
benches.

The present building which is erected on a portion of its site, is very neatly fitted up
and calculated to contain about 500 hearers.

The right side of the chapel is to be appropriated for the accommodation of a Sunday
School, which is connected with the society and contains seventy adults and children. The
school is supported solely at the expense of the congregation.

[fo. 64v] [IMG_7795]

Christian Liberality!

The Rev. J. Marsden in the course of his sermon this evening at St. John’s chapel alluded
to Mr Kent’s discourse at the Welsh chapel this morning & in reference to which said
‘that with the help of a good concordance we may be able to find out the parallel passages
bearing upon this important point, (the divinity of Christ) from the beginning of the Bible
to the end of it, without much trouble or learning!” December 25th 1826.

[fo. 66r] [IMG_7798]

Christmas Day.

The morning of Christmas Day was unusually mild and fine, and ushered in by some
most beautiful and spirited peals on Saint Chad’s bells by our Society of Change Ringers.
A few members of the Body Corporate attended divine service in Saint Chad’s church,
where a sermon was preached by Mr Compson.

Primitive Methodists. Sunday December 24th.
I must not omit to state that two sermons were preached in the Primitive Methodist
Chapel, Castle Court “in aid of the fund established to support missionaries’, that in the
morning by a female named ‘Hannah Farr’ and in the evening by a “W. Leigh’ from
Oaken Gates.

The missionary meeting was held in the same place in the evening of Christmas, a
person named ‘Jones’ took the chair.

The collections amounted to upwards of £6 0s. 0d.

Ireland. Thursday December 29th.

The second annual meeting of the Shropshire and Shrewsbury Ladies Association
Auxiliary to the Sunday School Society in Ireland, was held at the house of Richard
Phayre, Esquire. See note. [fo. 65v] [IMG_7797] The patroness presided.

[fo. 66Vv] [IMG_7800]

1827.

Died December 1st at the rectory, Hodnet, aged 67 the Rev. Geo. Allanson, rector of
Hodnet and prebendary of Ripon. He was of Brazen Nose College, Oxford, a Grand
Compounder for the degree of M.A. in 1785. He became a prebendary of Ripon 1808 and
succeeded his sister’s son to the rectory of Hodnet in 1823.

80



SALOPIAN ANNALS, 1V, 1826-27

[fo. 66r contd] [IMG_7799]

Help Society.

The second report of the “‘Poor Woman’s Help Society’ (St. John’s Chapel) was this week
circulated, and states “that in consequence of several additional subscriptions and
donations in the last year, they have been enabled to extend their charity to many afflicted
and very needy objects. In many instances they had have the satisfaction of affording
seasonable relief to distressed widows and fatherless children whose very abject and
wretched condition called loudly on the feelings of humanity, for help in time of
extremity and bodily affliction, when it was impossible for [fo. 67r] [IMG_7801] them to
procure garments to cover them from the cold, or to keep themselves wholesomely clean.’
The following is abstract of the account for the year ending November 1826.

Receipts Disbursements
Balance in hand 18s. 0d. Expended for flannels, £14 12s. 5d.
calico, gingham &c

Subscriptions £10 15s. 4d For printing reports &c £1 14s. 6d
Donations £2 0s. Od.

£13 13s. 4d £15 6s. 11d.
Due to Treasurer £113s.7d

£15 6s. 11d.

Unitarian Chapel. Sunday December 31st.
Service commenced at the Unitarian Chapel, High Street at ¥z past 6 o’clock, instead of 3
in the afternoon. The congregation is very small.

Memorandum.

Our old town long celebrated for ‘good men and true’ in the commercial phrase has
experienced a considerable flatness of trade throughout the past year, but as it does not
depend for its support so particularly on the fluctuating circumstances of commerce or
manufacture, it was not until the last 4 months that any particular distress was felt, but
during that period [fo. 67r contd] [IMG_7802] more bankruptcies of various descriptions
occurred than have been known for some years. Unfortunately speculations seem to the
been the chief cause of embarrassment.

But not withstanding this great distress, the liberality of the town and neighbourhood
have been particularly distinguished during the last 6 weeks of the year by the munificent
subscriptions in aid of the funds for rebuilding the Salop Infirmary and for other
charitable purposes. January 1st 1827. HP.

[fo. 67v] [IMG_7803]

Memorandum

Many persons in the county suffered considerably from large speculations in the article of
hops, as in the early part of the summer, owing to the general drought, it was considered
that a total failure of the crops would have been the consequence but the produce proving
unusually abundant, all persons holding large stocks felt the fluctuation of the market.
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[fo. 73r] [IMG_7804]
Salopian Annals,
1827

by Henry Pidgeon.

Duke of York.

His Royal Highness Frederick Duke of York and Albany, heir presumptive to the throne
of these Realms, departed this life at 20 minutes past 9 o’clock yesterday evening, after a
painful and lingering illness which he is said to have borne with the most Christian
fortitude, in the 64th year of his age, being born August 16th 1763. He was created Duke
of York and Albany and Earl of Ulster, and Bishop of Osnaburgh in 1784. Saturday
evening January 5th 1827.

Fire. Friday January 12th.

A fire owing to neglect broke out in a small house situated down a passage opposite to the
Butter Market about 10 o’clock this morning, by the prompt exertions of the neighbours it
was speedily got under without much damage.

[fo. 73r] [IMG_7805]

Memorandum. Saturday January 13th.

The Town Crier proclaimed several times in the Markets that owing to the funeral of his
late Royal Highness the Duke of York being appointed for Saturday 20th instant, next
week’s market will be held on Friday 19th.

St. Alkmund’s. Sunday January 14th.

A sermon was preached this evening in St. Alkmund’s church by the Rev. J. Richards,
curate in aid of the fund for the relief of the distressed manufacturers. The collection was
upwards of £11 0s. 0d. The sermon was delivered with great feeling, and excited much
attention.

[fo. 74r] [IMG_7806]

Unitarian Chapel. January 14th.

A sermon was preached in the High Street Chapel by the Rev. G. Case, minister, in aid of
the fund for rebuilding the Salop Infirmary, the collection amounted to £22 16s.

The Weather.

Thus far in the present month has been very changeable. It commenced with a mild and
beautiful morning, but as the day advanced gradually became colder and ere it closed, we
had a violent storm of hail and rain which was followed the next day by a sharp frost, and
on Thursday by a heavy snow. The succeeding week was mild and showery with
occasional squalls. Yesterday a high wind commenced very early in the morning and
continued with much violence throughout the day. Providentially no serious accidents
occurred, and the greatest damage sustained was the destruction of a few chimneys &c
one in particular in Milk Street fell upon a portion of the roof of the Wheat Sheaf public
house with such a crash that it so alarmed or rather electrified a soldier who had been
confined to his bed for some days previous through indisposition, that he immediately got
up, dressed himself and has continued about since. Monday evening January 15th.

[fo. 74r contd] [IMG_7807]
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Corporation. Tuesday January 16th.

At a chamber of our corporation held this morning at 12 o’clock the Rev. W. Vaughan of
St. John’s College, Cambridge, was unanimously nominated to the perpetual curacy of
Astley in St. Mary’s parish, vacant by the resignation of the Reverend James Matthews,
M.A. He is a son of Mr Vaughan, draper, High Street.

[fo. 74v] [IMG_7808]

Weather.

The present week was showery, until Friday when a sharp frost commenced which was
followed by a fall of snow. The frost lasted 8 days. January 27th 1827.

[fo. 75r] [IMG_7809]
Rev. J. B. Blakeway.
A lithographic portrait of our historian, the late Reverend J. B. Blakeway, M.A. from the
original painting for which he sat to Mr P. Corbet, the year previous to his decease, has
this week been published, price 10/6d. | have before had occasion to notice that the
original painting is in the possession of the Reverend W. G. Rowland.

The print is not considered a good likeness.

Duke of York. Friday January 19th.

Pursuant to notice our market was held this day for the reason before assigned. At 10
o’clock at night the sextons of our several churches caused a muffled knell to be rung for
half an hour and which truly ‘Flung to the hollow gale their mournful sounds.’

Saturday 20th. Being the day appointed for the funeral of his late Royal Highness the
Duke of York, as a mark of respect, the generality of business was suspended and the
windows of the shops and houses closed, minute bells were tolled at night from 9 till
[blank] o’clock, and the Union Society of Ringers, who have suspended their weekly
meetings since the death of his Royal Highness, rang a muffled peal on Saint Chad’s
bells.

[fo. 76r contd] [IMG_7810]

Sunday 21st. The pulpits &c of our churches have been hung with black and several or
our clergymen took the opportunity of preaching sermons in reference to the great
national bereavement in the course of which they introduced well merited encomiums to
the memory and virtues of the deceased, illustrious and patriotic Prince the Champion of
the Protestant Religion.

Night. Several young men parishioners of St. Alkmund’s who have recently volunteered
their services to assist in the singing at their church, performed with tolerable effect
Pope’s ‘Dying Christian to his soul” after which the Reverend John Richards (curate)
preached an appropriate sermon from [blank] Peter.

[p. 75v] [IMG_7811]
Similar tributes of respect were observed at some of our Dissenting meeting houses.

The gentlemen alluded to on the other side have styled themselves ‘Saint Alkmund’s
Company of Gratuitous Choristers’” and have framed a set of regulations to that effect.

[fo. 76r] [IMG_7812]

Rev. J. E. Compson.

We had information from Shiffnal this evening, stating that the parishioners of that place
had presented to the Revd. J. E. Compson, M.A. vicar of Saint Chad’s in our town, an
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elegant piece of plate of the value of 100 guineas, with an appropriate inscription, as a
testimony of their esteem for the manner in which he had discharged his ministerial duties
&c during his residence of ten years amongst them. 23rd January.

St. Chad’s. Sunday January 28.

A sermon was preached in the parish church of St. Chad’s by the Reverend John Langley,
officiating minister, in aid of the distressed manufactories when upwards of £28 0s. 0d.
was collected. Also £6 14s. 7d. was collected at Bicton Chapel after a sermon by the Rev.
Humphrey Sandford, minister. Upwards of £35 was collected by the parish officers in the
course of the week.

[fo. 76r contd] [IMG_7813]

Duke of York. Wednesday January 31st.

The Reverend and Right Worshipful Richard Corfield, the Mayor, having convened a
meeting of the ‘aldermen, assistants, burgesses and inhabitants’ for the purpose of voting
an address of condolence to his Majesty, on the lamented death of his late Royal Highness
the Duke of York a most respectable though not very numerous meeting assembled in the
Crown Court of the Guild Hall, and the chair having been taken by the Mayor, he
proceeded to state that he had convened the present meeting without waiting for the
formality of a requisition, believing that although custom alone would have pointed out
the propriety of an address of condolence to his Majesty on the loss of an endeared
brother, the next heir to the throne, he was well convinced that his sentiments would be
responded by the feelings of all the inhabitants, who have at all times given proof of their
loyalty and attachment to the Crown. Col. John Wingfield of Onslow, then [fo. 77r]
[IMG_7814] proceeded in a short speech to propose the address. He alluded to General
Lord Hill who said he was unavoidably prevented from attending.

Major Edward Burton seconded the address in an affecting speech.

The address having been read by Mr Thomas Loxdale, town clerk, Captain
Mucklestone remarked that he thought some especial notice of the respect of the
gentlemen attached to his Majesty’s army to the late Duke should be included in the
address.

The Major replied that he thought the expression Inhabitants of the Town and
Neighbourhood embraced all classes.

Major General Lethbridge expressed his personal testimony to the Duke’s public
services, particularly in the management of the recruiting department of the district, he
(Genl. Lethbridge) had a peculiar opportunity to judging.

The address having been voted unanimously, the Mayor proposed that the Right
Honourable the Recorder (Earl Powis) and the members for the Borough (Mr Corbett and
Mr Slaney) present the same to his Majesty, seconded by Col. K. Leighton.

The thanks of the meeting to the mover and seconder of the address were then voted
unanimously, as also to the Mayor for convening the meeting and for his conduct in the
chair. Wednesday evening.

[fo. 77r contd] [IMG_7815]
The following is a copy of The Address.

To His Most Excellent Majesty George Fourth &c &c.
We your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses and other
Inhabitants of the Town and Neighbourhood of Shrewsbury by leave to approach your
Majesty and to offer our sincere condolence for the great and heavy loss sustained by this
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country upon the lamentable death of your Majesty’s brother, His Royal Highness the
Duke of York and Albany and we by leave at the same time to assure your Majesty of our
sincere and unalterable attachment to your Majesty’s Person and Family. Richard
Corfield, Mayor.

[p. 77v] [IMG_7816]
Memorandum
The address was written by Mr. Corfield. H.P.

Married January 1st 1827. The partiality of friendship induces me to record the marriage
of Mr. W. A. Leighton to Catharine third and youngest daughter of Mr. D. Parkes, Castle
Street.

Died 5 January, aged 75, Rev. Thos. Lloyd, M.A. vicar of Albrighton.

1827. February 2. The annual sermon preached at St. Julian’s according to the will of the
Rev. Philemon Hayes and John Bryan, gent.

[fo. 78r] [IMG_7817]

High Sheriff.

William Tayleur, Esquire of Buntingsdale has been appointed High Sheriff of Shropshire
for the year ensuing.

St. Mary’s.

In the course of the repairs now taking place on the north side of Saint Mary’s church, the
small chamber over the porch of the north transept, and the newel staircase leading
thereto have been reopened and the windows before blocked up, repaired and glazed
under the direction of the minister and senior church warden (Mr D. Parkes). It is said that
the archives &c of the church will be kept here when the place has been properly cleaned
and repaired. February 2nd. 1827.

St. Mary’s. Sunday February 4th.
A sermon was preached in St. Mary’s church by the Venerable Archdeacon Owen in aid
of the distressed manufactories when the sum of £17 16s. 0%d. was collected and in the
course of the week £14 12s. 10%d. in that portion of the parish within the town.

The amount collected in the Abbey parish 2 or 3 weeks ago after a sermon by the
Rev. R. L. Burton was £35 18s. 0d.

[fo. 78r contd] [IMG_7818]

Fire. Wednesday February 7th.

About %2 past 6 o’clock this morning a fire broke out in the Rag Warehouse of Mr. Wildig
[sic], Pride Hill, and which would have been attended with serious consequences had not
active exertion and a speedy arrival of the engines prevented its progress, fortunately no
considerable damage was sustained.

Swan Hill Chapel. Sunday February 11th.

A most excellent sermon was preached in Swan Hill Chapel by the Rev. Thomas Weaver
minister, in aid of the funds for rebuilding the Salop Infirmary, from the 14 Chapter
Proverbs and latter part 31 verse. Collection £18 11s. 9d.
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[fo. 81r] [IMG_7819]

Samaritan Society. Sunday February 18th

The funds of the Good Samaritan Society having become in considerable arrear with its
treasurer, it was resolved by the committee that 2 sermon|[s] should be preached in its
behalf by Mr Marsden, Wesleyan minister, and to that effect they were advertised. Mr
Marsden who had been previously indisposed for some time, found himself so unwell on
the Saturday as to be unable to fulfill his pledge. Mr Kent, Baptist minister, was therefore
waited upon and with much liberality consented to preach the sermons, could a supply be
obtained for his own place, but there being none nearer than Wellington, a messenger was
dispatched to that place about 9 o’clock to get one. The Baptist minister there consented
after sending to Shiffnal to get an officiate for himself. It was not therefore until 8 o’clock
on Sunday morning that Mr Kent could give a final answer to the committee, he however
is said to have preached two excellent sermons, the collections amounting to £17 2s. 6d.,
being larger than on any former occasion.

[fo. 81r contd] [IMG_7820]

Accident. February 21st.

The severity of the frost having completely frozen our river, a little boy named Weston
ventured on the ice near the Union Wharf when it unfortunately gave way and he was
drowned.

Charity Ball. Friday 23rd.

There was a charity ball at the Lion rooms this evening in aid of the fund for the relief of
the distressed manufactories. The receipt amounted to £21 14s. 0d. and the expences to
£12 7s. 0d. leaving a balance to the fund of £9 7s. 0d.

St. Julian’s.
The sum of £32 2s. 6d. was collected in the parish of St. Julian after a sermon by the
Reverend F. Hliff, minister, in aid of the fund for the relief of the distressed manufactories.

[p. 82r] [IMG_7822]
1827
Circus. Monday March 5th.
The circus opened this evening for one month under the management of Mr Ryan.

Roman Catholics. Saturday March 3rd.
A petition (which had been lying at our County Hall during the last eight days for
signature) against granting any further concessions to the Roman Catholics, was
forwarded to London this evening, that to the House of Lords had 1526 signatures, to the
Commons 1583.

Had a public meeting been called, the above petition would doubtless have had a
much better effect upon the inhabitants — children were allowed to sign the present one
and many names were put down without the attendance of the parties themselves.

[fo. 81v] [IMG_7821]

Mr P. Corbett voted against the Catholics. Mr Slaney said (in presenting the petition) that
‘if he did not go the whole length of the petitioners, it is from no indifference towards the
interests of the Protestant Church to which they are so justly attached, but from a
conscientious doubt in his own breast, how those interests may best be served and the
permanent welfare of the United Empire promoted.’
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[fo. 82r cont.]

Memorandum.

We heard this evening that the Catholic question was lost in the House of Commons on
Tuesday evening March 6th. There were 272 members for the motion and 276 against at
which time it is said that there were 552 members in the House being the greatest number
ever known. Thursday March 8th.

Rev. J. Langley. Thursday 15th March.
Mr Langley preached his farewell lecture at Saint Chad’s this evening from [blank].

The hearers who attended the weekly lecture at St. Chad’s (which I believe will now
be discontinued) very few, considering the population of the parish and which induced a
clergyman some time ago to assert from the pulpit of that church ‘were a stranger to come
into this church at your weekday service, he would be led to say “are these the few out of
so large a parish who are seeking the way to Zion with their faces thitherward.””

The Reverend J. B. Blakeway in a sermon on the 1st Sunday of Lent last year
impressed on his hearers the duty of attending the weekdays services of the church,
especially in the holy season of Lent.

[fo. 83r] [IMG_7824]

Sunday March 18th.

The Reverend John Langley the truly zealous and persevering minister of this church
preached his farewell sermons this day to full and respectable congregations, in the
morning from 20 Acts 26 verse ‘I take you to record this day that I am pure from the
blood of all men’.

He introduced his discourse by stating that the words of the text are taken from St.
Paul’s address to the church of Ephesus, among whom he had been ministering and being
at the close of his labours, he embraced the opportunity of bidding them a farewell, the
words of which he read.

After which he noticed the suitability of this address (the words he had just read) and
particularly the solemn appeal in the text with which the Apostle closed his labours, and
that in addressing us on this occasion he considered he was only acting up to the high and
holy office which he had sustained among us and although he was sensible of his
infirmities he could without ostentation take us to record that he was “pure from the blood
of all men,” and in which words or address every minister when taking a farewell of his
flock may find matter useful to himself and them, and happy is that minister who can thus
in sincerity appeal to his flock independent of all circumstances the ground of which is
between a man’s conscience and his God. [IMG_7825]

He then referred to the grounds on which the approving testimony was founded and
which he shewed to be the method of the Apostle who referred first to his preaching and
2ndly to his practice. As regards his preaching we find it to be repentance and faith. Mr.
L. then clearly pointed out, in what repentance towards God consisted of, and what faith
in Christ implied and which he thought would be granted, were the chief topics of his
ministry having sought rather to convince them to please, although some have
complained that these subjects have been too much the theme of my discourses, urging
upon you almost in every sermon the necessity of repentance. Mr L. allowed (and with
truth too) that if [fo. 84r] [IMG_7826] any two subjects have had a greater place in his
discourses these are they, and with much emphasis he asserted if these have been the
grand outlines of his discourses in a ministry of nearly thirteen years, who can be
ignorant of the truths of them? (text)
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In taking a more general view of the Apostles preaching, he shewed that he preach
publicly not being ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. He preached in season and as some
would say out of season. He was no respecter of persons and kept back nothing that was
profitable and in reference to his (Mr L’s.) own ministerial faithfulness, he with much
truth said (in many respects gainsay it who may) whatever may have been the objections
none can charge me with unfaithfulness or neglect, having courted no man’s applause or
shrunk from the faithful delivery of the Gospel truths, some have however insinuated that
my expostulations have been too urgent, too pointed and plain (and with real feeling he
asserted). But if your soul had been in my soul’s stead you would certainly acquit me, and
instead of censuring me would *highly esteem me &c.” What object could | have had in
view in risking my ministerial labours contrary to the approbation of some of my hearers.
I might have cried Peace. Peace when there was no peace with much more personal
advantage to myself. Had I thus done, I could not have stood up and have told you this
day in the solemn words of the text (quote he it) if you perish the fault is yours, not mine.
I have kept back nothing &c. [fo. 86r contd] [IMG_7827] For the space of almost thirteen
years | have not ceased to warn you, other foundation hath no man laid than that which is
laid in Christ, and greatly shall I rejoice should I have been the honoured instrument of
contributing to the spiritual welfare of any of you. This indeed fills my soul with present
comfort and this satisfaction will accompany me in my retirement from my arduous scene
of labour.

The Apostle in the 2nd place refers to his practice and truly ministers must be living
epistles known and read of all men, for without holiness of life the most [fo. 85r]
[IMG_7828] eloquent preacher is but a sounding brass or tinkling cymbal. The Apostle
Paul appeals to his conduct, he was not one man in the pulpit and another out, his conduct
was not only exemplary but adorned the Gospel which he preached, to the dignity of the
Apostleship he claimed the rank of the servant of the Lord, for he solemnly appeals to
them that from the first day he came among them he had proved himself the servant of the
Lord, and on that ground said Mr. L. I now appeal to you and in this retrospect of my
conduct, no man dare accuse me of inconsistency of character, for my public
ministrations have only been the echo of my private life and my private life the silent
illustration of my ministerial labours. We have pointed to other worlds, and | think also
we have led the way publicly and privately have | exerted myself to promote your welfare
to the utmost of my power and sometimes even beyond my power. You owe me no thanks
for this, the love of Christ constrained me, to warn you and to bring you to Christ, having
preached him to you as your only refuge and all sufficient saviour, and this word which 1
have preached must be the savour of life unto life or of death unto death, for ‘I am pure of
your blood’ having kept back nothing that was calculated to profit you and if ‘I am pure
of your blood’ [f0.85r contd] [IMG_7829] what must be the guilt of the unholy, the lovers
of pleasure, the haters of Godliness and the persecutors of God’s people. Let me therefore
exhort you as with my dying lips, to repent and to ‘work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling and to make your peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. How shall
you escape if you neglect so great salvation, receive then with meekness the engrafted
word, that both minister and people may be received with “Well done, good and faithful
servant. &c.

Afternoon. 20 chapter Acts 32 verse.

The Apostle Paul when about to leave his flock [fo. 86r] [IMG_7831] at Ephesus
addressed them in the words of the text, having laboured with fidelity he commended
them to God in prayer. Separations generally involve serious considerations, especially
the separation of a minister and his flock. Under the providence of God I have laboured
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among you for nearly thirteen years, a period full of mercy and profit to myself and |
would hope of some benefit to the flock under my care, and as my official connexion with
you is about to be dissolved, let us not look at second causes but to God, who can order
all things to our advantage, and | feel persuaded that God’s Glory will be promoted at
some future time by this change, thus much I consider it right to say (at this period there
was the profoundest silence) for the encouragement of God’s people and no words are
more descriptive of my present feelings than those of my text (quote). Of the former part
of the Apostles address I discoursed upon their morning calling God and you to witness
that ‘I am pure &c’; and whilst I would wish to retire unobserved, | consider it my duty
to magnify mine office, and whilst | feel for those who know and love the truth I should
ill requite the kindness which | have received at your hands if I did not solemnly
commend you to God and to the word of his Grace, and thus he said (with much
emphasis) will | continue to pray. [fo. 86r contd] [IMG_7832]

And oh what a blessing is a throne of Grace especially in seasons of separation &c.

The Apostle commended his flock to God and thus I would commend you instead of
looking at human instruments let us cast our care upon God.

The Apostle directed his flock at once to the great first cause and shepherd of his
sheep and to this same source would I now in prayer commend you, for God is the same
yesterday, today and for ever. We cannot be in better hands, he will lead us in the paths of
righteousness.

I commend you to God, as the all sufficient good, ministers are instruments in his
hands he uses them as he pleases and lays them aside when he pleases, that God might
display his glorious power, and may not this be his intention now, to constrain us to cease
from man and perishable means. Be still then and now that he his God. Let us learn a
salutary lesson rather than to repine and rebel, as if God had forgotten [fo. 86v contd]
[IMG_7833] to be gracious. He is able to build us up, let us therefore commend ourselves
to him.

The Apostle commended them to the word of God’s grace, and to this word would |
commend you. It is able to build you up, and to be the charter of your hopes and the
source of your consolation. In the absence of friends, ministers and ordinances this word
with the Holy Ghost will revive and comfort the soul, and it you have a gracious God in
heaven and his word on earth, why should you fear? When an inheritance has been
purchased, but which it must be remembered can only be enjoyed by the pure in heart and
through repentance towards God and faith &c. which was the main subject of the
Apostle’s preaching.

What a value does this passage of scripture set upon Christian affection. The
friendship of the world is deceitful, but that of the true Christian is sincere and it is
delightful to see above subsisting between ministers and their people.

Having directed you to the resources of God and his word, | must hasten to bid you a
farewell and first “To those who have heard the Gospel and received the engrafted word
with meekness” he addressed himself, expressive of his gratitude for their liberality to
himself and family, but especially for their prayers, and desiring a continuance of these
prayers and we shall be secure under all circumstances.

But am | not addressing some, who have unhappily rejected all the messages of God
and slighted all our endeavours. Happy should I be if | could in this perhaps to them my
last address prevail upon them to give me an unprejudiced hearing. The loss is not mine
but yours. | predict a time may come when your rejection of my ministry may fill you
with regret (here was an awful silence, and with much emphasis he said) may the labours
of my successor be more effectual to this end. In the hands of God would | leave you may
he judge between us. Endeavour now to secure an interest in Christ, present appearances
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may be discouraging [fo. 86v contd] [IMG_7834] but the Holy Spirit can renew. To God
and the word of his Grace | commend you and God forbid that | should cease to pray for
you.

The period of my ministry among you has added nearly thirteen years to your lives,
grey hairs are now upon many heads that | remembered different and age has
considerably advanced.

He then offered a few warning observations to the aged, and an encouraging address
to the young persons of the parish, many of whom he said had been admitted by him to
Baptism and in whom his fondest hopes were bound up, he trusted that some of them had
experienced the blessed effects of true religion, to such he would say as his last advice,
seek Jesus, seek to know his love and may God be your portion and reward. He then
appealed to his flock to witness against him whom he had [fo. 85v] [IMG_7830]
defrauded or oppressed and he would restore, and that his prayer for his late flock should
be that they may abound more and more in knowledge &c and that grace, mercy and
peace may be with them for ever. The church was much crowded in the evening. H.
Pidgeon.

[fo. 87r] [IMG_7835]
Above the fire place of the String of Horses public house in Frankwell

IWE--IW--EW--ANO--DNI-1576.
IW.
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[reverse blank]
[fo. 1r] [IMG 7841]

Salopian Annals 1827 by Henry Pidgeon

Storm Monday March 19 1827

A few minutes before nine o’clock this morning we experienced a violent storm of hail
accompanied by a vivid flash of lightening [sic] and loud thunder, the weather at the time
being cold.

Choral Society Tuesday March 20
The gentlemen of a new society entitled ‘St Alkmund’s Choral Society of Amateurs’ held
their first rehearsal in St Alkmund’s Church this evening.

St Alkmund’s Wednesday March 21
A lecture was commenced in St Alkmund’s Church this evening. Rev. J. Langley read
prayers and Rev. J. Richards, Curate, preached.

Lent Assizes. Thursday March 22

The High Sheriff, William Tayleur Esquire, of Buntingsdale and a numerous body of his
tenantry and friends escorted Mr Baron Vaughan into town about half past six this
evening when he immediately proceeded to open the Commission of Assize.

Friday 23. He attended divine service at St Chads this morning when the Rev Pearson
(brother to the counsellor) preached a sermon from Prov. 15 22v. “Folly is joy is to him
who is destitute of wisdom.” After a descant on the utility of the Book of Proverbs he
proceeded to show very distinctly and appropriately the progression of human intellect.
[fo. 2r] [IMG_7842]

The Judge afterwards took his seat in the Nisi Prius Court, Mr Baron Garrow presiding in
the Crown Court. The Calendar is heavy, containing the names of 73 prisoners.

St Chad’s. Sunday March 25

Baron Vaughan attended divine service at St Chad’s Church where the Rev. James E.
Compson preached from [blank]. I have mislaid my notes otherwise | should have
presented a specimen of his sermon in the course of which he remarked that, whilst some
may have dwelt upon predestination as being necessary to salvation, he should consider it
his duty as minster of this church to present us with a rule that may prevent a relapse into
many errors not unknown within these walls! Hear! Hear!

St Alkmund’s. Evening
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The Rev. John Langley preached a sermon in St Alkmund’s Church for the benefit of the
Sunday Schools in that Parish. The collection amounted to £16. 6s. 6d.

These Sunday Schools were commenced in 1820 chiefly through the exertions of Mr
Richard France and his son and other residents in the Parish. The number of scholars at
present in the school is 75: boys 32, girls 43.

[fo. 3v] [IMG_7844]
With much difficulty | have been enabled to obtain the following account of the Baptist
Sunday School in our town.

The Baptist Sunday School (connected solely with the Chapel in Doglane, now
Claremont Street) appears to have been established in 1802, was conducted in the chapel
and had at its commencement about 100 scholars. It was, | believe, given up for a season
until 1823 but is now in active operation in a room adjoining the chapel with 57 scholars.

In March 1811 a Sunday School connected with the above Chapel was established at
the Hookagate chiefly through the exertions of the Pastor of the Chapel (Rev. J. Palmer).
It commenced with 40 scholars and soon increased to upwards of 180. The present
number is 135.

The Castle Ward Sunday School in Castle Foregate was established by the
Shropshire Sunday School Union Society in July 1815 and commenced with 290
scholars. It was taken under the care of the Baptist Society (to which place of worship the
children were always taken) in November 1823 as will be seen by referring to Vol. 1,
both of which are now under the same government. There are at present 190 scholars in
the school. The annual expenditure of the three schools is from £25 to £30 which is
chiefly defrayed by an annual sermon at Claremont Street Chapel. 1827-

[fo. 2r continued]
Lent Assizes. Thursday March 29th
The business in the Crown Court was disposed of this evening when 20 prisoners had
judgement of death recorded against them; 13 received sentence of transportation, 22
were ordered to be imprisoned for various periods, 13 Not Guilty, 4 were discharged by
proclamation.

Mr Baron Garrow has been seriously indisposed throughout the Assize and was so
unwell on Tuesday that he could not preside. Sergeant Peake officiated in his absence.
His Lordship left Salop for London this evening.

St Chad’s. Friday March 30th
The monthly sermon at [fo. 3r] [IMG_7843] St Chads’ Church was commenced again by
the Vicar, it was discontinued I believe when Mr Nunn was Curate here.

Assizes. Saturday March 31st.

The Nisi Prius business which has been heavier beyond any former precedent was
finished this evening. The trials of Morris versus Davies and the Chester Corporation
excited intense interest. This assize has been the longest known here.

St Chad’s
In the course of this month a Tablet with the following inscription was erected in St
Chad’s Church

Sacred to the memory
of Frances Jane,
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the wife of William Wyburgh Howe
and eldest daughter of
Thomas Maynard Esquire of Workingham [sic] in the County of Berks
who departed this life 24th May 1826 in the 29th year of her age.
Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God Matthew v 8

A Grecian Tablet of white marble inserted within a border of black inscribed in Roman
capitals

Died March 1st at Derby, Mrs Henrietta Pearson, last surviving child of the Rev. James
Pearson M.A. who held the living of St Julian’s in our town from 1720 to 1756. Her
grandfather was born in the reign of Charles the First and held the Vicarage of Holy Cross
etc with ‘reputation’ and esteem during 56 years [Pencil addition: I corresponded with a
descendant of the ....... in 1831.]

[fo. 4r] [IMG_7845]

Baptist Schools. Sunday April 8th

Two sermons were preached in the Baptist Chapel by the Rev. Manoah Kent, Minister, in
aid of the Sunday Schools connected with that place. The collections amounted to
upwards of £20.

Infirmary. Monday April 9th

Workmen commenced taking down the house adjoining to the Infirmary: the patients will
be removed to the temporary Infirmary at the House of Industry tomorrow; the admission
of patients will take place at Allatts School every Saturday.

Psalmody

The defective state of our Parochial Psalmody and the indifference manifested towards so
delightful a portion of Christian worship, having long been a subject of regret as well as
surprise, | took the opportunity of suggesting a few observations on the subject through
the medium of the Shrewsbury Chronicle and whilst I notice it here as a matter of record,
it is but just to acknowledge that some of our clergymen have not been unmindful of its
aid in divine worship. The anxiety manifested by the late, ever to be revered, Minister of
St Mary’s, must have impressed its importance upon all who witnessed his praiseworthy
endeavors to promote it in his own church but unfortunately the choirs formed by his
exertions and that of other well disposed individuals of the Parish had no permancy [sic]
— there seems to be a want of harmony amount those who constituted them. The labours
however of the Rev. W.G. Rowland have succeeded much better. I allude to the singing at
the Abbey Church.

I noticed in August last year (page [blank] Vol. [blank]) the kind manner in which
five or 6 gentlemen came forward to assist the singing at St Chad’s, but who only
continued their valuable services for five Sundays.

A petty misunderstanding worthy of no notice occasioned their abrupt departure
much against the wish of the congregation. Another choir lately formed at St Alkmund’s
not only promises greater permanancy, but bids fair to stand preeminent. April 15th.

St Chad’s

A few members of our Body Corporate (consisting of 5 or 6 Alderman and double that
number of Common Council men) attended by their officers and the Shropshire Band
proceeded to St Chads Church where the Rev. J. E. Compson, Vicar, preached a sermon
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from 24 c of St Luke and part of the 5 and 6 verses, ‘Why seek ye the living among the
dead? He is not here but is risen.’

He introduced his discourse by alluding to the narrative of Our Lord’s Resurrection
as recorded by St Luke and proceeded to state that we are this day assembled to celebrate
that event — he having arisen and become the first fruits of them that slept. He then
pointed out Man’s original guilt and the means of his restoration to favour through Jesus
Christ by remarking, First “What we ought to believe concerning the resurrection of Jesus
Christ” and “in what sense we are to believe that Christ has risen from the dead” and
showing how he lived in this life, how he was crucified, and rose from the dead to die no
more — death having no more dominion over him. He particularly urged a due observance
[fo. 6r] [IMG_7847] This event, for by his resurrection, his Gospel is established and our
faith is secure, the blessings which it hath brought being inestimable. By his resurrection
Christ is become the first fruits of them that slept — so shall we also who die in him be
raised up in the likeness of his resurrection. How happy is that man who can say with
holy Job, ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth etc’ being assured that this consolation is
afforded us by our Divine Father for our comfort. But it is a day of darkness to those who
are alienated from their Saviour and are yet in their sins.

He concentrated under a variety of examples, that enjoying as we do all the blessings
of the resurrection, “‘What manner of men ought we to be in all godliness’ not in rioting
and drunkenness etc for it will not be enough to be called by his name and to adore him
with our lips if our hearts are far from him. He truly knows who are conformed to the
spirit of the Gospel and those who are not; he knows who are his disciples indeed and
those who would follow him to the Highest Heavens, must also follow him on earth and in
order to fit us for him we must follow the examples which he left us whilst on earth.

Is Christ then risen from the dead? He arose not for private individuals but as ‘the
first fruits etc’ and those who believe on him may consider the grave as a sleep, though
the body may be doomed through sin to earth and corruption for a season, yet, ‘This
corruptible shall put on incorruption and this mortal shall put on immortality.’

Is Christ then risen from the dead? Let us then arise from the death of sin and live in
holiness of life and whilst we see in the death and resurrection of Christ our Saviour the
way to Heaven we are assured that if we look to Him as the life and resurrection
happiness and joy will await us and we shall be crowned with glory. He then particularly
urged an approach to the altar as the most suitable manner of offering up thanks for all
mercies, blessings and benefits of this resurrection and that we should now put off the
garb of mourning [fo. 7r] [IMG_7848] for Christ our Head arose as on this day from the
dead, “And became the first fruits of them that slept”. Let us awake then unto
righteousness and sin not whilst upon earth that we put on his Glory and sit down at the
marriage feast exclaiming, “O Death where is thy sting? O Grave where is thy victory?”
Thanks be to God etc.

[fo. 5r] [IMG_7846]

St Chads Wardens. Tuesday April 17th

The chief topic of conversation in our parish during yesterday and this morning was ‘who
are to be the new wardens?’. Various rumours were consequently afloat and much
opposition expected should Mr R. Drinkwater have been proposed. At the appointed hour
(3 o’clock) a very respectable and numerous body of the parishioners assembled in the
vestry of the church purposely to oppose him. Mr Harley in a very few words stated the
business of the meeting and concluded by proposing (amid the greatest silence) John
Eaton Esq., Mr Morris Morris, Mr John Driver, and Mr John C. Nightingale, which
resolution was seconded and carried unanimously, giving the greatest satisfaction. The
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meeting instantly dispersed, doubtless much disappointed of their expected ‘fun’ and the
bells as is customary rang a merry peal on the occasion. Tuesday evening

The children of St Chad’s Boys” Sunday School commenced chanting the Te Deum
etc this morning and St Alkmund’s Company of Singers performed several pieces with
fine effect. Sunday April 15th

Church Wardens. April 17th
The following gentlemen have been appointed Wardens of our several churches:

St Alkmund’s Mr G. Rogers, Mercer, and Mr Groves, Builder
St. Julian Mr Barnes and Mr John Jones
Holy Cross and St Giles Mr Richard Taylor and Mr John Carline Junior

The wardens of St Marys have been re-elected owing to a [blank] and those of St Chad’s |
have already noticed.

Edward Burton Esq. April 18th

Died in his 71 st year, Edward Burton Esg., Alderman of our town, and a truly worthy
gentleman. He served the office of Mayor in 1802. His remains were interred at Atcham
on the 25th.

The King. Monday April 23
Being the day on which our Most Gracious Majesty’s birthday is appointed to be
celebrated, was observed by a short peal on the bells of our several churches.

Infirmary. Tuesday April 24th

In taking down the house adjoining to our Infirmary the workmen discovered beneath a
trap door in the floor and over which a cupboard had been placed about three dozen of

white wine, from the appearance of the bottles it is conjectured to been deposited there

above half a century. (See a note in Chron HP)

[IMG 7849] [fo. 8r]

The Weather for the two preceding days has been unusually cold for the time of year. On
Monday we experienced a sharp frost and yesterday evening a considerable fall of snow
which has completely covered the eminences of the Salopian frontier. Wednesday
morning April 25th.

St Alkmund’s. April 25 Wednesday
The Rev. John Richards, curate of St Alkmund’s, gave a parting lecture to his
congregation prior to his going to London for two months, from 2 Thess, 3 chap, verse
16, “May the Lord be with you’.

He observed in the first place, may the Lord be with you to guide and direct you in
the way in which you should always go.

Secondly, may the Lord be with you to comfort and establish you in every good word
and work.

Thirdly, may the Lord etc. in all your spiritual duties.

Fourthly, may the Lord etc. to preserve you in peace.

Fifthly, may the Lord etc. to support you in the hour of dissolution.

Death has made great ravages since | came among you and may be now even
levelling his darts at some of us and before I return some of you may be called hence and
your destinies fixed for ever.
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May the Lord therefore be with you all and if he is with you his cause will be dear to
you.

If the Lord is with you, you will exercise great compassion to your brethren How pleasant
it is to see brethren dwell together in unity and peace.

Lastly, if the Lord etc. you will not neglect to pray for your Ministers and may the
Lord be with you, and bless you and keep you for ever. Above is the substance of the
respected curate of St Alkmund’s parting lecture, which was delivered extempore in the
most unassuming, yet feeling manner. The Rev. John Langley, late at St Chad’s,
undertakes the whole of the duty in the absence of Mr. Richards

Town sessions
There were no felons for trial at our Town Sessions held this day. Friday April 27th

[fo. 9r] [IMG 7850]

Earl of Shrewsbury

Died April 8th at his house in Stanhope Street, London in the 75th year of his age, the
Right Hon. Charles Talbot, 16" Earl of Shrewsbury, Premier Earl of England, and Earl of
Waterford and Wexford in Ireland. He is said to have been “a man of retired habits and
most unassuming manners”. He succeeded to the titles on the death of his uncle in 1787
and married in 1792 Elizabeth, daughter of James Hoey, gentleman of Dublin by whom
he had no issue and is consequently succeeded in his titles and estates by his nephew John
Talbot Esquire. The late Earl was a member of the Roman Catholick [sic] Church and his
remains it is said were interred with great funeral pomp.

Miscellanea

Died April 27th James Mason Esquire of St Johns Hill. He was the author of a Drama, a
tale and several pamphlets. He was the son of James Mason Esquire, Draper, and Sarah,
daughter of Arthur Heywood Esquire, Banker of Liverpool.

April 5. Also the Rev. Thomas Rocke in his 74th year, for nearly 50 years Vicar of
Tenbury, County of Worcester and Rector of Silvington, County Salop.

[fo. 10r] [IMG_7851]
St. Giles’s Church. May 7th 1827
Workmen commenced last week to repair the roof of Saint Giles Church (which was
before in a wretched state) in doing this the capital of a pillar in high preservation was
found on the wall near the eave of the roof.

The Rev. W. G. Rowland has given a new vane which was this day placed on the
turrett.

Mem. May 8th. Last night, or early this morning, a neat stone cross which had for
generations, served as a finish to the East end, was (maliciously we fear), thrown down.

Test Acts.
A petition, which had been for several days lying in the vestry of Swan Hill chapel, and at
the house of a tradesman for signature, was this day forwarded to London, having been
signed by nearly 200 persons; the following is a copy of it,

To the Hon. The Commons etc. etc.
The humble petition of the undersigned Protestant Dissenters of the Independent
denomination assembling at Swan Hill chapel Shrewsbury and of other friends of
religious liberty.
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Sheweth that in the opinion of your petitioners it is the natural and unalienable right
of every man to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience and that
those laws which subject persons to civil disabilities on religious grounds violate that
right and so are unjust and oppressive.

That of this description are the Corporation and the Test Acts severally passed in the
reign of King Charles the Second, in as much as they are under conformity to the Church
of England, necessary to magisterial appointments - to the governments of corporations
and to offices of trust under His Majesty and thereby excluding all persons who
conscientiously dissent from the established church or disapprove the imposition of the
Lord’s Supper as a test in such cases. [fo. 11r] [IMG_7852] That while any measure
founded on the same principle would be impolitic and intolerant, the sacramental test is
peculiarly objectionable as tending to secularize and profane an institution of the
Christian church for purposes solely of a religious nature.

Your petitioners therefore earnestly pray that those acts may be repealed, or that such
other relief in the premises may be afforded as to your honourable house shall seem meet.

And your petitioners etc. etc.
May 11th 1827

St. Chads Schools. Sunday May 13th

Two sermons were preached in Saint Chad’s church in aid of the subscription school for
girls, on Dr. Bell’s system and the boys Sunday school in that parish; that in the morning
by the Rev. J. E. Compson M.A. vicar; and in the afternoon by the Reverend E. Bather
M.A. Vicar of Meole Brace.

Morning. 25 Chapter Matt 40 Verse.

The vicar after noticing the excellency of the Christian religion and the benevolence
and charity contained in the text, proceeded to point out the advantages derived from
school discipline in training children for usefulness here and happiness hereafter, and
especially the instruction which they derive from a perusal of the writings contained in
the Old and New Testament, which furnish them with the purest precepts to a virtuous
life, as well as their duty towards God and man and the way to life eternal: and as a desire
for the future welfare of mankind was implanted in us, he hoped it would lead to
benevolence, which was a delight far superior to any self gratification, and whilst the
gospel lays us under many obligations for the due performance of acts of piety etc., it also
says ‘love one another’. In conclusion the preacher, cautioned his hearers in a very
animated manner, against being guilty of ingratitude, and whilst he hoped better things
from them, he congratulated them upon having such an opportunity of contributing
towards the instruction of these [fo. 12r] [IMG_7853] children in that religion which
teaches humility and every other virtue, that when we meet at the Judgement Day we may
be received with ‘well done good and faithful servant’ etc.

Afternoon. Reverend Edward Bather M.A.

11 Chap. Ecclesiastes 6 Verse

A discourse full of the soundest reasoning, and the warmest exhortations, to the
performance of the duty as laid down in the text ‘to sow the seed’, leaving the result in
the hands of a wise and faithful Creator and as Paul may plant etc and Apollos water it
must be God who giveth the increase and although some of the seed may not arrive at that
height of perfection which the conductors may desire still we must sow etc and withhold
not our hands for whatever has been contributed, faithfully applied and husbanded in the
most economical manner, must be successful: therefore let the duties suggested by our
text be our rule.

The collections amounted to £44 7s. 2d.
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It was my intention to have published an account of the formation and general
proceedings of these schools, but the difficulty | have experienced, in obtaining the
necessary information has for the present defeated my purpose: this remark will also
apply to several other Sunday schools in the town, the time of whose establishment
(strange as it may appear) cannot from the want of documentary evidence be now exactly
ascertained.

The report of the girls school ending 2 Feb 1827 and which was last week circulated
among the subscribers represents the school as being in a very flourishing state, and
containing 193 scholars. The general disbursements of which amount to £129. 1s. 3 %2d.
and the receipts to £133. 9s. 9%d. leaving a balance of £4. 8s. 6d. in the hands of the
treasurer.

The boys Sunday school seems to be but little noticed by the parishioners, no report
is shewn of its proceedings and the economy manifested in conducting it is truly
astonishing, for which it is greatly indebted to Mr. R. B. Blakemore of Mardol, whose [fo.
13r] [IMG_7854] unwearied diligence in the superintendance [sic] of it during fifteen
years is worthy of imitation and respect. There are 200 boys on the books and the average
attendance is 160, and | must not omit to state that much good has resulted from the
instruction received at this school, in fact the present teachers with two exceptions have
been scholars.

Mendicity Society. Tuesday May 15th.

Pursuant to advertisement a meeting was held in the Town Hall this morning for the
purpose of devising some means of clearing the town of the number of itinerant beggars
and prostitutes by which it is infested. The reverend and worshipful the Mayor being
called to the Chair, he opened the business of the meeting and after a discussion as to its
intent it was deemed advisable to establish a Mendicity Society, and among other
resolutions it was therefore resolved ‘that a committe [sic] be appointed for drawing up
rules for the guidance of such a society and to collect subscriptions for conducting it and
that the committee be requested to report the same to a town meeting to be held on the
17th July next.’

A committee consisting of the clergy and the senior officers of the several parishes,
within the town, the Hon. T. Kenyon and Col. Leighton was then appointed with power to
add to their numbers.

The attendance of the inhabitants was but small, there seems to be a division on the
subject, but if the society will confine itself to the relief of itinerant beggars, the finding
of work for such as are capable of it, the punishment of impostors, and the cleaning of our
streets of the numbers of prostitutes which infest them, no doubt may be entertained, but
that it will prove conducive to the good of the town.

Mechanic’s Society. May 15th.
Mr. James Whitney of our town druggist delivered a lecture on the interesting sciences of
[fo. 14r] [IMG_7856] Pneumatics, in the rooms of the Mechanic’s Institution to the
members and friends of that society.

He proposes to resume it this day week.

Baptist Society. Thursday May 24th.
The Baptist Society in our town have now in course of signature, a petition similar to that
present from the congregation of Swan Hill Chapel.

According to the present state of the nation and public affairs these petitions are ill
timed.
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[fo. 13v] [IMG_7855]
Mem. The petitions from Salop against the Corporation and Test acts were presented by
Mr. Slaney in the House of Commons June 6th.

[fo. 14r cont.]

St. Mary’s Spire. Friday May 25 % past 7p.m.

A man for a trifling wager undertook to throw direct over the vane of St. Mary’s spire,
twice, successively, he stood on the site of the old Infirmary.

St. Chad’s. Sunday May 27th.

The vicar of St. Chad’s finding the duty of the parish too much for him has appointed the
Reverend Charles Bury B.A. his curate Mr. B. preached his introductory sermon this
evening, from 24 Chap. Matt. 44, in which he shewed the necessity of obeying the
important precept contained in the text.

Wesleyan Missions. Sunday May 27.
Two sermons were preached in Saint John’s Chapel by the Reverends Marsden of Salop
and Highfield of Liverpool, in aid of the ‘Shrewsbury Auxiliary Wesleyan Missionary
Society’
Monday 28™. The anniversary meeting was held in St. John’s Chapel this afternoon James
Montgomery Esq. (the celebrated poet as the handbills style him) in the Chair, and who
addressed the meeting in a speech which occupied three quarters of an hour and in which
he advocated with much earnestness, the importance of missionary exertions — and stated
with equal perspicuity the immense number of immortal beings who were destitute of its
blessed effects. He adverted particularly to Ireland, the population of which [fo. 15r
[IMG_7857] he shewed to be particularly attached to the traditions and customs of their
country. After the report had been read which stated that £569 9s. 6d. had been received
during the past year several ministers of the Wesleyan connexion [sic] addressed the
meeting the speeches of the Revs. G. Highfield of Liverpool and John Hughes of Brecon
excited particular attention; the meeting was afterwards adjourned until ¥ past 6 o’clock.

According to adjournment, the meeting was again opened by a luminous speech from
Mr. Montgomery who was followed by several other ministers and friends, our townsman
Mr. Hicks addressed the meeting in a speech which did neither himself — the House of
God - or the cause of missions credit. The meeting did not terminate until 20 minutes to
10, but before which time the greater portion of the audience (particularly the respectable
part) departed.

The collections amounted to about £44, including those after the sermons on Sunday.

The meetings were respectably attended, though not so crowded as was expected.

Humane Society. May 29th.

A meeting of the friends to the Humane Society pursuant to advertisement, was held in
the Town Hall this morning. The meeting consisted only of seven individuals, after a
statement of the Society’s funds had been read by the secretary Mr. James Whitney, a
committee appointed for the ensuing year and the report ordered to be printed etc. etc. a
good deal of desultory conversation occurred in which some useful hints were given by
Mr. Watton for the future management of the society.

Infirmary.

The old infirmary, with the exception of a portion of the kitchen having now been
completely levelled; a most beautiful view of St. Mary’s Church is exhibited from the
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East and South East entrances of the town, - in fact it is the general subject of
conversation, and a matter of universal regret, that some other site is not selected and
adopted so as to leave that noble and venerable structure open, and appropriate the
present [fo.16r] [IMG_7859] site of the Infirmary as an additional place of sepulture [sic]
for the parish of Saint Mary or the parishes of the town generally.

Whit Sunday St. Chads. June 3rd (Sunday)

A few members of the body corporate preceded by the Shropshire Band and attended
divine service at St. Chads Church - where the vicar preached a sermon 2 Chap Actsland
3 following Verses.

The preacher endeavoured to shew that the practice of the primitive Christians when
they met together was to pray, to preach, to sing Psalms and to receive the Holy
Sacrament, and that they lived together in the greatest fellowship, and as regards the great
miracle which our church this day celebrates he observed, ‘that had it not been wrought
we as Britons should have been ignorant of the glorious truths of the Gospel’! He
concluded with a few practical exhortations.

Afternoon. In accordance with the will of Mrs Anne Crosse which | have before had
occasion to notice the annual anthem was sung with tolerable credit to the singers, it was
taken from 2.3.4 and 9th verses of the 29th Psalm: after which the vicar preached from
the usual text 20 Chap Acts 24 Verse.

Under which he noticed “that the words which he had just read were those of St. Paul
and he had taken them for the subject of his discourse in accordance with the desire of a
benevolent lady’ (thus much as to the legacy.)

He then proceeded upon the character and education of St. Paul (whom he stated was
well acquainted with the literature of his country) embracing the chief characteristicks
[sic] of his life, his great persecution and wonderful conversion, his “trials by land and by
sea’, his death etc. etc.

Free School. Wednesday June 13th.
The speeches by Dr. Butler’s pupils were delivered in our ‘Royal Free Grammar School’
before a respectable company.

The rehearsal took place the preceding day.

[fo. 15v] [IMG_7858]
Mem The papers have of late furnished many accounts of the prizes gained by the
gentlemen educated under Dr. Butler at this seminary. June 1827.

[fo. 17r] [IMG_7860]

St. Chad’s. Sunday June 17th.

The vicar of Saint Chad’s addressed a sermon to the young persons of his parish on the
subject of confirmation from the 16 chap. of 1st Epistle to the Corinthians and 13 verse.

Battle of Waterloo.

Shrewsbury Show. Monday June 18th.

The anniversary of this day is rendered memorable on the Annals of England by the
celebrated Battle of Waterloo, and

‘Shall ne’er go by

from this day to the ending of the world
but we in it shall be remembered’,
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for the valour and intrepidity displayed by our soldiers in that mementous cause which
involved the issues of a lasting peace, or the horrors of a protracted war. It was a day in
which England was particularly interested, especially as regarded the fate of many of her
sons, who were risking their lives in her defence, and truly we are not unmindful of it, for

When Gallant Hill in battle bled,
Salopia’s sons looked anxious on,
Wept when the wounding bullet sped,
And smiled when victory’s wreath he won.

And when the Gallic foe subdued,

On Honour’s laurels sought he rest,
She bid him welcome to her arms,

By glory and by virtue blest. H.P.

From the direful reflection of war and bloodshed we gladly return to senses of peace and
plenty, which under the blessing of Divine Providence it is to be desired may long spread
their benign influences over our highly favoured country, and from this I revert to the
ancient pageantry of Shrewsbury Show which was this day celebrated in the spirit of
those times when men enjoyed life vigourously and heartily, and as Salopians, | trust we
shall never again degenerate from the mirth and festivity provided and displayed by our
ancestors in the celebration of this annual custom of merriment and festivity, so as to
leave it to be ‘more [fo. 18r] [IMG_7861] honoured in the breach than the observance’,
but that each succeeding year may outvie the past one (as it has hitherto done) in
rendering it more attractive and interesting.

The following companies having assembled in Castle Street about %2 past one o’clock
proceeded in the usual order to Kingsland, the different tradesmen as the[y] passed along
exhibiting the utmost harmony and good fellowship.

Shoemakers, masters, apprentices
Taylors, masters, apprentices
Butchers, masters, apprentices

Blacksmith apprentices
Bricklayers, masters, apprentices
Hairdressers, apprentices
Sadlers etc masters.

About %2 past 2 o’clock the Rev. and Right Worshipfull the Mayor (Richard Corfield)
accompanied by several members of the body corporate and their friends, preceded by the
town crier, sergeants at mace &c, followed the companies to Kingsland on horseback
where they were entertained in the several arbours with the delicacies of the season, amid
the greatest conviviality. Toasts suitable to the occasion were given with due honours.

The day proving unusually fine, great numbers of respectable persons visited
Kingsland and participated in the recreation of the day.

At 9 o’clock the companies returned into town through Coleham, as usual, much
invigorated with the essence of barley corn, and not in that regularity as at their exit from
it. The apprentices generally continue dancing at some of the inns until the bright shades
of morning warns them of the duties of the forthcoming day.
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The blunderbuss which is usually fired before the Smiths Company, having been
overcharged by a person to whom it had been entrusted after the trades had gone to
Kingsland, was fired off in Mardol and from the loudness of its report shattered 22 panes
of glass, which will cost about £3 10s. 0d.

[fo. 19r] [IMG_7862]

Mercer’s Company. Tuesday June 19th.

The United Company of Mercers &c partook of their annual dinner at the [blank], Robert
Morris, gentleman in the chair, supported by the Revd. and Right Worshipful the Mayor
and William Brayne, Esquire.

Confirmation. Thursday June 21st.
The Hon. and Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of this Diocese held a confirmation at Saint
Chad’s church when 391 persons received that ordinance.

Mrs Owen. June 27.

Died aged 37 years, Eliza wife of Mr Owen Davies Owen, steward of our House of
Industry. Having had the pleasure of noticing Mrs Owen’s election as matron of the
House of Industry, April 6th 1824, | should consider myself wanting in friendship and
respect if 1 did not pay a just eulogium to the intelligence, assiduity and attention which
she sustained in the duties of her situation, as regards the directors of and rate payers to
that institution, as well as the humanity and integrity she manifested towards the poor, the
objects of her charge.

Mr James Wilding.
Having had occasion to notice the obituary of Mr James Wilding page [blank] vol.
[blank]. The erection of a tablet to his memory in St. Chad’s church with the following
inscription.
Near this place
are deposited the remains of
Mr James Wilding
who died May 23rd 1826 aged 75
Also of Mary his wife
who died May 29th 1824 aged 68
Near them rests the body
of Charles Hovell Wilding
the beloved son of the Rev. James Wilding
and Mary his wife of Cheam, Surrey
He died July 10th 1822, aged nine years.

A Grecian tablet of white marble, inserted within a border of black.
[fo. 19v] [IMG_7863]

Memorandum. June 28th
Rev. Edward J. Wingfield (of this town) student of Christ Church proceeded M.A.
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[fo. 20r] [IMG_7864]
1827

St. Giles’s Church. Sunday July 1st.

Being one of the evenings on which divine service is annually performed in the little
church of Saint Giles, a respectable auditory of between 5 and six hundred individuals
assembled on the occasion when the Rev. W. Gorsuch Rowland illustrated from Psalm 26
and 8v the duty and importance of public worship. The respect which is due to it and the
benefit which may be derived from it.

Of the improvements which have progressively taken place on the exterior and in the
interior, | have already had occasion to notice. In addition to these however the parish
much to their credit have new roofed, ceiled, coloured and otherwise repaired the body of
the church and the Reverend W. G. Rowland to his immortal honour, has presented a fine
east window of stained glass which was put up last week and executed by our townsman
Mr Evans, whose successful imitation in this ancient art stands perhaps unrivalled in the
kingdom.

The four compartments of the lower division of the window contains full length
figures of the Evangelists, standing upon hexagonal pedestals. Through the external
circular arches of which is very strikingly exhibited the groined roof of a crypt supported
by slender pillars, underneath which are their names in black letter and over each figure is
a beautiful canopy of architectural work, above which in the smaller compartments of the
upper portion of the window are the several symbols of the Evangelists, each supporting a
tablet on which is respectively inscribed in small characters:

Mattheus Christi Stirpem et genus ordine narrat
Marcus Baptistam clamantem inducit eremo
Virgine prognatum Lucas describit Jesum
Prodit Joannes verbi impenitrabile lumen.

The three principal compartments are filled with fine representations from ancient designs
of The Wise Men’s Offering, The Visitation and the Presentation in the Temple. [fo. 21r]
[IMG_7865] Beneath each of which is an inscription in Roman letters. Under the
Visitation is

Ave gratia plena: Dominus tecum benedicta tu in mulieribus. Luke 1.28.
Wise Men’s offering.
Ei tharsis insularum que reges munera pensitabunt: Ei Arabes Sabaique
stipendium afferent.
The Presentation. Psalm Lxxii, 10
Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine, secundum verbum tuum, in pace, quia
viderunt oculi mei salutem tuam. Luke ii, 29, 30.

The bottom of the window bears the name of the munificent donor thus:
Gulielmus Gorsuch Rowland dono dedit. MDCCCXXVII

The small lancet window on the north side of the chancel has been filled with a small
figure of Saint Giles the patron saint of the church and is an exquisite imitation of ancient
stained glass.

In fact whoever has visited this church since these improvements and seen it in its
former state exhibiting a melancholy picture of damp, neglect and decay, will truly be
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astonished. Whilst it is to be hoped that its sacred walls will no more echo with the
twittering of birds, the sparrow find a place of security over the altar, or the swallow be
permitted to ‘build her brooding nest” above its antique pulpit, although these may be
striking resemblances of the tranquility and peace which ‘the means of Grace’ are to a
Christian, and which seem to inhabit the House of the Deity.

But the sentiments which this venerable place impresses is in some measure checked
by its disuse and since it hath now been put into a complete state of repair, through the
exertions of the Rev. W. G. Rowland, whose example in this particular should be held up
for praise and imitation, it is to be desired that some means will be effected to introduce a
regular service within its venerable walls that may be instrumental to the happiest
purposes of the heart and a religious life. H. P.

[fo. 22r] [IMG_7866]

Visitation. Monday July 2.

The Venerable Archdeacon Owen held his visitation in the parish of Saint Chad this
morning. The Rev. H. C. Cotton, rector of Ness, preached the usual sermon.

Bible Society. Wednesday July 3rd.

The 16th anniversary meeting of the friends and subscribers to the Shropshire Auxiliary
Bible Society was held in the Town Hall this morning under the patronage and presidency
of the Lord Bishop of the Diocese and the Ven. Archdeacon Corbett. The report was read
at the request of the president by the Rev. John Langley (one of the secretaries) from
which it appears that the contributions of the Society during the past year amounted to
£500 and that £426 19s. 9d. had been remitted for Bibles and Testaments to the Parent
Society in London. It also noticed that several Bibles had been sent to different inns
within the town for the use of visitors &c.

The speeches were highly interesting and listened to with the greatest attention by
one of the largest and most respectable meetings ever assembled on any former
anniversary.

The Bishop alluded in the course of his address to the burning of a Bible at a public
house in our town, which | noticed, page [blank] last vol. He also recommended the
propriety of sending Bibles to the different inns.

The business of the meeting occupied upwards of 3 hours.

Ancient Seal. St. Mary’s. Friday July 6th.
In preparing the site of the new Infirmary on which the College of Saint Mary once
doubtless stood the secretum or private seal of that establishment made of brass and
bearing a representation of the Virgin and Child was dug up. The inscription Ave Regina
Celorum is in characters that appear to be of the era of Edward 3rd. or perhaps and Mr
Bowen suggests, of a date anterior to that period.

The seal is now in the possession of Mr Bowen.

Since writing the above Archdeacon Owen has purchased the seal from Mr B. for
10s. and purposes to restore it to its proper situation, as an instrument of the Royal
Peculiar after it is remounted. (See note in Salopian Journal.)

[fo. 23r] [IMG_7868]

National Schools. Sunday July 8th.

John Wingfield, Esquire, the president of the National Schools, accompanied by several
members of the body corporate and friends of the charity, proceeded from the Town Hall
to Saint Mary’s church, where a sermon was preached by the Reverend E. P. Owen, M.A.
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vicar of Wellington &c in aid of the charity. He also preached in the afternoon at St.
Julian’s.
The collections amounted to £49 9s. 0d. being a less sum than | ever remember.

The report notices that the receipts ending Lady Day 1826 amount to the sum of £404
19s. 2d. and the disbursements to £325 1s. 1d. leaving a balance of £79 18s. 1d. in the
hands of the treasurer. (John Eaton, jun., Esquire.)

Baptists. Thursday July 12.

Two sermons were preached in the Baptist Chapel by 2 missionaries named Statham and
Carey when upwards of £15 was collected. These gentlemen | have been informed
collected in Birmingham after four or five sermons upwards of £800.

Salmon. Friday July 13th.
A salmon was caught in our river this morning of the weight of ten pounds, near the Cann
Office below the Quarry.

Town Sessions. Same Day.

Our town Sessions were held before the Mayor, Deputy Recorder &c there were 4
prisoners for trial, two prisoners were found guilty of robbing an unfortunate female of
the town on the Show Monday of 7s. 6d., one being an old offender was sentenced to 7
years transportation and the other to 6 months imprisonment, another prisoner was
brought up (a notorious blackguard) for stealing notes value £20 from the pocket of a
person in a state of inebriation, and being fortunate enough to obtain a good character
received the mitigated sentence of 3 months imprisonment, this latter trial excited a
considerable sensation in the town during the remainder of the day.

[fo. 22v] [IMG_7867]

At our county sessions on Tuesday 10th July the formality imposed on prisoners of
kneeling on the floor of the court to claim the benefit of the statute was dispensed with
under Mr Peel’s Act.

[fo. 24r] [IMG_7869]
A church in Frankwell. Monday July 16.
I had the pleasure of attending a most respectable meeting of about 30 gentlemen
parishioners of Saint Chad, which was held in the vestry room of their church, according
to the following “notice’ which was given out in the church on the two preceding
Sundays.
The parishioners of St. Chad & other person who are desirous of facilitating the
erection of an additional church in Frankwell, are requested to meet the
gentlemen who have kindly undertaken the management thereof (with the
approbation of the Bishop) in the vestry of this church, at the tolling of the bell,
on Monday, the 16th instant at two o’clock in the afternoon.
The vicar having taken the chair suggested the propriety of reading the proceedings of the
meetings held in August 1825 for a similar purpose, but after a fruitless enquiry and
search had been made for the same, it was proposed that the above Notice should be read
as an introduction, after which he stated that applications had been made for pews in St.
Chad’s church which shewed a want of 150 sittings by persons who were willing to pay
for that accommodation, and mentioned that Mr Richard Drinkwater offered to give the
land requisite for the erection of a chapel of ease that would contain 700 persons, on
condition that he had a freehold pew attached to his house and that the presentation of a
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clergyman was vested in the vicar of St. Chad’s for the time being. A long desultory
conversation then ensued, as to the preliminary arrangements &c in which the chairman
and Revs. Archdeacon Owen and E. Bather, John Wingfield, Esquire &c took a
considerable part, and it being the unanimous opinion of those present that an additional
chapel of ease was necessary, it was resolved that immediate proceedings be taken for
effecting that purpose. A committee of 6 gentlemen (as under) was accordingly formed
for carrying the aforesaid measure into effect and of soliciting subscriptions.

The Vicar, Col. K. Leighton, Mr. J. Eaton, senior, Col. Wingfield, Mr Drinkwater, Rev.
Edward Bather, Robert Burton, Esquire, W. Harley, Mr Hazledine (with power to add to
their numbers).

[fo. 25r] [IMG_7870]

A list was consequently handed round the table and the sum of £540 was collected in
a few minutes, including a sum of £50 from the Bishop.

In this place and as a matter of record I think it right to mention that the erection of
an additional chapel of ease in Frankwell does not at present commence under very
auspicious circumstances, chiefly arising from a slight division in the parish, occasioned
probably by a petition in the early part of the year having been addressed to the Bishop of
the diocese by Mr Langley (our late curate) numerously signed by his friends expressive
of their desire that should a chapel of ease be erected (which they will endeavour to
facilitate) the right of presentation might be vested in the parishioners, under (I believe)
certain conditions.

Upon this Mr Samuel Harley and other leading characters in the parish obtained a
few signatures to a petition which signified that the presentation ought to be vested in the
vicar for the time being whereby many evils would be avoided which generally ensue in
popular elections of clergymen. This was presented to the Bishop by a deputation
consisting of the vicar, Mr. S. Harley and Joseph Loxdale, Esquire.

The Bishop accordingly agreed to meet the gentlemen interested in the subject in the
vestry room of Saint Chad’s church on the 3rd July at 3 o’clock (and left the meeting of
the Bible Society before it was finished for that purpose) when it was determined that the
presentation should be vested in the vicar for the time being and his Lordship
recommended a general meeting of the parishioners to be speedily called, of which I have
endeavoured to furnish a statement in the foregoing account.

There does not however exist a cordial co-operation among the parishioners. In fact
there seems something (if | may be allowed the expression) incongruous in the conduct of
both parties, Mr Harley and some of his petitioners maintaining when Mr Langley’s
petition was in the course of signature that ‘No church was wanted’, though they now see
the [fo. 26r] [IMG_7871] necessity of one! Whilst Mr Langley and most of his friends,
now that one is in contemplation, withold their assistance altogether!

It is but just to mention that the Bishop has acted with the utmost impartiality
throughout the whole proceeding and if he has attempted at mediation between the
parties, I heartily wish it may prove successful, feeling persuaded that where a parish is
divided, nothing permanent can be attained.

Late Mrs Owen. July 16th.

At a board of directors held this morning at the House of Industry, it was resolved (inter
alia) on the motion of Mr Vaughan seconded by Mr Harris: “That this Board being fully
sensible of the merits of the late Mrs Owen (matron) present the sum of ten guineas to
each of her children’.
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St. Mary’s Church.

The east window of Saint Mary’s church having long exhibited appearances of decay and
a large stone near the centre of the arch having recently sunk a few inches from its
situation, considerable danger on the part [fo. 26 cont] [IMG_7872] of the church
warden’s &c was apprehended and an entire new window it was thought would be
necessary.

Mr Smirke the surveyor was however directed to examine it, and make a report
thereof to a meeting of the impropriators of the tithes which took place this morning. He
accordingly advised an immediate repair of the present window with stone and Roman
cement, but by no means to take it down, for in such an attempt he said no one knew
where the danger might end. July 16 1827.

New Infirmary. Thursday July 19th.

Being the anniversary of his Majesty’s coronation, the ceremony of laying the first stone
of the foundation of our new Infirmary took place this morning at 20 minutes before 12
o’clock. The proceedings were [fo. 27r] [IMG_7873] of the most private description
possible, and to that circumstance may be attributed the comparatively small number of
persons (about 300) who attended to witness that interesting formality, scarcely the
slightest intimation having been given thereof previous to the event, in fact the Rev. W.
G. R[owland] informed me that so secret was it kept that the Right Hon. Lord Hill who
was appointed to take a chief part in it, did not anticipate such an honour when he arrived
in town this morning.

At the time however above specified, his Lordship accompanied by the Venerable
Archdeacon Owen and three or four other members of the committee with Messrs
Haycock’s the contractors and Mr Smirke the surveyor, preceeded to the angle fronting
the English Bridge, where the stone was to be laid, his Lordship in a neat speech
addressed the assemblage, as to the utility of the undertaking, the great zeal and liberality
displayed by the inhabitants of our county in furthering its accomplishment. The assiduity
of the committee appointed to superintend the work and the estimation they had of the
talents of the architects and contractors and which had been confirmed by Mr Smirke the
surveyor.

He trusted therefore that all present would join the Venerable Archdeacon in offering
up a prayer to the Governor of all, for a blessing on the work commenced.

The Rev. Arch. Owen then offered up a prayer that embodied several passages of our
excellent liturgy suitable to the occasion.

The stone was then raised and several coins of his present Majesty’s reign having
been inserted within a cavity at the bottom of it, His Lordship then spread the mortar, the
stone was lowered to its intended position, three blows from the mallet and hearty cheers
from the spectators with a cheerful peal from Saint Mary’s bells concluded the interesting
ceremony.

[fo. 28r] [IMG_7874]

Pedestrianism. Tuesday evening July 24.

A man of colour undertook to walk 7 miles in one hour on our Quarry Walk, he
accomplished his task within two minutes of the given time.

Attingham Hall has been the general place of rendezvous and attraction during the last 4

weeks. The admissions to view the furniture &c was by catalouges [sic] (containing 204
quarto pages) price 10/6 which admitted four persons.
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The sale will commence on Monday by Mr Robins of Warwick House, London and
will occupy 15 days. July 28th 1827.

Swan Hill.

The Independant [sic] Chapel on Swan Hill is under repair, the expense will be about £60
and is proposed to be defrayed by “a contribution from each subscriber to the amount of
his or her half year’s subscription,” ‘to the support of the ministry in that place.” July
28th.

St. Chad’s. Sunday July 29th.
St. Chad’s church was much crowded this morning in consequence of their being no
service at St. Julian’s church and Swan Hill Chapel.

The Rev. T. Weaver preached at the Baptist Chapel in the afternoon and to a full
congregation at St. John’s in the evening having never preached at the latter place before.

Storm.

The day throughout was intensely hot, the thermometer in the evening was at 86 degrees
in the shade. At midnight our town was visited by a most terrific thunderstorm of full 2
hours continuance. The flashes of lightening [sic] (which commenced about nine o’clock)
succeeded each other in rapid succession and the thunder was truly awful.

We heard this morning that the electric fluid set fire to three cottages at Uppington
and totally destroyed them. The inmates however fortunately escaped unhurt. It is said the
child who was so miraculously [fo. 29r] [IMG_7875] preserved when a part of our
Theatre fell a few years ago, was among the number who have thus been deprived of all
they possessed. Monday July 30th.

Memorandum.
A truly benevolent subscription has been opened for the sufferers in the foregoing
calamity. August 1st.

County Map. Thursday August 2nd.

A map of the county of Salop was delivered to subscribers in Shrewsbury price in sheets
3 guineas. It is said to be made from an actual survey in the years 1826 and 27 by C. & G.
Greenwood of London.

Richard Jenkins, Esquire. Friday August 3rd 1827.

Richard Jenkins, Esquire, after a residence of 27 years in India during which time he is
said greatly to have contributed to its well government, by the flourishing state in which it
now appears, was met at Emstrey and escorted through town at 3 o’clock amid the ringing
of bells, firing of cannon &c to his patrimonial estate at Bicton near this town in the
following order:

Col. Leighton on horseback
Band of music
Carriage of Mr Jenkins, drawn by 4 grey horses (in which were himself and family)
and followed by 80 of his friends on horseback &c.

Samaritan Society. Sunday August 5th.

The anniversary of the Good Samaritan Society was held at St. John’s Chapel this
afternoon, Mr Thomas Currier in the chair.
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[fo. 30r] [IMG_7876]

Primitive Methodists. Sunday August 5.

The Primitive Methodists or Ranters held their annual camp meeting in Silkes Meadow
(near Harwood’s Boat House) where the enthusiasm so peculiar to the sect was exhibited
with vengance!

Richard Jenkin, Esquire. Monday %2 past eight a.m.
A fine ox and three sheep decorated with colours and preceded by a band of music, flags
&c was carried through the streets in procession to Bicton and Montford Bridge where
they were distributed to the poor persons, in commemoration of the happy return of Mr
Jenkins.

A respectable body of his friends dined together at the Raven Hotel in our town on
the same occasion. August 6th.

Wool Fair. Wednesday August 8th.

The prices of wool at this and our last fair were extremely low, and which will
undoubtedly depress many of the Welsh farmers whose chief dependence is upon that
commaodity.

The produce of the earth however in North Wales promises an abundant recompense
and I was informed during a recent tour through a considerable portion of that part of the
Principality, that the crops in general were never so abundant, indeed there appeared in
many places much better crops of hay than I have witnessed in our own vicinity.

Relief Fund, St. Chad’s.

I should have stated above that the teachers of Saint Chad’s Boy’s Sunday School
assembled in old St. Chad’s Church on Monday evening August 6th for the purpose of
establishing a society for the temporary relief of the scholars when in a state of
indisposition, under the title of St. Chad’s Boy’s Sunday School Relief Fund. The Rev.
Charles Bury was requested to take the chair and opened the business of the meeting by
reading the rules which I had been previously requested to draw up for the [fo. 31r]
[IMG_7877] same, after which a treasurer, secretary and committee were chosen, for the
further particulars see the rules.

A neat tablet with the following inscription has recently been erected in Saint Chad’s
church.

Sacred to the Memory
of
Richard Drinkwater
of this Parish
whose placid and amiable disposition, liberal and
benevolent mind, patience and resignation under
trying and severe afflictions, added to a correct
estimation of the duties and promises of religion
whilst they procured him through life the genuine
affection and respect of a numerous circle of
relatives and friends, rendered the moments in
which he resigned it
Tranquil and Serene.
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animated as they were with the cheering hope of a
Blessed Immortality
He was descended from the ancient family of Durnmwater
otherwise Derwentewater of Bent, Warburton, Cheshire,
and Died March 4th 1825 aged 70 years.
Sacred also
To the Memory of
Jane his beloved Wife
who died July 29th 1799 aged 41 years
To commemorate their virtues, and exemplify
his own filial affection, this Monument was
erected by their son Richard Drinkwater
the only survivor of a family of eleven children
who with their pious and exemplary Parents
are interred in the adjoining Cemetry [sic]

[fo. 32r] [IMG_7878]

Baptists.

Whether a spirit of dissatisfaction be peculiar to Baptist churches in general or confined
to this county in particular is not for me to determine, but should facts be called into
question it is rather probable they would prove ‘stubborn’ in assigning no little portion of
that grievous failing to the latter. As a proof of this assertion we have only to refer to the
history of the Baptist Church in this town, whose ministers with one or two exceptions
have been removed, or to prevent greater feuds, modestly resigned. Mr Smith who
preceded Mr Palmer was dismissed on one ground, as a contemporary MS assures us ‘for
being of a cheerful social disposition’. In regard however to the ministry of Mr P[alme]r
perhaps that was the only instance in which mutual love subsisted between the pastor,
church and congregation.

It is therefore with feelings of regret that I find a slight schism in the present Baptist
congregation. What are its causes and motives | am at a loss to discover further, than that
it originates with a few dissatisfied individuals, who among other trifles consider that Mr
Kent the respected pastor ‘cannot tell them more that they really know.” And in allusion
to his preaching which is generally acknowledged to be mild, forcible and elegant, a cant
phrase has been created (void of sense or judgement in its import) ‘Do you know the Rule
of Three.” August 9th.

Shropshire Summer Assize. Friday August 10th.

W. Tayleur, Esquire, the High Sheriff of the County and a respectable body of his friends
and tenantry proceeded as usual to meet the judges of Assize, Mr Justice Littledale and
Mr Baron Vaughan who arrived in town about 5 o’clock and proceeded to read the
commission for holding the Assizes. The calendar contains the names of 36 prisoners.
The cause list 32 cases. On Saturday morning at 10 o’clock Mr Justice Littledale took his
seat in the Crown Court and Mr Baron Vaughan at the Nisi Prius having omitted
attending divine service prior thereto, a circumstance unknown in Salop within the
memory of any person.

[fo. 32v] [IMG_7879]

1827 August 11th. At a meeting of the grand jury held this day in the Shire Hall, it was
resolved to petition Parliament relative to some means being adopted to afford a greater
protection to the breed of salmon and to ensure a more general participation in the
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benefits of its fishery to all parts of the river, than the present laws appear calculated to
effect.

[fo. 33r] [IMG 7880]

St. Chad’s. Sunday August 12th.

The judges of Assize accompanied by the High Sheriff and William Brayne, Esquire, in
the absence of the Mayor, attended St. Chad’s church where the Rev. Mr Pearson the
High Sheriff’s chaplain preached a sermon 2 Timothy 3 chap. 16 & 17 verses.

He introduced his discourse by stating that there were many interesting cases in the
subject of the text which he should feel it his duty to bring forward on the present
occasion and proceeded to shew that the language of the Apostle was plain, intelligible
and useful, and the text full and explicit in what it implies. After observing that laws were
enjoined for the well governance of man he took a passing survey of the natural world
and the chief support by which it is sustained. The order and regularity of the heavenly
bodies, ‘the wisdom of the Creator in placing his creatures and the whole animal and
vegetable kingdom under such rules and restraint as are conducive to the whole, and
though we cannot discern the immutable system which governs the whole, we should be
content to know that it is God, such being the conclusion which observation offers, for it
will require greater depths than philosophy to see through the whole’! But (continued he)
‘how strikingly are these appearances seen through the revealed will of God’!

He next adverted to Abraham who was favoured by the Almighty not for his faith
alone but because he obeyed the law of God and that the same design is displayed
throughout the new covenant, ‘can the sinner then persuade himself that faith will
transport him to Heaven when he has neglected the improvement of time. How contrary is
it to the example of our Saviour who says | must do the work of him that sent me whilst it
is day.” The promises of the Gospel are not the conditions of faith alone. Holiness of life
belong to them and such are the practical inferences of the Gospel and were | to detain
you longer we should only arrive at these words of the text (lat part ver). We can only
hope to please God by employing our faculties in his service. Is it possible that Heaven
can have charms for the evil man? Can he who has never looked beyond the confines of
this world look [fo. 34r] [IMG_7882] for eternal life? Can he who has neglected religion
enjoy the blessings of immortality? As well may we talk of a man who has been blind
from his birth beholding the sun, as to talk of the delights of heaven to him who has ever
lived in the neglect of them.

There is hope however for the true penitent. Salvation being promised to those who
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. The Bible shews the punishments prepared for the
wicked and the enjoyments for the righteous. Let conscience perform its work and as we
believe in the Gospel of our Saviour he urged that a due dependence should be placed
upon its truths considering that they are plain, simple and intelligible and being assured
that our sins will find us out, yet if we resolve with firm determination to sin no more, we
shall amid the convulsions of the wicked receive everlasting joy in the mansions of bliss.

Millington’s Charity. Afternoon.

Mr James Millington, founder of the Hospital in Frankwell having directed by his will
that a sermon should be annually preached on his birthday (the 12 August) in pursuance
thereof one was preached this afternoon at St. Chad’s by the Rev. J. E. Compson, from
107 Ps[alms] 8 ver. in the course of which he noticed ‘that all good flowed from God and
that it was he who actuated men to all good works, such as the building of schools &c
consequently the hearts of the hospitallers of their bounty should be filled with gratitude
to God for disposing their minds and particularly that of the venerable founder of the
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charity which we are desired this day to notice and the benefits of which many around me
enjoy.’

St. Giles” Church. Afternoon (same day).
Divine service was as is customary performed in the venerable church of Saint Giles,
where the Reverend W. G. Rowland preached an excellent sermon from Galatians.

A part of the choir from the Abbey attended and chanted the Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis, the effect was highly striking and those feelings which heard it unmoved are not
to be envied. The church was crowded to excess and many went away not being able to
gain admittance.

[fo. 33v] [IMG_7881]

1827 Sunday August 12th.

The Rev. Joshua Marsden, minister of the Wesleyan Chapel preached according to
previous announcement a funeral sermon or what he called ‘an improvement upon the
death of Mr Tibnam’ a respectable member of the Wesleyan Society. It would have been
a tolerable sermon divested of some intolerant political invectives. In fact it was a funeral
sermon upon all the prime ministers of state, from the *Pilot who weathered the storm’ to
the Right Honourable George Canning of whom his liberality prompted him to say ‘that
he (Mr Canning) was now gone, the man who was raised only a few months ago to the
highest pinnacle of worldly glory, but by how many sacrifices of honour, conscience and
so on, God only knows, this is a specimen of Christian charity certainly, from a man who
doubtless never saw those passages of Holy Writ “speak not evil one of another’ ‘Judge
not lest ye be judged.’

The Reverend gent. is known to have abused Mr Canning first, then to candidly
renounce those opinions and become reasonable, and subsequently to turn as above ‘like a
dog to his vomit and as a sow wallowing in the mire’!!!

I might adduce many instances of the above gent. Christian charity, similar to the
foregoing, but considering it would be a waste of time and paper in noticing such
illiberality. I forbear.

[fo. 35r] [IMG_7883]

St. Alkmunds. Sunday evening August 12th.

A sermon was preached at Saint Alkmund’s church by the Reverend John Richards,
curate, in aid of the funds for rebuilding the Salop Infirmary. The congregation was
unusually small as will be evident from the collection which amounted to only £10 6s. 0d.

Assizes continued.
The business in the Crown Court was finished this morning, judgement of death was
recorded against 11 prisoners, 7 received sentence of transportation, 3 were imprisoned
for various periods, 5 were not guilty and 7 discharged. 1 was referred until next assizes,
1 was ill, and another broke out of prison in June last and has not been retaken.

Two other prisoners were arraigned at the Bar for breaking out of prison on the 3rd
of Aug. & sentenced to 1 year’s imprisonment. They were retaken near Rodington the
same evening they made their escape. Tuesday Aug. 14th.

Bellstone House.

The house in Barker Street called Bellstone, late the residence of Mrs Moysten Owen
being under repair, the Grecian porch in front of the hall door was taken down. It had in
the pediment the arms of the family of Owen, a lion rampant and a canton. August 16th.

114



SALOPIAN ANNALS, V, 1827-28

Assizes continued. Saturday August 18th.
The business at Nisi Prius which has been very important, finished this evening when the
judges immediately left town for Hereford.

Frankwell.

A culvert has been formed to carry off the wet which continually lay in the disagreeable
hollow between the bridge and the Compasses Inn, Frankwell, and the space raised to the
height of 3%z feet thereby completing a good passage, for which purpose upwards of £60
has been received from the surplus fund for improving and macadamising the Wyle Cop.
See page [blank] vol. [blank]

[fo. 36r] [IMG_7884]

Corn Harvest.

The weather far the last eight days has been very unpropitious for gathering the produce
of the earth. Our neighbourhood has experienced some heavy thunderstorms and the town
this day was visited by a heavier storm of rain accompanied with hail and thunder, than
has been known for some time. In fact, the harvest in our vicinity is but partially got in
and the grain where is has been long cut is beginning to sprit. August 18th.

Baptists.
On the 11th of this month a printed circular addressed ‘To the Religious Public’ was
circulated amount the dissenters in our town, it commenced by stating

At a meeting held on the 10th of July at Enon Cottage for promoting the cause of
religion in Shrewsbury and its vicinity, special prayer having been offered up to
Almighty God for his continual guidance and direction in all things, and for His
blessing to rest upon the humble exertions of those assembled. A committee was
formed and after mature deliberation it was resolved that a short statement be printed,
explanatory of the objects in view, addressed to the professors of Christianity
generally but more particularly to their brethren of the Baptist denomination.

It proceeds to state that this committee ‘have to regret the unfriendly feelings manifested
by a few individuals’ which they consider to have originated ‘in misconception’. They
further profess “to harbour no spirit of hostility towards their brethren the Baptists, or any
other denomination’ desiring ‘the co-operation of all’, at the same time asserting ‘that this
town presents a sphere for enlarging the Redeemer’s Kingdom, when the disproportion of
places for divine worship and the vast population are taken into consideration and that the
Castle Foregate has a strong claim upon the friends of religion in this particular’ no one
will I am persuaded doubt.

It then goes on to state that they wish ‘to establish a second Baptist interest in some
part of the Castle Foregate [fo. 37r] [IMG_7885] to effect which a Mr Hassall of
Haverfordwest was invited to Salop ‘to form his own judgement of its practability, the
good likely to result therefrom, and to act accordingly’. But should ‘Mr Hassall not be at
liberty to engage, some other active zealous minister will be invited to do so, and when
sufficient funds are raised some one of the neighbouring ministers be invited to preach in
a temporary place in this neighbourhood.’

Thus they profess ‘openly and candidly’ to have laid before the public ‘the motives
by which they are influenced’! As a friend and wellwisher to the best interests of mankind
and the religion of the heart, | sincerely hope it may prove as stated aforesaid.
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But the fact is the present motives do not appear as having for their design an
extension of the ‘Redeemer’s Kingdom’ or cause, for | have satisfactory reasons to
believe that they are only as a cloak to obtain by some means if possible, another minister
in the room of Mr Kent, if it be in fact as is represented above, why was not their
intentions laid before Mr Kent first, in a fair and candid manner? Such a proceeding
would have been upright and honourable, and gained themselves and their undertaking
great credit from the friends of religion in general. Instead thereof these seceders forced
the aforenamed Mr Hassall into Mr Kent’s pulpit, when the latter was labouring under
indisposition! And for what?

The general conduct of these seceders brings to my recollection an anecdote of which
the following is the substance.

A complaint was made to a dissenting preacher by a deacon of his chapel that the
congregation could not benefit under his discourses, the preacher replied that he was sorry
for that, but it might be accounted for by his having lost his ‘Prayer Book’ to which the
deacon with astonishment said, we did not know that [fo. 37v] [IMG_7886] you used a
‘Prayer Book’! The minister emphatically answered ‘I have lost the prayers of my
people’! The deacon sensible of the rebuke instantly withdrew.

[fo. 38r] [IMG_7887]

Old St. Chad’s Church.

The interior of old Saint Chad’s church beautified, and iron palisading placed on the wall
surrounding the burial ground. The vane and cardinal points were placed on the summit
of the east end of the building in the early part of the year at the expense of Thomas
Pemberton, Esquire. August 24th.

St. Julian’s.

A sermon was preached this morning in Saint Julian’s church by the Reverend Frederick
Iliff, minister, in aid of the funds for the erection of a new Infirmary, the sum of £20 1s.
10d. was collected. August 26th.

Rev. Joshua Marsden. Same evening.
The Reverend Joshua Marsden, preacher at the Wesleyan Meeting House, St. John’s Hill,
delivered his farewell sermon. “He is gone’ to Worcester.

As this person in some degree rendered himself a public character by his imitative
Irving harangues, | record a few remarks relative to him from my own observations, and
that of a friend who was a regular attendant on his preaching. [fo. 38r cont] [IMG_7888]

Mr Marsden’s appearance in the pulpit was rather respectable and prepossessing at
first sight, although not handsome even after a more strict investigation. His prayers were
very long, not altogether addresses to the Deity, but frequently teeming with digressive
remarks entirely opposed to what his hearers on such an occasion could either expect or
approve. Some of his prayers were deep, eloquent and powerful, others puerile and
feeble.

His reading of the scriptures was not pre-eminent, and his delivery of the hymn really
disgraceful.

Nature had bestowed on him a tolerable voice which he spoiled by ineffectual
attempts to make [fo. 39r] [IMG_7889] it better. Mr M’s. sermons were a sort of
theological ‘Fitchet Pie’ or Salmagundi. There was nothing like a theme or regular
discourse in them. They generally contained the five constituent parts or divisions, but the
cart was often placed before the horse, and we had narrative, appeal, and half a
conclusion, all jumbled together to form what he considered his introduction, and which
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generally occupied about half or three quarters of an hour, when he would implore the
‘Divine blessing” upon the remarks he was going to make and which usually filled up
fifteen or twenty minutes, leaving the former preamble to take its chance.

Mr. M. often introduced scraps of poetry into his sermons, chiefly from Young, but
so metamorphosed that few could recognise it, being reduced to the level of his own bad
prose. He also sometimes favoured his audience with ‘Poetry” of his own manufacture,
which he recited so badly that it was often fancied worse than it really was.

Mr Marsden was occasionally more learned and incomprehensible than his hearers
wished, still, many thought it must be grand, because they could not understand it. Latin,
Greek, Hebrew, and [fo. 39r cont] [IMG_7890] French have at sundry times been dealt
out to the public with more liberality than judgment. Had this gentleman conveyed Dr
Adam Clarke’s commentary from the study to the pulpit, he would have saved his
reputation from being many times associated with a contemptible union of ignorance and
pedantry.

Mr Marsden’s temper was not even the most placid, even in the pulpit, some little
bulwark or stumbling block obstructed the gratification of a little ambition. Some poor
unfortunate wight gets a lecture for coming too late, some gentle “current of fresh air’
constantly annoys [fo. 40r] [IMG_7891] him by rushing to fill up the vacuum created by
his warmth and animation.

As a speaker Mr M. was occasionally forcible and eloguent, and although his
remarks unconnected they were generally sensible. He was always what he called
‘Faithful’ to his flock, never sparing their failings, or their feelings. He was extremely
illiberal to those from whom he differed in sentiment, particularly the Roman Catholics,
respecting whom he once said ‘if they were to gain the ascendancy he would cross the
Atlantic’. But the ‘Romans’ were not the only sect against whom his anathemas were
directed, the “Calvinists’ had their share whose doctrines he has in the multitude of his
charity called ‘damnable’, other Christians have been treated in like manner.

For some months after Mr Marsden came to our town, he appeared to be possessed of
the spirit of his Divine Master, preaching and practising that humility and brotherly love
which winneth souls. He increased the congregation and the society in so much that it was
deemed necessary to enlarge the meeting house. After this was done Mr M. seemed much
[fo. 40r cont] [IMG_7892] altered, indeed almost intoxicated with the honour of
preaching in his new and elegant place of worship. He became proud and irritable and in
the remainder of his time, more left the society than he had been previously the
instrument of adding.

He often appealed forcibly to the passions of the people.

As a pulpit tradesman Mr Marsden was always steady and attentive. In December.
1824 he preached a Philippic on that Methuselah of almanac “Vox stellarum’ by Francis
Moore, physician, and most pathetically concluded by recommending a substitute
published by the company of Methodists, and sold by himself. [fo.. 41r] [IMG_7893]

However enough has been said on the dark side of Mr M’s character, it were to be
wished the brighter one afforded equal scope for observation, indeed the few favourable
remarks already made appear to embrace all that we can advance.

That Mr Marsden was notorious, few will deny, that he was popular, equally few will
admit. He was a man who could oftener excite curiosity than gratify it, of some talent, but
no taste. One who was occasionally eloquent and impressive, frequently low and
declamatory, sometimes soaring aloft upon the sublimity of Holy Writ, at other times
grovelling in the very dregs of human thought and expression. Thus he has managed to
leave behind him a name that will not soon be forgotten by many who heard him.
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Mr Marsden is succeeded by the Rev. William Moulton, a grave old gentleman, from
Congleton.

Irish Society Schools. Thursday August 31st.

The anniversary meeting of the friends and subscribers to the ‘Shropshire Society in aid
of the Sunday School Society for Ireland’, [fo. 41r cont.] [IMG_7894] was held in our
Town Hall, and was very numerously attended, especially by the fair sex of our county
who appear to take a lively interest in its concerns.

Our little townsman Mr Urwick (a dissenting minister at Sligo) spoke at considerable
length, and excited much attention.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Roden, patron of the parent society, presided. The
proceedings of the meeting occupied full four hours and the collection at the doors
amounted to £19 7s. 6d.

This Society was formed in Salop at a meeting held in the Town Hall on the 1st June
1825, its purpose seems to be implied in its title, viz. to promote [fo. 42r] [IMG_7895] the
establishment and facilitate the conducting of Sunday schools in Ireland by disseminating
the most approved plans for the management of such schools, and to provide them with
books or copies of the Scriptures gratuitously or at reduced prices.

Our truly Christian diocesan has accepted the office of patron of the Society then
formed.

I also noticed in Dec. 1825 a meeting convened by Miss Pigott and held at the
residence of Richard Phayre, Esquire, for the purpose of forming a Ladies Association in
connection with the above, of which Society Miss P. is patroness. It is entitled the Ladies
Shropshire and Shrewsbury Auxiliary Society.

Mayor. Thomas Dugard, M.D.
Being the Friday after the Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Thomas Dugard M.D. was elected
Mayor of this town and Liberties for the year ensuing.

Fruit Market. Saturday September 15.

Our market of today and the two preceding weeks has been overstocked with fruit of
every description, apples and pears were sold at one penny and nuts at three pence per
quarter! [fo. 42r cont.] [IMG_7896]

Duke of St. Albans.

The Duke and Duchess of Saint Albans visited our town in their passage from Worcester
Musical Festival, they reminded us of the distich: ‘He looked when a courting he went,
Like a shrimp making love to a lobster.’

Races. September 18, 19 & 20.

Our annual “Horse Races’ took place on these days, the attendance of company was not
so numerous or [fo. 43r] [IMG_7897] respectable as we have witnessed on preceding
occasions. The provincial declaration being quite general ‘We never knew such flat
races’. Feeling but little interest in the “sporting” department and considering it a matter
of as little importance, | as usual pass over its detail.

There was however an unusual sensation excited on the “turf” in consequence of
several young men having been cheated on the first day by some gamblers, the tables of
whom were eventually upset. On Wednesday one of the “sharpers’ was ducked in a pond,
others had their booths demolished and burnt, which so dispersed the vagabonds that on
Thursday not one was to be seen on the course.
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Infirmary Meeting. Friday September 21.
The Infirmary meeting was as usual most numerously and respectably attended; whilst the
display of gentlemen of rank and honour in the procession and ladies the pride of
Shropshire in the church was truly [fo. 43r cont] [IMG_7898] creditable and honourable
to our county.

The Reverend H. C. Cotton of Great Ness preached the annual sermon in St.
Chad’s church from 9 chap. John, 3 verse.

Miss Williams Wynne and Miss Childe were the ladies who held the plates supported by
Charles Kynaston Mainwaring, Esquire, of Ottely Park, and Richard Jenkins, Esquire, of
Bicton.

The Reverend Sir Edward Kynaston, Bart, Treasurer.

Church Missionary Society. Tuesday September 25.

The annual meeting of the friends to the Shropshire Church Missionary Society was held
in the Town Hall. Alderman William Cludde in the chair. The [fo. 44r] [IMG_7900]
attendance was particularly large. The Lord Bishop of the Diocese and many other
clergymen were present and addressed the meeting.

The report was read by the secretary, the Reverend John Langley, and stated that the
contributions received from the branch societies in our county ‘with subscriptions and
congregational collections amounted to the sum of £804 4s. 2d. of which £750 has been
remitted to the parent society in London.’

The Rev. C. Bickersteth, secretary of the parent society stated that the *‘Church
Missionary. Society had nine missions containing 56 stations in which there were 497
teachers employed, numerous congregations formed, schools established and 14,000
children in course of instruction, the gross receipts amounting in the 25th year of its
duration to upwards of £45,000.

The collection at the door amounted to £28 2s. 10d. besides subscriptions and
donations received amounting to upwards of £50.

Wesleyan Schools. Sunday September 31.
A meeting of the Sunday school connected with the Wesleyan Society was held this
evening for the purpose of electing a new committee and the general management of the
school for the ensuing year, when a paper was sent in containing the names of nine ladies
to serve as a committee, which was read by the chairman to the amusement of all present.
A motion having been made to the committee respecting the impropriety or
impropriety of continuing the present custom of teaching some of the elder children to
write on the Sabbath day.
After ‘an arduous discussion’, it was decided in the positive ‘believing (as they say)
that it is lawful to do good on this sacred day.

[p. 43v] [IMG_7899]

Wesleyan School.

This is the only school in Shrewsbury where writing is taught on the Sunday, and is (I
think) justly considered by many as a misemployment of the sacred hours of the Sabbath.

[fo. 45r] [IMG_7901]
Royal Arms. St. Mary’s.

119



HENRY PIDGEON

The escutcheon bearing the Royal Arms originally placed in the centre light of the south
transept window, has been removed to the north transept, and embedded in blue stained
glass, instead of dark brown as before. The present situation is considered to be more
appropriate than the former one on account of its proximity to the monument now in
course of preparation to the memory of its lamented donor.
Chancel. The modern mosaic glass in the upper compartments of the east window has
been removed and fragments of old Winchester glass placed in its stead, which
harmonizes much better than the former fiery yellow.
South Porch. The curious and early pointed window on the west side of the south porch
has been opened and glazed. It does not appear to have been originally so, from their not
being the least trace of any grooves in the stone for the reception of glass, which of course
were now made.

The mural monument which nearly covered the window inside the porch has been
removed into the church.

September 30 1829.

St. Alkmund’s.
The lower part of St. Alkmund’s spire new pointed and repaired, and the broken parts of
the beautiful tabernacled windows restored. The tower was repaired 1825.

September 30th.

[fo. 46r] [IMG_7902]

Thomas Dugard, M.D. Friday October 5th 1827.

Thomas Dugard M.D. was sworn into the office of Mayor of our town and liberties for
the ensuing year, after which he entertained the body corporate at his residence the
Council House with a cold collation, and on the following Sunday with a breakfast, after
which they proceeded to Saint May’s church, where the Venerable Archdeacon Owen
preached a suitable discourse.

Cavalry.

The Shrewsbury Yeomanry Cavalry having been on ‘permanent duty’ during the past
week, under the command of Colonel Dallas, had their ‘Grand field Day’ as it is termed
this morning. Some of the troops look quite a la militaire, whilst others being formed of
anything besides ‘yeomanry’ or ‘gentry’ are more like Falstaff’s Regiment, excepting
their clothing with which they have nothing to do, as | fancy it would soil with their
figures, nevertheless the whole corps is creditable to our town and neighbourhood and |
believe performed their evolutions to the entire satisfaction of their commanding officer.
Tuesday October 9th.

Free Masonry. Tuesday October 9th.

The landlord of the Fox Inn having lately erected an additional room adjoining his house,
towards which the Salopian Lodge of Free Masons have allowed him a certain sum. The
Brethren assembled this evening ‘to celebrate the opening of their ‘Masonic Hall’ and to
consecrate it to the objects and purposes on which free and accepted Masonry is founded,
on which occasion a suitable address was delivered.

[fo. 47r] [IMG_7903]

Infirmary.

A truly magnificent legacy of £10,000 has been left for the support of our County
Infirmary by William Francis, Esquire, of Buildwas, who died in Pembrokeshire in
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August last, after the demise of four individuals, the respective ages of whom are about
80, 74, 60 and 45.

Dinner at the Castle. Tuesday October 16th.
John Cressett Pelham, Esquire, M.P. entertained the body corporate and a select party of
friends with a magnificent dinner at his residence, the Castle.

Sick Man’s Friend. October 16th.
The seventeenth anniversary of the ‘Sick Man’s Friend and Lying in Charity’ was held
this evening in the school room of Swan Hill meeting house.

The report for the past year ending Michaelmas states that ‘the advantages of the
institution have been extended in the past year to 301 cases, 228 of them connected with
the former part of it and the other 73 with the latter.

Relief in money to the amount of £119 8s. 6d. was afforded to the sick, and £29 16s.
8d. to the poor women recommended, to whom not less than 1449 visits were made
accompanied as usual with Christian council and prayer.’

The disbursements appear this year to have exceeded the receipts and have left a
balance of £27 19s. 5d. due to the treasurer. The former amounting to £177 13s. 11d. and
the latter to £149 14s. 6d. a resolution was consequently passed at this meeting expressive
of the intention of the individuals present, as they may have opportunity to render their
prompt assistance in replenishing its funds.

[fo. 48r] [IMG_7904]

Sailors. Sunday October 21

A Mr. Smith, late of Penzance, preached at the Wesleyan and Baptist Meeting Houses
and in the open air in aid of the ‘Bethel Union Society.” He drew from the liberality of
Salopians upwards of £22.

Roman Catholics

A new organ by Parsons of London was opened this day in the Catholic Chapel when
High Mass was celebrated and two sermons preached on the occasion by the Rev. J.
Abbott of Oscott College. A selection of sacred music from masses was performed with
great taste, whilst the vocallists [sic] sustained their part much to the satisfaction of the
numerous auditory. The collection amounted to upwards of £23 which will be
appropriated towards defraying the expense of the instrument which is very fine toned.
Wednesday Oct 24th

Admiral Owen

A full length portrait of our Townsman, Admiral Owen, has been placed in the large room
of our Town Hall; it was purchased by a subscription commenced at the public dinner
given to the Admiral in 1825 and finely executed by Mr. Richard Evans of London, a
native of this town.

Colonel Dallas
At a recent Court of Directors of the Hon. East India Company, Commandant of the
Shrewsbury Cavalry, was appointed Governor of St. Helena.

Accidental Drowning

A Corporal of the 3rd Foot Guards was drowned in the Severn whilst angling near the
House Boat.
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November 8th 1827

[fo. 49r] IMG 7905

Shrewsbury Hunt. Bazaar for the Infirmary

My general record relative to our long established Hunt having been confined to three or
four lines; | have the gratification this year of extending them by the notice of a
circumstance of such a pleasing, though novel nature, that will not only be memorable in
the minds of many of the multitude of spectators in years to come, but form a subject
worthy of record and notice in the annals of our town and county.

The foregoing has reference to the Bazaar for the sale of ladies fancy work under the
patronage of the Countess of Powis and the direction of a committee of ladies in aid of
the funds for rebuilding the Salop Infirmary.

Our good old town, distinguished as it is for its display of youth and beauty, did
indeed this week exhibit in rich variety - more Grace and Beauty - Love and
Benevolence, Wit and Fashion - than was perhaps ever displayed within its ancient
boundaries. The sight was most inspiring, originating as it did from the best motives of
heartfelt charity - a virtue which renders the female character at all times interesting,
doubly attractive,

Nor vain their praise, Religion’s worth they show
Who find their pleasure in relieving woe.

But as my purpose in this book is to record historical facts, | proceed to observe that the
Bazaar, or scene of business, opened on Wednesday November 14th in the large room at
the Town Hall, which was most tastefully fitted up for the occasion, the walls being
decorated with elegant festoons of coloured drapery. To enumerate the perfection or
variety of the articles which formed part of the [fo. 50r] [IMG_7907] “stock in trade’
would be an almost endless task when I mention that they were furnished by upwards of
three hundred fair contributors, it may suffice therefore by stating that the whole business
was most admirably conducted and reflects the greatest credit on the assiduity of the
undersigned distinguished ladies who formed the committee [blank] as well as to those
who acted in the capacity of Assistants in the disposal of the produce and to whose united
exertions may be attributed the large sum which has been realized for the purpose
aforestated.

The Bazaar was open on Wednesday and Thursday from half past eleven until four
o’clock and on Friday evening, on the latter evening no ladies were admitted except in an
Evening Dress without bonnetts [sic].

The Band of the Shrewsbury Yeomanry was stationed in the Grand Jury Room and
continued playing beautiful airs throughout the sale.

The receipts on the occasion were as follows:

Produce £349 15s. 9d

Wednesday 1st day Admittance £37 19s. 0d.
Produce £468 6s 6d.

Thursday 2nd day Admittance £59 10s. 0d.
Friday 3rd [day] Produce etc £190 10s. 9d.
. £967 15s. 0d.

Total produce of sales and admission £138 75 0d.
[Total] £1106 2s. 0d.
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The expenses attending the Bazaar amounted to £52 8s. 10%d leaving the magnificent
sum of £1053 12s. 1%2d to be applied for re-building the Infirmary.

As a matter of record and showing the crowded state of our town there were no less
than two hundred armed carriages enumerated, a most astonishing number, since our
lynx-eyed herald, Mr. Bowen, [fo. 51r] [IMG_7908] says he never before recollected
more than eighty being in Shrewsbury at one time.

The gentlemen of the Hunt it is said enjoyed excellent sport and, although the
weather throughout the week was unfavourable, the number in the field was great.

The assemblage in the Ball Room on Thursday evening was unusually numerous - in
fact the whole week was one of endless variety - there are times for all things, and verily
all things were with us and what stoic is there who spent this week in Shrewsbury and
cannot say relative to it,

Oh, the day when Beauty bright,
My hearts chain wove!

for it never before presented such a scene of attraction, nor was the Shrewsbury Hunt ever
so well attended.
Saturday 17th November

[fo. 49v] [IMG_7906]

Bazaar

The accounts of the Ladies Bazaar are now closed in consequence of the few articles left
unsold having been disposed of for the sum of £24. 9s. 10%2d, leaving a total balance of
£1078 6s 0d. The Calico used for decorations has been appropriated to the use of the
Infirmary.

£1078 6s. 0d.
£52 8s. 10 Y2 d. Expenses
£1130 14s. 10 %2 d. Total produce

December 31 1827 H.P.

[fo. 51r continued]

Wesleyan Schools. Sunday November 18th

Two sermons were preached in the Wesleyan Meeting House, St. John’s Hill, in aid of the
Sunday School connected with that place by the Rev. George Highfield of Liverpool. The
collections amounted to £21. 3s. 7d. from which about £2 must be deducted for travelling
expenses.

The report of the school shows a balance of £13. 6s. 8d. as being due to the
Treasurer, ‘notwithstanding scrupulous economy’. The receipts amount to £54. 11s. 2d.
and the disbursements £67. 17s. 10d. There is no mention of the number of scholars in
this report, which from some cause or other | fear are getting less.

Chemistry. Friday November 23rd

Mr. J. Murray, F.S.A., F.L.S. has commenced a course of twelve lectures to the members
of the Shropshire Mechanic’s Institution [fo. 52r] [IMG_7908] on Chemistry to be
continued on three evenings in each week at the large room, Fox Inn, the public are
admitted for 10s 6d the course.
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Missionary Society. Sunday November 25

Two sermons were preached at Swan Hill Meeting House by the Rev. Thomas Weaver,
Minister, in aid of the funds of the London Missionary Society. The collections amounted
to £ [blank].

Juvenile Missionary Society Tuesday November 27th
The quarterly meeting of the Juvenile Missionary Association was held in the Vestry of
the above Meeting House when it was proposed that a separate fund be formed for the
support of the schools connected with the Missions, it being considered that many persons
would contribute towards education who would not vouchsafe a farthing to preaching.
The proposition was duly carried and £1. 4s. 6d. instantly collected.
This association was formed in August 1816 and has from that period continued
steady, the average amount received being £50 per annum.

Thomas Butler Esg. November 28
Thomas Butler Esq., son of the Rev. Archdeacon Butler, having attained his 21st year this
day, a party of gentlemen dined at the Raven Inn to celebrate the event.

Salop Association

The number of horses which have been lately stolen from the vicinity of our town has
induced several gentlemen to form a Society to recover horses stolen within five miles of
our town, by an advance of £5 from each member. The following are its particular
objects:

1st To form a large fund to be invested [fo. 53r] [IMG_7910] in government
securities to meet the necessary expenses.

2nd To register the marks etc of every horse belonging to the members.

3rd To form such communications with the Police and all similar associations in
other towns, as in case of depredation notice will be given to them by expresses, by
coaches or by posts.

4th To afford a large reward to the detector of the felon,

A meeting of the subscribers to the above was held in the Town Hall on 10th
December when a committee was formed, Joseph Sutton in the chair, John Eaton junior
Esq., was appointed Treasurer and Mr. S. T. Harding, secretary; the meeting was
adjourned to 17th December and the society to be named ‘The Salop Association for the
Detection of Horse Stealers.’

Frankwell Church. Friday November 30th
A respectable meeting of the subscribers to the erection of a Chapel of Ease in the suburb
of Frankwell was held in the Vestry of St. Chad’s Church, the Vicar in the chair.

The report of the committee appointed to solicit subscriptions was read by the Rev.
Edward Bather and ‘received’ (as | am informed by the Rev. W. G. Rowland) “without
[fo. 53r cont] [IMG_7911] a single word of disapprobation’.

The report in substance states that it being the unanimous opinion of the Parish
Meeting held on the 16th July, that an additional Chapel of Ease for our Parish was
wanting; it was resolved that means should be taken for effecting the same and of
appointing a committee to solicit subscriptions; the result of which has been 210
subscribers whose donations amount to £1965.

It then proceeds to notice Mr. Drinkwater’s offer of a scite [sic] for the church with a
footway around the same and an approach 24 feet in width [fo. 54r] [IMG_7912] from the
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street of Frankwell, which offer has been accepted by the Committee. Mr. D. has also
proposed to sell the Parish as much of the adjoining land as may be necessary for an
additional place of sepulture.

Also that the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Tankerville has presented an old house which now
stands in the way of the present intended approach and the land on which the same is
built, provided that the next houses shall be properly bricked up.

The report further states that the committee have made application to His Majesty’s
Commissioners under the Act for building additional churches to enquire whether any aid
might be looked for from them; the reply, in short, states that upon having all the sums
collected, or hereafter to be collected paid to them, the Commissioners will themselves be
willing to erect a suitable church, and to be at all additional charge, except the scite [sic],
the enclosing of the same and what they term the fitting up of the building for divine
worship, as therefore the committee were only appointed to solicit contributions they
have not taken upon themselves to assent or dissent from this proposal. They would leave
it to the subscribers to adopt what means they might think proper.

It was then moved and seconded that the thanks of this meeting [fo. 54r cont.] [IMG
7913] be voted to the committee for soliciting subscriptions and to the Church Wardens
who lent their assistance and that they be re-appointed a committee for treating with the
Commissioners etc and for completing the undertaking, either in conjunction with them,
or in any other manner that shall appear to them most advisable or advantageous.

It was also resolved that it be an instruction to the committee not to sanction any
measure that may by possibility lead to a taxation of the Parish.

[fo. 58r] [IMG_7914]

St Mary’s. Sunday December 30th

The Rev. Charles Thomas Lutener B.A., Curate of St. Mary’s, preached an affecting
discourse illustrative of the death of the Ven. Archdeacon Owen, Minister of the Parish,
from 1 Thessalonians, 4 Chapter 14v. Few persons who had experienced the friendship
and kindness of the deceased had tearless eyes.

St. Alkmund’s. Sunday December 30

Two sermons were preached in St. Alkmund’s Church by the Rev. J.C. Williams, of High
Wycombe, in aid of the funds of the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society, when £25 0s.
6%d was collected.

Irish School Society. Monday December 31

The annual meeting of the Shropshire and Ladies Association in aid of the School Society
in Ireland was held as usual at the residence of Richard Phayre Esq.. The sum of £42 12s.
0d. was handed to the secretaries by the ladies then present.

Salopian Annals 1828. by Henry Pidgeon

[fo. 62r] [IMG_7915]
Frankwell Church. Much conversation has been excited in the parish of St Chad and in
our town generally during the last six months respecting the propriety of erecting an
additional Chapel of Ease in the populous suburb of Frankwell.

I have already noticed the various meetings which have taken place on this subject,
as well as other circumstances bearing more immediately on the point.

125



HENRY PIDGEON

The party however who now oppose the erection and only nine months ago
petitioned in its favour manifest no little inconsistency, their chief plea urged in
opposition, is that no additional church is required, whilst it must be evident to every
impartial observer, that there is a great necessity for another in a population of nearly
eight thousand inhabitants of which Frankwell contains little short of two thousand, and
which suburb was actually declared by these self same oppositionists in a resolution at the
first meeting, held on the subject in July 1825; ‘to be the most eligible situation for the
proposed new structure’, besides noticing the high price at which the pews in the church,
were let in the same year.

[fo. 63r] [IMG_7916]

Thursday, January 3rd. A meeting was this day held in the Vestry Room of St Chad’s
church pursuant to a requisition addressed to the Church Wardens by the opposers of the
measure for erecting a new church. The requisition was in substance this, To take into
consideration the expediency of erecting a new church in Frankwell, and of confirming
altering or rescinding the Vestry resolutions of July 16th; also to afford an opportunity to
those proprietors who think proper to dissent from the erecting such chapel.

The vicar having taken the chair, and after much desultory conversation, five
resolutions were proposed expressive that as the debt of the present parish church is
£12,300, its charges for repairs, interest &c, some incidental expenses of old St Chad’s
church (rather cemetry [sic]) and Bicton Chapel with a present church rate of one shilling
in the pound, the proposed erection appears to this meeting not only premature but
improvident.

That the Church Room in the parish is more than adequate to the congregation which
another erection would thin and diminish the revenues from the pews.

That the resolutions entered in the Vestry Book of July 16th 1827 should be
rescinded.

That any mode proposed by the subscribers for guaranteeing the parish from the
repairs &c of the intended chapel unless by act of Parliament, or a security on real
property appears to this meeting inadequate in law — and lastly in thanking the
subscribers, urges their bounty to the rebuilding of Bicton chapel in some convenient site,
and proposing an additional sermon in Saint Chad’s church on Sundays.

On the first resolution being announced a show of hands was demanded on which the
chair declined deciding; a poll was consequently desired: Col. Leighton observing that he
considered the present proceedings as a scheme to stop [fo. 64r] [IMG_7917] the design
of erecting the chapel — he should therefore move as an amendment, ‘That the further
consideration of the points before us be adjourned until the Committee shall have made
their promised communication from the Commissioners’, this was seconded by John
Eaton Junr Esqr.

Polling immediately commenced, - further particulars I shall postpone until the final
close of the contest, which has commenced very warm.

Colonel Dallas Tuesday January 8th, | have already noticed the appointment of Col.
Dallas to the Governorship of Saint Helena, a deputation of the officers &c of the corps
assembled at their orderly room, to present him with a handsome candelabra, the produce
of a subscription of “the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the regiment
as a memento of sincere gratitude for his services during twenty four years, and of
unaffected regret for his resignation. January 1828’.

The candelabra cost about £180, weighing 292 ounces, and is 2% feet in height. It has
four branches, the base is formed of dolphins and shells alternately & is divided into three
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compartments on one of which is the armorial bearings of the Colonel, and on the others,
a Latin and English inscription.

Frankwell Church. The poll for the intended new church | am sorry to record, has been
conducted with the greatest rancour and party spirit, - certainly not creditable to the cause,
| forbear entering into particulars, it is sufficient to know the evil.

On the next page is a statement of the poll [fo. 65r] [IMG_7918] each day up January
10th when it closed.

Col Leighton’s Mr Clement’s
Amendment Resolution
1st day Thursday 3rd 25 First day 24
2nd day Friday 4th 43 Second day 20
3rd day Saturday 5th 37 Third day 32
4th day Monday 6th [sic] 68 Fourth day 19
5th day Tuesday 8th 47 Fifth day 7
6th day Wednesday 9th 27 Sixth day 2
7th day Thursday 10th 9 Seventh day none
256 105

St Mary’s election of minister Friday January 25th. The Reverend William Gorsuch
Rowland, M.A was this day presented by the Corporation to the officialty & perpetual
curacy of the Kings Free Royal Chapel of Saint Mary vacant by the demise of our
lamented historian the VVenerable Archdeacon Owen.

There were three candidates the Reverends Rowland, Wilding & Vaughan. The
ceremony took place in the Crown Court County Hall; Lord Clive proposed Mr Wilding
& John Bather Esqr spoke on his behalf; Alderman Kinnersley proposed Mr Vaughan.
The Revd W. G. Rowland’s claim was quite unsolicited on his part, there was at first a
proposition which was negatived by a show of hands that Mr Rowland should have the
peculiar rights only.

The Reverend T. B. Lutener the present officiating minister of Saint Mary was also
put in nomination but his claim was ineligible. The following is a statement of the
numbers voted Revd W. G. Rowland 17, Revd James Wilding 14, Mr Vaughan 16, T B
Lutener 1.

Revd W. G. Rowland. Mr Rowland’s appointment was announced by a peal on Saint
Mary’s & the Abbey bells. And it is singular that this antiquarian trio [fo. 66r]
[IMG_7919] of firm friends when living, should thus succeed each other in the
occupation of the venerable structure of Saint Mary.

Sessions. Our town and county Sessions occupied attention this week — the prisoners
were so numerous on Friday, and the petty business of the town so great, that the court
was obliged to adjourn until Monday next — Saturday 26th.

The weather. It has rained every day more or less since the first of last November.
January 26.
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Archdeacon of Salop Reverend Edward Bather. The Reverend Edward Bather M.A.
vicar of Meole Brace has been appointed to succeed the late Venerable Hugh Owen in the
Archdeaconry of Salop, Diocese of Lichfield.

Mr Bather is undoubtedly one of the first preachers in our county. He published in
the early part of last year a volume of sermons chiefly practical, which are justly admired.
He has also printed several occasional discourses.

Parliament. January 29th. Parliament opened by Commission.

Inquests. Coroners inquests have been held this month on the following accidents, 12th
inst. on view of the body of George Harris, found drowned in the Severne [sic] below the
New Factory, having it is supposed accidentally fallen in. 20th. On view of the body of
John Hughes, found in the river, near Coleham bridge the same morning. He had been
missing since Xmas last.

[fo. 68r] [IMG_7921]

St Mary’s. Rev. W.G. Rowland. Sunday February 10 1828. The Reverend W G
Rowland M.A. preached his introductory sermon at St Mary’s this morning from 2 Peter
1 ch 12 verse. In the afternoon he read the Articles instead of a sermon.

Lord Hill. Our gallant countryman Lord Hill appointed Commander in Chief of the
British Army.

High Sheriff. William Lacon Childe Esqr of Kinlet Hall is appointed High Sheriff of our
county for the ensuing year.

St Chad’s Archdeacon Bather. Sunday February 17th. The newly elected Archdeacon
of Salop, Revd Edward Bather performed the whole of the duty this day at Saint Chad’s
church. He preached in the morning a most powerful sermon from the 18 19 & 20th
verses of the 33 chap of Exodus. In the course of which he remarked that the ministers of
the Gospel have a great work to perform, in subduing the evil passions of men; Christ
being our great captain and leader our duty is not to stand still but to fight manfully the
good fight of faith, and not to tread under foot the Son of God, lest we become like the
Jews, a monument to this day of the Almighty’s hatred of sin. In the afternoon, after he
had gone through the prayers, he read his declaration to the Articles of the Church of
England, made before the Revd Dr Butler, after which he delivered another excellent
sermon from [fo. 69r] [IMG_7922] the 6 & 7 verses of the 4 chap of Phillipians, which
was chiefly occupied in setting forth the precept contained in the text, and in illustrating
by quotations from the Prophets & the Apostles the plan or groundwork relative to it. He
summed up his discourse by a solemn declaration & prayer ‘that if by God’s blessing any
were brought to acknowledge of the truth, and thereby led to forsake sin, my work is
done; for I preach not myself but Christ Jesus, whose servant | am and yours for his sake’.

Samaritan Society. Two sermons were preached on the same day at the Wesleyan
meeting house, by Mr Edward Loxdale, in aid of the funds of the Good Samaritan
Society. The sum of £21.0.0. was collected.

St Giles’s church. The Reverend W G Rowland has caused the windows in the north aile
[sic] of Saint Giles’s church to be filled with fragments of the ancient Winchester glass;
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the various pieces are ingeniously disposed so as to represent the outline of figures, and
has a pleasing effect.

Salop Directory. A book entitled the Salop Directory has just been published by Mr
William Alsop a printer of this town, he has described himself in his advertisement as
‘author of Bangor and its neighbourhood’ — this has excited some amusement, since it is
a fact that he never was at Bangor!

The Salop Directory however is a compilation and contains several blunders which
an actual survey might have prevented. It is embellished with views of Lord Hill’s
Column & the intended new Infirmary — contains [blank] pages price 3/-

This book has completely failed in the sale Aug 1829 H.P.

[fo.70r] [IMG_7923]
Lent Assizes. Thursday March 14th 1828. The Commission of Assize for this county was
opened in our town, after which the judges Parke and Vaughan accompanied by William
Lacon Childe Esqgr the High Sheriff proceeded to Saint Chad’s church where the
Reverend Spencer Wilde delivered a sermon from 13 Romans 5 ver.

The calendar contains the names of about 28 prisoners.

Archdeacon Bather March 27 Married at Saint Mary’s by the Reverend William
Hopkins the Reverend Archdeacon Bather to Mary eldest daughter of Archdeacon Butler.
This event was the cause of some rejoicing in our town — more benevolence — and most
incessant ringing of the church bells.

The pupils of Dr Butler presented Miss Butler the day previous to her marriage with
a splendid silver epergne of seventy five guineas value, weighing 105 ounces.

Lancasterian School. Sunday March 30. A sermon was preached in the High Street
meeting house, by the Reverend Brook Aspland, in aid of the funds of the Lancasterian
School in this town; the sum of £25.0.0. was collected.

[fo. 71r] [IMG_7924]

Fairs in the streets. April 7th 1828. A requisition having been sent to the Mayor
complaining of the inconvenience arising from the obstructions of cattle, standings, &c in
the principal streets on market and fair days, whereby the thoroughfare is impeded. He
appointed a meeting, held this day in the Town Hall to take the same into consideration; it
was very thinly attended & the matter was transferred to the Common Council of the
town.

Justice Smith. April 11th William Smith Esqr senior member of our body corporate, has
at last loosed the grasp of his gold and yielded his tough sinews to the bandage of the
grave, in his 92nd year. He served the office of mayor for our borough in the year 1770,
and has left property behind him estimated at £150,000 which is chiefly divided among
his grandchildren,

His remains were interred in Saint Chad’s cemetry [sic].

St Julian’s. Sunday April 20th. An evening service at 6 o’clock was commenced at St

Julians church for the ‘free accommodation of the town at large’, the parishioners having
given up their pews for the purpose.
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The service was read by the Reverend George Moultrie, after which the Reverend
Archdeacon Bather preached a sermon highly appropriate to the occasion from the latter
part of the 33rd verse 10 ch of Acts.

The reverend preacher in alluding in the course of his sermon to the anxiety generally
manifested to hear different preachers remarked that although some might be more
learned, or better informed than others, all aimed to do good, it became therefore a duty
to pray for a right judgement in hearing, whilst we set before you ‘life and death’, the
Lord being one judge, so that whether ‘Paul Plants’, or ‘Apollos Waters’, [fo. 72r]
[IMG_7925] it matters but little since it is God that giveth the increase, and truly he has
said ‘Lo I am with you always’ come then and hear with simplicity.

The church was crowded to excess.

The following clergymen have undertaken to preach alternately, the one reading the
prayers on the previous Sunday to which he preaches.

Reverend Archdeacon Bather Reverends Charles Bury
Reverend George Moultrie Reverend J. E. Compson
Reverend T. B. Lutener Reverend Francis Thompson & Fred Iliff

St Chad’s Schools Sunday April 27th, Two sermons were preached in Saint Chad’s
church by the Reverend Daniel Nihill minister of Clunbury, in aid of the funds of Saint
Chad’s Girls School of Industry & Boys Sunday School.

The preacher discoursed in the morning from the 4.5.6 &7 verses of the 78 Psalm,
and in setting forth the benefits resulting from education said, he did not mean to deny
that crime had in some instances proceeded from education, yet, by no means was it the
sole cause, for it was scarcely credible that religious education could qualify for crime, he
appealed to the most scrupulous to observe and prove, whether the increase was amongst
the educated, or uneducated, let the higher classes in life who believe the former doctrine
prove their belief, of the blessings of ignorance, by refusing all education to their own
children, and since the practability [sic] of this has never been decided by any of the
cavillers, and whilst we admit abuses on the one side, it is but fair that we should take
credit on the other.

In the afternoon he discoursed from the 3rd verse of the 4 chap of St Mark shewing
how the beauty of the World was ‘marr’d’ the ground cursed [fo. 73r] [IMG_7927] and
our first parents driven from Paradise, and doomed to toil, and to eat by the sweat of the
brow, which was certainly a sad and striking instance of God’s displeasure at sin and
disobedience but a way of escape has been opened to transgressors — mercy interceded for
us, and the Sabbath has been given as a day of rest from labour, and if I may be allowed
the expression, ‘this day still remains uncursed, thus preserving a link between Heaven &
Earth; “The Sabbath was made for Man’ truly exhibiting amidst the wreck of mankind the
hallowed lustre which was set forth on this day by the Saviour of the World proclaiming
himself Lord of the Sabbath — and dispersing some of the ancient prejudices by doing
good on this day himself — from which we may indeed learn our duty, whilst we consider
that the chief object of the Sabbath is the Glory of God.

In noticing the institution for which he was pleading, he remarked that he knew what
would be the efforts of his hearers, if an enemy were about to invade any of their rights &
liberties; how much then is required when a most powerful one is going about as ‘a
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour’; strive then to keep a strong defence against
him and this defence is the means of instruction on the Sabbath day to four hundred
children now before you and claiming your bounty for that purpose.

Though the congregations were but small, the collections amounted to the sum of
£52.16.0 — see note.
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[fo. 72v] [IMG_7926]

Mr Nihill was solicited to publish these sermons but he very modestly declined,
stating as a reason ‘that having already published two sermons for a similar charity, were
he to follow them up by the sermons in question, it would look as if | were making a
practice, of pushing my occasional discourses into public notice’. June 1829

[fo. 74r] [IMG_7928]

Mrs. Compson. May 9th 1828

Died in her 34th year, Elizabeth, wife of the Rev. James Edward Compson, Vicar of Saint
Chad’s, and daughter of Richard Baxter Esg., Town Clerk of Ludlow. Her remains were
interred in a vault in Bicton Chapel.

Salop Association

I have hitherto refrained from noticing a Society established in the year 1796 in
connection with the Independent denomination of Dissenters and entitled the ‘Salop
Association for Promoting Itinerant Preaching’ throughout the County; my reason for so
doing was because | could never obtain a satisfactory statement of its funds although the
Anniversary is held in the month of January at Swan Hill Meeting House. At this
Anniversary the various Ministers of the denomination within the County assemble.
Three sermons are preached and a collection made for promoting the design of the
Society.

Within the last few days a circular letter from the Ministers of this Association with a
statement of finances has been printed and distributed among the members and friends of
the several churches they represent.

It commences by stating that five years had elapsed since one had been issued — a
delay which has been induced by a regard to economy and congratulates the ‘Christian
Bretheren [sic] of the Society on the continued enjoyment of their evangelical privileges!’
[fo. 74r cont.] [IMG_7929] and touches upon the death of the Rev. John Whitridge of
Oswestry, the Secretary of the Society from its commencement until the time of his
decease October 1826 — see Annals Vol IV.

In reference to the finances of the Association the Report says that the Trustees
appointed by the Will of the late Mr. James Parry to obviate all difficulties as to
survivorship have transferred to the Association [fo. 75r] [IMG_7931] the amount of the
legacy which he bequeathed to them for promoting itinerant preaching in this County —
the amount so transferred is £1800.

The Report further notices a reduction of late in the contributions, a Statement of
Accounts (which | shall annexe) a progress of the Society’s operations which appear to
have been extended to between forty and fifty places, most of which it asserts ‘would be
in a state of entire destitution without the aid thus afforded.’

[fo. 74v]

The following is a Statement of the Accounts of the ‘Salop Association’ from January 1
1823 to January 1 1828.

Receipts Payments

Subscriptions, donations and £296 16s. 3%2d. | Balance due to the Treasurer £82 3s. 9d.
collections

Grants from the fund of Mr £52 0s. 0d. | Stipends to sundry ministers £489 4s. 0d.
Parry
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Interest from the same fund £215 0s. 0d. | Travelling expenses of several £11017s. 9d.

since its transfer to the ministers of the Association

Association.

Legacy of the late James Craig £180 0s. 0d. | Rent and charges at several £14 10s. 7d.

Esq. less by Legacy Duty village stations

Interest upon ditto £32 9s. 10d. | Ditto at Prees Lower Heath £14 7s. 3d.

Principal money secured by note £100 0s. 0d. | Law Expenses £5 11s. 2d.

Interest upon ditto £4 19s. 0d. | Postage, parcels and printing £7 19s. 8d.

Balance due to Treasurer £6 4s. 3'%d. £887 10s. 2d
887102

Audited Apr 29 1828 Balance due to the Treasurer 6 4 3%

[fo. 75r cont]

Wesleyan Missions. Sunday May 11th

The annual sermons in aid of the Wesleyan Missions were preached in Saint John’s
Meeting House by the Rev. Manoah Kent and Mr. Edward Loxdale.

Friday 16 May
The Annual Meeting connected with the above was held as aforesaid. The sum of £45
was received after the several collections.

Lord Forester. May 22nd
Died, Lord Forester. For a memoir of this nobleman see Gent[leman’s] Mag[azine] Vol.
[blank] p. 1. page for July by H. Pidgeon.

St. Chad’s
The annual sermon on Whitsunday at St. Chad’s was preached by the Rev. C. Bury,
Curate.

Royal Academy
Our native artist, Mr. Philip Browne has in the [fo. 75r cont] [IMG_7932] exhibition this
year “Views of Shrewsbury from the bed of the river at Coton Hill’, ‘Shrewsbury from the
banks of the Severn opposite Underdale’, ‘Scene at Llanberis, N. Wales, Dolbadarn
Castle in the distance’.

These are highly creditable to the abilities of our townsman and indicate much future
excellence in his profession.

[fo. 76r] [IMG_7933]

Shrewsbury Show  Monday June 9th

Our ancient festival of the “Show” was this year celebrated with increased splendour and
pageantry. The different incorporated companies assembled as usual and proceeded in the
following order to Kingsland:

Shoemakers (Masters) preceded by Crispin in his scarlet coat and wig, and Crispianus
clad in a leathern surtout bearing a gilded mace. The Apprentices were preceded by a
‘King,” highly decorated with paste jewelry and other loose gaudy trappings with a
headdress of feathers of some feet in altitude. These were followed by the Master Tailors
preceded by two Knights bearing swords and shields. The Apprentices were headed by a
‘Cupid’ and bore favours on their breasts.
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The Butchers, Masters and Apprentices had their ‘“Monarch,” the clean appearance and
florid countenances of the latter being wholly clad in white frocks, was highly attractive.

The Master and Apprentice Smiths, preceded by a man on horseback in a complete suit of
black armour, with his attendants who occasionally fired blunderbusses.

Master Builders were headed by their ‘King’, who being puffed, raddled and whiskered to
the eyes, personated with tolerable effect that most potent Monarch Henry VIII, exciting
much merriment amongst the spectators. The Apprentices had their ‘King’ too.

The Apprentice Hatters had for their leader an Indian Chief or Black Prince drest [sic] in
the correct Eastern costume and mounted on horseback, personating the character to great
advantage.

The Apprentice Flaxdressers were preceded by a Venus, certainly not the fairest of the
fair, though she was dressed in finery not easily to be described.

The Master and Apprentice Sadlers brought up the rear with their caparisoned horse and
trumpeter, sounding his ‘bugle horn.’

In this order accompanied by music of all sorts [fo. 77r] [IMG 7935] flags and streamers
of all sizes, banners and mottos of appropriate import did the “Trades move towards
Kingsland, accompanied by a goodly number of the different tradesmen.

The Mayor and a respectable attendance of the Body Corporate with their friends soon
followed and in the course of the evening visited the respective ‘arbours’ where they were
hospitably entertained and the day throughout was spent by all classes of whom there
were a great number on the ground with the greatest harmony and enjoyment.

Poetical Recreations
In a previous volume | had the pleasure to notice the publication of a little book entitled,
the “Wreath of lvy’, a Xmas present by Mr. C.A. Hulbert to his friends.

In 1826 he published a poem entitled ‘Celestial Musings, A Poetical Sketch of the
Heavens’, with notes, as a conclusion to the “Museum of the World’, a work published by
his father. Consequently, the introductory stanzas hold a communication with the work in
question. However, about sixty copies were published separately with the addition of
seven stanzas and further illustrative notes. This poem consists of fifty two Spenserian
stanzas, many of which are forcible and eloguent, but too great a portion are weak and
obscure. [fo. 76v] [IMG 7934] See a private Review of ‘Celestrial Musings’. H. P.

[fo. 77r cont]

Theological discussions certainly suits ill with poetry, and the sentiments broached
by Mr. C. A. Hulbert in the seven concluding stanzas he has appended are so contrary to
generally received belief, viz the opinions of what are called the Universalists, as to the
Eternity of future punishment, that they have not failed to bring down a sweeping
sentence of condemnation on his whole book. pp. 28

On June 9th he published a neat volume entitled *Poetical Recreations and Thoughts
in Rhyme, on Sacred and [fo. 78r] [IMG_7937] Miscellaneous Subjects’ 12mo pp 140
price 5s. This book contains forty-nine pieces on Religious as well as fanciful subjects,
twelve of which have previously been printed through the medium of our weekly Press.
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The *Address to Lucifer’, one of our author’s latest productions, contains some good
poetry and is a bold attempt at the ‘Miltonic’ style. “The Tumulus’ is likewise recent and a
pretty piece but shows that our friend admired Ossian, he truly did to enthusiasm.

But it is not my intention to review the book, merely to notice its publication, the
contents of which are creditable to the head and the heart of the author, a native of our
town, and as the ‘Religious Pieces’ of the volume bear a greater proportion to the
‘Fanciful’; it may be proper to mention that Mr. C. Augustus Hulbert is a zealous
member of the Wesleyan Methodist Society and a regular attendant on the ministration of
the Word as dispensed in their Communion.

[fo. 77v] [IMG_7936]
“Poetical Recreations” was reviewed in Gent[leman’s] Magazine page 534, part 2, Vol
98. H.P.

[fo. 78r cont.]

St. Alkmund’s Sunday School. Sunday June 15th

Two sermons were preached at Saint Alkmund’s Church in aid of the Sunday Schools in
that parish. The collections amounted to £25. 0s. 5d.

Swan Hill Schools. Sunday June 22nd.

A sermon was preached in Swan Hill Meeting House by the Rev. Thomas Weaver,
Pastor, in aid of the Sunday Schools connected with that place. The sum collected was £
[blank].

St. Giles” Church. Sunday June 29th.

Divine Service was performed according to custom this evening in Saint Giles Church.
The Rev. W. G. Rowland M.A. preached. The church was filled to excess.

[fo. 77v] [IMG_7937] Sunday August 10 Service was performed in St. Giles’ Church; the
Rev. R.L. Burton, Vicar, preached.

[p. 79r] [IMG 7938]

Lancasterian Schools

The fifteenth Report of the Royal Lancasterian School in our town published; which
states, ‘That the annual subscriptions have fallen off considerably in the past year, not
being sufficient to pay the salaries of the teachers, while the expenditure has unavoidably
increased’.

In the school there are 220 boys and 146 girls who appear to be educated during the
past year at an expense of £220. 11s. 6d., the receipts amounting to £194. 1s. 3d., leaving
a balance of £41. 19s. 11 %d as due to the Treasurer - with £22 of unpaid annuities on
shares. June 1829

Provident Society

A meeting was called to be holden at the Guildhall on the 29th of last month, of such
persons as should be desirous of aiding the ““Shrewsbury General Provident Society,
established about 25 years ago. From the Statement of Accounts up to the 25th of March
last it appears that the present Capital is £900 in the 4 per cent stock is now worth £918.
0s. 0d

Annual contributions by Honorary Members £15 8s. 0d
Annual contributions by Receiving Members £25 2s. 8d
Annual dividends on the present Stock £36 0s. 0d
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£76 10s. 8d
Nine Annuitants above 63 years of age at £13 per year £117. 0s. 0d
Sick members last year £60 2s. 0d
Secretary’s salary £1.0s.0d
£188 2s. 0d

Of this Society | have heard but little account; its design however is, with the assistance
of annual subscribers or Honorary Members, to encourage persons in the humbler classes
of life to contribute a portion out of their weekly earnings towards a fund for their support
when age or infirmity may render them incapable of work.

The Society seems to have known better days, since it is to be regretted that the
Honorary Members of late years have decreased and that unless an increase takes place,
the Capital sum seems likely to be expended in the lifetime of the present annuitants.

June 30th 1829

[fo. 79v] [IMG_7939]

Accident June 5th

An Inquest was held on the body of William Thomas, which was found floating in the
Severne [sic]. The deceased had been missing for some days.

[fo. 80v] [IMG_7940]
Bible Society. Wednesday July 2nd
The seventeenth Anniversary of the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society was held in the
County Hall, The Venerable Archdeacon Corbett as usual presiding.

The Report was read by the Secretary, Rev. John Langley, which shewed that £500
had been received in the course of the year’s contribution. This meeting was not so
numerously attended as on former occasions and the dullest remembered here.

St. Mary’s Church

The venerable church of Saint Mary has been closed for Divine Service during the past
six weeks, having undergone a thorough and highly judicious cleansing by order of the
Minister, the Rev. W. G. Rowland.

The walls have been appropriately coloured and the foliage etc on the capitals of the
pillars where injured, restored; the circular arches which divide the side aisles from the
transepts, have been scraped and relieved from the mass of mortar which had for years
disfigured them; the other Norman marches in the transept have also been scraped and
repaired and their beautiful appearance increased. In the removal of the plaster etc from
the back of the arch in the east wall of the South transept two small round headed
windows have been made visible, which it is supposed served for the distribution of the
dole.

The lancet window in the north transept, which was opened some time ago under the
direction of the late Venerable Archdeacon Owen, has been filled with an ancient and fine
figure in stained glass of Saint John the Evangelist, which originally formed a portion of
the representation of the Crucifixion in the Conventual Church of Leige in Germany and
from whence it was brought by Sir Brooke Boothby for Lichfield Cathedral.

[fo. 81r] [IMG_7941]

The altar tomb of the Leybournes, which was repaired and placed in a more
conspicuous place in the Chancel has been removed to its original situation in the Trinity
chapel.
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In removing of the plaster from the arches of the transepts, the distinguishing marks
of several of the operative masons who were employed in working the stones of which
the arches are composed were discovered, it probably need scarce be said that these
marks are similar to those employed by the masons of the present day.

July 16 1828

Seceding Baptists. Sunday July 20th

There was a great ‘Baptism’ at Enon Cottage on the part of the ‘Second Baptist Church’
recently formed. Seven persons were immersed in the “Sabrine Stream” near that place,
previous to which a sermon was delivered accompanied by singing and prayer and a great
crowd of persons assembled to witness the novel ceremony. The preacher and singers
with a large body of the more devout part of the company, whether Baptists, Methodists
or other denominations were in a barge.

House of Industry. Monday July 21
The Annual Meeting of the Guardians of the Poor was held at the House of Industry, Col.
Leighton in the chair. Nothing worthy of record or interest was determined on.

National School. Sunday July 27th

Two sermons were preached in aid of the funds for the support of the National School by
the Rev. Waites Corbett, Rector of Corley, in the morning at St. Chad’s and in the
evening (6 o’clock) at St. Julian’s. The collection amounted to £53 16s. 2d.

The Report states that the receipts amount to £364 18s. 1d. and the disbursements to £290
7s. 0d., leaving a balance of £74 11s. 1d in the Treasurer’s hands. Number of scholars
231.

[fo. 82r] [IMG_7943]

Summer Assize. Wednesday July 30th

The Commission of Assize was opened this evening before Mr. Justice Gaslee and Mr.
Baron Vaughan. On Thursday their Lordships attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s
where the Rev. Spencer Wilde delivered a sermon from 20 ch Exodus pt 17v:  “Thou
shalt not covet.’

The Calendar happily contains but few prisoners but the offences charged are of
greater enormity. Six prisoners for murder, one for manslaughter, one for horse stealing,
one for rape and 11 others for different offences.

The law business is heavy, 34 cases are entered.

Battlefield Fair. Saturday August 2nd
A small annual fair for sheep continues to be held at Battlefield, being the anniversary,
according to the new style, of the celebrated battle fought on the spot in 1403.

Executions. Monday August 4th
At twelve o’clock this morning William Steventon, aged 31 years, convicted at our
Assizes of the wilful murder of John Horton in March last at Hales Owen, Joseph Pugh,
aged 19, John Cox junior, aged 26, likewise convicted of the murder of James Harrison at
Market Drayton, underwent the awful sentence of the Law in front of the County Gaol.
After hanging the usual time the bodies of Pugh and Steventon were conveyed to the
temporary infirmary and that of Cox to Drayton for the purpose of dissection.

Steventon was very penitent and the other culprits confessed their crimes, detailing
the part each took in the murder.
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John Cox senior, aged 60, Robert [fo. 83r] [IMG_7945] Cox, aged 19 and Anne
Harris, aged 50, were also convicted of being accessories to the murder, A reprieve
arrived for Robert Cox about 9 0’clock on the morning of execution, the latter are not to
suffer until the 16th.

[fo. 82v] [IMG_7944]

Old Cox and his son had a reprieve and are to be transported for life.
[fo. 83r cont.]

The trials of these prisoners excited intense interest from the circumstances of all of
them being connected by relationship. The principal witness was a man named Ellson. He
was the son of Anne Harris and step-son of old Cox and the brother-in-law of the two
young Cox’s; and a brother of Joseph Pugh had married a sister of Ellson’s wife!l!! A
daughter of old Cox, and a sister and daughter of Harris; the father, brother and step-
mother of Pugh, also gave evidence in this horrid affair!

Saturday August 16th. It was with an interest of dismal feeling that | contemplated the
necessary preliminaries inside the prison for the execution of Anne Harris, one of the
accessories to the atrocious murder | have already noticed. The execution took place at
the usual time and place in sight of at least 5000 spectators. Truly to see a human being
on the verge of quitting this world for an unknown and untried state is at any time most
appalling, but under circumstances such as the present in the very ‘midst of life’ the
inward feeling on the more immediate spectators of the scene is easier to be imagined
than described.

It is somewhat satisfactory to know that she confessed her guilt as inciting to the crime
for which she suffered.

No female had been executed in our county for twenty five years previous to the present
one.

[fo. 81v]
The plan adopted at the Old Bailey on the recommendation of Sir Peter Laurie was used
in Salop at the execution detailed on next page for the first time.

The organ of destruction was according to the rule of Spurzheim protuberant in
Steventon.

[fo. 83r cont.] [IMG_7945]

Visitation. Wednesday August 13th

The Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry held his Visitation in Saint Chad’s Church
this morning. The Rev. Archdeacon Bather preached from [blank].

[fo. 82v] [IMG_7944]
The Bishop’s Charge to his clergy has been published.

[fo. 84r] [IMG_7946]

New Church, Castle Foregate. Tuesday August 26.

At a meeting of several gentlemen parishioners of Saint Mary’s held in the vestry of that
church, it was resolved unanimously [1] ‘that it appears to this meeting that there is in the
district of Castle Foregate and its vicinity the Old Heath and Coton Hill a population of at
least 3,500 souls who have no accomodation [sic] in their parish churches’. 2 “That it is
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highly desirable to build a church on a site to be procured in the neighbourhood of Castle
Foregate, with free sittings for at least two thirds of the numbers if may contain and that a
subscription be entered into for that purpose.’

A committee of twelve gentlemen with the church wardens for the time being was
appointed and nearly six hundred pounds immediately subscribed by the gentlemen
present.

Thanks were given to John Arthur Lloyd, Esquire, and the Revs. Archdeacon Butler
and W. G. Rowland, for promoting the object of the meeting, which on seperation [sic]
was greeted by a peal from their beautiful bells.

Royal Visit, Duke of Sussex. August 26.

His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex visited Archdeacon Butler in the course of his
passage through this town to Kinmel Park, (Co. Denbigh) the seat of Colonel Hughes.
The Duke’s stay at Dr Butler’s was nearly two hours. He slept at Ellesmere.

Admiral Benbow.

It having been a matter of surprise to many that no memorial should have been erected in
this town to transmit to posterity the bravery of our townsman Admiral Benbow, several
gentlemen parishioners of St. Mary in which parish [fo. 85r] [IMG_7948] he was born,
have come forward with their contributions to further the erection of a monument that
shall exemplify his courage and bravery to subsequent generations. The writer of these
remarks appealed to his fellow townsmen through the medium of the Salopian Journal of
the 27 instant to come forward generally in aid of this patriotic undertaking.

[fo. 84v] [IMG_7947]

See also Journal of June 1828 and a letter page 592, part 2, vol. 98 of Gentleman’s
Magazine. For a memoir of Admiral Benbow vide page [blank] vol. 2 of History of
Shrewsbury.

[fo. 85r cont] [IMG_7948]

Mayor William Cooper. Friday August 29th.

William Cooper, gent., attorney, was elected Mayor of our town and liberties for the
ensuing year. Mr Richard Lloyd, ironmonger, would have taken precedence of Mr Cooper
but he withdrew himself from the Corporation.

Accident.
On the 7th of this month Richard Williams aged 7 years whilst playing near the Welsh
Bridge fell into the Severne [sic] and was drowned. The body was found one hour after.

Samaritan Society.

The committee of the Good Samaritan Society have published their report for the year
ending Lady Day 1828 from which it appears that 157 poor sick objects have been
relieved with the sum of £57 2s. 0d. The total receipts amount to £63 10s 3%2d. The
overplus has been incurred in incidental expences.

[fo. 86r] [IMG_7949]

Irish Schools. Wednesday September 3rd 1828.

The anniversary meeting of the Shrewsbury and Shropshire Auxiliary to the Sunday
School Society for Ireland was held in the Town Hall and was most numerously and
respectably attended. Earl Roden presided. The addresses delivered on the occasion were
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highly interesting and the president remarked at the close of the meeting with much
energy ‘that although he had received many honours and favours from his Sovereign, and
for which he was ever grateful, he begged to state that he considered the honour of
presiding over this Institution to be of a higher description than any of them.’

The report was read by the secretary Richard Phayre, Esquire, and showed that the
subscriptions and donations of the past year amounted to £104 5s. 3d. of which £97 had
been transmitted to the parent society and the remainder to defray incidental expenses.

This Society it appears has in its connection 173,000 scholars with the assistance of
about 16,000 teachers, the expense of educating is about £3,000.

In the evening at 7 o’clock a sermon was preached in aid of the funds of the above
Institution by the Rev. Robert Daly, rector of Powers Court, Ireland at St. Chad’s church
from the 10 chap of Hebrews 5 verse. This discourse was highly applicable to the cause
of the Institution and was listened to with a deep attention, by a most respectable though
not very numerous audience. The preacher in prefacing his discourse remarked that *All
nominal Christians profess an interest in the coming of Christ, but the question was, did
their joy arise for the object he came into the world’. He then proceeded to show that the
words of his text had reference to the coming of Christ, which he fully unfolded,
observing that ‘it speaks to us in solemn and important truths and not only to us but to the
whole creation, to every creature, even to angels, it is therefore interesting language to all.
He then [fo. 87r] [IMG_7950] proceeded to shew that “all sacrifices and burnt offerings’
were not acceptable to God nor profitable to man, except that one sacrifice in Christ
Jesus. Therefore the religion we want is the religion suited to a sinner, because all have
sinned and come short of the glory of God. The religion we want is that which can bring
an enemy to reconciliation and peace, this is what we should all have and endeavour to
make known to others. The religion we should possess is to make us acceptable to God,
and Christ’s coming into the world has put an end to all reconciliation arising from burnt
offerings and sacrifices, for if any human reconciliation could have sufficed, his sacrifice
is in vain, and we should have had to seek it from an inferior source.

The sacrifices under the law, were introduced looking forward to Jesus, they had no
value in themselves for the blood of bulls &c could not take away sin. They were only
types having reference to that sacrifice which was to come. But now Christ having
appeared, every thing else is to be removed, that He might be “all in all’ just as when the
morning comes, the moon and stars give place to the brightness of the sun, and truly when
Christ the sun of righteousness appeared, the shadows disappeared. Well therefore might
he say when he came into the world sacrifices &c | would not, but a body &c.

He shewed the different purposes for which God prepared this body, viz. First that as
man he might live, the first Adam sinned but when the second Adam came he might truly
say to his enemies, which of you accuseth me of sin? Secondly, A body was prepared for
him not only that He might live as man, but die like man, bearing our sins in his own
precious blood on the tree. Thirdly A body was prepared for him that he might submit
himself unto death. Now when Christ came into the world be anihilated every other way
of access to the Father [fo. 87v] [IMG_7951] but through him. The preacher therefore
enquired if his hearers had drawn their hopes from every other source and were looking
only to the man Christ Jesus who came into the world to save sinners? This view of the
subject does indeed inspire security, the Almighty Father having prepared the sacrifice,
his beloved son, in whom he was well pleased, and whose blood cleanseth from all sin.
To the love thus manifested, well considered, since the language of His gospel is “believe
only and you shall be saved.’! Surely the knowledge of such qualities ought to
accompany us in our retirement and excite our gratitude to God for providing such a
Saviour.
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Under the second division of his discourse the preacher noticed ‘what was acceptable
to God, and profitable to man’. In doing this he principally founded his argument upon
the necessity and advantages of religious instruction, for Christ has said ‘suffer little
children &c’ and the importance of training up a child in the way in which he should go,
is highly necessary, since the vice of the adult population in Ireland may in a great degree
be attributed to their not having received an education in their early years. He enumerated
the progress and present state of education in that kingdom and in conclusion impressed
upon his hearers that as they lived in a land of religion, as they knew the value of a
Saviour to have pity upon the poor children of Ireland who may prove the stay of the
country and the church’s hope. And if they are to be instructed in the education of the
Scriptures, England must come forward and assist in the undertaking for they truly are
not able to effect it of themselves.

The collection after the sermon amounted to £19 18s.7%2d. After the meeting £25 12s.
5%d. making a total at this anniversary of £45 11s. 1d.

[fo. 88r] [IMG_7952]

Mechanics Institution.

Mr Brown of Amesbury delivered a course of lectures on the ‘History of the world’ to the
members of the ‘Shropshire Mechanics Institution’ at their library room near the Castle
Gates.

Corn Harvest.
The corn harvest in Shropshire was completed about the 1st of September, the crops by
no means yield well.

Monument. Rev. J. B. Blakeway. September 9th 1828.

A most beautiful monument the result of a subscription among the parishioners of St.
Mary was completed and opened this day in memory of the late Reverend John Brickdale
Blakeway, M.A. whose memory is truly endeared to us, and who in his life time
advocated with becoming energy the interests of our town with a fidelity and eloquence
seldom surpassed. He was truly the promoter of every thing that was useful and the patron
of all that was good, who by his life and conduct held a consistent place in the esteem of
his fellow townsmen and ‘by his preaching and living set forth’, the doctrines of God his
Saviour. [fo. 88r cont] [IMG_7953]

The monument is erected against the west wall of the north transept and which for
elegance of design, beauty of execution and general effect has perhaps rarely been
equalled, and reflects the highest credit on the abilities of Mr John Carline, junr., to
whose kindness | am indebted for the following architectural description thereof. It is
divided into three compartments by clustered buttresses, each of which is formed of three
divisions or stories in height, out of which springs the shaft of a pinnacle two stories high,
panelled, canopied and having its pinnacle richly crocketted. The centre compartment
comprises a large pointed arch, cusped, canopied and crocketed having its internal
mouldings resting on moulded brackets. The back of the arch is deeply recessed and
contains the inscription, between which and the mouldings are two sunk panels with [fo.
88v] [IMG_7954] cinque foil heads, which are continued round the arch so as to form its
ceiling. On each side of this compartment is an elegant niche, with cinquefoil head,
octagonal back and richly groined ceiling, the division of the ceiling resting on slender
cylinders with caps and bases. These niches are surmounted by acute angled crocketted
canopies, formed of deep mouldings and resting on the head of each niche, but within the
canopy is a cinquefoil within a circle whilst in the same situation in the centre
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compartment is a shield, containing the arms: argent, on a bend engrailed, sable, three
bezants, impaling, argent, a fess vaire between three unicorns passant, gules.

The above compartments rest on an altar tomb, which stands upon a step. The front
of the tomb is divided into twelve small niches with trefoil heads, crocketted, canopied
(each canopy containing in the centre a quatrefoil within a circle) and having their finials
terminating on the mouldings of the ledger. These niches are separated by small
buttresses with crocketted canopies and pinnacles.

The following inscription from the pen of the VVenerable Archdeacon Butler, is
placed at the back of the arch and is cut in ornamental Roman capitals.

To the Memory of the Reverend
John Brickdale Blakeway, M.A. F.S.A.
Thirty One years Ordinary and Official
And Thirty Two years Minister of this Parish
This Monument is Erected
By the Voluntary Subscription of His Parishioners
As a Tribute of Respect for His Talents
Esteem for his Virtues
And Gratitude for His Long and Faithful Services
As their Friend and Pastor
He died the Tenth day of March MDCCCXXVI
Aged Sixty Years

[fo. 89r] [IMG_7955]

The space between the end buttress of the monument and the wall of the transept are
panelled and finished upwards with a cornice and battlement, and the wall on this side of
the transept up to the string course is covered with articulated divisions, each containing a
flower in slight relief. This splendid memorial to our departed historian is twelve feet six
inches in length and sixteen feet seven inches and a half to the top of the centre finial.

Fairs. Sale of Cattle in Streets. Wednesday September 10th.
At this fair an attempt was made to change the situation of the place of sale for cattle &c
to some of the less public thoroughfares and street of the town. The plan totally failed.

Sunday 14th. St. Julian’s church lighted with gas.

[fo. 89v] [IMG_7956]
The sermon on other side was published Oct. 8 1829. Had the writer had an idea of
its publication he would have spared his notes. HP.

[fo. 90r] [IMG_7957]

Races. Tuesday September 16th.

Our town at an early hour this morning assumed an appearance of unusual bustle, an
enlivening peal from the bells, added to a most beautiful day, gave an interest to the
scene. The company in town and at the races was less than | ever remember.

Wednesday and Thursday brought greater numbers but still comparatively small as
witnessed on former occasions. This was in a great measure owing to the Grand
Eisteddfod at Denbigh which commenced on the first race day and attracted most of the
gentry. The sport on the race ground was in general spoken of in terms of commendation.
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[fo. 89v] [IMG_7956]
The stewards of the races were the Hon Lloyd Kenyon and Baldwin Leighton,
Esquires.

[fo. 90r cont]

Infirmary Meeting. Friday September 19th.

John Coles, Esquire, the treasurer of the Salop Infirmary was escorted from the County
Hall by the Mayor and a highly respectable attendance of gentlemen to St. Chad’s church,
where a most excellent sermon was delivered by the Rev. Richard Corfield, M.A., rector
of Pitchford &c from 6 Galations 2nd verse ‘Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ.’

The Reverend preacher in prefacing his discourse observed that the history of man as
collected from the unerring page of Scripture was a subject well deserving of our
attention whether viewed under the natural body trembling under the displeasure of an
offended God, or seen in the spiritual man renewed by the Law of Christ, looking forward
in hope that God in judgement would remember mercy, and this happy prospect is
unfolded to us thro’ the Gospel. But in order to inherit the promises we are bound to be
faithful to Him who hath promised and who hath enjoined a state of probation as
preparatory to bliss hereafter.

In viewing man in a state of probation we find that he has existed under three several
laws, the law of nature, the law of Moses and the law of Christ. [fo. 90v] [IMG_7959]
The law of nature was unsatisfactory, so that man might well be said to walk in darkness.
The law of Moses exacted obedience and became impracticable, they who walked in it
did so anxiously looking forward to the law of Christ, for in the fullness of time the sun of
righteousness beamed upon a benighted world, and it came to pass that they who walked
in darkness saw a great light. Whilst the law of Christ removed the imperfections of all
former laws, and the burden which it imposed was not more than men were able to bear,
on the contrary the yoke was easy and the burden light, affording a lantern to the feet and
a light to the paths. Called therefore as we are at all times to fulfill the law of Christ, |
would especially call upon you on this occasion to bear one another’s burdens &c and
may God so dispose our hearts that we may be inclined to keep this law. The preacher
then proceeded to shew First the several ways in which we are to fulfil this law of Christ,
quoting the words of Saint Peter *add to your faith virtue and to &c’ whilst by adding
charity to brotherly kindness we shall comply with the words of the text, and we do this
by supplying the wants of others, instructing the young, helping the infirm and by
furthering the welfare of our fellow creatures as far as we can, and to this may be added
the providing of hospitals for the sick. And although one highly favoured country is
distinguished for its numerous charitable asylums, yet certainly no institution has better
claims on our attention than that whose anniversary we are this day assembled to
celebrate, seeing that it has for its object the restoration of ease and health under the
Divine blessing, to them who may perhaps have been deprived of them in our service, and
when | reflect on the liberal aid on former occasions, | am encouraged to hope that
however feeble the advocate the interests of the Salop Infirmary will never be pleaded in
vain.

[fo. 91r] [IMG_7960]

The history of the Salop Infirmary from its commencement to the present period
affords a gratifying retrospect. It is (said the excellent preacher with much emphasis) like
the ‘grain of mustard seed’ which when watered by the dew of heaven became a great
tree, so this Institution under the Divine blessing has risen from small beginnings until it
has become a splendid monument of Christian beneficence. He then very briefly adverted
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to the nature, origin and object of the charity, with the means by which it is carried on,
adding that in taking a review of its proceedings through eighty one years it appears that
70,000 have been either cured or relieved and whilst their temporal wants have been thus
attended to, their spiritual state was not neglected.

He next alluded to the printed report which is on this occasion placed in the hands of
contributors, remarking that feeling persuaded every subscriber in its language wishes the
real and permanent welfare of the Salop Infirmary and as an active, steady and zealous
support was necessary to maintain it in credit, he trusted that the collection this day would
manifest the approbation of his hearers to the unrivalled Institution for which he had to
plead.

A few motives to perseverance in this work of charity were then urged, with an
exhortation to all Christians to follow the good example of the text, stating the reasons
which should actuate them to fulfill it on the present occasion. And in conclusion briefly
addressed those who had experienced the relief which the Infirmary bestows urging them
to praise the Lord for all his benefits and to be grateful not only to Him but to those also
who have been kindly disposed to you. And as the life of our Saviour exemplified what
He taught, so the preacher considered that as acts of mercy are Christian duties, they are
also the best evidences of our Christian faith, and would bring down the blessing of the
Almighty upon ourselves, our families and our country.

The congregation was unusually small as [fo. 92r] [IMG_7962] will be evident from
the collection which amounted only to £165 14s. 10d. notwithstanding the powerful
appeal of the Reverend preacher. The plates were held by Mrs Edward. Cludde supported
by the Hon. Mr Feilding and Miss Wrottesly (daughter of Sir John) supported by R A.
Slaney, Esquire, M.P.

Theatre. September 19th.

Our theatre having undergone a very tastefull embellishment in its interior, was to have
been opened on Monday last, under the management of a Mr Bennett from Worcester, but
a doubt having arisen in the minds of many inhabitants of our town, as to its security, an
architect from Lichfield was employed to make a survey ‘whose report (the handbills
assert) is so unfavourable that the manager cannot with a proper regard for the public
safety, open the theatre. Therefore in compliance with the wishes of his patrons who are
desirous to secure him against further loss, he has at their suggestion taken the Circus.’
This building therefore having undergone many hasty alterations was opened on Tuesday
last.

The performance this evening was the new petite comedy entitled ‘The Recontre, or
Love will find out the way. A new interlude of ‘Love among the roses’ and a comic farce
called the “Portrait of Cervantes’. This was said to be under the patronage of the stewards
of the races, but they did not attend. Those however who had the opportunity of
witnessing this evening’s ‘entertainment’, if indeed it deserves that title, and have the
least taste to admire the productions of our original comic writers, could not but feel
disgust at the exhibition of such trash in an enlightened age. The Company appears to be
of a third rate in their profession, and it may not be too much to assert in this place, that
the refined taste of Salopians aspires to comedians of higher talents.

[fo. 91v] [IMG_7961]

Theatre.

Miss Foote performed at our theatre (or rather Circus) on the 3rd of November and 4
following nights with great eclat. HP.
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[fo. 93r] [IMG_7963]

St. Mary’s. Sunday evening 6 o’clock

The Reverend R. Simpson of Derby preached a sermon at Saint Mary’s in reference to
missionary exertions from [blank] Acts [blank]. During the last 6 weeks whilst St.
Alkmund’s church has been cleaning, this spacious sanctuary of our holy religion has
been well filled at the evening service, the effect was highly imposing as the shades of
twilight approached. Whilst the glimmering light of eight or nine candles served but to
increase the lengthened shadows of the clustered columns and lofty arches, and as the
solemn pealing of the noble organ dwelt upon the ear with mellowed harmony, could not
fail of impressing upon the contemplative mind, the sublimest associations of inspiring
devotion. Whilst the admonitory voice of regret at the wanton demolition (for such it
was) of the fine old church of Saint Alkmund must have been felt by not a few of those
parishioners who witnessed and perhaps abetted its downfall, and who were now
worshipping in a venerable temple proposed in the same year to be sacrificed by a similar
caprice.

Church Missions. Tuesday September 23rd.
The annual meeting of the Shropshire Church Missionary Association was held in the
County Hall. The chair was taken by the vice president Thomas Whitmore, Esquire, in the
absence of Alderman Cludde. After the business of the meeting had been adverted to by
the chairman, the Rev. John Langley, the secretary, proceeded to read the report &c of
this Society’s proceedings in this county from which it appeared that the subscriptions
and donations amounted to £883 7s. 4d. and that the funds of the parent society had
decreased £2,000 during the past year, its income being £43,260.

The meeting was not numerously attended, £22 was collected after it at the doors,
which sum was increased by subsequent donations to £40.

[fo. 94r] [IMG_7965]
Church Missions. Sunday Morning September 28.
A sermon was preached in Bicton Chapel by the Rev. Joseph Ditcher, minister of
Brislington, Co. Somerset, in aid of the funds of the Shropshire Church Missionary
Association. The collection was about £7.

He preached in the evening for the same object at St. Alkmund’s when £23 7s. 6d.
was collected.

This church was reopened this morning after having received a thorough cleaning
and been fitted up with gas which was lighted this evening.

Phenomenon. Monday September 29
A beautiful bright arch appeared in the heavens and was witnessed by many persons
about eight o’clock this evening. It is considered by some to be a reflection from the
Aurora Borealis, perhaps the Borelian Arch?
[fo. 93v] [IMG_7964]

The phenomenon in the heavens was witnessed in many parts of the Kingdom.

[fo. 94r cont] [IMG_7965]

Accidents. Friday September 19.

James Hill, a hairdresser, was drowned at Coton Hill whilst bathing in a state of
intoxication.

September 27. Mary Bright, a child, drowned in the Rea Brook near Coleham Bridge.
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[SA, 6001/3058]
[204_06] [IMG_8777]

Salopian Annals, Vol. VI. A.D. 1828. Henry Pidgeon, Shrewsbury.

[IMG_8778]
Salopia.
With turretts and aspiring Temples crowned,
That upward cast their golden vanes, and shine,
A diadem reflected in the stream,
Which pours its ever glittering gems around.

[one page blank and unnumbered]

[fo. 1r] [IMG_8779]

Salopian Annals, 1828 by Henry Pidgeon.

The Mayor, William Cooper, Esquire.

Hospitality has long been acknowledged as one of the characteristics of every true
Salopian, and it is with a feeling of peculiar pleasure I record at the commencement of
another volume of Salopian Annals, the hospitality and good fellowship displayed on the
occasion of inaugurating our chief magistrate to the duties of his office, since it may be
considered as an omen of the *piping times of peace’, in which it is our happiness to
dwell, and it is to be desired that the good taste and elegance displayed on this occasion
will be emulated by his successors, and if possible atoned for by his predecessors, since
nothing similar to this has been manifested in our town since.

The mayor William Cooper, Esquire, previous to his being sworn into office
entertained a large company of the body corporate with an elegant breakfast and in the
after part of the day a sumptuous dinner was served up beneath a marquee erected for the
purpose on the grass plat behind his residence, where about 70 gentlemen did ample
justice to the ‘good things’ so nobly and munificently provided, and which excited the
admiration of every one who had the pleasure of participating in them.

After the cloth had been removed a variety of toasts and sentiments were given in
which all that was loyal and local was duly remembered. In addition to the wines, two
beautifully ornamented cakes made by Mr Edward Lawrence of Mardol decorated the
head of the table and I had the pleasure to furnish the following mottos:

Prosperity to the ancient capital of Pengwern may her sons and daughters ever more
proud to do good,
The laws and ordinances of our country, in church and state supported by consistency and
firmness.

[fo.1v] [IMG_8780]
It is worthy of remark that the foregoing dinner was much enhanced as it was not
confined to the municipal body alone.

At this assemblage of the corporation, Mr Robert Gray, tailor, Mr Joseph Loxdale,
junr., attorney, Mr Thomas Farmer Dukes, ditto, Thomas Tomlins, organist, were elected
aldermen, and Mr Thomas Harley Rough, attorney, Joseph Sheppard, tanner, James
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Edward Compson, clerk, Mr Joshua John Peele, attorney, Robert Burton, Esquire, banker,
were chosen members of the common council.

The corporation have published a report the result of a committee of that body on the
state and inefficiency of the police of this town. It is too long and connected to afford
even a brief transcript. Friday October 3rd 1828.

[fo. 2r.] [IMG_8781]

Corporation. St. Chad’s. Sunday October 5th 1828

The members of the corporation after partaking of breakfast at the residence of the Right
Worshipful the Mayor accompanied him in the usual procession to Saint Chad’s church
where the vicar Rev. J. E. Compson, preached from 7 chap. Ecclesiasticus 36 verse.

Under which he noticed the importance of the Sabbath as a day of rest and moral
improvement and that discourses suitable to such occasions as the present were highly
proper in as much as they teach the ignorant to know their duty, as well as habits of
justice, temperance and piety. The first duty of man is to the God who made him, since by
reason we know that there is a God, we are bound to obey him, and are prompted to offer
up to him our prayers.

He slightly touched upon the fruits of irreligion, urging a practice of piety by
assembling for public worship. Next to God our parents claim our duty, a due
performance of which, has seldom cause for repentance and the practice of it is fraught
with good. Next to our parents are the magistrates, they in many instances stand in the
place of parents and every person is bound to interest himself to bring to justice the
disturbers of the public peace. In illustrating this the vicar quoted a theological writer who
shewed that the ancient Christians not only respected their heavenly master, but their
temporal rulers also. The quotation was nothing new or interesting.

He glanced at the immorality and wickedness which prevailed in this and other
populous towns which schools, saving banks and additional churches would in some
degree lessen. He complimented his parishioners on their exertions in furthering the
erection of an additional church in their district, asserting ‘that we shall soon see our
wishes crowned with success, all obstacles to this desirable object being removed’ whilst
moral improvement will doubtless advance as our temples increase. And as Scripture
doctrine is the duty of subjects, let us implore God, by his grace to [fo. 2v] [IMG_8782]
incline in all parties meekness and humility and since we enjoy in our government great
security and liberty, the constitution of which has been in all ages the wonder of the
world, let us then for all blessings for our king, country and ourselves devoutly pray and
as righteousness exalteth a nation, may our faith and obedience be right with God, whilst
we intreat our heavenly father to ‘bless and keep the magistrates giving them grace to
execute justice and to maintain truth.’

The preacher did not once allude to his text, the words of which were as follows
[blank].

On referring to some of my MS notes of sermons | find that the late VVenerable
Archdeacon Owen delivered the same discourse at St. Mary’s church on Sunday August
6th 1826, with some little variation. The Archdeacon thus concluded “If we would die in
peace and live in comfort we must look to the end. This can only be done by constant
vigilance and the assistance of God, and while we strive to remember the end of every
work we take in hand, let us look to the Gospel for something more than imperishable
objects for where our treasure is there will be our heart also.

The Hon. President was directed by his brother Lord Kenyon to add £10 to the
annexed collection. HP.
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[fo. 3r] [IMG_8783]

House of Industry. Monday October 6th.

At the quarterly meeting of the Guardians of the Poor, the United Parishes in this town,
Col. Leighton in the chair.

It was resolved that the directors be requested to reduce the establishment to the
narrowest limits at board wages and that the farming stock and all perishable
articles be forthwith sold by auction.

And that such member of the select vestries as are present be requested to suggest to the
select vestries of their respective parishes to confer on the possibility of devising some
plan by which any part of the House of Industry can be beneficially applied for the
reception of paupers of the united parishes. A suggestion was made that it would be
beneficial to farm the poor under the inspection of the directors.

Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge. Wednesday October 15th.

A very respectable company of the gentry and clergy of our town and vicinity, members
and friends of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, accompanied the
president, the Hon. Thomas Kenyon and the worshipful the mayor from the Town Hall to
Saint Julian’s church where a sermon was preached by the Rev. Thos. Salwey, M.A. from
xi chap. Saint Luke 48 ver. The congregation was but small but highly respectable. The
collection amounted to £53 0s. 0d.

Severn Salmon.

A meeting of the ‘nobility, gentry and clergy and others interested in having plenty of
good and wholesome fish in the rivers Severne [sic], Virniew [Vyrnwy] &c was
advertised to be held in the Shire Hall this day. Only three persons attended, who were
neither noble nor great! Of course nothing was done.

[fo. 3v] [IMG_8784]

Boatswain Smith, The Rev. G. C. Smith died at Penzance, January 10th 1863, during his
sleep, 81 years old. For the past fortnight he had been ill with the dropsy. He is said to
have been a warm hearted man, and had by his efforts effected a large amount of good in
his day. There were no missions to seamen before he undertook the matter. He promoted
sailors homes &c and befriended numerous orphans of sailors and soldiers.

[fo. 4r] [IMG_8785]
Sailors. Sunday October 19.
A Mr G. C. Smith of London, preached a sermon this morning in the Wesleyan Meeting
House in aid [of] some schools for the education of the children of Wesleyan preachers
(this sermon is annual in the Connection). £10 17s. 0d. was collected.

In the afternoon he preached in the Castle Foregate to nearly five thousand persons
who had assembled in the open air to hear this fanatical spouter.

At night he harrangued at the Baptist Meeting House for the benefit of the British and
Foreign Seamen and Soldiers Friend Society, of which he appears to be the leading actor.

Monday 20th.

He again held forth at the Wesleyan Meeting House to a most crowded auditory for
upwards of three hours and three quarters! when he stated the nature, object and progress
of his Society and detailed the full and particular account of the falling of the Brunswick
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Theatre in London (last February) which he said ‘existed in the midst of Satan’s
Kingdom’ in a nest of ten thousand most infamous persons who are always on the look
out for sailors, striving to hurl them down to Hell; whilst their occasional shrieks and
yells were the most dreadful Hell ever sent forth’! adding ‘that it would appear as if the
powers of Hell were united in raising this Theatre which verily was one of the greatest
Hells upon Earth, all the rage and fury of Hell seeming to be going on, but God dashed
away all those persons who were going to ruin sailors by this Devil’s House’!!! Such is a
very specimen of his exciting harrangue, which was followed by a brief description of the
‘Battle of Navarino’ which he asserted was very different to what had been fought of late
years, illustrating his remarks by a veriety of ‘relics’ brought from the scene of action, for
example, an “old hat’ through which a bullet had passed, with sundry other equally
attracting curiosities, and several 36 pounders, a variety of chain shot &c &c. He further
trespassed on Salopian liberality for £17 more, which was increased by subsequent
donations.

[fo. 5r] [IMG_8787]
Sick Man’s Friend. Tuesday October 21st.
The eighteenth anniversary of that excellent and effective institution, the Sick Man’s
Friend, was held in the school room of Swan Hill Meeting House and was very
numerously attended. The Reverend Thomas Weaver presided, who with the Rev. John
Richards and J. B. Williams, Esquire, addressed the auditory.

The report, a statement of which | shall annex, shows that the Society has relieved
and visited with money, medicines, clothing &c during the past year 305 cases with £163
17s. 6d. £2 0s. 0d. was collected after the meeting.

[fo. 4v.] [IMG_8786]

Statement of Sick Man’s Friend report

Receipts
Subscriptions £147 17s. 6d | Balance due to Treasurer £27 19s 5d.
Donations £42 12s. 0d. | Distributed to 207 sick £107 19s. 6d.
£160 9s. 6d. | Distributed to 98 lying in £41 9s. 0d.
Medicines £9s 9d. Od.
Balance due to Treasurer £34 19s. 5d. | Linen, bedding etc £5 0s. 0d.
£195 8s. 11d. | Printing and stationary £3 12s. 0d.
£195 8s. 11d.

[fo. 5r cont.]

Incorporated Society. Sunday October 26.

The Rev. Archdeacon Bather preached a sermon this morning in Saint Chad’s church, on
account of his Majesty’s letter authorizing a collection on behalf on the Incorporated
Society for promoting the enlargement and building of churches and chapels, from 1
chap. Haggai, 7, 8 and 9 verses.

Having heard a day or two after the delivery of this discourse that application had
been made to the preacher to publish it and to which he had consented, any notes in this
place would be quite unnecessary. He impressed however upon his hearers most forcibly
that the text in its history shows that the “true happiness and prosperity of a people will be
in proportion to their care in acknowledgeing God, as their trust in opposition to all
worldly trusts. And in this acknowledgement of Him, adequate provision must be made
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for the due celebration of religious ordinances’. After the sermon £28 17s. 8d. was
collected. The above Society has recently been incorporated in lieu of the custom of
collecting by Briefs, against which there has long prevailed in our town and the kingdom
generally a great prejudice, not that the money was improperly applied but on account of
the enormous expences for fees &c attending them. Briefs commenced in the reign of
Queen Anne.

[fo. 4v cont]
Collections at our several churches in aid of the Incorporated Society for Enlarging and
Building Churches.

Saint Chad’s Church £28 17s 8d.
Saint Chad’s parish £39 6s. 6d.
Bicton Chapel £5 9s. 1%d.
Saint Julian’s after Sermon £27 15s. 0d.
Saint Julians parish £4 15s 6d.
Holy Cross, church & parish £21 0s 0Od.
St, Alkmund church & parish £20 5s. 3d.
St. Mary’s church & parish £20 6s. 3d.
Berwick Chapel £2 16s. 0d.
Meole Brace £35 0s. 0d.

[fo. 6r] [IMG_8788]
London Missionary Society. Wednesday October 29th 1828.
A Dr Philip of the Independent Denomination of Dissenters, London, and author of
‘Researches in South Africa’ gave an address this evening at Swan Hill Chapel, for the
purpose of soliciting aid for the “‘London Missionary Society’. He introduced his remarks
with much interesting matter clothed in fine and flowing language having reference to the
days and customs of antiquity, viewing the present time as the period for active
philanthropy. He then detailed the happy results of perseverance in the missionary cause,
which he illustrated by several interesting anecdotes, in particular that the prejudices of
the Brahmins were dispersing, that the Bible was used as a class book in the schools of
the Mahometans and that what was once said of Spain and her provinces might now be
asserted of missionary stations, so extensively are they diffused throughout the globe, that
on them the sun never sets.

The collection on the above occasion was a private one and made in the vestry, and
amounted to £7 0s. 0d.

That the foregoing address was made up for public excitation there can be no doubt,
since I heard him in London twelve months ago deliver the same remarks, and | have now
(October 31) a Liverpool print before me which contains the same.

Small Pox
The small pox prevalent in our town and suburbs. October 30.

House of Industry

In reference to the House of Industry, the delegates of the united parishes assembled in
Saint Chad’s vestry, when it was resolved to keep up the House of Industry as a
receptacle for paupers, that the whole of the present establishment be discharged, that the
directors be requested to advertise for proposals for farming the poor under the control
and management of the present Act. October 30th.
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[fo. 6v] [IMG_8789]

Society of Change Ringers.

Bells. The Shrewsbury Society of Ringers was established in 1776 according to a folio
volume in the possession of Mr Thomas Lloyd, currier, and which records most of the
celebrated peals rung in this county. MSS.

The first record is of a peal rung on Tuesday night Decr. 15th 1778 at St. Mary’s,
which was entitled ‘Mr Holts Peal of Grandsire Triples’ containing 5040 changes
performed in 3 hours and 29 minutes.

Mr James Wilding rung the 5th bell in this peal.

The first peal of Treble Bob ever rung in the county of Salop was performed at the
Abbey on Monday evening January 27th 1783 and completed in 3 hours and 39 minutes.

A peal of Grandsire Caters was rung at St. Chad’s on Tuesday April 5th 1808 in 6
hours and 50 minutes, containing 10,097 changes on ten bells. This peal was composed
by Mr Richard Cross, and if surpassed in the ringing by future Salopians, will stand as a
memorial that their predecessors were not deficient in skill and perseverance.

St. Mary’s peal of ten were opened September 2nd 1811 with a peal of Grandsire
Caters containing 5219 changes.

The present father of the Society is Mr. R. LIoyd whose name first appears in the
book January 22nd. 1781. Mr Cross (sadler [sic]) March 17th 1784.

[fo. 7r] [IMG_8790]

St. Mary’s Bells.

Saint Mary’s bells having been rehung were opened by our society of ‘Union Ringers’.
The trebles of these bells had long been considered as wanting more spirit, but on the
present occasion they possessed a very different and to me surprising effect their shrill
though beautiful notes, appearing to warble amongst their melodius brethren of the
steeple with increased power and to appear in reality as belonging to one family.

This improvement arises from having the three lesser bells raised about one foot
above the others, and the two new ones materially altered in their hanging and ‘iron
tongues’, so that a more effective blow might be obtained on the bell.

These improvements have been accomplished by Mr Thomas Dawson, civil
engineer, added to some that have lately been effected in the management of the chimes,
which were originally set by him in 1823 without any charge on the parish funds, a
subscription being opened for the machinery &c. In proof of their excellence, | can safely
state that in point of harmony and correctness, their equal is not to be found in the
metropolis, and I have reason to think are not excelled by any in England.

The repairs now effected on the frame work in the campanile will undoubtedly add
much to the security of the spire.

Having in this day’s Salopian Journal furnished a chapter on bells and bellringing, it
will be quite unnecessary for me to enlarge on the subject in this place, and although |
cannot give much credit to our ringers as reformed in 1823, for their exertions in the
interesting science as connected with this town, and which | have endeavoured to
illustrate, I trust that nothing has or may arise to disturb that pleasure “The Union’ is
capable of affording, but whilst they deeply feel themselves those joys they give, the
‘bonny banks and braes’ of the beautiful scenery of Salopia may responsively reverberate
to the echo of their melody. November 5th.

[fo. 8r] [IMG_8792]

Brunswick Club. Monday November 10th 1828.
At a private meeting of several of the gentlemen of our county held without previous
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public intimation thereof at the Lion Inn, a Brunswick Club for the County of Salop was
formed. The Hon. T. Kenyon who was chairman was elected vice president, and Thomas
Whitmore, Esquire, M.P. President. The vicar of Saint Chad’s was elected honorary
secretary and treasurer.

Rossal Estate.
The manor and estates of Down Rossal sometime the seat of the late Lord Forester, were
sold by auction at the Lion Inn on Tuesday 11th for the sum of £26,250, exclusive of the
timber which will make the purchase about £30,000. The estate comprised the manor, the
tithes of 207 acres, the mansion and about 280 acres of land. The purchaser is the Hon. H.
W. Fielding of Berwick House.
[fo. 7v] [IMG_8791]

Rossall was sold in March 1852 for about £21,500.

[fo. 8r cont]

Hunt Week.

The Shrewsbury Hunt was as usual well attended, and the weather likewise unpropitious.
Saturday November 15th.

Coleham Bridge.

Workmen commenced widening this bridge under Mr Carline, who does the work on his
own account in consequence of a right of road being given him from the bridge to some
small houses recently erected in the adjacent field.

[fo.7v cont.]

Mr Carline does not execute the work at Coleham Bridge at his own expense he gives
£35 for the accommodation which he receives. His contract for the work being £175
which includes an embankment near the river, the remaining £150 will be discharged by
the Corporation. June 1829. HP.

[fo 8r cont.]

Sir B. Leighton, Bt.

At his seat, Loton Park, Sir Baldwin Leighton, Bart., died November 13th aged [blank]
years. He was an alderman of our town and served the office of mayor in 1803.

Robert Hill, Coroner. 22nd. November.
Died Robert Hill, Gent., coroner of our Borough and senior common council man.

[fo. 9r] [IMG_8794]

St. Giles’s Church.

In addition to the judicious improvements already effected in the venerable church of
Saint Giles. | have to notice that the wooden frame and “patched up’ glass, which had for
many years disfigured the large pointed window on the south side of the nave, has given
place to stone tracery of handsome design, the quatrefoil head being filled with fragments
of stained glass, whilst the other portion of the window is neatly and appropriately glazed
in diamond shaped panes.

This alteration is at the expense of the Reverend William G. Rowland, M.A. whose
zeal in the decoration of this, as well as of the ancient structures of the Abbey and Saint
Mary, is deserving to be had in particular remembrance by every true Salopian, and to be
known and emulated by those who desire to preserve the sacred remains of antiquity.
Those precious morsels of religious awe and perfect aptitude for devotion from barbarous
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innovators and modern incongruity.
The windows in the north and south sides have been judiciously glazed in lozenge
shaped panes.

[fo. 8v] [IMG_8793]
See a communication in the Salopian Journal of December 3 in reference to St
Giles’s church by H. Pidgeon

[fo. 9r cont.]
The body of a man, named Garratt was found at the English bridge, he had been
missing several weeks and is supposed to have drowned himself in a fit of despondency.

[fo.10r] [IMG_8795]
Wesleyan Schools. Sunday December 14th 1828.
Two sermons were preached at the Wesleyan Meeting House in aid of the schools
connected with that place, by the Reverend Wm. Atherton of London. The collections
amounted to [blank].

The Report shows that the sum of £61 7s. 4d. has been expended during the past year
in the education of about three hundred scholars, leaving a balance from the receipts of
£10 12s. 4d., as being due to the treasurer.

Proposed New Market. Tuesday December 16th.

A handbill was circulated this day stating that ‘In consequence of constant complaints
having been made for many years by the inhabitants of the town and county of Salop, as
well as strangers, of the obstructions to persons passing through the streets of Shrewsbury
near the Butter and Poultry Market, and which is frequently attended with great delay and
danger on market and fair days; and the inconvenience felt by persons wishing to expose
goods, wares &c for sale, having no proper accommodation. It is proposed to erect a
suitable market to remedy these inconveniences, which new building and market house is
to be vested in the mayor, aldermen and burgesses of Shrewsbury and their successors for
ever. The money to be raised by shares of £25 each, the rate of interest on which is not to
exceed 6 per cent, and the estimated expense is £6,000, nearly half of which sum was
immediately subscribed.

St. Julian’s Clock. Thursday December 18th.
The dial of Saint Julian’s clock has been illuminated with gas by means of a transparent
face which is lighted by the agency of its own machinery, in consequence of an
adjustment in the clock work, which never permits the gas flame to be totally
extinguished. This improve- [fo. 11r] [IMG_8796] ment has been effected principally by
the exertions of the minister of the parish, the Rev. F. lliff, aided by a contribution
amongst the parishioners and other townsmen and cost about £40.

The gas is supplied by the company at half price being considered a great public
accommodation.

Second Baptists. Sunday December 21st.
Two sermons were preached in the Welsh Chapel (which was lent for the occasion) in aid
of the Sunday School in connection with the “‘Second Baptist Church’ by the Hon. and
Rev. G. H. Roper Curzon. The collection was £15 0s. Od.

The place in Castle Foregate, where the children in these schools were educated
having been taken by the *Second Baptist Church’ on their seperation [sic], the original
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society under whose care they have hitherto been educated, with much frankness resigned
their scholars to the sole management and support of the seceders, who previously
discharged all expences and distributed the accustomed rewards to the children.

Christmas Day.

Being Christmas Day, the body corporate as usual attended divine service at Saint Chad’s
church where the vicar preached from 2 chap. Luke 10 verse, Fear not &c. He
commenced by saying that no error had done greater injury to the Christian religion than
that which represents it as melancholy. Whereas experience shows that it has quite a
different tendency, for the birth of Christ which we celebrate on this day is represented by
Angels in the text as tidings of great joy.

The preacher then proceeded to consider ‘In what particulars the birth of Christ
deserves the praise here given to it?” Which he showed was first, for the great and happy
change introduced into the world by the birth of Christ. [fo. 11v] [IMG_8797]

Secondly, as Christ’s appearance discovers to us our duty in the brightness of the
Gospel, it should render us joyful in as much as it hath removed the ignorance and error
which had existed for ages.

Thirdly, we have become assured of the pardon of our sins, and of having acceptance
with God through the mediation of his Son Jesus Christ, and this should excite our
gratitude.

Fourthly, nothing can do more honour to human nature than the great event which we
at this season celebrate.

Lastly, as the nativity of our Lord is capable of pardoning and of bestowing the
greatest dignity that ever was conferred upon man; so we should hail his birth as that of a
great and beneficent prince, with every demonstration of joy, for no prince ever did more
for his people than Christ.

In conclusion the vicar impressed upon his hearers that in the celebration of this
event they must beware of error, not in rioting &c for if celebrated properly it is capable
of affording the highest sensations of gratitude, by giving glory to God and exemplifying
‘Peace and goodwill toward men’, let our joy show itself in giving alms to the poor. To
our piety let us add charity and giving with the Angels good tidings to all men
Such is an outline of our vicar’s sermon.

[fo. 12r] [IMG_8798]

Primitive Methodists. Sunday December 28th.

Three sermons were preached in the meeting house of the Primitive Methodists in support
of the missions. On Monday the public meeting was held, about £8 was collected.

Irish Schools. Tuesday December 30th.
The annual meeting of the Ladies Association in aid of Irish schools was held as formerly.

On the 19th of this month Mr John Cheshire of Castle Foregate being intoxicated and late
at night fell from Roushill Walls and was drowned, there being at the time a flood.

Help Society.

The report (fourth) of the ‘Poor Woman’s Help Society’ ending December 1828,
circulated, from which it appears that 200 garments have been distributed to poor
distressed individuals during the past year at an expense of £21 14s. 10d. The receipts
amounted to £13 15s. 9d. by which a balance of £7 19s. 1d. is due to the treasurer.
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[fos 13r-15v blank]

[fo. 16r] [IMG_8799]
Salopian Annals, 1829 by Henry Pidgeon

The Cambrian Quarterly Magazine.

The New Year has brought before the public a new periodical entitled the Cambrian
Quarterly Magazine. Among several interesting articles there is an ingenious disquisition
on the Roman station Mediolanum. The writer endeavours to prove that Shrewsbury was
the Mediolanum of the Romans, but this is very doubtful, it seems more probably to be
Middle, which is on the direct route from Wroxeter to Chester (Deva). It is also on one of
their principal branches of the Gwyddelian (Irish) or Watling Street road, as Ruyton
(Rutunium) is on another, both Ruyton and Middle are likewise situated on or adjacent to
the ancient roads from Wales to the southern parts of Cheshire, Staffordshire &c, and are
also out of the reach of the overflowing of the Severn, as well as being advantageously
situated to repel irruption on the part of the ancient Britons.

The Weather.

The weather has been extraordinarily mild for the season. A sharp frost set in this evening
and the day throughout has been the coldest we have experienced thus far in the present
winter. January 4th 1829.

St. Chad’s School. Monday January 5th 1829.
At the half [fo. 17r] [IMG_8801] yearly meeting of the committee of Saint Chad’s Boys
Sunday School Relief Fund, the following statement was read.

Receipts.
To. Received from Boy’s from July to Dec. 31 £7 12s. 8d.
To Interest from Midsummer to Xmas 8s. 0d
£8 0s. 8d.
By relief pd. to boys £3 18s. 9d.
Do. Surgeon’s ac. 17s. Od.
Do. Apothecaries £1 10s. 9d.
Balance in treasurer’s hands £1 14s. 2d.
£8 0s. 8d.
Independents.

The anniversary of the Salop Association of Independent Ministers was held this day and
yesterday at Swan Hill Meeting House, on each occasion there was a sermon and
collection for the promotion of village preaching in the county. January 8th 1829.

Wombwell’s Men. January 12.
Wombwell’s Menagerie of Wild Beasts &c in town. It consists of 13 large caravans and
occupies nearly the whole of the Market Square.

Infirmary. Wednesday January 14.

In consequence of Mr John Jones having declined the secretaryship of the Infirmary at
Lady Day next, an election took place this day for a successor. The candidates were Mr
Thomas Pughe, & Mr S. Hartshorn, the former polled 89, and the latter 59. Mr Pughe was
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elected.

Mr Amott’s Concert. January 15th.

Mr Amotts first subscription concert to [sic] was held at the Lion Rooms. The principal
performers Miss Symonds, Messrs Shelton & Williams, from the London concerts & Mr
Holloway. The Company was more select than numerous.

Sessions. Friday January 17
At our town sessions there were 17 prisoners for trial, five of whom received sentence of
transportation.

[fo. 16v] [IMG_8800]
At the sessions we observed six aldermen exclusive of the mayor.

[fo. 18r] [IMG_8802]

St. Chad’s School.

St. Chad’s Boys Sunday School was on the 14th of the present month united to the
National Society, London. The benefits offered by this Society are pecuniary assistance
towards the erection, enlargement and fitting up of school rooms &c. Having already
noticed St. Chad’s School in a previous volume, | shall remark that the National System
of teaching is adopted, the children are instructed in the liturgy and catechism of the
Established Church and regularly attend divine service at their parish church.

Infant School

The report of the Infant School near the Welsh bridge in our town, for the year ending
1828, has been circulated. It states that “The most essential object of infant schools is to
render them happy and tractable, to guard them from accident and from mixing in bad
company The activity of mind and body which forms so important a feature in the
discipline of these schools, has been found to be equally conducive to the health and good
temper of the children’. There are in this school 120 children and rewards in clothing are
given to those whose parents are in extreme poverty in order to encourage cleanliness and
regularity of attendance. The finances of the school are as under:

Balance in treasurer’s hands £82 4s. 0d.
Subscriptions rec’d £29 5s. 6d.
Donations £7 6s. 0d.
Children’s pence £19 6s. 10d.
Interest £4 12s. 0d.

£142 14s 4d.

The expenditure during the past year was £69 1s. 10d. leaving a balance in the treasurer’s
hands of £73 12s. 6d.

Marquis of Anglesea

The Marquis of Anglesea having been called from the Lieutenancy of Ireland quitted it on
Friday last and arrived in Salop this evening. The Marquis, Lord Wm. Pagett, Lord
George & Lord Alfred Paget &c slept at [fo. 19r] [IMG_8803] the Lion Inn and
proceeded in the morning on their journey to London. January 20 1829.

Captain Benbow.
In the month of December last year Mr Hulbert a printer of this town, published the first
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part of a reprint of Phillips’s History of Shrewsbury and to which Mr Hulbert professes to
attach notes &c in this “part’, however they are but scanty and what are given betray an
ignorance of the important duties of an annotator. The reprint in question is a book quite
uncalled for at the present time, though Mr Hulbert has said in his preface to this first part
that copies have sold for more than the original price. This however is wrong, as regards
copies, for | have only heard of one reaching that price although I have made diligent
enquiry and that one copy was purchased for himself about two years ago at a sale by
auction, and run up by two or three individuals for the frolic of opposition. Thus much for
information hereafter.

I deemed it necessary to correct the following very material error through the
medium of the Salopian Journal, that I might place beyond the shadow of doubt the
correct judgement, patient research and scientific elucidation of our historians, though
this latter circumstance will be unnecessary, since these facts are their own living
commentators, and better to be read in their own pages where it is too indelibly written to
be forgotten, their work being a perfect model for a domestic history, and will
undoubtedly carry their names to subsequent generations with lasting honours, whilst they
sleep with their fathers as the most illustrious of their race.

Mr Hulbert in correcting Phillips’s mistake in styling Captain John Benbow a
Colonel, from the valuable History of Shrewsbury by Messrs Blakeway and Owen [fo.
20r] [IMG_8804] thus writes “Mr Phillips appears to have committed an error in giving
the unfortunate officer the title of Colonel. The register of St. Chad’s parish proving him
to have been a Captain’.

‘The Reverend, learned and indefatigable Owen and Blakeway have made no less a
mistake in stating that the stone still remains in St. Chad’s church yard, and that any
reader resident in Shrewsbury may satisfy himself that it bears the inscription (recorded in
vol. 1, p. 468 of Hist. of Salop). The editor aforesaid further states that no traces whatever
of Benbow’s grave stone now exist, nor can the place of his interment be exactly
ascertained. The sexton informed me that no stone had been seen for these last thirty
years, and that he believed it was broken to pieces by timber being thrown upon it, in
clearing the ruins of the church after its fall in 1788, but this must also be an error as a
gentleman saw and copied the inscription nearly agreeing with the above in the year
1800. The letters were then scarcely discernable and shortly afterward the stone itself
totally disappeared’! Now all of this might have been very probably, had we no further
evidence to the contrary, but the fact is that the *stone itself”” does actually exist, of which
any person may be satisfied by a walk to old St. Chad’s burial ground where the stone and
inscription as quoted by Mr Blakeway may be seen on the left side of the walk leading
towards Belmont.

See Salopian Journal, January 21st.

Penitentiary.
An address circulated suggesting the propriety of establishing a society to be entitled the
‘Shrewsbury Penitentiary Society’ for the purpose of aiding abject and degraded females
who may be desirous of returning into the paths of virtue.

This Society is to be under a committee of the clergy residing within the town.
January 22nd. 1829.

[fo. 21r] [IMG_8805]

Alderman Lloyd.

The remains of Thomas Lloyd, Esquire, Alderman of this town were interred in St.
Mary’s cemetry [sic] this morning. He died on the 17th instant in the 70th year of his age.
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January 23rd 1829.

The Weather. Monday January 26.
Our rivers during the last four days owing to the severe frost has afforded much
amusement to multitudes of skaiters [sic] &c. Yesterday afternoon some hundreds of
persons were assembled on it near the English bridge and Quarry. The lower orders
amusing themselves with football, whilst the more genteel practised the art of skaiting
[sic] which rendered the banks a fashionable promenade to witness this open violation of
the Christian Sabbath.

A fall of snow took place at night, and this day both are disappearing.

Brunswick Club. January 29th.

The first meeting and dinner of the *Shropshire Brunswick Club’ took place at the Lion
Inn, when nearly 200 members were assembled. Thomas Whitmore, Esquire, M.P.
president. Addresses suitable to the meeting were delivered by the president, Hon. T.
Kenyon, Sir Tyrwhitt Jones, Sir John Chetwode, William Ormsby Gore, Esquire, and the
Reverends Cameron, Hopkins, E. P. Owen & Compson. The members enrolled are about
450.

Salopia Depicta.

Mr James Sayer, junr., has commenced a book which we have entitled Salopia Depicta in
which he purposes to place drawings of the public buildings, ancient and modern, in our
town, which he has, or is about sketching. January 30th 1829.

[fo. 22r] [IMG_8806]

Frankwell Church. February 6th.

At a meeting of the committee of subscribers for building the chapel of ease in Frankwell,
it was stated that a letter had been received from his Majesty’s Commissioners approving
of the proposed site for the building, as well as satisfied with the plans, only requiring
some additional drawings in explanation of the details of the work. It was also resolved
that a circular letter be immediately sent to those subscribers who have not yet paid in the
money annexed to their names.

Samaritan Society. Sunday February 8th.

Two sermons were preached at the Wesleyan Meeting House in aid of the funds of the
Good Samaritan Society, by the Rev. Samuel Hope of Burslem. £15 10s. 9d. was
collected.

The stimulating circular which notified the above sermons distributed during the
previous week thus incoherently concludes — Your committee in the name of the Great
God, his Son our Saviour and the suffering poor, as well as for the sake of Christian
benevolence, in Shrewsbury, say Oh! Come and contribute your mite, and throughout the
year you will bring down upon your heads the blessings of the Shrewsbury widow,
orphan, sick poor and the miserable and no doubt will shut their dying eyes to this world
with blessing you before men, and open them in the climes of glory and publish your
charity to listening angels.

[fo. 23r] [IMG_8807]

Wesleyan School.

A handbill circulated by the committee of Coleham School stating that ‘accomodation is
provided there for the express purpose of teaching to read and write grown up men and
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women on Sunday whose feelings will not be hurt by being placed by the side of a child.’
This handbill is badly worded and appears quite unnecessary. February 9 1829.

Elocution. Wednesday February 11.
A Mr Pemberton delivered a series of original poetic delineations and illustrations of
character, scenic, incident, passion &c in the Town Hall.

Amott’s Concert.
Mr Amott’s concert was better attended than the last, and the selection of music &c gave
greater satisfaction. February 13th.

House of Industry. Monday February 16th.

An election for a chaplain at the House of Industry took place this morning, candidates
Rev. Humphrey Sandford and J. J. James, the former seven in minority although he had
been chaplain for many years previous to the late temporary breaking up of the House.

St. Julian’s Church. Sunday February 22.

A sermon was preached in Saint Julian’s church by the Venerable Archdeacon Bather and
a collection made for defraying the expenses of fitting up that church for the *Free
Evening service’. The preacher selected his text from [blank]. In the introduction of his
sermon he proceeded very briefly to show that the minister of the Gospel is an
ambassador of Christ, and that Christ should be preached to the people of his charge so
that they might obtain Salvation. After his preliminary remarks he remarked

First, on the office of a Christian minister and the principles by which he must be
actuated and directed, which he proved from their ministry being of divine origin. 2ndly
[fo. 23v] [IMG_8808] as being to him responsible. 3. That the special nature of a
minister’s work indicated by Saint Paul’s description in the text. 4. But let it not be
thought that high as the office is and weak as are the workmen, the work may not be
done.

Secondly, The text explains how the ministerial work is to be regarded and used by
the people. 1. It ought to be considered as a high and mighty privilege. 2. If itis a
privilege let men avail themselves of it as such. 3.The special rule then which men owe to
ministers. 4. Saint Paul says we should know them which labour among you and are over
you in the Lord, and admonish you and should esteem them very highly for their work’s
sake.

In conclusion the Rev. preacher with much animation asserted that “his aim had been
to magnify his office and however thankful ministers might feel in proportion as they met
with a kind acceptance from their hearers, our desire is that you should know how to
value not the preacher but the word, not the ambassador but the embassy, and that whilst
it was from the purest motives that we have offered our services for those who are not so
well provided with the benefits of instruction, and as this privilege offered does seem to
be valued from the attendance shown, the preacher could not affront his hearers by a
formal appeal to their charity, for the purpose of aiding the expenses necessarily incurred,
and so long as ye are willing to accept of our services, so long shall we be ready to
administer them, and trusting in Him from whom all good counsels flow, | would commit
you to God and to the word of his Grace.’

The collection amounted to £ [blank].

The whole sum expended in lighting up this church &c for the evening service
amounted to £130. The parish have advanced £30.
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[fo. 24r] [IMG_8809]

Roman Catholics.

Upwards of 2,000 persons put their names to a petition in our town praying that no further
political power might be granted to the Roman Catholics. About 5,000 other names were
attached to it from various parts of the county, exclusive of those places from which
petitions have been or are in progress of being sent. February 23 1829.

Missionary Society. Tuesday February 24th.
The annual meeting of the Juvenile Missionary Society held in the vestry of Swan Hill
Meeting House. The receipts for the past year amounted to about £50.

Dr Jonathan Scott.

Not being able to prepare a memoir of our learned townsman Jonathan Scott, Esquire,
LL.D. in time to be inserted in its proper course, | have deferred recording it until the
close of the month, and to complete which | had not a little difficulty from the retired
manner in which he lived.

Died. At his residence St. John’s Row in our town February 11th 1829, Jonathan Scott,
Esquire LL.D. in his 76th year. He was the third son of Mr Jonathan Scott of Shrewsbury
by Mary daughter of Humphrey Sandford of the Isle near that town, and married his
cousin Anne daughter of the Reverend Daniel Austin, rector of Berrington, co. Salop, who
survives him, and by whom he had isssue a son, the former died young, and the latter
Anna Dorothea, married R. W. Stokes, Esquire, of London.

Dr Scott received the rudiments of his education at the Royal Free Grammar School
in his native town, which he left for India at the early age of twelve, where he continued
to reside for many years, during which time he proceeded diligently to study the
languages and history of the country, and became a captain in the Hon. East India
Company’s [fo. 25r] [IMG_8811] service; his rising abilities and meritorious conduct
soon gained him the patronage of Warren Hastings, Esquire, Governor General of Bengal
&c to whom from his excellent knowledge of the Persian language he was appointed
Persian Secretary, and was also elected a member of the Asiatic Society Calcutta.

In oriental literature in general Dr Scott was well skilled, perhaps equalled by few of
his contemporaries and has added much to the store of information respecting the
extensive Empire of Hindoostan. History was his favourite study with which in a political
and civil point of view he was well acquainted.

On his return to England for retirement, he was not allowed to remain inactive, but
was appointed oriental professor at the Royal Military and East Colleges &c and the
University of Oxford conferred upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. As an
author he will long be remembered in the following works, which he published.

1. In 1786 A translation of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan ( a nobleman of Hindoostan)
containing interesting anecdotes of the Emperor Alumgeer Aurumgzebe, and of his
successors Shaw Aulum and Jehaundar Shaw, in which are displayed the causes of the
very precipitate decline of the Mogul Empire. Quarto pp. 96.

2. In 1798 An Historical and Political view of the Decan, including a sketch of the
extent and revenue of the Mysorean Dominions, as possessed by Tippoo Sultann at the
commencement of the war in 1798. Octavo pp. 56.

This pamphlet contains an appendix preceded by a refutation of some strictures on
the accuracy of the revenue statements, and shewing the alterations which have happened
in the finance and relative condition of the Prince Tippoo in consequence of the Partition
Treaty concluded in 1792, and subsequently to the time when the pamphlet was
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published.

[fo. 26r] [IMG_8813]

3. 1794 Translation of ‘Ferishtas’s History of Dekkan; from the first Mahummedan
Conquests, with a continuation from other native writers of the events in that part of
India, to the reduction of its last monarchs by the Emperor Aulumgeer Aurumgzebe. Also
the reigns of his successors in the Empire of Hindoostan to the period of publication. With
the History of Bengal from the accession of Aliverdee Khan to the year 1780. 2 vols.
quarto, pp. 411, 461.

This work contains several notes shewing the history and manners of the natives and
illustrating foreign customs and uncommon names.

4 1799 Bahar Danush or Garden of Knowledge, an oriental romance translated from
the persic of Einaint Oolah. 3 vols. Octavo.

5. In 1800 Tales, anecdotes and letters from the Arabic and Persian, octavo, pp. 446.

6. In 1811 He published in 6 vols The Arabian Nights Entertainments, carefully revised
and corrected from the Arabic, to which he added a selection of new tales, then first
translated from the Arabic originals. To these volumes Dr Scott prefixed a copious
introduction, interspersed by many valuable notes, illustrative of the religion, manners
and customs of the Mahummedans.

Dr Scott was a gentleman possessed of a disposition the most kind and generous,
quite retired in his habits and unostentatious in his manners, whilst his extreme modesty
in reference to his literary productions and mental endowments was remarkable, though
he was most ready on all occasions to foster and encourage the dawn of rising talent in
others, and his townsman the present Professor of Arabic in the University of Cambridge,
is known to have participated in his valuable instructions.

He was warmly attached to the Church of England and adorned the doctrines which
he professed by the kind and efficient aid he afforded to every deserving object. Not
withstanding the effects [fo. 27r] [IMG_8815] of a long residence in an eastern clime,
laborious study and a protracted life had considerably enfeebled him, yet the energies of
his powerful mind remained to the last unimpaired, and when the tender thread of his
mortal career was broken, he was gathered to his fathers, as a shock of corn to the garner
fully ripe, ripe indeed for that glory of which it hath not entered into the heart of man
adequately to conceive.

His remains were interred in the Bishop’s chancel of old St. Chad’s church,
Shrewsbury, near those of his parents and on the site formerly occupied by the handsome
altar tomb in memory of Speaker Onslow, removed some time since to the Abbey Church
in our town.

Dr Scott had four brothers and one sister, John, Richard, Henry, Foliott and
Dorothea. Three of the brothers entered early in the Honourable East India Company’s
service, John the eldest attained to the rank of major and interested himself much in the
celebrated trial of Warren Hastings, Esquire. On succeding to some extensive estates he
took the name of Waring, and died in 18109.

Richard entered the service as a cadet in the year 1768, attained the rank of lieutenant
colonel and retired on full pay in 1797. In the course of his servitude he distinguished
himself under the renowned Lieut. Gen. Sir Eyre Coote, K.B., in the war with Hyder Ali
Khan and under the Marquess Cornwallis in the war with Tippoo Sultann.

Henry Scott, Esquire, of Beslow, Co. Salop, the only survivor of the brothers and
who also held a distinguished situation in the Bengal establishment, proposed about three
years ago to publish the military memoirs & different campaigns of Lieut. Col. Richard
Scott from a journal which he kept from his arrival in Bengal to the year 1793 and it is to
be regretted that this proposition not meeting with sufficient encouragement has been
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relinquished and we are [fo. 28r] [IMG_8817] consequently deprived of much valuable
information respecting the public events of the warfare with the French, Dutch, Hyder
Ali, the Mahratta States and Tippoo Sultann.

Foliott was a mercer in London and with this sister Dorothea, who married Mr
Stokes, father of Dr. Scott’s son in law, have been several years deceased. Henry Pidgeon.

[fo. 24v] [IMG_8810]
The degree of Dr of Laws was conferred on Dr Scott June 26th 1805. Dr Scott was also a
member of the Corporation of Shrewsbury for many years.

[fo. 25v] [IMG_8812]
Dr Scott’s translation of the Arabian Nights is considered by far the best yet published.

[fo. 26v] [IMG_8814]
The father of Dr Scott was descended from a younger son of the Scotts of Betton. He was
married April 1 1746 and died in 1788 aged 56. His wife died November 19th 1766.

[fo. 27v] [IMG_8816]

This memoir of Dr Scott was sent by H. Pidgeon to the Gentleman’s Magazine and
published in the number for May, from which it was extracted into the Salopian Journal,
Shrewsbury Chronicle and other papers.

[fo. 28r] [IMG_8817]
March 1829

Rev. J. E. Compson Saint Chads Day.
There was quite a colloquial hubbub in our town this day owing to the Rev. J. E.
Compson the vicar of Saint Chads and secretary of the Brunswick Club, having voted for
Mr. Peel at the Oxford election; this circumstance has now rendered Mr. Compson quite
obnoxious to his parishioners, which it is to be feared a life residence among them will
not remove — especially since he asserted at the dinner of the ‘Brunswick Club’, that “As
the Minister of a populous parish he thought it his duty to further an institution intended
to support the Protestant establishment, and that if a man was a Protestant it was at this
crisis he ought to step forward manfully in support of the Protestant constitution of his
country”.

Much party spirit has been manifested in our town thus far in the discussion of the all
engrossing Catholic question.
[fo. 27v]

Mr Compson resigned his situation in the Brunswick Club, March 30th.

Penitentiary. Tuesday March 3rd.
A meeting of the committee of the Shrewsbury Penitentiary Society held in the vestry of
Saint Julian’s Church.

Baptist Property. March 3rd.

The property situated in the Stillyard, Sextry, or Golden Cross ‘shut’ belonging to the
Baptist society in this town put up for sale by auction. This society has recently purchased
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[fo. 29r] [IMG_8819] the old timber building adjoining their meeting house for the
purpose of future enlargement. The purchase money was £670.

March 6th. Estimates for building a church and a meeting house in this town advertized
[sic] for in the Shrewsbury Chronicle.

[fo. 28v] [IMG_8818]

Baptists.

In the month of April a circular addressed “To the friends of religion in general, but
especially to the Baptist Church and congregation meeting in Claremont Street” was
distributed, urging ‘each one to give according to their ability’, that the debt of the
annexed purchase might be liquidated.

[fo. 29r cont]

Assessed Taxes.

A petition presented in the House of Lords from the Mayor and the Corporation of Salop
praying for a repeal of the assessed taxes, particularly for the house and window tax.
March 6th 1829.

Baptist Missions. Sunday March 8th.
Two sermons were preached in the Baptist meeting house, by the Rev. W. Hawking M.A.
of Derby, in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society.

These missions hold a prominent station in the East and West Indies. The collection
was made up £25.

Old Mansion, Under the Wyle

The habitations of our ancestors as well as the edifices which they raised for the purpose
of religious worship are deserving of our notice whether viewed as remains of art, or
monuments of their ingenuity and labour, and we cannot but grieve when we see them
gradually disappearing around us for the purpose of modern improvement.

I was led to the foregoing remark by observing workmen busily employed in taking
down the ancient timber mansion adjoining the English Bridge, which had long been in a
very dilapidated state.

The building is considered but erroneously to have been erected by William Jones an
alderman and opulent draper of the town, and father of Thomas Jones Esquire six times
Bailiff and first Mayor of Shrewsbury. It came into the Jones’s family by purchase having
been built by William Weale, a member of the Drapers Company, about the middle of the
16 century. The building is spacious, but rude, its exterior [fo. 30r] [IMG_8820] unlike
the generality of our ancient mansions being void of the usual carved ornaments,
grotesque heads etc.

The entrance from the street was by a remarkably low archway, which leads to a
small area surrounded by the house and its former appendages and forms a
communication to a few smaller buildings adjoining the river side, which were doubtless
the warehouses of the original occupier of the house.

A portion of the great chamber of withdrawing room is now seen to great advantage
from the wainscott [sic] by which it was divided being removed. The ceiling is handsome
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and adorned with a variety of devices, and formerly by armorial bearings but these have
been removed, or destroyed some years. The chimney piece is large and displays some
grotesque carving, this with the other principal apartments of the house fronted the street.
On a pannel [sic] under the gable of the entrance into what appears from the large
fire place and other circumstances in the interior to have been the kitchen — is inscribed

[sketch of shield shaped date stone 1575 W W A]

Mr. James Sayer Junior has made a very correct and neat drawing of the house and
its appendages, which I should mention are divided into several small dwellings, the
property of Mr William Hazledine Ironmaster. March 12th 18209.

[fo. 28v]
Old Mansion Wyle Cop
In taking down this mansion, 3 pannels [sic] were discovered in the oak wainscotting, one
containing the family arms and the other two the births of the children.

The arms were Weale, impaling Chambre and the date underneath July 12th 1569.

It would appear then that the person who erected the premises was William Weale
(son of William Weale by Eleanor daughter of John Kerry of Aston) who married Anne
daughter of Richard Chambre of Petton and was buried July 23rd 1587.

A view and description of the mansion, sent by H. Pidgeon, was published in the
Gentleman’s Magazine for December 1829.

[fo. 30r cont.]

Millingtons [sic] Hospital.

A skeleton found in a garden adjoining Millington’s hospital — from the skeletons and
bones previously dug up here, and its designation to this day — ‘Chapel Yard’ — the
ground undoubtedly formed a portion of the cemetery attached to Cadogan Chapel.
March 16 1829.

Equestrians. Adam’s company of equestrians have commenced performing at the circus.
16th.

[fo. 31r] [IMG_8821]

Surgical lectures. March 17th 18209.

A course of lectures on “anatomy, physiology and surgery’ commenced by Mr. William
Clement Junior and Dr. Webster in the masonic room at the Fox Inn.

Lent Assizes. Wednesday March 18th.
The High Sheriff John Kynaston Mainwaring Esquire, was accompanied into town by a
cavalcade of nearly 500 of his friends and tenantry, and who accompanied him to meet
the Judges of Assize Sir James Allan Park Knight and Sir James Parke Knight. The
commission was opened about seven o’clock.

On Thursday the judges attended St. Chads Church where the Rev. Edward
Duncombe of Aldborough, co. York, (the High Sheriff’s brother in law) preached a truly
eloquent sermon from 2 Chap. Phillipians 15 and 16 Verses in which he most
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energetically set forth the necessity of good example, and which Sir Alan Parke highly
complimented in his address to the Grand Jury.

The attendance at church was very small.

The calendar contains the names of 48 prisoners. The business at Nisi Prius was
unusually small, and remarkable when compared with former years, and the great number
of important cases which have of late been tried at our Assizes. 13 causes only were
entered, eleven of which were disposed of this evening. Thursday 19 March.

Sacred music. Friday March 20th.

A selection of sacred music chiefly from the Messiah was performed in the Abbey
Church this morning, attended by a fashionable company of ladies and gentlemen to the
number of about one hundred.

The principal instrumental performers were Mr. Shargoll, Leader, Messrs. Jackson
and Brown from the Liverpool Concerts; the vocalists were Miss Symonds, Mr. Williams
and Messrs. Shelton and Holloway of Worcester, Mr. Amott, organist of the church
conductor. The performances vocal [fo. 32r] and instrumental gave the highest
satisfaction as well as at Mr Amott’s third concert at the Lion Rooms last night, which
was more respectably than numerously attended. After the concert at the Lion, there was a
ball under the patronage of distinguished individuals.

Physiology. March 24th
Dr Webster lectured at the masonic room on Physiology. The company was more select
than at the former one.

[fo. 33r] [IMG_8823]
Execution. April 4th.
The execution of John Evans otherwise Squire Smallman (who was convicted at our late
Assizes of having maliciously shot, with intent to kill a person named Edward Richards
of Bishop’s Castle) was delayed from the usual time of 12 o’clock until 10 minutes past
one, in expectation of a respite by the Hereford Mail. The culprit was a fine well made
man, rather more than 6 feet in height, and walked to the scaffold with a firm step, on
ascending which, he surveyed with seeming interest the vast multitudes of spectators
assembled in front of the prison; on the fatal bolt being drawn life became extinct, with
scarce a struggle.

The crowd of persons assembled to witness the awful end of this individual whose
atrocious and extensive robberies had rendered him a terror to society was larger than
upon any previous occasion of an execution.

One pound notes. April 5th.

An act of Parliament came into operation this day by which bankers are prohibited from
reissuing one pound notes. These have had an extensive circulation since the 9th March
1797.

Jews Society. Friday April 10th 1829.

A sermon was preached in Saint Chads Church in aid of the society for promoting
Christianity among the Jews, by the Rev. J. B. Cartwright M.A., from 10 Chap. Romans
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12 and 3 following Verses. The preacher in introducing his subject stated the object of his
design, and proceeded to illustrate the passage he had selected for his text, detailing many
circumstances relating to the Jews.

The collection amounted to £13 12s. 6%d., the congregation was extremely small.

Easter Sunday. Sunday April 19th
Being Easter, the Mayor and body corporate attended as usual Saint Chad’s Church where
the vicar preached an uninteresting sermon.

[fo. 34r] [IMG_8824]

Brunswick Club. April 29th. A meeting of the members of the Brunswick club (held at
the Lion) convened to consider the best manner of showing their approbation of the
conduct of our county members in reference to their votes in the House of Commons on
the Catholic question. It was unanimously resolved “To give them a public dinner, at such
time as may be most convenient to themselves’ and that Lord Kenyon also be invited.

The weather. This month has presented every variety of weather, we have had storms of
thunder, lightening, [sic] hail, rain, snow, wind and combined hurricanes. This has
considerably retarded vegetation and rendered the *Spring’ according to aged persons one
of the most backward within their memory — in fact, vegetation is much behind, the
hedges and trees leafless, and the general face of nature (at this generally bright season of
the year) bears quite a desolate appearance.

On the 24th there was a heavy fall of snow, and throughout the day of the 28th a most
tempestuous wind prevailed, which turned a waggon [sic] heavily laden on Mardol Quay
completely round. April 30" 1829

[fo. 35r] [IMG_8825]

Castle Foregate Church. On the 4th of May workmen under Mr. Joseph Birch, builder
commenced laying the ground out for the erection of a new church in the Castle Foregate,
and on the 12th the foundation of brick was began. The land was purchased by the parish
in March, and comprises one acre. May 13th.

Royal Academy. | am credibly informed that the exhibition this year at Somerset House
far exceeds many of its predecessors in the display of paintings. But the local interest
excited in our minds as Salopians in former years, by the names and productions of the
Messrs. Carlines and Mr. Corbett in this splendid collection of the works of art met with
a disappointment on the present occasion, we are gratified however to find that our native
artist Mr. Philip Browne, has again employed his pencil with much advantage in a truly
rural ‘Scene at Uffington, gleaners returning, Shrewsbury in the distance;” “*View of
Snowdon, and the lake near Capel Curig’; ‘Cottage on the summit of Haughmond Hill’,
including a portion of the plain of Shropshire, bounded by Shrewsbury and its aspiring
steeples, with the blue mountains of Cambria in the distance. These display throughout
the most fertile imagination, and may be considered as some of Mr. Browne’s happiest
productions.

St Chad’s schools
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In the course of the past week the reports of St Chad’s Girls School and the Boys Sunday
School have been circulated.

The former has nothing interesting excepting that it represents the school in a
prosperous condition and that 191 children are receiving daily instruction. The receipts
for the year ending 2 February is £126 14s. 11d. and the disbursements £120 12s. 0d.,
balance in hand £6 2s. 11d.

[fo. 36r] [IMG_8827]

The report of the Boys School from Xmas 1827 to 1828 states that although this
school has been in existence upwards of twenty years, no regular report of its internal
management, funds etc has been laid before the public. The number of boys are about
200, to whom a pair of shoes or stockings or suitable books are given once a year to those
whose good conduct and regular attendance merit a reward. | annex a statement of
receipts and disbursements

[fo. 35v]
St Chad’s Boy’s Sunday School
Receipts [disbursements]
Subscriptions and Shoes and stockings £39 16s. 10%d.
donations with Books £4 8s. 6d.
share £60 6s. 8d. | Stationary £2 0s. 5d.
of the annual
sermon
Coals and candles £2 9s. 7%d.
Years rent £8 10s. 0d.
Sundries £3 1s. 3d.
[£60 6s. 8d.] £60 6s. 8d.

[fo. 36r cont.]

On Sunday May 10th two sermons were preached in aid of these schools at St Chad’s
church, that in the morning by the Revd. Edmund Egremont M. A., vicar of Wroxeter and
in the afternoon by the Rev. C. Bury, curate of Saint Chads.

The discourse of Mr Egremont was truly excellent and appropriate and founded on
the 1 Peter 3 Ch. 15 ver. ‘Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.’

The speaker commenced by stating that every age has its fashionable mode of
thinking, consequently public opinion has considerable effect. Hence the most
enlightened ages have been disgraced by absurdities and we can now only wonder how
they could have been so stupid as to have practised them. It is indeed easy to detect the
prejudices in others, but it is not so easy to detect the errors of those among whom we
live. We despise the errors of Popery and wonder at the force of idolatory. But our own
age has errors and prejudices of its own how little we may suspect them, and the wisest
man is he who suspects himself the most and catechises his own character.

It is a fact however that the most enlightened part of the community to which we
belong have come to the conclusion that the poor must be educated. It is indeed a national
voice - yea the voice of the congregation.

In education errors have existed, as opinions have varied [fo. 36v] [IMG_8828]
some, by teaching outward moral lessons, neglect the duty of faith. As Christians and
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members of the Church of England it will not be difficult for us to determine what are the
objects of national education the Bible says in the words of the text (quote) — how simple
this is, here we have a faith set before us and the means of general education should be to
furnish this reason.

He then shewed what kind of reasons a poor man may be enabled to give of the Hope
that lies within him, from which he deduced that external evidence might be taught to the
poor in as light a degree as possible, for the poor man must have his evidence in the Bible
itself, and this may be done by the fulfillment of prophecy and the suitableness of the
Christian religion to the wants and necessaries of man.

He proved that there was no difficulty in impressing upon the minds of children
explanations of the prophecies, but let it be done signifying that it is the Lord of all who
can ordain the fulfillment of them. Such arguments are simple and easily to be
communicated. They are weapons which every Christian ought to carry about him and it
IS probable that these weapons will be more needful in the generation that is to come. We
should also endeavour to lead to that faith which the Gospel unfolds. The doctrine of our
religion should be impressed forcibly and practically, for if man be not desperately fallen,
what need has he of a saviour. If we teach morality only, there must be but little amiss
with human nature, and it follows that there is but little to be done. We must impress that
it is by faith he is saved and then Christianity will be seen as one beautiful whole.

These doctrine must be applied practically. Nothing can be more absurd than to lay
down a few barren precepts. The Heathens can do this, it is very well to urge a ‘fear to
God, honour the king and love the brotherhood’ but what use will this be if cast upon dry
and barren ground. Man was not created in virtue: he was a sinner from the beginning.
We must therefore [fo. 37r] [IMG_8829] seek to convince men practically the soul must
be harrowed up and it is only thus that he can be brought to see a hatred of sin. Now, one
of the best evidences of true religion is when a man feels its influence on his own heart
and led to exclaim in Holy language, once | was blind but now I see, once | knew not God
but now I feel that he is gracious, once I lived in evil, but now I have been taught to hate
all evil and to cleave to that which is good, he that thus thinks may have a confidence that
he has the testimony of that hope within him, a hope which cannot be ashamed, but this
hope cannot be taught by a dependence on creeds and formularies, nor can we make man
feel or profit by the influences of religion until he feels it at the heart (quote text).

To inculcate these means is the only legitimate form of national education.

It is however vain to enlighten the heart of man without making him feel the power
of, and the principles of Christianity and as we are bound to instruct the best means of
instruction is to amend and enlighten the heart or in the words of the text to give a reason
etc.

Let the truth be diligently taught in the understanding let it come to the heart, for
although in the days of darkness less evil might be apprehended generally we must now
be alive. Moral instruction will not prevent the evil, in our days general education is a
new ingredient in Society. We must expect a shock soon and whatever is not surely built,
will not, cannot sustain it, irreligion, blasphemy and corrupted opinions may prevail for a
season, but they cannot sustain the overpowering principles of faith and love.

Be you then examples of those principles that you would impart to the poor, prove by
your words and deeds that inward spiritual religion possesses your own soul, many eyes
are upon you, Oh may it never be said that while you are contributing to the instructions
of others, you are living an example contrary to the commands of God. In a neat modest
appeal to the liberality [fo. 37v] [IMG_8830] of his hearers he said that if but one of the
children now before you shall by your kindness this day be enabled ‘to give a reason of
the hope that is in him, you will have abundant occasion to glorify God.
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The Collection amounted to £31 4s. 5Y%d.

In the afternoon the Revd Charles Bury preached from the 22 verse of the 14 ch of St
Luke, ‘yet there is room’.

Our admired curate commenced by stating that the cause of the everlasting gospel is
not the cause of man, but the cause of God, who overrules all events, and proceeded to
show the nature of the command, how the words of the text were connected, and what the
gospel is, and that faith and justification through Christ is the keystone of our salvation.
Leave this out of preaching and all is cheerless and hopeless.

2.  What deductions may be drawn from a (partial) fulfillment of the command.
3. The application to our present purpose.

In this application the preacher remarked that the progression of knowledge is
happiness and that instruction to be practically useful; must have a direct reference to the
habits of the poor, and whilst the knowledge to be employed is to be such as will direct
them to their creator and to cultivate all the graces of the Holy Spirit, and if
‘righteousness exalteth a nation’, it is of vital importance that the education of the poor
should be not only religious but altogether so, and if the great of our land would only look
to the education of the poor, what beneficial results would under the divine blessing be
the consequence?

In conclusion he stated the nature of the school he pleading for, and forcibly appealed
to the hearts of his hearers for increased liberality, that as they appreciate the blessings of
education, and the comforts of religion under out national church, let it not be said at the
great Day that one of these little ones by your neglect have perished.

The collection was £26 7s. 6d. making a total of £56 14s. 7%d.

[fo. 38r] [IMG_8831]
Court Leet. Saturday May 17th 1829
At a Court Leet held in the Town Hall this morning a complaint was made that Mr.
Hazledine had removed a flight of steps which formed a communication from the
Western end of the English Bridge towards the castle. The Steward (Jos. Loxdale Esqg.),
after the jury had been sworn, said that some arrangements had been made by the Mayor
and himself that would have the road and steps renewed and he should, therefore, adjourn
the Court until 16th of June when the Jury etc would have further information on the
subject.

Many of our townsmen were much excited by this removal of the steps and it is some
years since a Jury had been sworn at a Court Leet which was fully proved by only one
attending of those who had been summoned.

St. Mary’s Church
The two large triple lancet windows in the North and South Transepts of St. Mary’s
Church were filled in the course of the past and present week with upwards of 400 feet of
stained glass which for brilliancy and harmony of colours, beauty of design and exquisite
workmanship, are certainly unequalled and may be considered as some of the finest
specimens of the art in the Kingdom, whilst the execution in general reflects the greatest
credit on our townsman, Mr. David Evans.

The windows are of ornamental design and though different from each other in
pattern, display a style purely antique.

The centre of the middle lancet in the North Transept contains the arms of that great,
good and pious Prince, George the Third (whose memory will ever live in the hearts of
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Englishmen) originally placed in the South Transept windows, above which is the figure
of the Virgin Mary and beneath St. Andrew.

The dexter lancet has the figures of Saint Philip [fo. 39r] [IMG_8833] St.
Bartholomew and St. James the son of Zebedee, and the sinister with St. Simon, St.
Thomas and St. Matthias. At the foot of the window is inscribed in Roman capitals,
‘Joannes Brickdale Blakeway A.M., Huius Ecclesia Judex Officialis et Minister Insignia
Regia P.C. Anno MDCCCXX Reliquam Fenestrae Partem Exornavit Eius Vidua M.E.B.
Anno MDCCCXXX’

The central light of the South Transept window is occupied by the figures of Our
Saviour, St. James, the son of Alpheus, and St. Thadeus; in the dexter are those of St.
Matthew the Evangelist, St. Paul and St. Mark the Evangelist, and in the sinister those of
St. John the Evangelist, St. Peter and St. Luke. Underneath is this inscription:

Gulielmus Gorsuch Rowland A.M. Huius Ecceslia Judex Officialis et Minister Hanc
Fenestrum Faciendam Curavit Anno 1829

The effect produced by this rich collection of glass is astonishing whilst ‘the dim religious
light” which is shed around cannot fail of raising where there is the least spark of
susceptibility the noblest associations of piety and devotion, whilst the impressiveness of
character which it has imparted or rather increased, bespeaks at once the sacred purpose
of the place as the House of Prayer.

Nor should I omit to mention that this splendid improvement to the sacred fabric,
which has already excited the admiration of all who have witnessed its effect was
accompanied under the superintendence and partly at the expense of the Rev. William
Gorsuch Rowland, whose taste and munificence in the appropriate decoration of others of
our ancient edifices, has endeared him to every true Salopian.

I should have mentioned that the figures are full length within ovals and at the foot of
each is a small label with the name in Latin. Saturday evening May 23rd 1829

[fo. 38v] [IMG_8832]

St. Mary’s

The removal of the Arms of George the Third I have noticed in a former volume and the
inscription is recorded in the History of Shrewsbury Vol Il page [blank].

[fo. 40r] [IMG_8835]

National Schools. Sunday May 24th

The Mayor etc as usual accompanied the President of the National Schools, the Venerable
Archdeacon Butler, and a few other gentlemen and friends of the Charity to the Abbey
church where the Rev. Charles Drury M.A., F.S.A., preached a sermon in aid of its funds
from the 1 Peter, 4 chap 10 verse. The preacher proceeded to shew how the Peace of God
was applied by the Apostle in the text - its gift to Man and the variety of gifts bestowed in
ancient times by the inspiration of God and that the influences of the Spirit operate
variously in different men.

After glancing at other gifts which are to be used to the best advantage for the
benefits of our fellow creatures, he inculcated the necessity of bestowing the gift of
education upon an increasing population which would otherwise grow up in ignorance,
for the days of Virtue and Religion resting on early habit, if they ever did exist, it is to be
feared have gone by, - since we find that the proportion of persons convicted of vice
appear to have been devoid of even the elements of instruction.
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He then adverted to the origin and nature of the great public seminaries of learning
which he said were founded when there was a great dearth of learning in the land by
private individuals and sometimes by the munificence of Princes. *An institution of this
nature, and one of splendid utility and fame is in the place that you inhabit.” But as we
have to do with providing in our day for the education of the poorer classes of society, the
preacher stated some of the grounds on which he considered these occasions as
particularly applicable to apply our stewardship and enforce the general rule of the text.
He urged the duty of visiting the schools by which an excitation would be created in the
minds of the scholars and their parents and that, instead of citing passages of Scripture to
enforce Christian benevolence, he was sure it would be only necessary to impress on his
hearers the example of our Saviour, who went about doing good, and concluded in the
prayer for the Collect of the day.

[fo. 39v] [IMG_8834]

The report of the National Schools recently circulated shows that the sum of £260
19s. 6d. has been expended during the year ended Lady Day last in the education of 122
boys and 112 girls leaving a balance of £81 9s. 10d. in the hands of the Treasurer.

The collection after the annexed sermon and the delivery again in the evening at
Saint Julian’s, amounted to £49 10s. 3d, the least for many years.

[fo. 41r] [IMG_8836]

[no heading]

The anniversary of the Restoration of Charles the Second was observed by a peal on Saint
Chad’s bells at the early hour of six a.m. The Union Flag was also hoisted on the steeple.

Cavalry. Monday June 1st

The Shrewsbury Yeomanry Cavalry joined by a troop from Ludlow and a troop from
Wellington have been exercising in our town during the past week under the command of
Lord Clive. Their ‘grand field day’ took place this day when a large number of spectators
were attracted to the ground to witness their various evolutions. Three of the Shrewsbury
troops have been disbanded so that their number is now only four and the Corps called the
South Salopian Regiment.

Free Schools
The Library room at our Royal Free Grammar School under a state of improvement.

The Welsh Web Trade

The Webb trade, which was formerly held in this town to a considerable extent, has for
the last two or three years rapidly declined in consequence of a very opulent merchant in
Liverpool who used to purchase those goods in Shrewsbury, having employed two agents
to buy in Dolgelly and which they are enabled to do upon as good terms as at any of the
Shrewsbury houses. The advantages from this must be great to the Liverpool merchant by
having the goods direct from the manufacturers and forwarded by way of Barmouth or
Chester to Liverpool instead of being sold as heretofore in [fo. 42r] [IMG_8837]
Shrewsbury. This circumstance alone has seriously affected the loading and carriers from
here to Chester from whom it can be proved that a less quantity of cloth has been sent
from this town during the past year than was ever known.

Whitsunday Sunday June 7th

Being Whitsunday, the annual anthem was sung in St. Chad’s Church and a sermon
preached from 20 chap Acts 24 verse but which had no connection whatever with the
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beautiful words of the text which the Vicar had evidently prefixed to one of Sherlock’s
discourses.

Whilst on this subject I remark that the Vicar of St. Chad’s appears to have but a
superficial knowledge of Divinity; his preaching excites but little attention and it is to be
feared makes less impression on the hearts and consciences of his hearers.

Hay Harvest

The fineness of the weather since the commencement of May has surprisingly forwarded
the retarded vegetation; the meadow lands owing to the extreme heat are much injured
which has compelled many to commence the hay harvest thus early in order to secure
their crops from going worse. June 11th

Shelton Oak

The venerable Shelton oak, so prided by Salopians for the tradition connected therewith,
this year displays an unusual abundance of the most luxurious foliage and,
notwithstanding the wintry winds, have much injured the lofty branches of this aged
warrior of the ‘stormy blast’ yet we may truly say in reference to it, that

The Spring finds thee not less alive to her sweet force
Than the young upstarts of the neighbouring woods
So much thy juniors, who their birth received
Half a millennium since the date of thine!
June 12th

[fo. 43r] [IMG_8838]

Court Leet. Tuesday June 16th

The Court Leet, ordered to be held this day respecting the stopping up of a road at the
N.W. end of the English Bridge, was further adjourned to August.

Bellstone

Mr. Hazledine, having modernized the interior and exterior of the ancient mansion in
Barker Street, called Bellstone, has been again the cause of the removal of the large stone
from whence the house is supposed to have derived its name and which is now placed on
a small grass plot leading to the entrance. Mr. Hazledine’s attention shows but little taste
for the antique and exhibits much incongruity of style. June 17th

The Flannel Trade

It has been a matter of surprise to many why our ancient capital should be permitted to
retain so little of the commercial importance which the Web and Flannel Trade would
otherwise attach to it and for which commodities the place scarce thirty years since was
considered the general mart, whilst a neighbouring town not one fourth in size, inferior
also in point of locality of situation and consequent competition in buyers, should so
easily have obtained possession and thereby realize all the advantages which the trade and
extensive sales of course connect. In the Shrewsbury Chronicle of this day (June 19th) I
endeavoured to set before my fellow townsmen the practicability of regaining this
important advantage which the late several authors of the history of our town assert in
their invaluable work ‘was the means of raising many families who now shine in the
foremost ranks of our gentry,” and to show the advantages which the manufacturers
would derive and the benefits that would be conferred on the town at large.
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I shall only in this place remark that at a recent meeting [fo. 44r] [IMG_8839] of the
manufacturers held at Newtown it was their unanimous wish to remove the market from
Welshpool to Shrewsbury for want of greater competition, to consummate which it only
remains for the Drapers, if they study their own interests and that of the town, to be
unanimous in appointing a time when the change shall commence, but if the present
favourable opportunity is allowed to pass and the trade allowed to go exclusively into the
hands of the Manchester houses, as certainly it will if our Drapers do not exert
themselves, we as Salopians may bid farewell to the mart so far as our town is concerned
for ever. See letter June 19th 1829.

Shrewsbury Show. June 22nd 1829
This day being the anniversary on which our ancient pageant and show is celebrated, is
generally looked forward to by Salopians with anxious desire for fair weather. The
morning however was anything but fine and several showers served to cast a damp over
the necessary preliminaries for the occasion and though the melody of the bells from our
several churches about 12 o’clock excited some animation, yet rain it would.
Notwithstanding this the several Companies began to assemble in their usual stations
and proceeded at one to the Castle from whence they passed along Pride Hill and Mardol,
which were unusually thronged with spectators, towards Kingsland in the following
order:

Master & apprentice Shoemakers Master & apprentice Builders
Master & apprentice Tailors Masters of the Corn, Bretheren [sic] of
Master & apprentice Butchers Sadlers etc. Apprentice Hatters

The general effect of the procession was much injured by the many umberellas [sic]
which the drizzling rain put into requisition. In short, if this celebration of our ancient
custom was inferior to that of last year in the number of the Companies and tradesmen
which went in procession, it was in some degree compensated by the addition of several
new flags and the [fo. 45r] [IMG_8840] respectable appearance of the United Companies
of Painters, Sadlers etc. etc., 24 of whom went on horseback booted and spurred preceded
by a beautiful new flag on which were emblazoned the armorial quarterings of the
Company with the mottos Verbum Domina Manet in Aeternum, Hold Fast, Sit Sure. The
minor attraction of Jobson and Nell disused for many years, excited much amusement
among the spectators by their well affected quarrelsome humours and which preceded the
apprentices of the Gentle Craft. The other parts of the procession were similar to last year
and which I have more fully detailed in another place.

The company on Kingsland was neither so numerous or respectable as that of last
year owing perhaps to the unsettled state of the weather. The utmost hospitality and
harmony prevailed in the arbours and was undisturbed until the Mayor’s visit to the
Builders, when it appeared that some of that Company, after providing a handsome treat
for the Mayor etc., took affront because he did not honour them with his presence earlier
than half past seven, in explanation of this he stated (and was confirmed by Mr. Alderman
Tudor) that it being customary to visit the Builders last; but before he visited any of the
others he took the opinion of those gentlemen he had invited and the proposition being
negatived, he had no alternative but to proceed according to the accustomed rule. This
however, did not seem to satisfy and the Mayor, after inviting those who flocked around
him during the distribution of the ‘good things’, to accompany him through Coleham and
after waiting at the extremity of Kingsland for some time, was deserted by his attendants
and left to pass through the fields and over the boat in company of the writer of this and
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two other friends! | should have stated above that about 30 gentlemen accompanied the
Mayor to Kingsland.

[fo. 46r] [IMG_8841]
Company of Mercers &c. Tuesday June 23rd.
The United Company of Mercers, Grocers, &c had their annual dinner at the Lion Inn.
At their usual meeting yesterday in the Guild Hall the sum of £10 was voted towards the
new church now erecting in the Castle Foregate.

A very warm discussion took place respecting the vote of two guineas to the ‘Good
Samaritan Society’, which was carried by a majority of 19 against 8, about 10 remained
neuter.

Archdeacon Bather’s Primary Visitation. June 23rd.

The Venerable Archdeacon Bather held his primary visitation in St. Chad’s church, the
Rev. G. Cunliffe, rector of Petton, preached a most excellent and appropriate sermon
from 1 Corinthians 4 chap. 2 verse. ‘It is required in stewards that a man be found
faithful’.

The preacher proceeded to show that our Lord having finished the work he had to do,
delegated to his disciples the commission to go and preach the Gospel throughout the
world, under the promise that he would be with them, with which they went, influenced
by the most zealous motives, which the history of the first churches will fully corroborate,
whilst their conduct was agreeable to the command of their Master. Their labours became
more a matter of necessity than a matter of choice, the neglect of which would bring upon
them shame and disgrace. In short, such was their zeal that neither present suffering or
future death could deter them from prosecuting their arduous work.

The Apostles also were careful to preach the Gospel as it was delivered unto them,
theirs was no cunningly devised fables for they preached not according to man’s wisdom,
and the account of their labours has been handed down as a guide to the ministry of the
Christian Church, which doctrines are to be the manner and substance of every minister’s
preaching, and though the ministers [fo. 47r] [IMG_8842] of the present age are not
compelled to prove their ministry by signs and wonders, yet they are not the less
stewards, and bound to proclaim the Gospel in its purity, whilst we earnestly contend for
the faith as once delivered, and this faith is Christ, for the Church of England calls on her
children to rest their belief on the words of Scripture, and her ministers engage to preach
the Gospel as it is in Jesus. The Christian preacher can be at no loss from whence to
derive his subject, having the Scripture and the Articles of our Church which are the echo
of Scripture, from whence to draw the waters of life. But let him beware how he treats of
the truth, not having an eye to a momentary popularity, for in the name of Christ they
were placed in his hands, therefore let him beware how he uses them.

Having thus shown the caution contained in the text the reverend preacher concluded,
by enforcing the necessity of a good example, being set by Christian ministers, being as
‘beacons set upon a hill, and in proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation he shewed the
great importance of the work and the awful responsibility of having the souls of many in
charge, the due consideration of which he trusted would serve to increase a greater zeal
and co-operation in the work of the ministry. Whilst he prayed God that there might ever
exist a communication of holy confidence between the teachers of religion and those to
whom they ministered.

The Charge. The Venerable Archdeacon in this his primary charge, passed a lengthy and
high encomium on his late, ever to be revered predecessor ‘whose active services (he

175



HENRY PIDGEON

said) and diligent attention to the duties of his office he was informed before he accepted
of the office would leave him but little to do, to this indeed he could bear [fo. 48r]
[IMG_8843] testimony, since he had in his possession much valuable information on the
precise state of all the churches within his jurisdiction, and which the late Archdeacon’s
peculiar taste and studies gave him an opportunity of possessing.

He then proceeded to address his reverend brethren with a few observations of a
general nature, distantly adverting to the long agitated question which had recently passed
into a law, and which, as ministers of an Established Church, we are placed in new
circumstances that call for vigilance and earnest supplication to be taught of God, since
all respect for antiquity seems to have vanished, since we live in an age of innovation, an
age of superficial knowledge, an age in which history is not consulted, and how things
were introduced by our ancestors is not considered, for emancipation from ancient custom
will prove erroneous, and there has never been a period of the church in which she has
been more placed on her own responsibility than the present. He deprecated the epithets
of evangelical and orthodox as being cast upon this and that clergyman, at the same time
saying that if the world is pleased to pass such an opinion upon us we must not enter into
judgement.

He then shewed that dissenters had no personal interest in religion between
churchmen and themselves, that the hasty declamations of many of them had much
injured the church and that it should be the business of clergymen to guard their flocks
from the “babblers’ of other communions, that churchmen should never compromise their
differences with dissenters for the candour and liberality of which we hear so much in the
present day, are counterfeits, they assume only a name, and we must beware of
purchasing the counterfeit at the expense of the gold! There are scorners also, that believe
every form of religion is priestcraft. But there are others he was happy to say different. He
urged his clergy [fo. 49r] [IMG_8844] to diligence in their respective vocations. From the
chain of connection which run throughout this charge, its extreme length, occupying, in
Mr Bather’s delivery which is very rapid, more than three quarters of an hour, 1 only
record in this book the foregoing leading observations.

The clergy ought certainly to set a good example, as to an early attendance at church,
so that the service might not be interrupted on their entering, at the present visitation
many came in during the prayers and the sermon, and some after both! HP.

Baptists, Castle Foregate.
The foundation of a chapel in the Castle Foregate commenced, for the use of the Second
Baptist Church’ or ‘seceders’ from the original one. June 24th 1829.

Bible Society. Sunday evening June 28th 1829.

A sermon was preached in the church of St. Alkmund in aid of the funds of the
Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society by the Venerable Archdeacon Bather from 17 chap. of
St. John, 17 ver. *Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth’.

The preacher in opening his discourse adverted to the Institution he had been called
upon to advocate, remarking that although he should not then enter into the arguments of
the ‘cavillers’ he was sure it was an institution to which no reasonable person could
object, having for its object the circulation of the Scriptures without note or comment,
consequently if a man loved the Lord Jesus he would distribute the Scriptures.

He then proceeded to explain the words he had chosen for his text, which he said had
reference to the Church of Christ, shewing that the greatest blessing which man needs for
his final happiness is Sanctification. Without following the Archdeacon through his clear
elucidation of the sanctifying [fo. 50r] [IMG_8845] influences of the word. He observed
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in reference to Bible Societies, take away the Bible and all our works and charities will
crumble to atoms. Yet how pleasing was the reflection when we considered how many
thousands of tongues and hundreds of thousands of fellow beings were expounding and
reading the blessed truths of the Bible this day, and though we are apt to boast of this
country of ours, that it is distinguished and stands pre-eminent in the world for the
number of its charitable institutions, whence does it come to pass that we can so do? But
through the tender mercies of our God.

The preacher was well aware that this institution has its opponents and that
objections are raised against on various grounds, but he had no hesitation in saying that
there is no reasonable ground of objection to it (which he certainly proved so far as
argument could) since it can be shown beyond a doubt that the Scriptures have obtained a
greater circulation than they otherwise would have done.

The union with dissenters has given offence to some yet he could not see how, since
churchmen in connection with it had no more deserted their principles than the Samaritan
in the Gospel deserted his, in pouring oil and wine into the wounds of the stranger, and
whilst it is to be regretted that Christians are too much divided into sects and parties, yet
this union with them will teach us to love each other more, to bear each other’s burdens
and so magnify the Lord in our hearts.

He shewed in conclusion that the results of this Society had been great, the means of
awakening the whole world to a sense of their duty.

The sum of £22 was collected.

The Bible Society in this town seems to make but little progress, and the list of
subscribers has fallen off. It is also a fact that out of the 8 clergymen who officiate at our
5 churches, only one supports it!

[fo. 51r] [IMG_8847]

Rev. Edward Burton.

In the course of this month June 1829 our townsman the Rev. Edward Burton, B.D. late
student of Christ Church and examining chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford, has succeeded
on the demise of that prelate to the Regius Professorship of Divinity, to which is annexed
a canonry of Christ Church and the rectory of Ewelme, co. Oxford.

The Morning Chronicle (a London paper) remarks on this appointment that it ‘as
honourable to the patrons as the patronized’. High as the qualifications of many of his
predecessors may have been, Mr Burton as a scholar, especially as a theological scholar,
can compete with any. His promotion was highly satisfactory to the University in
general’.

On June 26 Mr Burton had the degree of Doctor of Divinity conferred upon him.

[fo. 50v] [IMG_8846]
Dr Edward Burton.
Published *An Enquiry into the Heresies of the Apostolic Age in eight sermons preached
before the University of Oxford in the year 1829, at the lecture founded by the Rev. John
Bampton, canon of Salisbury.’

Mr Burton also previously published ‘Testimonies of the Antenicene Fathers to the
Divinity of Christ’.

[fo. 51r cont]

St. Alkmund’s Church.

In the course of this month also two very neat tablets of white marble resting on a dove
coloured border have been placed on each side of the chancel and surmounted by armorial
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bearings, which I shall annex. That on the south side has the following inscription in
Roman capitals.

To the Memory of
Sir Thomas Jones, Knt.
of Stanley Hall in this County
who died March 22nd 1782 aged 48 years
and was buried in the Family Vault
in the Chapel Royal of Windsor
This Tablet is erected as a token of grateful respect
by the present Inheritor of his Estates
Sir T. J. Tyrwhitt Jones, Bart.
1829

[fo. 50v]

St. Alkmund’s Church.

Armorial bearings of the Jones’s on the monument on other side. Jones, Argent a lion
rampant vert vulned in the shoulder, gules. Cottell. Or a bend gules.

[fo. 52r] [IMG_8849]
North side of St. Alkmund’s Chancel.

To the Memory
of
Sir Thomas Tyrwhitt Jones, Baronet, F.R.S. and F.A.S.
Representative in Parliament for this Town
who died Novr. 26th 1811
Aged 46 years
and was buried in the Family Vault
in the Chapel Royal Windsor
Also of Harriett Rebecca his Wife
daughter of Edward Williams Esqr
of Eaton Mascott in this County
She died July 15th 1824
Aged 57 years
and was interred in the Family Vault
in this Church
Also of three of their children, viz
Harriett Emma
died July 3rd 1820 aged 23 years
Charlotte
died March 6th 1820 aged 20 years
Edmund Tyrwhitt
died in India Jany. 15th 1820 aged 19 years
This Monument is erected
as a testimony of affectionate regard
by their attached Son and Brother
Sir T. J. Tyrwhitt Jones Bart.
1829
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[fo. 51v] [IMG_8848]

Arms above the inscription on other side.

1 Jones, as before, quartering Tyrwhitt, gules 3 pewits or, empaling Williams, azure, a
fess dancettee ermine between three Moors heads proper, a wreath on their heads argent
and azure.

Vide a communication | sent to the Salopian Journal, July 29th 1829.

[fo. 52r cont.]

Wesleyan Missions. Sunday June 28th 1829.

Two sermons were preached at the Wesleyan Meeting House in aid of the Shrewsbury
Wesleyan Missionary Society by the Rev. Rosser of Stafford. £14 was collected. On the
30th, the annual meeting was held, Capt. Henry Gardiner, R.N. of Liverpool in the chair.
A Mr Ward, late a church missionary at Ceylon, attended, with several preachers in the
connection. Nearly £40 was collected.

[fo. 53r] [IMG_8851]
Bible Society. Wednesday July 1st 1829.
The annual meeting of the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society was held in the Town Hall.
The weather proving extremely wet, the company in the Hall was remarkably small as
compared with former occasions.

The report was read by John Bather, Esquire, and stated the amount of subscriptions
was £125 less than that of the preceding year.

The Rev. John Richards, curate of St. Alkmund’s was appointed secretary (pro
tempore) in consequence of the Rev. John Langley having removed to Wallingford.

Baptists. Same Day.
The Baptist Association of Ministers held, when four sermons, were preached and a
handsome dinner provided on the occasion at the Baptist Meeting House.

A circular letter on “Private and Family Prayer’ composed for this asembly [sic] by
the Rev. M. Kent was also publicly read and ordered to be published.

The Baptist Society in Salop has increased 3 in number during the past year.
[fo. 52v] [IMG_8850]

Mr Kent the Baptist Minister in this town published in the month of May ‘The
monitor of Life’ illustrated under different cycles on an engraved design and
accompanied by a brief address ‘On the shortness of Life’. pp. 8.

[fo. 53r cont] [IMG_8851]

Water Works. Monday July 6th.

The Shrewsbury New Water Company commenced erecting their works near Bagley
Bridge, Coton Hill.

Trustees of Streets. Same day.
A meeting of the trustees of Shrewsbury Streets was held in the Guild Hall. The offices of
clerk, treasurer and surveyor having become vacant by the resignation of Mr Hearne and
Mr Alderman W. Harley, the trustees wish to ‘remodel’ these and other offices “as they
shall think most advantageous for the public.’

It was therefore resolved to unite all the offices in one at a salary of £100 pr. ann. and
to advertize immediately for a person to take them.

Much dissatisfaction has been expressed by the [fo. 54r] [IMG_8852] inhabitants of
our town that no statement of the accounts has been published for the last three or four
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years, and to the circumstance of their being a considerable deficiency, or rather excess of
expenditure at the last audit, with the rumour that the gaslights would be reduced, the
streets left unswept and other measures adopted to make up the deficiency. | have
therefore refrained from noticing the matter before, in the hope that some official
explanation would have been divulged, and which is now set forth in the following
paragraph, contained in a circular issued to the trustees by the committee of management.
The committee feel it to be their bounden duty to state
that in their opinion, the finances of the trustees are in such a state as to render it
necessary that every practicable reduction in expense should be made. The
undischarged debts of the trustees (exclusive of the mortgage debts, amounting to
£8,000) are rather more than £1,200, towards which, however, there are arrears of
former years rates yet to be collected, which it is calculated may produce about £400,
thus leaving a deficiency of about £800.

Town Sessions. Monday July 20.
The Sessions for our town were adjourned from the usual Friday last, in consequence of
the absence of the Mayor. There were eight prisoners for trial.

The Deputy Recorder Joseph Loxdale, Esquire, delivered a most excellent address to
the Grand Jurors, in which he explicitly stated their various duties.
Two prisoners on separate charges of burglary had judgement of death recorded against
them, one of whom committed no less than four burglaries in our town during the short
space of a week.

The Petty Jury at these Sessions was very respectable, more so than on any former
occasion within memory. After the business of the day, the Grand Jury requested Mr
Loxdale to publish this address.

[fo. 55r] [IMG_8853]

Stained Glass, Ellesmere.

Our townsman Mr David Evans, has placed in the course of the past week a most
splendid window in the church at Ellesmere, which certainly outvies in effect even his
recent and pleasing productions in the venerable church of St. Mary in our town. H.
Pidgeon gave a full account of the Ellesmere window in the Salopian Journal, of the 23rd
July.

The Draper’s Hall.

Understanding that the interior of the Draper’s Hall was about to be repaired, | took an
opportunity of visiting it, and as no account of the interior has hitherto been published, I
notice its present state in this place.

The hall is large and lofty, three large and fine oak tables, with corresponding
benches, an appropriate president’s chair and an antique chest for the preservation of the
records &c, form the furniture of the place which is well wainscotted and lighted by two
modern sash windows.

The chimney piece is large, composed of free stone and quite plain, having the date
1658 in the centre, above on a hatchment are the armorial bearings of the company with
their motto,

Unto God only be Honour & Glory, 1655 [year altered from 1625].
Opposite the fire place within an oak frame is a portrait of Edward the 4th, with an

inscription and some commemorative lines, which have been printed in the *Ancient and
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present state of Shrewsbury’.

The painting of Degory Waturs and his wife, which originally was placed on the
front of the old Alms Houses, hangs on the right side of the fire place having been
removed from their exterior situation some 15 or 16 years ago, and renovated within the
last 7 or 8 years.

When a meeting of this Company is called it is seldom that more than three or four
members attend. July 24th 1829.

[fo. 56r] [IMG_8854]
Thunder Storms.
It is somewhat singular that although our immediate neighbourhood and the kingdom
generally have experienced several thunderstorms, fortunately our town thus far in the
present year has escaped them. However about seven o’clock an awful and almost total
darkness occurred, which was followed by a storm of thunder and lightening
accompanied by very heavy rain and which continued with little intermission until nearly
Y past 10 o’clock. Friday night. July 24th.

Fortunately no damage was done by the storm of last night in our vicinity, from the
accounts of the market people, the storm appears to have been general throughout the
county. Saturday 25th.

St. Chad’s School Relief Fund.

The annual meeting of the committee of the Relief Fund belonging to St. Chad’s Boys
Sunday School was held this month, when it appeared that the committee were fully
satisfied from the cases which have come under their notice, that this society has in many
instances afforded the most seasonable relief to several of the scholars, the circumstances
of whose parents would otherwise have precluded them the advantage of medical advice
at their own homes. The funds are as under:

To cash from boys £7 0s. 3d. | By relief to boys from January 1 | £3 18s. 6d.
toJuly 1

Balance of last account £1 14s. 2d. | By paid for medicines £3 7s. bd.

Donation and half a year’s 10s. 6d. | Balance in hand £1 19s. 0d.

interest on £20 Os. Od.

£9 4s. 11d. £9 4s 11d

H[enr]y Pidgeon, sec[retar]y.

[fo. 57r] [IMG_8855]

Confirmation. August 5th.

The Lord Bishop of this Diocese held a confirmation at St. Chad’s when upwards of
seven hundred persons received that Holy Rite. He afterwards addressed them from the

pulpit.

Assizes. Wednesday August 12th.
The Commission of Assize was opened this evening by Mr Baron Vaughan, the usual
formalities of meeting him at Emstrey &c having been previously gone through, Mr
Sergeant Saddy attended in the place of Mr Baron Hullock who was taken ill on the
circuit and died at Abingdone on the 31st ultimo.

Thursday, the judges attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s Church, when a sermon
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was preached by the Rev. Edward Duncombe of Aldborough from 21st ch. Luke, 29, 30
and 31 verses. After which Mr Baron Vaughan took his seat at the Crown Court and Mr
Sergeant Saddy at the Nisi Prius. The Baron in his charge to the jury stated that it was the
first time he had been called upon to preside in the criminal court of this county, the
calendar of which in comparison with those of other counties ‘was highly creditable’ as
regards the number of prisoners and nature of their crimes. He complimented also, the
magistrates on their numerous and punctual attendance, and trusted that they would not
altogether consider him as a stranger among them, but as one anxious to cultivate their
future esteem.

The calendar shows the names of 31 prisoners, and by a recent arrangement
distinguishes those who have had the benefit of education, whereof it appears that 12 can
read, 4 can read and write, and 15 it is supposed can do neither.

There were 21 causes, many of them of trivial import, that relating to Rogers v. Ward
and setting forth whether the court of session of Chester have [fo. 58r] [IMG_8856]
criminal jurisdiction in the city of Chester, occupied the court from nine in the morning
until twelve at night and excited some interest. The summing up of the evidence by the
learned Sergeant was beautifully concise and intelligent. The jury decided in the
affirmative.

The Quarry.

H. Pidgeon through the medium of the Salopian Journal, of the 26th inst., directed the
attention of the body corporate to the increasing nuisance of hanging linen to dry between
the trees of nearly the whole length of two of the walks of our Quarry. Also to the bad
state of the walks, &c.

Rev. R. L. Burton.

On the 18th inst. at Eccleston, Lancashire, the Rev. R. L. Burton, M.A. vicar of the Holy
Cross and St. Giles, Shrewsbury, to Everilda second dau[ghter] of the late Rev. Rigbye
Rigbye of Harrock Hall, Co. Lancaster.

Rain.

From the almost constant rain which we have experienced during the last 16 days, our
river has overflowed its banks and completely inundated the adjacent meadows and
covered Mardol and Frankwell Quays, to a height hitherto not remembered at this season
of the year. This overflow has occasioned much damage on the banks of the river and the
incessant rains much impeded the ingathering of the harvest which commenced in the
early part of the month. August 29th 1829.

[fo. 59r] [IMG_8857]
William Cludde, Esquire.
Died August 26th 1829 at his seat Orleton, Co. Salop, William Cludde, Esquire.

He was for many years a member of the Corporation of this Borough and served the
office of Mayor in the year 1795, and was very generally esteemed for his zealous and
disinterested attention in the promotion of every good work, whether of a public or
private nature, whilst his unassuming humility bespoke at once the genuine feelings of
Christianity under which he acted.

Mr Cludde was one of the first gentlemen in the County of Salop who came forward
in defence of his country when the French Revolution was making such rapid strides to
subvert all regular governments and raised a troop of cavalry, and was afterwards
appointed to be Lieutenant Colonel of the South Shropshire Yeomanry Cavalry, and in
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1814 served the office of High Sheriff for his native county.

He was also president of the Shropshire Society in aid of Church Missionaries, in
short, in whatever capacity he acted, whether civil, military, or as a private gentleman, his
disinterested conduct and firmness always commanded esteem.

[fo. 60r] [IMG_8858]

St. Mary’s. Trinity Chapel.

The four windows on the south side of the Trinity Chapel of St. Mary’s church, which had
been for many years filled with brickwork, were opened yesterday and glazed at the
expense of the minister, the Rev. W. G. Rowland, who has also removed an oak screen
(not unlike a clock case) which was fixed against the pillar above the pulpit, also a much
larger one, fixed against the corresponding pillar, and above the Mayor’s seat, from which
projected a canopy surmounted by pinnacles and forming two groined arches. September
3rd.

Horse Races.

Our annual Horse Races seem to be fast on the decline. The Company in town was very
small, though the competition in running was seldom exceeded. The stewards were
[blank].

Infirmary Meeting. Friday September 18th

Sir Roland Hill, Bart., M.P. treasurer of our Infirmary was honoured by a numerous
attendance of the rank and respectability of our county, from the Town Hall to St. Chad’s
church, where the Venerable Archdeacon Bather preached an appropriate sermon from
Matt. 4th, 23 verse, under which the preacher observed that although ‘one of the
characteristics of the present day was a zeal for charitable institutions, and which might
be considered in many respects as a good sign on the times, yet it might be necessary to
offer a word by way of caution lest too much zeal for the new institutions which are
frequently springing up, should cast those of our ancestors in the shade, as if they were
now of no importance and which would be neither wise nor politic, since things are none
the better for being new.

He then adverted to the useful instution [sic] for which he was about to plead, and
which he trusted would [fo. 61r] [IMG_8859] never be thrust out of mind by the novelties
around. He stated its object, and was bold to say its services to the county could be as ill
dispensed with, as all the other institutions, for the relief of the bodily necessities of our
fellow subjects is a very important part of our Christian duty.

The Text, presents us with a general view of the public life of Jesus Christ. To preach
the Gospel was his peculiar calling, but to heal the sick &c formed a very considerable
part of his occupation. Therefore the latter must have a very close bearing with the
former, whilst we have the interests of our fellow creatures at heart in the work of
humanity and Christianity. In proof of this be brought forward the question which was put
to our Saviour “Who is our neighbour’! In the narration of which he said, this is humanity
and ‘whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you &c.” for the first Gentile convert
was received, not only for his Christianity but for his alms also. This humanity and
compassion to men will certainly be owned by Christ but remember ‘we are not to be
rewarded for the merit of these works, | presume | need scarce mention but if we be
wilfully deficient in them no works of faith or knowledge can prove us to be Christians.’
The preacher dealt with much energy on the love and humanity of Christ, referring to his
tears of sympathy and affection at the grave of Lazarus, even when the Jews were leading
him to death, he exclaimed, ‘Suffer ye thus far’.
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Zeal, however, should be according to knowledge, and to those who are charitably
inclined, they cannot do better than follow the example of Christ, in the precepts of his
word, which will prove to be the pattern of all that is good. He shewed the obligations for
the work of humanity and adverted again to the Institution which he was advocating,
showing the nature of its establishment, [fo. 61v] [IMG_8860] the good effected by it in
providing for the bodily infirmities of many thousands, whilst the spiritual instruction of
the patients has by no means been neglected, and though we cannot pronounce upon
spiritual cures, with that certainty we do upon bodily infirmities, we know it hath been
said, cast they bread upon the waters and it shall be seen after many days, and whilst the
results of this charity has done its best to relieve many, well may we think how many of
them might have died from want of our care! Well may we say, how many souls might
have been cut off and never brought to repentance, had they never reached this asylum.
The preacher further mentioned that an increase of funds would be necessary when the
new infirmary is entered upon, for he was sure the liberality which caused the erection of
that noble institution, would never suffer it to lack funds in support of its increase of
labours.

He appealed to the Christian principles of his hearers from whom he would have
some proof that they had not heard and believed in vain, he would have a proof that they
were sincere in Christ, that proof which Christ had shown, ‘Do as you would be done by’
and ‘Look one upon another’. Let it be evident that each as far as in him lies, is zealous to
do something for the necessaries of others, let us [IMG_8861] as professing to know and
revere the truth as it is in Jesus Christ be patterns of such ‘For the liberal soul shall be
made fat’.

The plates at the doors were held by Mrs Throgmorton (late Miss Acton) and Miss
Pigott of Edgmond, supported by Lloyd Kenyon, Esquire, and E. H. Williams, Esquire.
The collection was £180 6s. 2d.

See above.

[fo. 62r] [IMG_8862]
The receipts and disbursements of the Salop Infirmary during the past year ending
midsummer are as follows:

Receipts from various sources £3,331 1s. 6%d. Disbursements £2,356 17s. 2Vd.
leaving a balance of £974 4s. 4v.d. in the hands of the deputy treasurer. The number of
patients during the past year were: In patients in the house June 1828, 68 admitted since,
758, total 826.

Out patients on books, June 24th 1829, 393 admitted since, 1251, total 1644.

The sum expended by this Institution since its commencement in 1747 has been

£144,039 11s. 4%-d.

Church Missionary Society. Sunday September 20 1829.

A sermon was preached this evening in St. Alkmund’s church in aid of the funds of the
Shropshire Church Missionary Society by the Rev. Mr Ward, a native of our county and
for sometime a missionary. The collection was £18 16s. 6d.

On the same afternoon the annual meeting of the ‘Good Samaritan Society’, was held in
the Wesleyan Meeting House. | shall notice the report when published.

The New Church, Frankwell. September 22nd.

The foundation of a new church was laid in Frankwell in the parish of St. Chad. There
was no ceremony, the Mayor and another gentleman being only present.
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Church Missionary Society. Wednesday September 23rd.

The annual meeting of the Shropshire Church Missionary [Society] was held in the Town
Hall, the Rev. C. R. Cameron, presided as chairman. The report was read by the Rev. H.
Sandford who was appointed joint secretary with W. R. Stokes, Esquire, in the place of
the Rev. J. Langley.

[fo. 63r] [IMG_8863] The receipts of this Society for the past year amounted to £198 14s.
0d. The meeting was numerously and respectably attended and addressed by several
clergyman. The chairman in particular alluded to the decease of the late Alderman Cludde
who was an early and zealous supporter of this Society as well as its president. After the
meeting £10 8s. 2%d. was collected at the doors.

Duke of Sussex in Shrewsbury. Sunday September 27th 1829.
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex changed horses at the Lion in passing through
our town into Denbighshire.

Baptist Schools. September 27 evening.
A sermon was preached in the Baptist Meeting House by the minister thereof in aid of the
Sunday School connected with that society. The collection was about ten guineas.

[Two headings pencilled in but not completed: ‘coins’, ‘school library’]

[fo. 64r] [IMG_8864]
Mayor Robert Gray. October 2nd 1829.
Mr Robert Gray, tailor, was sworn into the office of Mayor of our Borough, on which
occasion he entertained the body corporate with a cold collation at his residence, High
Street. He seems but little popular with our townsmen at present.

Since this time last year, the hand of death has removed five members from this Body,
of whom three were alderman. The vacancies have not been filled, our townsmen wonder
at this, yet think it not worth while to enquire the cause thereof.

Sunday Morning 4th instant. After partaking of breakfast at the aforesaid place, the
Corporation walked in the usual procession to St. Chad’s church where the vicar preached
a sermon from 1 Timothy 4 chap. 1 and 2 verses. From which he showed that the first
state of civil society is that which exists between private subjects and those in authority
over them. That it was the duty of subjects to be obedient, bearing allegiance and loyalty
both in speech and demeanour to those who are in authority over them. That government
is an ordinance of God, whose design is marked out by the Apostle in the words of the
text, and the virtues there inculcated to be mantained and the blessings resulting
therefrom can only be obtained by our demeanour in whatever state of life we are placed,
for if either rulers be remiss or subjects disobedient, government becomes at once
dissolved which he said it required no argument to prove.

He then noticed how rulers should exercise their authority, which was followed by
some unimportant remarks on the duty of subjects, since rulers are not a terror to good
works, but of evil.

If there be one distinctive vice peculiar to this Kingdom it seems to be a contempt of
public authority, as vital [fo. 64v] [IMG_8865] Christianity decays, vitiated and polluted
principles have taken the hold of many.

(I would here remark that in this portion of our vicar’s discourse many of his
observations would seem to have reference to that party feeling in civil and religious

185



HENRY PIDGEON

matters which occurred about the commencement of the reign of the First George.) He
then pointed out the remedy of these vitiated principles, suggesting that if a stimulous be
wanting in our religious duties to study the character of Cornelius, as record[ed] by the
Apostle Paul, whose religion he said was not confined to his own breast, but dispensed in
and around his family, for it is said he was a ‘devout man’ and ‘feared God with all his
house’. He stated the good results arising from family worship, urging that as religion was
the best gift of God to our world, it became consequently a duty to bring up our families
in the principles of religion as well as incumbent upon each of us to set a good example to
those around us.

The origin of kings and magistrates is traced to high antiquity. Society could not exist
without them, aided by the laws of the land, and as laws were made for general advantage
and the blessing of society, so it is a duty to submit to them, as well as to those who by
the constitution of our country are deputed to administer them.

The history of our country has shown that public liberty is a plant which grows and
flourishes under a faithful administration of the laws of the land, for you cannot be a good
Christian without being a faithful subject, and though infidelity and superstition have
disgraced other countries, we would humbly hope that this island is appointed by God to
preserve that pure and perfect religion we now enjoy, and that other lands seeing our good
works, may glorify our Heavenly Father &c.

In conclusion the preacher appealed to the [fo. 65r] [IMG_8866] consciences of his
hearers, in what way religion had effect upon them? Solemly [sic] asking them if their
thoughts, words and actions exemplified in a full and pure manner the doctrines of
Christianity? If they considered the important purposes for which they were created? If
their hopes for future salvation and mercy were founded on the Gospel of Christ? If their
prayer was to improve in virtue and every other grace which adorns the Christian
character? Urging them to retire sometimes from the noise of a busy and tumultuous
world, to read the word of God as revealed in creation, providence and redemption, for
such reflections will, if duly considered, create sentiments of piety and lead to the
consideration of that future state to which we are all approaching, and where there is a
rest for the people of God.

Wesleyan Schools. Sunday October 11th 1829.

The annual sermons connected with the Wesleyan Schools was preached at St. John ‘s
Meeting House by the minister, Mr John Walmsley. The collection amounted to about
£18.

The Mayor attended with his family.

The report shows that £60 19s. 3d. has been expended in the education of the
scholars, of which the report states no number and that £54 16s. 4d. has been received by
subscriptions, donations, collections and other resources, leaving a balance of £6 2s. 11d.
as being due to the treasurer.

New Buildings in progress.

If the erection of public buildings was any criterion of the prosperity of a town, or of an
increasing trade, we should not I think be wanting in this particular evidence, since we
have at this time, now in progress a new infirmary, two new churches, [fo. 66r]
[IMG_8867] a Dissenting meeting house, and a building for the steam engine of the new
water company, beside the erections of many dwellings, but alas! the case bears a very
different aspect, trade in this part was perhaps never worse, the complaint of its dullness
is general and hope for improvement seems to have vanished, whilst the want of money is
universally experienced.
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Our Fair yesterday gave full proof of this, and a practical farmer assured me that he
‘never knew a worse’ since it was not a question at this time for a buyer to ask the price,
but for the seller to say “What will you give!” This statement though viewed locally is not
over drawn. | shall not however pretend to enter fully into the cause of it, though no
doubt Mr Peel’s Currency Bill in withdrawing the small notes from circulation has been
the cause of much embarrasment and the present state of the Corn Laws are perhaps far
from being productive of good to the agriculturist, who having to combat with large rents,
an exact tythe taxes, poor rates &c finds a worse remuneration for his anxious labours
now, than at any former period, from the low price of all descriptions of farming produce.
The trade of Shrewsbury having much dependance on the agricultural interest,
consequently suffers much from its depreciated state, and to this cause may be accounted
the present gloom and depression which overshadows our local commerce, nor can we
look for brighter times until some improvement manifests itself in favour of the farmer.
Thursday, October 15th 1829.

Sailors. Sunday October 18th.

The Mr G. C. Smith who has visited our town during the two past years and drawn from
the liberality of [fo. 67r] [IMG_8869] our townsmen preety [sic] freely, again presented
himself for the same cause by addressing about 4,000 persons in the Castle Foregate from
Psalm [blank] ver. [blank] this afternoon, and preaching in the Baptist Meeting House,
Claremont Street where he collected £9 10s. 0d.

On the Monday evening an Auxiliary Society was formed at an assembly in the
Baptist Meeting House, the Mayor promised to preside, but not fulfilling his engagement,
Mr Crumpton, shoemaker, mounted the seat, where £8 3s. 8d. was again mustered,
making the total sum received by these collections and annual donations £33 11s. 11%d.
[fo. 66v.] [IMG_8868]

Paragraphs having appeared in many of the papers stating that Mr G. C. Smith had
appropriated some of the collections to his own use, the editor of the Shrewsbury
Chronicle by chance printed it in his paper the day before Mr Smith’s arrival. Mr Smith in
his Sailors Magazine of the first November gave the following specimen of this Christian
charity and aptitude of calling names

The editor of this paper who walks on stilts and looks down with becoming
dignity on the creatures that crawl around him is known by the name of wasp, and
his dwelling as the wasp’s nest. Nothing then could be more suitable to his
waspish majesty than this paragraph and he made the best use of it he could the
day before | reached Shrewsbury to preach for the Society.

[fo. 67r continued] [IMG_8869]

Public Dinner to the County Members. Thursday October 22 1829.

A public dinner was given to our county representatives, Sir R. Hill, Baronet, & John
Cressett Pelham, Esquire, at the Lion Inn, in admiration of their manly and consistent
conduct and of their votes in the House of Commons during the last discussion of the
Catholic Question.

About 120 gentlemen sat down to dinner, several excellent speeches were delivered
and the utmost hilarity prevailed throughout the evening. The Honourable Thomas
Kenyon, president. After the company had drank the health of Sir Andrew Corbet, the
respected Baronet said ‘I have been amongst you between 60 and 70 years and never
went to France to learn new fangled fashions, or to drink poor wine. | revere my religion,
I respect my King, and | love my Country in my heart.’
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Town Sessions, October 23rd.

At the Town Sessions this day there was only one case of felony, a man named William
Davies was fined £5 and to enter into recognizances for throwing a youth named Richard
Cash over the parapet wall of Coleham Bridge into the water at midnight, he swam to
shore.

[fo. 68r] [IMG_8870]

St. Mary’s. Sermon by Bishop of Lichfield. Sunday October 25th 1829.

The Mayor and several members of the body corporate preceded by their officers walked
in procession to St. Mary’s church, which was filled by a most respectable congregation
assembled to hear a sermon from the Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry in aid of the
funds for building an additional church in that parish. Prayers were read by the Rev. C. S.
Lutener, curate, the Rev. W. G. Rowland, minister officiating at the communion.

The Bishop took his text from the 18 chap. of St. Matthew 20 ver. ‘For where two or
three are gathered together in my name there am | in the midst of them’ after showing the
import of these appropriate words for the cause he had to plead, he noticed the subject of
prayer and the many advantages public worship possessed, as well as the general effects
resulting therefrom and then proceeded to shew.

First. The peculiar natures and qualities of an assembly gathered together in the name of
Christ and Secondly what are its privileges and advantages. Under the first division he
advanced many strong arguments showing the various ways Christians manifested their
regard to Christ by the public worship of Him, in his Holy Temple and that if that regard
was properly felt, such an assembly would never fail to implore forgiveness for human
transgressions and for the expiation of sin.

Under the second head he remarked that although numbers knew not God by the
revelation of his word, yet all had generally some notion, or formed some idea of the
presence of God, stating also the different views various nations and people had of His
presence, of which the Jewish people formed a striking example.

But by public worship there is a privilege of beholding him by the eye of faith, since
He has [fo. 68v] [IMG_8871] said Lo! I am with you always. As a further privilege of
public worship he adverted to the beauty of our Established liturgy, which ‘though it
might not suit the extravagant ideas of the enthusiast’ is always acceptable to the pious
Christian and which is in itself the very beauty of holiness.” The zealous prelate then
directed the attention of his hearers to the specific object he had in view, by reminding
them that there were about 2000 poor people in this parish for whom there was only about
60 sittings in there [sic] own church. He would have his hearers picture to themselves that
distress they were called upon this day to relieve. The distress of that individual who
although he was near to the healing waters, had no one to put him in, no access to get
relief. Reflect then and estimate according to the Psalmist’s word, one day in thy courts O
Lord, is better than a thousand. Bring before your eyes the result of a liberal collection,
there is a good Sunday School in the parish where the children are training up in religion
and regularly attend church, others there are very probably in this populous parish whose
baptism in this holy temple is perhaps their only acquaintance with it. Bring too before
your eyes the aged, it was perhaps once their joy and delight to seek the waters of life at
this holy fountain, conceive the feelings of these aged people when they see their own
neighbourhood crowned by a temple, in which, whilst they are making melody in their
hearts and enjoying communion with their God, the words of Holy Simeon may well be
in their minds, ‘Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace for mine eyes have seen
thy salvation &c.” In conclusion the preacher was sure that his hearers would not fail of
promoting that righteousness [fo. 69r] [IMG_8872] which exalteth a nation and brings
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results favourable to religion. Establish then your church upon her own throne in the

hearts and minds of the people, and her services will become a willing and acceptable

sacrifice, recollecting at the same time that those who honour God by their substance will

be esteemed, in as much as ‘ye have done it unto one of these, ye have done it unto me’.
The collection amounted to £ [blank].

St. Julian’s.

In the evening a sermon was preached for the same purpose in the parish church of St.
Julian to a crowded and highly select congregation among whom were the Bishop, the
Ven. Archdeacon Butler, the Rev. W. G. Rowland, and several other clergymen. The
service was read by the Rev. Frederick Iliff, minister of the church after which the
Venerable Archdeacon Bather who has indefatigably distinguished himself during the
present year in preaching several sermons in aid of benevolent causes connected with our
town, delivered a discourse from 27 Psalm, 4 verse which he introduced by stating that
the words of righteousness are detailed in this Psalm in a peculiar manner, and though
they are not the direct commands of God, they are the true aspirations of a Godly mind.
They are exemplifications of what every man would feel and practically acknowledge as
the principles of faith.

First, the words of the text furnish a standing rule by which we should improve ourselves.
Secondly, as detailing those gifts which are not from the Father, but from the Word. It is
probable that this Psalm was composed when David was hiding himself from Saul for his
views and circumstances under such trying difficulties. [fo. 70r] [IMG_8873] The text
shews (quote text) and as we love our neighbour as ourself the same inference must arise
from us, and if it be granted that David petitioned wisely, it follows that we should adopt
his petition towards those we ought to love, and which I shall adopt in my present address
for the specific object | have in view. He then shewed David’s desire to dwell in the
House of the Lord for ever, and that he was ask [sic] the contributions of his hearers for
the erection of a temple, to accomodate the superabundant population in a considerable
district of this town, who have as much need of a place of worship as David had.

The preacher then proceeded to advance some observations respecting the necessities
of our bretheren, and noticed the means by which it is intended to supply them, at the
same time remarking that as our ancestors have given full proof in the bestowment of
beneficence in public works of charity, by the existence of the fine old churches in this
town, and that these were in existence centuries ago when the population was very much
less than it is now, it is manifest that they looked on the wants of their fellow creatures,
then | say to you ‘do likewise’ and look at the population of this town and compare it to
what it was then, remembering that this population is here on trial for eternity.

He proceeded to advance some prolix arguments in reference to the fruits of an
enlightened [sic] on Godly and ungodly hearers of the word, and that the word is to be
preached to all, since a man’s necessities may be one thing and his knowledge of them
another, pointing out the method which is to supply their wants with a knowledge of God,
by the erection of a church, and if any doubt the good effects which under the Divine
blessing will follow this, I say look to the text, for what is enough for David is surely
enough for any man, [fo. 70v] [IMG_8874] since there is as much reason to believe that
there will be as much good done here as in the tabernacle of old, upon which good topic
he further enlarged, quoting in proof thereof the Bishop’s text in the morning, which is as
broad a promise as any on which the faith of David or any Saint of the old church could
have dwelt, and which is as truly ours as it was David’s.

It might be said when a church is built the flock of Christ is necessarily given to a
man who has not before him the faith and love of Christ in his heart. It may be otherwise
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you will say, but if I prove that the ordinances of God will be duly administered you have
no reason to believe they will not, for the Divine ordinances do not lose their effect
though administered by evil men, since he that goes with praise and prayer in his heart
shall find the Lord. (He hinted however that a faithful minister would be appointed). Look
at what has been done in the Church of England, look at what is now doing, compare
these with the priesthood of Judah and Israel, even in David’s own days, if they had
‘burning and shining lights” among them, so have we. | do not speak this boastingly but
because it is the truth.

He adverted to the public services of our church which are fixed, also to her ritual of
which he gave a brief exposition, urging his hearers to study it, enforcing the necessity of
erecting a place of worship, in as much as good results might reasonably be expected and
appealing to the Christian principles of his hearers not to let their Christian brethren want
that blessing by which we could honestly recommend them [fo. 71r] [IMG_8875] to God
and | cannot but think that this appeal is made with great propriety here, for a large
district of this parish is situated in the very part where the church is erecting, and it is
made also with propriety to the people who compose the congregation this evening, to
them he would appeal since as you wanted additional means of attending the word, these
means have been offered you. But have you profited by them, freely you have received,
freely then give, and I shall be glad to see that our labours have been sucessfull.

The collection amounted to £ [blank] making a total of £191 4s. 4d.

Same evening a sermon was preached in St. Chad’s church by the Very Reverend the
Dean of Ardah [sic] from [blank] in aid of the funds of the Shrewsbury and Shropshire
Auxiliary to the Sunday School Society for Ireland.

The collection amounted to £ [blank].

In reference to the interesting services of this day | am tempted to deviate from my
general plan of offering no comment on the passing circumstances of the day, by
remarking that I think it cannot be denied, but that the liberality of Salopians was this day
again honourably tested by the very handsome collections which followed the sermons at
St. Mary’s and St. Julian’s churches in aid of the free church in Castle Foregate, nor can |
refrain, though privately, from expressing my hearty congratulations on the general
liberality of our townsmen, as manifested in every good work, especially such as bear
more immediately on their own vicinity, a [fo. 72r] [IMG_8876] liberality which I may
venture to record as probably unequalled by any town of its population in the kingdom,
and may heaven grant that our townsmen may long sustain the honourable characteristic
of being “cheerful givers’ and of feeling real pleasure in being ‘proud to do good’.

Nor indeed was their liberality confined this day to their own town, for as | have
already shown a laudable anxiety to do good even in distant places was exemplified in the
collection at St. Chad’s and it is but fair to mention that although two very eloguent
discourses (as | am credibly informed) were delivered at St. Alkmund’s church by a Mr
Cooke, much zeal was manifested by many composing that congregation to hear the Dean
at St. Chad’s which they were enabled to do by a curtailment of the singing portion of the
service.

If proof of what I have written was necessary the weekly notices of public
collections, subscriptions, &c. recorded recently in the foregoing pages would be ample
testimony. Monday evening.

Confirmation, St. Mary’s. Monday morning October 26th.
At 10 o’clock the Bishop of Lichfield held a confirmation in St. Mary’s church, when
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about one hundred gentlemen under the tuition of Dr Butler at our Royal Free Grammar
School received that ordinance.

Irish Schools. Same day.

At 12 o’clock the Bishop presided at the Shrewsbury Auxiliary for Irish Schools. The
Rev. C. Bury, curate of St. Chad’s read the report which states that the amount received
during the past year was £128 13s. 4d. of which £123 1s. 6%d. had [fo. 73r] [IMG_8878]
been remitted to the parent society, incidental expences having taken the remainder. The
meeting was well attended and several interesting speeches made.

At six in the evening a similar meeting was held for the benefit of the lower order of
persons, the Mayor was called to the chair when other long addresses were delivered by
the deputation which attended from the parent society, and at the close of the meeting by
the request of the Mayor, part of a hymn was sung which closed the proceedings, about
[blank].

After these meetings and the sermon at the church nearly £60 was raised.

Sick Man’s Friend. Tuesday October 27th 1829.

The annual meeting of the Sick Man’s Friend and Lying in Charity was held in the usual
place. The report shews that 203 sick cases have been relieved during the past year at an
expense of £103 19s. 0d., as well as 102 lying in cases to whom £41 1s. 0d. was given. It
also shews that the disbursements have exceeded the receipts by £38 13s. 7d. and appeals
to the liberality of Salopians ‘generously to contribute their aid to disburden its debt’. An
appeal which 1 am sure will not be made in vain!

[fo. 72v] [IMG_8877] Three weeks had scarce elapsed ere the amount of the debt of the
Sick Man’s Friend was more than made up. HP

[fo. 73r] [IMG_8878]

Rev. Thomas Oswell. Died October 31.

At his residence Belmont in our town aged 48. The Rev. Thomas Oswell, M.A. rector of
the first portion of Westbury, Co. Salop, He was the son of the late Alderman William
Oswell by Mary daughter of the Reverend Stephen Prytherick, vicar of Much Wenlock
and Leighton. He was of St. John’s College, Cambridge, B.A. 1803, M.A. 1806 and
succeded the late Rev. John Pyefinch in the living of Westbury in the latter year [fo. 74r]
[IMG_8879] by Mr and Mrs Pemberton. Although for several years prevented by ill
health from performing his clerical duty, he was highly respected by his parishioners and
in his private character it may be truly said that he ‘walked with God’. His remains were
interred at St. Alkmund’s. See notice by H. Pidgeon, Gentleman’s Magazine. Novr. 6th

Swan Hill, Burial Ground.

The burial ground attached to Swan Hill Meeting House enlarged by adding a few yards
from an adjoining garden, being the gift of the Rev. Sir Edw. Kynaston, in consideration
of the trustees of the Meeting House repairing the wall which had become ruinous.

Rev. Charles Bury.

A few friends of the Reverend Charles Bury, curate of St. Chad’s assembled at the house
of Wm. Clement, Esquire, sen., in order to arrange respecting the presentation to him of a
sum, the result of a private subscription as an augmentation of his salary as curate. About
£30 was stated to have been collected and it was further proposed to make it up if
possible £50. Nov[embe]r. 6th.
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Capt. Benbow’s Gravestone.

The stone commemorative of the burial of Captain John Benbow in old St. Chad’s
cemetry [sic], and who suffered for his loyalty in the vicissitudes of the Commonwealth, I
have caused to be renovated in the course of the past week at my own expense. Novr.
18th.

Hunt Week.
Our Hunt week was dull, little company in town and the weather as usual wet and
unfavourable. Nov[embe]r 21st.

[fo. 75r] [IMG_8880]

The Irish Road. Tuesday December 1st.

A numerous and very respectable meeting of our townsmen and gentlemen connected
therewith, held in the Town Hall, “for the purpose of considering the best means to be
adopted to retain the Irish Road through Shrewsbury’. Public notice having been given of
an intended application to Parliament to divert the same.

The Mayor took the chair, when it was resolved in substance that as the proposed
alteration in the line of the Holyhead Road through Shropshire will be a great injury to
Shrewsbury and its neighbourhood, and as it is the belief of the meeting. considerable
improvements might be made in the line of road through Shrewsbury, so as to shorten the
distance and give every requisite accommodation to travellers. It shall at the same time be
the anxious endeavour as soon as possible to effect the said improvement whilst they
pledge themselves to oppose the proposed diversion of the road to the utmost of their
power. Since they consider it as unjustifiable extravagance to make 27 miles of new road
according to the proposed plan at a cost of nearly £100,000 of public money for the sake
of saving about four miles.

A committee was formed to conduct the opposition and a subscription opened to
defray necessary expences, which was extended in a few minutes by Salopian liberality to
nearly four hundred pounds.

It was highly pleasing to observe the interest manifested by our townsmen
throughout the meeting in this common cause, and the attention which was paid to the
speeches particularly to those of Hon. T. Kenyon, Mr Slaney and Mr Pelham.

[fo. 76r] [IMG_8881]

Land for Additional Burial Ground. Resold.

The portion of ground behind St. Mary’s Almshouses which was intended for an
additional burial ground to St. Mary’s parish, sold to the committee appointed for the
formation of a new market. Dec[embe]r 4th 1829.

State of the Street Lights.

Our streets exhibit a most gloomy appearance after dark, being supplied with only one
third of the usual light from the gas, in consequence of a resolution of the committee of
management to ‘economize’ until the debt incurred by excess of expenditure is
discharged. The watchmen are likewise reduced one third and the perambulations of the
patrole from six to ten dispensed with:- this is a specimen truly of an act for ‘better
watching, lighting” &c and the result of a committee not very attentive ‘if faithful to its
trust’.

Rev. John Wilde, Died 16th December.
At Harnage the Rev. John Wilde aged 60, rector of the third portion of Pontesbury and
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minister of Albrighton chapel. He was of St. John’s Coll., Cambridge B.A. 1791 and was
presented to Pontesbury in 1814 by E. W. Owen, Esquire & to Albrighton by Rev. J. B.
Blakeway, Minister of St Mary’s, in consequence of lapse of time by the patron. Mr Wilde
was much esteemed by his little flock at Albrighton, where he had formed and maintained
a Sunday School. On the Sunday preceding his decease, whilst officiating at the chapel
and when he had come to that portion of the litany from ‘Battle and murder and sudden
death’ he fainted, and tho’ on recovering he made an attempt to go on, yet the rustic
congregation would not permit him and he returned home, to see their face no more.

As a preacher he was forcible and energetic. Mr Wilde was the son of John Wilde,
Esquire, of Harnage by Miss Dod a lady of ancient family. His remains were interred at
Counde. A monument has been erected to his memory in that church.

[fo. 77r] [IMG_8882]
The Weather. Christmas Day.
If frost and snow are characteristic of Christmas (which we young folks do remember and
which our elders remark always was so) the welcome day this year presents an appearance
more in unison with the character of the season than the preceding nine have done from
their extreme mildness. A considerable fall of snow took place on Monday last followed
by a frost which still remains on the surface of the objects around, presenting an outward
aspect as wintry as the most rigid observer of the seasons or a warm fire side could desire.
The bells of our several churches ushered in the morning by beautiful and
simultaneous peals and the body corporate attended as usual Divine Service at St. Chad’s
church where the vicar preached from [blank].

[fo. 81r] [IMG_8883]
Salopian Annals, 1830, by Henry Pidgeon

Mr R. B. Blakemore. January 1st 1830.

At their lasting meeting the trustees of St. Chad’s church in the town unanimously passed
a resolution of thanks to Mr R. B. Blakemore of Mardol, expressive of their sense of his
indefatigable labours and zealous attention in promoting the interests of the Boy’s Sunday
School of that extensive parish, which resolution was followed by the presentation of a
large paper copy of D’Oyly and Mant’s Bible, elegantly bound and inscribed as follows:

Presented by the trustees of Saint Chad to R. B. Blakemore, in testimony of their high
approbation of his unremitting attention to the Sunday School of that parish, for the space
of seventeen years.

January 1 1830.

About two hundred boys receive the benefit of weekly instruction in this school.
Mr John Haycock. January 7th 1830.
Died at 70 Mr John Haycock a respectable architect of this town, of whose designs and

works we have several specimens in our town.

[fo.82r] [IMG_8884]
Holyhead Road. Friday January 8th.
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A county meeting was held in the Nisi Prius Court “‘for the purpose of taking into
consideration a proposed alteration in the line of road from London to Holyhead through
Shropshire’. The High Sheriff C. K. Mainwaring, Esquire, presided, J. C. Pelham,
Esquire, M.P., W. Ormsby Gore, R. A. Slaney, Esquires and Viscount Clive addressed the
meeting in language suitable and eloguent to the occasion.

A subscription truly liberal it is believed would have been immediately entered into,
for the two-fold purpose of improving the present line of road as well as for opposing any
deviation from the same, had not Lord Clive remarked ‘that before any general
subscription was called for the committee should have an interview with the
Parliamentary Commissioners who had the means of raising any requisite sum.’

A committee was accordingly formed for the purpose of co-operating and acting with
the committee recently appointed at the town’s meeting for opposing the proposed new
road.

About 40 gentlemen of rank in our county were present at this meeting. The High
Sheriff availed himself of his ‘deputy’ as prompter even to put the different resolutions to
the meeting, seeming to have not the least idea of the office of president.

Samaritan Society. Sunday January 24th.
Two sermons were preached at the Wesleyan Meeting House in aid of the funds of the
‘Good Samaritan Society’. £21 0s. 0d. was collected.

St. Alkmund’s Church.
Two chairs of carved oak in a style corresponding with the building were presented to the
parish of St. Alkmund by the Rev. Richard Scott for the use of the chancel of that church.

[fo. 83r] [IMG_8885]
February 1830
High Sheriff.
Rowland Hunt, Esquire, of Boreatton has been appointed High Sheriff of our county.

Relief of Poor. February 3rd.

A requisition having been sent to the Mayor signed by six gentlemen (two of whom are
only residents in our town) requesting him to call a town’s meeting “to consider and
determine what will be the best method of relieving the poor of this town during the
present severe season.’

He appointed the above day for the purpose when a respectable though not numerous
assembly took place in the Exchequer Room. The Mayor in the chair.

Mr Slaney opened the business of the meeting and was followed by several desultory
speeches in which it was stated that about 500 persons many of them with families were
out of employment. It was therefore determined to open an immediate subscription in
connection with a former balance of about £70 belonging to a fund raised a few years
ago, for the purpose of relieving the distressed and unemployed poor of the town, and that
the clergymen of the different parishes be requested to preach a sermon on Sunday next in
aid of the subscription. [IMG_8886] On a committee being formed a handsome
subscription was immediately opened. After the meeting the committee speedily began to
afford relief to the most distressed objects.

Friday February 5th. A meeting of the subscribers to the fund was held when the

following sums were ordered for distribution in the several parishes to St. Chad’s £80, St.
Mary’s £60 and £30 each to St. Julian’s and St. Alkmund’s. The Abbey parish having
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previously opened a fund for the relief of their own poor, received only their share of the
former fund £9 9s. 6d.
[fo. 83v] [IMG_8887]

The sum of £58 0s. 0d. was collected in St. Mary’s parish in lieu of a sermon for the
relief of the poor.

A sum nearly equal to the above was collected in the Abbey parish, which had no
connection with the town subscription. £57 8s. 6d. Total subscriptions to the 18th
February £582 8s. 7d.

[fo. 84r] [IMG_8888]

Sermons for the Relief of the distressed Poor. Sunday February 7th.

The Mayor and seven members of the body corporate, a sorry show! preceded by their
officers and Shropshire Band went in procession to St. Chad’s Church where the vicar
preached a sermon for the relief of the distressed poor of the town from 7 Matthew 12
verse, in which he paid a well deserved eulogium to the “active services of his zealous co-
adjutor’ Mr Bury “during the short season he was obliged to absent himself from his
flock, owing to a domestic calamity’ (the death of J. F. Baxter, Esquire, Ludlow) ‘which
he should always gratefully remember as well as for Mr Bury’s attention to the distressed
poor’.

Although the vicar preached this sermon three years ago, his collection on the present
occasion amounted to £36 7s. 1d.

Sermons were also preached on the same day at the undermentioned places and the
annexed sums collected.

St. Julian’s. Rev. F. Iliff, £27 11s. 4d.
St. Alkmund’s Rev. J. Richards, £23 8s. 1d. [pencil correction £24 5s. 2d.]

The dissenters though not requested, advocated the cause from their pulpits and it is
rather a singular coincidence that the ministers of the Independent, Baptist and Wesleyan
congregations [IMG_8889] should preach from the same text of Scripture! The following
were the collections:

Swan Hill Rev. T. Weaver £10 4s. 4d.
Baptists Rev. Kent £7
Wesleyans Rev. Walmsley £7
Calvinists Welsh Rev. Rees £4
Unitarians Rev. G. Case £7 16s. 9d.
Roman Catholics Rev. Jones £3 15s. 0d.
The weather.

During the past six weeks the weather has been more severe than for the previous sixteen
years, the drifting of the heavy snows having considerably impeded travelling in all
directions. A rapid thaw however accompanied by heavy rain took place on the 7th.
Tuesday 9th.

[fo. 85r] [IMG_8890]

Parliament.

Opened on February 4th by Royal Commission, much dissatisfaction and discussion
seems to have been manifested in both Houses that the usual speech did not allude more
fully to the present distressed state of the country, deplorable indeed as regards the
depression of trade and the wants of the humble classes, both of which ministers seem to
set at defiance. Tuesday 9th.
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Water Works Company. Monday February 8th.

At a special general assembly of the New Water Company, Mr John Loxdale was elected
clerk and collector of the Water Works, vice Wickstead resigned. Mr Loxdale had an
opponent in Mr Panting though it is a query by some whether his election will stand good,
being a member of the Corporation.

A circular letter during the past week was distributed to most of the householders in
our town requesting them “on or before Lady Day next to be furnished with a ball and
stopcock in order to prevent the waste of water’. [IMG_8891]

Our townsmen seem generally to complain of this, in as much as no rate has been
specified for the intended supply of water, whilst they are aware that a considerable
expense has been incurred in procuring two Acts of Parliament, besides the necessary
erections &c for the new works and the prospective view of defraying salaries. Vide a
letter by H. Pidgeon in the Chronicle.

Sepulchral Stone.
An ancient sepulchral stone found whilst opening a grave in St. Mary’s church yard on
the scite [sic] of the old Almshouses.

St. Giles’s.
The burial ground attached to St. Giles’s Church being very wet, has recently been
drained, and care taken that no graves were disturbed.

[fo. 86r] [IMG_8892]

Medical Lectures. Monday February 22nd.

A series of lectures being about to be delivered on the following subjects, an introductory
one was delivered this evening in the Masonic room by Mr William Clement, junr., on
anatomy.

- Anatomy and physiology, by J. Webster, M.D. and Mr W. Clement, junr.

- Practical anatomy with demonstrations, Mr Clarke

- Surgery, Mr Wm. Clement, junr.

- Natural history, J. F. M. Dovaston, M.A.

- Chemistry, Mr Whitney.

Wednesday 24th. Mr Dovaston delivered his lecture on the mineral, vegetable and animal
world, and the benefits to be derived from the study of natural history, which he did with
real feeling and eloquence for two hours! Occasionally displaying to much advantage his
versatile disposition in amusing and interesting anecdotes.

St. Julian’s.

During the present month the parish church of St. Julian’s has been heated with warm air,
procured from stoves of a different construction to what have hitherto been used in our
churches.

An hideous brick porch has been erected at the eastern door leading to the south aile
[sic]. Also an entrance made from the church to the ‘Bier House’ which is transformed to
a ‘robing room’.

The handsome sounding board over the pulpit, removed, and the stairs leading to the
pulpit altered for the better.

[Added] This porch was taken down in the year 1846 and a handsome portal erected
at the expense of the Reverend Richard Scott, from a design by Mr Dodson.
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[fo. 87r] [IMG_8893]

Charity Commissioners. Monday March 1st.

The Parliamentary Commissioners for enquiring concerning the state of charities in
England and Wales arrived in town, and immediately commenced their investigations.

A Bull shot in the street. Thursday March 4th.

A bull having been overdriven from the large sale of cattle &c at Shrawardine Castle,
began on entering the town to manifest symptoms of madness, and on reaching near the
centre of Mardol became quite ungovernable and was at length bound by strong ropes
held by a number of men and in the presence of hundreds of spectators (the shops near
being closed) was shot in the head and afterwards killed.

Butter Market.

The present butter and poultry market having stood for the space of twelve years as a
monument and laughing stock of Salopian architecture is at length judged and condemned
to be taken down, and a meeting of the committee for erecting a new one was held on
Wednesday March 10th for the purpose of ‘choosing an architect and of forming plans
and specifications’ for another.

The result of this meeting | have not satisfactorily ascertained but am of opinion it
would have been but fair and reasonable to have called a town’s meeting first, since
however unsuitable, incommodious or bad in design the present structure is, it was
erected by the “voluntary contributions’ of the town and county at an expense of about
£2,000, for the specific purpose of a ‘Free Market’.

Having already adverted to the prospectus of this new market company it would be
premature in this place to offer further remarks, in the absence of official information.
The erection however cannot at present be proceeded with owing to a disagreement
between the Corporation and Drapers Company respecting the purchase of a small plot of
ground.

[fo. 88r] [IMG_8894]
Assizes. Friday March 19th 1830.
In consequence of Mr Baron Bolland not arriving until nine o’clock at night to open the
Commission of Assize, the usual procession of meeting him was dispensed with. On
Saturday morning he attended Divine Service at St. Chad’s church where the Rev.
Thomas Hunt, rector of West Felton delivered a discourse from 13 chap. Romans 15
verse, from which he shewed — the necessity of religious principles for the maintenance
of civil government and as this is kept in the minds and hearts of the people they will
reverence the laws of our country and the blessing of God will smile upon us. But
however admirable our laws may be in themselves and however admirable religion may
be, it is useless to expect a blessing unless there is individual righteousness and religious
principles in the minds of the people. Hence how comes it to pass that in a nation
professing godliness, transgressions are multiplied and our prisons overflowing with
crimes of every description, the causes are various but the reason is too obvious and
maybe considered in some degree as owing to the absence of religious restraint in the
mind, for reformation must begin with individuals ere public character can be improved.
In attending to our Eastern possessions the preacher remarked that it was religion
alone that can render them permanent in our hands by sending spiritual instructors, and as
a decision is taking cognizance of the crimes of so many of our fellow creatures and
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whilst we judge of their sins, let us think in pity on the sinner, being ready to condemn
ourselves in heart since God hath not dealt with us after our sins.

After the service Mr Baron Bolland took his seat at the Nisi Prius where the business
was very trifling and of no interest. Mr Justice Littledale presiding in the Crown Court.
The calendar contained the names of 60 prisoners which were disposed of as follows; 8
received judgment of death, 8 transportation, 19 imprisonment for various periods, 21 not
guilty and 4 discharged.
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[6001/3059]
[IMG_8895]

Salopian Annals, Vol. VII, by Henry Pidgeon, A.D. 1830

[IMG_8896]
[Painting of Shrewsbury viewed from the north.]

[fo. 1r] [IMG_8897]
Salopian Annals, 1830. by Henry Pidgeon.

St. Julian’s Evening Service. Sunday March 21st 1830.

A sermon was preached in St. Julian’s church at 6 o’clock by the Venerable Archdeacon
Bather in order that a collection might be made towards discharging the debt already
incurred & to prevent further accumulation so that in future there may be wanted annually
such a sum only as may be easily procured to meet the current expenses of the year. |
append an account of the disbursements &c since the commencement of the lectures:-

Recd Exps
Advanced by the parish £30 0s. 0d. Fitting up of lights £109 5s. 2d.
Collected in the church £41 0s. 4d. Ventilating church £8 5s. 1%d.
after sermon
Donations £6 0s. 0d. Expences from Easter £23 0s. 0d.
£77 0s. 4d. 1828-1829
Ditto 1829-1830 £23 0s. Od.
Remaining unpaid £88 0s. 5%2d.  Printing and advertising £1 10s. 6d.
£165 0s. 9%2d. £165 0s.

9%ad.

The archdeacon discoursed from 8 chap. Acts the 5th and following verses, shewing the
occasion of the joy in Samaria and leading his hearers to be partakers of that joy by
considering First the preaching of the Gospel was the ground of so much joy in those that
heard it.

Secondly the reception given to it by the Samaritans, as applicable to ourselves.

Thirdly as being the joy by which the Gospel is received and can only be secured,
since it is the greatest joy, the holiest joy, the joy which does most good to the soul, in
which it dwells, and is of all joys the surest and most abiding.

Under these several heads he advanced many striking points in illustration of them
which time and space will not allow me to transcribe. Fully reminding however those for
whom this lecture was instituted, that if the continuance of the service is desired some
exertions on their part should be used to support it, we give our time and labour as our
offering and we must take your zeal and attention as a pledge of acceptance. The
collection was £ [blank].

[fo. 2r] [IMG_8898]

St. Chad’s. Phillips’s Lecture. Thursday March 25th.

A lecture was again commenced at St. Chad’s church, by direction of the Commissioners
of Charities and for the support of which some property of trifling value was originally
left, but has now increased to about £60 per annum. The vicar intends to do the duty
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himself and commenced this evening by discoursing upon the words ‘Seek first the
Kingdom of God and his righteousness &c’ to an auditory of about fifty persons.

Relief of the Poor. March 29th 1830.

At a meeting of the committee of the fund recently subscribed for the relief of the
distressed poor, held at the Guild Hall for the purpose of auditing the accounts &c., it
appears that the total sum collected with the balance of 1820 was £671 13s. 11d. from
which 1894 families in the four parishes consisting of 6857 persons were relieved with
clothing, coals, bread &c to the amount of £534.

In disposing of the surplus money six charities of the town, which have for their
object the relief of the sick poor, had £5 voted to each, and after defraying incidental
expences and deducting the sum of £9 9s. 6d. to the Abbey parish, there remained a
balance of £77 5s. 7d. in the hands of the treasurer until future exigencies shall call it into
operation and which has been placed in the County Savings Bank.

[fo. 3r] [IMG_8899]

Baptist Chapel, Castle Foregate. Good Friday April 9th.

The new chapel recently erected for the use of the seceders from the original Baptist
congregation in this town, was opened this day for public worship, when sermons were
preached by Mr Pewtriss from London and at night by Mr Kent, Baptist minister of the
town.

The collections were £35 0s. Od.

It may be proper here to remark that on the 7th instant a ‘reconciliation’ took place
between the two congregations and a letter was drawn up and signed by the different
parties expressive of regret for what had been said by the seceders in ill feeling towards
their steady brethren and which I have narrated in a former volume.

Body Corporate at St. Chad’s. Easter Sunday.

The Mayor and a few members of the body corporate attended divine service at St.
Chad’s church, where the vicar delivered the same sermon he did on this day three years!
The curate discoursed in the evening from the same words.

Wesleyan Missions. Same day.
The annual sermons were preached at St. John’s Meeting House by the Rev. John James
of London, in aid of Wesleyan missions.

Baptists. Castle Foregate. Same day.

Three more sermons were preached in the Baptist Meeting House, Castle Foregate, in aid
of the funds for erecting the said place of worship. The collections with those of Friday
amounted to upwards of £50.

Primitive Methodists. Same day.

The sect styling themselves Primitive Methodists began their public services as early as
six o’clock A.M. In the course of the day several declamations were made by them in the
open air and at night, many | am assured from the best authority, ranted in their meeting
house until a late hour, with their coats off, using such violence and noise on the subject
‘Lord save the world’, that the perspiration literally ran from their faces, several women
fainted!!!
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[fo. 4r] [IMG_8900]
1830

St. Julian’s Evening Service. Easter Sunday.

After the evening lecture at St. Julian’s church, a meeting was held in the vestry of some
of those who frequent the additional service at that church. Archdeacon Bather in the
chair, who opened the proceedings by stating that the debt remaining due after the sermon
preached in this church on the 21st March, having been defrayed chiefly by the
clergymen, they now wished to ascertain whether a fund could be opened to defray the
expenses attendant on this service, since they were willing to continue to preach provided
this could be accomplished. A subscription was accordingly commenced.

Wesleyan Missions. Monday April 12th.

The annual meeting was held in St. John’s Meeting House of the Shrewsbury Society in
aid of Wesleyan Missions and on Tuesday Dr Raffles of Liverpool delivered an eloguent
sermon. The collections after the several services amounted to £45 12s. 0d.

Sweeping Machine.
During the month of April a machine was introduced and put in operation in our town for
the purpose of sweeping chimnies [sic] and doing away with the practice of climbing.

[fo. 5r] [IMG_8901]

St. Chad’s Schools. Sunday May 9th 1830.

Two sermons were preached at St. Chad’s church in aid of the Girl’s School and Boy’s
Sunday School in that parish. In the morning the Rev. Charles Drury, M.A., F.A.S.
discoursed from 4 Galatians 18 verse. ‘It is good to be zealously affected in a good thing’.
Proving that in the different pursuits in which men engage in life, success can only be
attained by industry and perseverance, and that if the works of Christian charity are to be
successful the same degree of earnestness must be applied and which the text supports,
showing also that whilst we cherish the hope that we may be the humble instruments of
saving souls to Christ, and fitting them for his kingdom, in as much as the world presents
a large portion of the human race who know nothing of God, consequently there is a
difficulty of reclaiming the ignorant mind when left to grow old in sin, and while it
remains in that rude state the necessity of repentance and the love of Christ can possess
no charm for such, hence the necessity of cultivating the mind when young, the religion
of Christ requiring not so much ‘nerve’ as a willing reception of the truths thereof.

The Boys Sunday School in this parish was well adapted from its plan for promoting
religious instruction, towards which object the preacher was sure a spirit of charity
existed in his hearers. The Girls School has a similar good effect, having to earn their
livelihood in domestic life they require further knowledge in such affairs than the boys,
though ornamental needlework is likely to be more prejudicial than useful, but such
matters must be left to those who superintend the Institution. But while such Institutions
as these tend to direct to another world, it is becoming to be zealously affected towards
them and since exertions are making for sending the Gospel to heathen lands, it would be
a mark of wisdom to lay the foundation of early instruction at home. He alluded to the
striking example of Christian benevolence displayed in the first promoter of Sunday
Schools Mr Raikes, who although he had to contend against the prejudices of many, yet
be proceeded well thro’ evil and good. Report [fo. 6r] [IMG_8902] every where
expounding his plans and refuting the objections of those enemies who opposed them.
The success of his exertions have widely spread and as we see the results of this “stirring’
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in a laudable undertaking, we must reflect on the advantages of education as possessed
and enjoyed by ourselves, remembering that these blessings were not given to us so much
for our own learning, but that we might have a zeal for God, since the instructor of youth
as often become wiser by his instructions, so we would humbly hope that the Christian
minister in preaching to others has had his affections more weaned from the world,
remember then that ‘it is good to be zealously affected in a good thing.’

Evening. The Reverend T. B. Lutener, curate of Saint Mary’s preached from 13 chap.
John 34 verse.

From which he observed that although the believer in Christ was free from the
condemnation of the law, yet he is under the law. The faith that justifieth being the faith
that worketh by love, and this love for the brethren is made a test of our obedience to
Christ. The preacher therefore called upon his hearers to evidence their love to the
Saviour by making a provision for these children’s salvation. The establishment of such
schools being likely to do much good, and of which there is great need in the midst of
large populations where the holy sabbath is too often violated, the name of God profaned,
language of impiety proceeding from their lips, and their hearts undisciplined, these with
gambling, theft and other bitter ingredients are culled from early youth. Schools are
therefore needful to contend against such evils, though some shallow reasoners maintain
that education increases crime.

How then is education to be obtained for the poor children before me, their parents in
many instances cannot afford to give it, and frequently by their conduct exercise a
corrupting principle over their children; it becomes then our duty to watch over them, and
the Sunday School affords a shelter from which “positive advantages under [fo. 7r]
[IMG_8903] the divine blessing may be derived from our exertions. Early impressions
made and character formed, which he instanced from Scripture. But schools should be
carried on in a right spirit to do good, and upheld as a sacrifice to the Lord, who so loved
us, as to give himself for us. The aim of a school should not be worldly. Books calculated
to raise the imagination should be avoided and the word of God made as the grand
foundation of instruction, and if we would expect a regeneration of the people, we must
go beyond this, if we wish to strengthen the minds of the young and to persuade them to
take up their cross and follow Christ. It we are desirous of turning many to righteousness
‘Our schools must be holiness to the Lord” not indeed to the knowledge which is of man’s
wisdom, but as the “‘Gate of Heaven’ and the God to whom the youth are directed be
regarded as a ‘Holy God’. We can then look with confidence to the work, for our God is a
jealous God, and if we carry on our work in humble reliance on him, many a lesson will
be given to maturer years.

The soil being thus prepared a rich harvest may be expected in the pastoral labours of
the minister, these too often neglected will become more valued and a generation arise
fearing and serving the Lord. Wish ye well then to this good land where ye dwell, lend
your assistance to this powerful moral engine. Do you delight in doing good, lend your
aid for the instruction of youth, and as you profess to value immortal souls, remember
how many ignorant poor have been swept away when they might have been blessed
through the means of instruction. Let the fearfulness of the question urge us to snatch a
brand as from the fire, for if only one soul shall be saved, the liberality of his hearers
would be well rewarded, and may it be your happiness to meet a blessed band of these
poor children in the realms of glory. In conclusion he impressed upon his hearers that the
Redeemer of the World was a friend to children, having [fo. 8r] [IMG_8904] said in the
Temple, “suffer little children &c’ may his words be yours and may you confer on them a
Christian education. Thus saith the Lord of Hosts “The silver is mine and the gold is mine
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and ye are his stewards give largely then, for he that giveth sparingly shall reap little, give
not grudgingly, but as an earnest that ye love one another. Remember His love and
forbearance to you. His forgiveness of your backslidings and when you thus feel that he is
precious, reflect how little you give. Finally to insure a blessing on our labours let us
heartily unite in the words of the Psalm and say ‘Prosper thou O Lord, the works of our
hands, prosper thou our handywork.’

The collection amounted to £46 0s. 6d.

Lancasterian School. Same day.
A sermon was preached in Swan Hill Meeting House in aid of the funds of the
Lancasterian School by the Rev. John Kelly of Liverpool. £20 0s. 0d. was collected.

Rev. C. Bury, St. Chad’s.

The Reverend Charles Bury, curate of St. Chad’s, having preached a sermon in that
church on Sunday evening May 4th from [blank] Luke [blank] ‘Being willing to justify
himself’. He took occasion in the course of it to advert to the open manner in which the
principles of religion were violated and disregarded by those whose chief concern it
should be to support and protect them, from the high situation and authority they hold in
the government of the nation, or responsibility in the church. His animadversions though
perhaps rather strong in language were but too true, which a very recent letter published
by the Bishop of London and addressed to the clergy of his diocese, fully confirms. I did
not however consider them so pointed as to deserve more notice than the many hard
sayings we often hear in sermons, and therefore did not take notes. The vicar however
thought otherwise and being advised [fo. 9r] [IMG_8905] by some persons who did not
hear the sermon wrote Mr Bury the following letter, which is the only reason | allude to
the subject, though it is rather a singular coincidence that Mr Langley’s first sermon
before the vicar “How can a man be just with God’ gave a similar offence, because Mr
Langley denied the power of ‘good works’ to afford ‘a passport to heaven’. May 10th
1830.

Copy.
College Hill, May 6th 1830.

Dear Bury, | was very much hurt at hearing your sermon last Sunday evening, that part of
it which reflected on the conduct of his Majesty’s government and our spiritual rulers, has
in my opinion, such a dangerous tendency, viz. that of undermining the attachment which
| trust my parishioners have to their superiors in Church and State, that I think myself
bound to tell you candidly I cannot conscientiously present you to the chapel which is
now building in Frankwell.

I have not come to this determination without maturely considering the subject and |
now do so with sincere regret, as it has ever been my most earnest wish to serve you, but |
have an awful duty to perform to 8,000 individuals and my own judgement and that of the
friends whom | have consulted on this painful business tell me that | ought not to let
private feelings prevent me from doing what I think to be right. I should be sorry that the
termination of our present connexion should be attended with inconvenience to you, and |
hope we shall be able to arrange that termination amicably and satisfactorily. | remain
yours faithfully (signed) Jas. Edward Compson.

Cobbett’s Lecture.

Cobbett delivered two political lectures in the Fox Room on the 12 and 13 May,
admittance 2/- about one hundred persons attended.
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[fo. 10r] [IMG_8906]

The Reverend C. Bury’s reply to Mr Compson, Cadogan Cottages, May 7th 1830.
Dear Sir,

As your letter of this morning implies a wish that | would resign the curacy of St. Chad’s,
I beg in reply to say that I trust by this time three months you will have met with a
gentleman to fill the situation I now hold whose conduct and doctrine will give you more
satisfaction than mine appear to have done.

To our own master we must each of us stand or fall and human opinion will avail
little to procure peace of conscience here, or happiness hereafter. It is therefore a source
of comfort to myself that I leave the curacy not for having neglected my duty but for
endeavouring to discharge it conscientiously and fearlessly. The minister of the Gospel
who wishes to be found faithful and with whom the love of Christ is the constraining and
actuating principle will not and dares not conceal any part of the truth, either from the
fear of man, or from solicitude for the advancement of his temporal interests, for woe be
to him who adds anything thereto, or diminishes ought therefrom, who feeds not his flock
with the sincere milk of the word. | have not derived my opinions, or principles from the
opinions and principles of others, or from any abstract notions of my own, but have
derived them from the word of God, and have endeavoured and will, by God’s blessing,
endeavour to act up to them decidedly and independently of all, not seeking to be justified
by man, but desiring the justification that comes from God only.

That | have never gone beyond what scripture warrants me, every one must allow,
and with regard to that part of my last sermon to which you object, | would refer you to
Nehemiah 13 chap 17 verse, Acts 13th chap 27 verse, also 24th ch. & 25 verse, Matthew
23 chap 2 and 3 verses and | would humbly hope that though I may not have spoken
smooth things, | have yet spoken the truth, unadorned it may be with man’s wisdom, yet
plainly and according [fo. 11r] [IMG_8907] to the measure bestowed upon me.

I seek not however as I said before to be justified of man, but I do feel most thankful
that I have been enabled to do my duty at least in some part. After mature consideration
you have come to the conclusion that it will be more to your comfort and the advantage of
your parishioners that | should no longer be curate of St. Chad’s. Far be it from my
wishes to render you uncomfortable with your parish, or to lead astray those committed
to your care. The curacy has never been an enviable one, and in resigning it, | have little
to regret, except parting from a few individuals who have ever evinced towards me
genuine kindness and shown me most gratifying attention. | remain, yours truly, Charles
Bury.

Corporation, St. Chad’s. Whitsunday May 30th 1830.

The body corporate attended divine service at St. Chad’s, the vicar preached from 4 chap.
Ephesians, 30 verse. He shewed that the gift of the Holy Spirit as stated in Scripture was
two fold, pointing out first the abuses which this doctrine of our religion is liable to.
Secondly, what are the uses of this doctrine to which our church calls our attention on this
day. Mr Bury preached the usual sermon in the evening by request of the vicar, agreeably
to the will of Mr Crosse.

Cavalry. Monday May 31st.

The south regiment of Salopian Cavalry having been on permanent duty for the past week
under the command of Lord Clive, were reviewed this morning by Lt Col. Wallace of the
5th Dragoons.
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[fo. 12r] [IMG_8909]
Friday June 11th
In reference to the unpleasant disputes which occurred at the Builders’ Arbour last year |
sent the following communication to the Salopian Journal. As it is of an historical nature
I append in this place a printed copy.

H. Pidgeon

[print begins]
SHREWSBURY SHOW
For the Salopian Journal

“To Kingsland’s arbours once a year they go,
In order’d elegance, serene and slow;
The bodies corporate in classes bright,
In different orders, but in one delight;
There blend with mutual hands the friendly bowls,
There blend their wishes, and there blend their souls.’

Jones’s Shrewsbury Quarry anno 1770

The anniversary of ‘Shrewsbury Show’ being a day always anticipated by Salopians with
feelings of delight, as affording an annual treat of no ordinary recreation and hospitality, |
am gratified to find that this custom - a remnant of the hearty and vigorous manners of
our forefathers in days of yore, is not to be wanting on the approaching return of its
celebration in the pageantry which particularly distinguished it in times long winged
away. In fact, | have never witnessed the social pomp of the different Companies
marching in procession through our streets to Kingsland - the goodly array of tradesmen
walking, as it were, hand in hand together, - without feeling that, as

‘Union, Brotherhood and Mirth’

are thus combined in one delightful scene, every countenance being brightened with these
moral virtues, it does much to cultivate that good fellowship and harmony which is at
least conducive to the best interests and well-being of society.

Whilst upon this subject, I would therefore take leave to suggest to the Com-brethren
a plan which might prevent a repetition of petty disputes, which, it must be remembered,
occurred at the last celebration of this Ancient Festival respecting the priority of the
‘Arbour’ in which the Mayor and Corporation should dine, although it has been
customary of late years for the Mayor and his attendants, on arriving at Kingsland, to
proceed at once to the ‘Cordwainers’ where they generally dined, and, after visiting the
other arbours to finish their peregrinations at the ‘Builders;’ last year, however, the two
Companies had provided suitable entertainments, each expecting and claiming the honour
of his company to dinner; the debate went high, and so far as to cause an adjustment of
the point in dispute by a ballot among the attendants of the Mayor, when it was decided in
favour of the ‘Men of Leather,” at which the ‘Hearts of Oak and Stone’ naturally relented
to anything but acquiescence in the decision.
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Now such an unpleasant difference, | am sure, might be avoided in future, if it was
previously arranged for one of the several Companies to invite his Worship to dine with
them alternately, when he might enjoy himself with comfort, instead of hastily
demolishing half a dozen dinners in the same number of hours! (to which the digestive
powers of a portly Alderman can alone do adequate justice); proceeding at his
convenience to visit other Companies in their respective arbours; and

Thus mixing with the social band,
Might give to each his heart and hand,
whilst he convivially and pleasantly
‘Quaffed the invigorating cheer,

To Friendship sacred.

until he had completed his round, at which last Arbour a portion of the collation provided
might be reserved, and appropriated as a sort of finale or supper; each Company would
then in their turn, have all the gratification resulting from the Mayor and his friends
dining and supping with them once in six years, besides the additional opportunity
afforded of spending the festive day among themselves and visitors with comfort, instead
of, as at present, not venturing to feed the good things so amply provided until the Right
Worshipful of the day had seated himself at their hospitable board, whereby much time is
unnecessarily wasted in etiquette, which might be more happily employed by drowning in
the sparkling glass whatever petty piques may have accumulated during the past year;
whilst it would do much to prevent the Chief Magistrate from being deserted by his
followers when the finish is made complete by the good things being ended, and leaving
him to “plod his weary way’ homewards with one solitary attendant, as was the case last
year.

Trusting that these observations will be viewed as a wish to see this Annual Meeting
of the Com-brethren accord in some degree with the spirit of its original institution, and to
prove an event creditable to our native town.

I remain, Sir, yours etc., SALOPIENSIS
June 1st 1830
[print ends]

Medical Lectures. Friday June 11th

This evening Mr. William Clement junior in concluding the course of medical lectures,
gave an illustration of hernia or rupture of the bladder which caused the decease of Mr.
Bowley, an engraver of this town, producing the specimen taken after his decease, being a
case of great rarity not more than six similar ones having occurred during a period of 50
years. Mr. Clement said that Sir Astley Cooper had overlooked many provincial
surgeons who had written on hernia from their own practice, he (Mr. C.) could not
account for this unless it was that the ‘Cockneys’ were composed of more scientific
particles than the ‘Provincials.” In taking his leave he enumerated the parts of anatomy
which had been treated upon during the lectures by the several [fo. 13r] [IMG_8910]
gentlemen engaged, leaving it to the decision of the pupils how far they had succeeded in
their endeavours. For his own part he had strove to discharge his duty with zeal and
earnestness and should be happy if required to meet the class in a future season. It may
be proper to mention that the class was small, that Mr. Whitney did not deliver all the
lectures proposed, Mr. Jones three for Levason and Mr. Dovaston only one.
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[fo. 11v] [IMG_8908]

Friday June 17th

About 20 gentlemen, being friends of the Medical Lecturers, dined and spent a most
convivial evening at the Raven Inn, J. F. M. Dovaston Esqg. presiding.

Shrewsbury Show Monday June 14th

Having sent my account of Shrewsbury Show to the Salopian Journal, to save transcribing
it, I annex a printed copy thereof. H. Pidgeon

[Print]

The ancient Festival of Shrewsbury Show was celebrated, with increased splendour, on
Monday last. The town, at an early hour, began to assume an appearance of bustle -
though the morning was anything but fine, several sharp showers occurring, which served
to cast a damp over the preliminaries of the day; for notwithstanding the bells of our
several churches sent forth at intervals their harmonious peals yet rain it would.

However, the several Companies began to assemble at 12 o’clock, in their usual stations
of muster, and proceeded at 1 to the Castle; from whence, with a ‘little sun’ and some
‘little rain’, they passed along Castle Street, High Pavement, Pride Hill, and Mardol,
towards Kingsland, in the following order, the line of procession being unusually
thronged with spectators anxious to witness the gradual improvement of the Pageantry:-

MASTER CORDWAINERS,
Preceded by their Beadle bearing a Battle Axe, and

CRISPIN and CRISPINUS
Patrons of the ‘Art, Trade, Mystery, Calling or Occupation’ of Shoemaking... the former
attired in a leather surcoat, bearing his Mace, and the latter dressed in the uniform of an
Officer of the last century - followed by a Drum and Fife, 3 Flags, the Wardens of the
Company, and about 30 of the ‘Gentle Craft.’

THE APPRENTICE SHOEMAKERS,
With their KING, Music, Flags, &c.
THE MASTER TAILORS,
Preceded by two Shield Bearers, Band, and large Purple and Orange Flag.
THE APPRENTICES,
Who had two men dressed in long ‘Gowns’ of ‘Leaves, sewed together’ - representing
‘Adam and Eve,’ the first of their trade; and though they did not in appearance rank as
‘Beauties of the Creation,’ yet, as ‘Eve’ ever and anon plucked an apple from a Large
Branch of a tree borne before them and gave it to *Adam’ to taste, the representation
excited no small degree of merriment among the spectators.
MASTER BUTCHERS,
Preceded by their Beadle and Shield-Bearer, Drum and Fife.
THE APPRENTICE BUTCHERS

Followed, in number about 30, with their “Monarch,” mounted and bearing a Cleaver.
[The clean appearance and florid countenances of this portion of the procession (being
dressed in white frocks) was highly attractive.]

THE MASTER SMITHS,
Preceded by a ‘Knight,”” in a complete suit of Black Armour, carrying a Sword and
Shield, inscribed ‘With Hammer and Hand all Arts do stand;’ his attendants occasionally
firing Blunderbusses. With their Wardens, Flags, Music, &c.
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MASTER BUILDERS,
Preceded by their KING, who personated (with tolerable effect) ‘HENRY THE
EIGHTH,” being portly, well raddled, and sufficiently whiskered. Wardens, Band, Flags
&c.
THE APPRENTICE BRICKLAYERS,
With their KING, gaudily dressed: Music, Flags, &c.
APPRENTICE HATTERS,
Who had for their ‘Leader’ an Indian Chief, dressed in tolerably good Eastern costume,
and mounted on horseback, performing his part judiciously. Music, Streamers, &c.
THE BARBER CHIRURGEONS
Preceded by a Banner, on which was inscribed -
‘Chartered by Edward 1st;
1304:
Incorporated with the Wax and Tallow Chandlers,
by Charter of King James 2d.
1686.
Wardens, S. HULME and JNO. FRAIL, 1830.

Two beautiful Flags (presented to the County of Salop by Lady Oakeley), with Drum and

Fife.
(It may be proper here to remark, that the Masters of this Company have not walked in
procession to Kingsland for near a century; and if every Warden would exert himself with
the same degree of spirit which has characterised those of this ancient Guild, it would do
much to promote the celebration of ‘Shrewsbury Show’ with still greater hilarity.)

THE COM-BRETHREN of SADDLERS, PAINTERS, &c.
Preceded by a Caparisoned Horse, led by a well-dressed Jockey.
A beautiful Flag, on which were emblazoned the Armorial Bearings (quartered) of the
several Trades of this Composition with the Mottos — “Hold fast, sit sure;” “Verbum
DOMINI Manet in AEternum.’
THE APPRENTICE PAINTERS.
Though last, not least (in our regard), came the Representative of the Painters” Company,
in the Character of SIR PETER Paul RUBENS.
[The illustrious Prince of Design and King of Allegory, whose imagery was as splendid
as the dreams of fairy land, and to gaze on whose tints was as a feast of roses, was
admirably supported and excellently dressed, being an exact copy of the costume of the
time in which this luminary in the hemisphere of talent lived, and, taking him for all in
all, did infinite credit to those who superintended the character, as coming nearer to the
thing intended, and possessing in appearance as much of the Knight of Pageants and
Tournament, as any exhibited; in short, it was such a Figure as men and children gaze at
with astonishment, and ladies love to look upon.]
Four Armorial Banners (executed in a very superior style), Flags, Music, Stewards,

&ec.

Thus, indeed, did the several Companies move towards Kingsland, with Music, Flags,
and Banners - truly exhibiting

UNION and BROTHERHOOD

whilst the whole Procession presented a lively picture of the hearty and vigorous manners
of our fore-fathers, and which it may be a mark of wisdom to encourage and support.
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At two o’clock, the Mayor, attended by about 30 Gentlemen, followed to Kingsland,
preceded by the Town-Crier, Marshal, Sergeants at Mace, &c. &c.; where they were
entertained most hospitably at the different arbours, though the company assembled to
greet them was not so numerous as we have witnessed on former occasions, owing, no
doubt, to the unsettled state of the weather.

The Mayor and his friends, on entering the arbour of the Hairdressers, were greeted
by a salute of rockets; and, after partaking of the hospitality of that Company, proceeded
homewards about half-past nine o’clock. And we may mention with pleasure, that the
seasonable hint thrown out in a former Journal was attended to on the present
Anniversary, inasmuch as the Chief Magistrate was escorted into town by his predecessor
in office, and John Cressett Pelham, Esg. M.P. for the County, followed by a select
number of Gentlemen: whilst the Trades also returned with greater regularity and
decorum than has been known on any former occasion; each departing to their homes or
rendezvous highly gratified with their holiday and recreation; and the town was speedily
as quiet as upon ordinary occasions.

H.P.
June 15, 1830
[print ends]

[fo. 14r] [IMG_8911]

Mercers’ Company. June 15th

The United Company of Mercers, Grocers etc to the number of upwards of one hundred
dined in the Great Room of the Lion Inn. | may be excused mentioning in this place that
| yesterday took up my Freedom in this ancient Guild.

93rd Highlanders  Thursday June 17th

Our town was agreeably surprised by the entrance of the Reserve Companies of the 93rd
Highlanders. Their dress excited much amusement. They were drawn up in the evening in
the Market Square and paraded with their band through some of the principal streets
proceeding on their march in the morning.

Death of the King

The news of the death of our Gracious Sovereign, George the Fourth, arrived in our town
by express about two o’clock yesterday morning, having departed this life on Saturday
morning (about a quarter past 3 0’clock) the 26th June in the 68th year of his age and
after a reign of ten years and 5 months. From the first bulletin of the King’s illness
having been issued since the middle of last April this melancholy event had been
anticipated with much concern.

Monday June 28th 1830

Archdeacon’s Visitation. St. Peter’s Day

The Venerable Archdeacon Bather held his Visitation in St. Chad’s Church where he
delivered a very long charge on the state of the churches and accommodation for hearing
therein throughout his Diocese.

The sermon was preached by the Rev. Richard Corfield M.A., Rector of Pitchford etc
and was a very interesting exposition of that important text, the 18th verse of the 16th
Chapter of St. Matthew, ‘And | say unto thee thou art Peter etc’.

Understanding from a clergyman in the course of the day that the sermon would be
published, it is unnecessary to record my notes thereof. [Added] His sermon was
published in July.
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[fo. 14v] [IMG_8912]

1830 June 28th.

Married at Ripon, the Rev. J. E. Compson M.A., Vicar of St. Chad’s in our town, to
Eleanor Agnes, 3rd daughter of the late Rev. William Hodges M.A., Vicar of Mattersea
and Hayton, Notts.

[fo. 15r] [IMG_8913]
Proclamation of His Majesty King William the Fourth in Shrewsbury

Thursday July 1st
His Majesty King William the Fourth was proclaimed in our town this morning at the
usual places with becoming ceremony. The procession would have been well supported
had not the unpropitious rain destroyed its effect. At one the procession moved from the
Town Hall towards the castle in the following order:

Two trumpeters on horseback
Band of the South Shropshire Yeomanry Cavalry
The Incorporated Companies, viz.
Cordwainers Butchers  Bricklayers etc  Mercers etc
Tailors Smithsetc Barbersetc Sadlers etc
Four trumpeters on horseback
Band of Shropshire MilitiaThe staff of Shropshire Militia
The County Clerk  Sheriff’s Officers
The Marshall on a white horse
Sergeants at Mace and Under Officers
Shrewsbury Volunteer flag ~ The Union flag
Mayor of Shrewsbury The High Sheriff
Aldermen in the scarlet gowns Assistants
Freeholders and gentlemen

On arriving at the castle and after the usual forms had been finished J. C. Pelham Esq.
M.P. invited the Corporation and Mercers’ Company to partake of a profuse collation
provided only a few hours previous - several of the members of the other Companies to
procure a shelter at least from the pelting rain, sought a refuge at least in the ancient
fortress where the confusion that prevailed baffles description, each person seeming most
anxious to take care of himself. The wine was drunk in half pints to the extent of about 15
dozen bottles, many of which had their neck decapitated when the corkscrew was not
speedily forthcoming, after quantum sufficit had been “proclaimed’ also, in the
appearance of many and the patience of the spectators [fo. 16r] [IMG_8915] much
annoyed by the procession being thus detained more than two hours, the votaries of Mr.
Pelham’s hospitality again sallied forth to complete their round, exhibiting in procession
nothing like order and in appearance if a comparison was not odious as so many half
drowned rats, the rain pouring in torrents whilst each person as he passed his own door
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thought it no bad policy to retreat - leaving the Mayor to find his way to the Town Hall
with those who from pure etiquette or hire were obliged to follow.

Borough Election. Saturday July 3rd

The speedy dissolution of Parliament being anticipated owing to the demise of the late
King, the spirit of electioneering began this day to manifest itself in our Borough by an
address from Mr. Boycott, the unsuccessful candidate at the last election, expressive of
his intention again to offer himself as a candidate for our representation and “assuring his
friends and supporters that the interests of the town and county of Salop and the general
business of the nation should be sedulously attended to by him’.

This was speedily followed by one from Mr. Slaney stating his intention to solicit the
honour and of his determination to abide the issue of a contest, whilst he should adhere to
the same moderate and constitutional principles which he had always professed and
would never abandon.

It was, however, a surprise to many that another candidate should arise in the person
of our own resident townsman, Richard Jenkins Esq., whose active services in India for
many has gained him distinguished honour and which | have already noticed in a
preceding volume, and further that Mr. Boycott had resigned, which a handbill soon
confirmed, signifying “ that as the principles and opinions of Mr. Jenkins were in strict
unison with his own and as his tried abilities rendered him fully qualified to discharge the
duties of a Senator, he was unwilling from feelings of regard and near relationship to be
any obstacle to his success.’

[fo. 15v] [IMG_8914]

Mr. Corbett on the 6th July

A handbill was circulated from Mr. Corbett bearing date London, stating, ‘that from the
flattering manner in which he had been twice returned he should feel it his duty to be at
his post until the result of the Poll.”

[fo. 17r] [IMG_8916]

Farewell Sermon. Revd C. Bury,

St Chad’s Sunday July 4th

I have already adverted to the difference between the Vicar of St Chad’s and his curate,
Mr Bury. This evening therefore the church of St Chad was crowded by a very
respectable congregation who had anxiously assembled to hear Mr Bury deliver his
farewell address. Never did | witness greater attention in a place of worship or observe
more heartfelt regret than was manifest on the present occasion as the Reverend
gentleman discoursed on the words taken from the 13 Chap Hebrews and the 14th verse.
‘For here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come.” In the truly excellent
sermon from this text he principally set forth that as we were sent into this world to
prepare for a better, we should learn to think of it as of something that must soon pass
away, viewing the invisible world as already present. He would however mention to his
hearers not for the first time from this pulpit though it would be the last, that there is but
one way to Heaven for all, and that way is by Faith thro’ Jesus Christ, which Faith is the
Gift of God, and as he feeling said, ‘I thought once that my Ministry would have ended
only with you which had led me to form plans of future usefulness’. Truly the eyes of all
were upon him and as the eye that gazes must sometimes weep, so the Tears of Sympathy
that were seen abundantly flowing relieved the spirit of many who had experienced his
kindness and attention and who therefore could deeply feel his farewell.
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Mr Bury properly refrained from pointed remarks, considering the pulpit as no fit
place for them and though Providence had frustrated his designs, though his labours had
been short and the result not great, yet he would ascribe all the good resulting from them
to the Glory of God, for it had been his earnest endeavour to preach the truth as it was in
Jesus and if he had said what appeared to be harsh, it resulted only from a desire and
under the impression to do good. Where (h)is future lot might be fixed he knew not, but
he [fo. 18r] [IMG_8917] would nevertheless trust in the Lord hoping that he should not
be forgotten at the Throne of Grace, whilst he impressed upon his hearers to take heed
how they hear and what they hear and to compare it with the Word of God. Farewell and
though we may not meet again in this world, may God grant that we may meet around His
Throne, not for a few fleeting years but for ever.

Thus have the feelings of a large congregation been again outraged by the peculiar
notions of the Vicar of St. Chad’s, having caused the resignation of a faithful and
indefatigable Curate, one who had exerted himself to his utmost strength for the general
good in faithfully dispensing the word of truth in its purity, whilst the rupture he has been
advised to make, with the impressive services of this day will not speedily be forgotten by
his parishioners, it will be well if the cause of religion does not suffer by it and those ties
of attachment which should strongly subsist between a minister and his people weakened.
It must also be evident to posterity that the vicar in this transaction, as well as in many
others since he has presided over this parish has been ill counselled, the result indeed of
having no solid opinion of his own, but seeking ever a refuge for his conduct in the
opinions of others, and this will certainly form no bright memorial of him when his days
shall be reviewed upon the page of History, or a comparison drawn between him and his
predecessors. These are not the remarks of a prejudiced mind, but without egotism, of a
candid and | would hope impartial annalist; in short Mr Bury’s resignation has caused
great dissatisfaction in the parish as well as an astonishing sensation in the town. His
attention and charity to the poor, the prompt and efficient discharge of his ministerial
duties and though last not least his close connection by relationship with the vicar no
doubt contribute to raise surprise at a dismissal which no one expected.

[fo. 19r] [IMG_5303]
Bible Society. Thursday July 6th 1830.
The anniversary of the Shropshire Bible Society was held in the Guild Hall, Archdeacon
Corbett President, supported by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese. The company was less
than on any former occasion and the speeches had more in the character of a succession
of sermons rather than lively stimulants.

The report stated that in the past year 883 bibles, 1072 testaments had been
distributed, £480 sent to the parent society and £330 expended in payment for bibles. The
collection after the meeting was £17 8s. 3d.

Revd John Harding, Curate of St Chads. Saturday July 11th.

The Revd. John Harding of Shiffnal having been appointed curate of St Chad’s in the
place of Mr Bury delivered his introductory sermon this evening from 8 Chap. Acts 34
and 35 verses.

From which he endeavoured to set before his hearers the origin of the words of the
text, ‘the grand duty of ministers of the Gospel and the grand subject of their ministry, viz,
to preach Jesus, to enforce repentance. conversion, faith in Christ and acceptance through
the merits of a redeemer, such doctrines every Christian minister is bound to preach’.

The minister of the Gospel too is not to palliate vice, but to deliver that which he has
received commending himself to every man’s conscience in the sight of God, preaching
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the plain truths enjoined and revealed by our saviour. Feeling (as the preacher
emphatically said) what I am | would turn my thoughts up to the Throne of Grace,
imploring Almighty God to strengthen my hands, the weakest of his servants and however
unworthy my endeavours may be in themselves, to make them serviceable to the
conversion of sinners, for His ministrations in the Holy Temple (continued the preacher)
he had given up all for the service of the Gospel and having entered the field of God’s
spiritual harvest must continue until the end of the day since inclination and interest must
never be yielded to so as to deviate from the path pointed out to us by God; | now appear
before you as your minister, must henceforth [fo. 20r] [IMG_8919] be ready in and out of
season, regulating my views according to the standard of God and the Gospel and
inculcating those pure and holy precepts of our religion contained therein. In conclusion
he urged his hearers to strengthen the hands of their ministers by a lively confidence and
the practice of undefiled religion, ever bearing in mind that they are but men and what
may be considered foolish to correct in the spirit of charity and what is thought to be good
to receive with meekness giving God the glory, praying too that utterance may be given
them to open their mouths widely being ambassadors of Christ. He then knelt down and
offered a suitable prayer to that effect.

Funeral of King George IV. Thursday July 15th.

Being the day appointed for the funeral of our late King, George the Fourth, as a mark of
respect to his memory, the inhabitants of our town generally closed the windows of their
houses and shops. Business being entirely suspended, at eleven o’clock the Mayor and 12
aldermen in their scarlet gowns with a respectable number of assistants went in
procession to St. Chad’s church where the vicar preached from 14 chap Job, [blank]
verse, shewing how apt an emblem of man were flowers, since they soon bud, bloom,
wither and die, that the good actions of men send forth a fragrance even from the tomb,
and that in shedding tears of sorrow over the grave, it should teach a lesson of mortality,
quoting the circumstance of a heathen king, who had a person every day to say to him
‘King thou art mortal’, he discussed the importance of the “proverb’ which he said would
have a direct tendency to put him in mind of his death and of his duty as well as to make
him approach nearest to that virtue and charity so desirable.

In reference to our late Sovereign the vicar said, that when we consider the voices
that are this day in all parts improving his death, it surely must be a testimony of public
worth, for if riches or health could have reversed the inevitable decree of ‘dust thou art
and unto dust shall thou return’, [fo. 21r] [IMG_8920] it would have been done for he
truly was the artists best friend. The poor man’s comfort and every man’s hope, his
general anxiety to do good, being well known to have proceeded from a regard to all, of
the numberless charitable institutions to which he contributed, time would fail him in
reminding his hearers, as well as of the many great public services he had rendered his
country. Do you wish then to pay a mark of respect to your deceased Sovereign, you
cannot do it better than by allegiance to his successor, which he hoped his hearers would
bear in mind, and if he had not said enough in praise to the late king, trusted that they
would consider it was from that regard for truth which a Christian minister ought to
possess, concluding his discourse by several quotations from Scripture showing that the
Christian was not without hope in death, which were followed by some moral reflections
which the subject as incentives to a virtuous life.

Such is the substance of the vicar’s discourse. In the evening Mr Harding the curate
preached at the same place an excellent sermon, calculated at once to improve and reform
the heart, and to lead his hearers under impressions suitable to the contemplation of the
uncertainties of human life and the solid happiness reserved in another and better world
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for those that love and fear God in this state of trial and probation.

I should have mentioned that the Corporation were preceded to and from church by
the charity scholars on the foundations of Bowdler, Millington, Allatt and the National
with St. Chad’s Boy’s Sunday School, the Shropshire Band playing the ‘Dead march in
Saul’.

At night fine muffled peals were rung on the bells of St. Chad’s and St. Alkmund’s
churches, and the announcement of the hour from the several church clocks was made on
the bell by a muffled hammer throughout the day. The pulpits of the churches of the
several dissenting chapels being tastefully hung with black cloth.

[fo. 22r] [IMG_8921]

Lancasterian School. Sunday July 18th 1830.

Two sermons preached at the Baptist Meeting House in aid of the funds the Lancasterian
Schools by Rev. James Lister, Liverpool. The collection was £ [blank].

National Schools. Sunday July 25th.

A sermon was preached at St. Chad’s church by the Reverend William Clive, M.A. vicar
of Welchpool in aid of the funds of the National Schools, from 19 chap Proverbs 2 verse,
‘That the soul be without knowledge it is not good” was the judgement of one who was
well able to appreciate knowledge, being the wisest of men. The preacher proceeded to
enquire what degree of knowledge is necessary, and the meaning of the word knowledge
alluded to in the text. He refuted the objection as to schools being seminaries for
promoting evil communications, the supporters having in view the very opposite design,
viz that of training up children in those religious truths which have a tendency to a
religious life and that will prove to the everlasting welfare of their poorer brethren, the
knowledge therefore that is essential to the good of the soul is religious knowledge and
such is the knowledge expressed in the text.

In concluding his discourse that good resulted to the school by occasional visits from
the subscribers which the report mentions ‘has in many instances been attended to and
manifest benefit resulted’” which induces the committee to urge that the practice should
become more general, since it leads the children to form their conduct by the Scriptures,
to respect their superiors and to a renewal of kind intercourse with our poorer brethren,
whereby the “prating’ of the teachers of classes is checked and the prejudices of parents
allayed and that in this wealthy and populous town an institution like this will never want
support, so long as it has for its object the present and future welfare of mankind.

The same sermon was delivered in the evening at St. Julian’s. The collections were
£60 0s. 0d.

[fo. 23r] [IMG_8922]

Corporation Meeting. Thursday July 29th 1830.

At a house meeting of the Corporation held at 9 o’clock at night (which could not be
raised earlier) it was determined not to pay an assessor from their funds, but if the
candidates chose they might elect one and pay him.

Borough Nominations. Friday July 30th.

At the early hour of six o’clock the parties of Mr Jenkins and Mr Slaney commenced
parading the streets with flags and two excellent bands of music. Nine o’clock being the
hour appointed for the nomination of two burgesses to represent our borough in
Parliament, the whole area of the Market Square was filled with a dense mass of
spectators who made a tremendous crush to obtain a situation in the Hall when the doors
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were opened. The Mayor having taken his place, Panton Corbett, Esquire, was proposed
by Edward Cludde, Esquire, seconded by John Eaton, junr., Esquire; Robert Aglionby
Slaney, Esquire, by the Rev. Sir Edward Kynaston, Bart, seconded by Henry Benyon,
Esquire; Richard Jenkins, Esquire, by John Wingfield, seconded by Robert Burton, junr.
Esquire. On a show of hands being demanded, it was decided in favour of Mr Jenkins and
Mr Slaney, when a poll was demanded on behalf of Mr Corbett. After this a considerable
excitation was raised on by Mr. William Clement, junr., rising to enquire whether it was
the intention of the Mayor as usual to appoint an assessor, it having been generally
rumoured that Mr Loxdale had offered to accept of that office, which from the political
bias of Mr Loxdale, and as Mr Clement observed the ‘Director and Master’ of the
Corporation would be an appointment obnoxious to every independent burgess!

The members present of the Corporation hearing that they had a ‘Master’ manifested
any thing but pleasure and were defended by Mr Bather and J. C. Pelham, Esquire, the
latter finding he could get no hearing and the ‘mobility” shouting that they would go and
‘storm his castle’ instantly seized his hat and left the Hall. The Mayor however after
consulting his friends [fo. 24r] [IMG_8923] around him how he should act, signified that
he should sit as assessor himself, calling in the aid of some of the aldermen of the
Corporation.

Mr Corbett having refused to bring up his voters to the hustings by tallies (the usual
manner), the spacious Market Square was yesterday fitted up for the purpose of taking the
poll, a portion at each end being boarded for the occasion, two poll clerks being employed
to receive the votes, the open space was left for spectators. The Mayor and aldermen
sitting in the Town Hall to hear and decide objections made to votes.

At one o’clock on Monday Mr Corbett finding it useless to keep the poll open longer,
declared his intention of having it closed, an adjournment was consequently made to the
Town Hall when Mr Jenkins and Mr Slaney were declared duly elected.

Mr Corbett in addressing the electors on retireing [sic] noticed that he had grounded
his success on having upwards of 600 promises, 107 of whom unexpectedly polled
against him and 53 had not come up to poll.

The election was carried on in a good spirit, though much regret is expressed that Mr
Corbett is not returned, which might have been done had even but little electioneering
exertions been used, in fact his election was given away, though | am assured 220 were
bribed by Mr Slaney’s part, one ‘Judas’ received the money but cast it upon the table, and
voted for Mr Corbett.

Wednesday August 4th was the day fixed for chairing the town members when it was
decided by Mr Jenkins’s committee that Mr J. should not be chaired with Mr Slaney,
consequently two processions were formed, Mr Jenkins’s party passing from the Hall, up
Pride Hill to the Castle Foregate, and Mr Slaney’s along High Street to the Colehams.

The procession, banners, flags &c were much the same as usual and the whole passed
off without any collision [fo. 25r] [IMG_8924] of the parties. At five o’clock about 150
friends of Mr Jenkins dined at the Talbot, Col. Leighton presiding and nearly the same
number of Mr Slaney’s at the Lion.

The following is a statement of each day’s poll.

Mr Corbett Mr Slaney Mr Jenkins
Friday July 30 160 157 230
Saturday July 31 192 338 407
Monday Aug. 2 94 68 117

440 563 754
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The number of voters being [blank].

County Nomination. Tuesday August 3rd.

Being the day fixed to nominate two gentlemen to represent the county of Salop, a small
though highly respectable body of freeholders assembled in the County Hall. Sir Rowland
Hill was proposed by Sir Andrew Corbett, Bart., and seconded by E. W. Smythe Owen,
Esquire. John Cressett Pelham, Esquire, by the Hon. and Rev. Richard Hill, seconded by
the Reverend Henry Burton, senior. The election was adjourned to Friday.

Friday August 6th. The election of Mr Hill and Mr Pelham as members for our
county took place as usual at the Castle. At one o’clock they were chaired through the
accustomed streets in two elegant “cars’, the ceremony was truly beautiful in effect, and a
great number of Shropshire gentry formed part of the procession.

Assizes. Saturday August 7th.

At 8 o’clock this evening the Commission of Assize was opened before Sir James Allan
Park, Knt., & Sir J. B. Bousanquet, Knt. Sunday the 8th, the judges attended divine
service at St. Chad’s church where a truly appropriate and eloquent sermon was preached
by the Rev. Thomas Hunt. M.A. Rector of West Felton, from 2 chap. 1 Samuel and 25
verse. After noticing the import of the words of the text, he [fo. 26r] [IMG_8925] shewed
in what consisted the peculiar aggravation of the sons of Eli, viz in bringing by their
conduct a contempt on the ordinances of God, and that Eli’s address to them was full of
awakening conviction applicable to all, deducing several observations from the text
applicable to the present occasion, adverting to the judgement seat of Christ, impressing
upon his hearers that the greatest sin committed by man, is contempt of salvation, that self
righteousness would never stand, since other foundation hath no man laid, than that which
is laid in and through the mediation of Christ Jesus.

The calendar contained the names of 39 prisoners, 20 of whom had judgement of
death recorded against them, 3 sentence of transportation and 6 of imprisonment. 13
causes were entered for trial, the majority of which were disposed of in one day, being
quite unimportant.

Address to the King. Monday August 16th.
A county meeting held in the Shire Hall at which it was resolved to present an address of
condolence to the King on the demise of his late Majesty George the Fourth, and to offer
congratulations on the accession of his present Majesty to the throne of these realms.

The address was proposed by Lord Clive in an excellent speech and seconded by J. C
Pelham, Esquire. The meeting was very thinly attended.

Panton Corbett, Esquire. Wednesday August 18th.

The friends and wellwishers of Panton Corbett, Esquire, the unsuccessful candidate in the
late election for the representation of our Borough, being anxious to testify the high [fo.
27r] [IMG_8926] opinion they entertain of his zealous and unremitting attention to his
Parliamentary duties during the eleven years he represented this town in Parliament, and
also of their high esteem of his private character, invited him to a public dinner at the
Talbot Inn, where a very respectable company of upwards of one hundred gentlemen and
tradesmen sat down to a sumptuous entertainment. Edwd. Cludde, Esquire, president.

On the health of the Mayor and Corporation being proposed by Panton Corbett,
Esquire, Mr Uvedale Corbett complimented the prompt and sagacious decisions of the
Mayor and the valuable assistance given to his Worship by other members of the body
corporate and it was the general opinion of the professional gentlemen engaged that there
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was but one case in which that decision was questionable, a fact and compliment which
no former assessor ever received.

Mr Panton Corbett stated that a greater number of burgesses polled for him than were
ever on the side of a previous unsuccessful candidate for this town, all came to the poll
willingly and independently. No influence was used and no votes bought. Vide account of
the speeches etc. which | reported for the Salopian Journal.

[fo. 28r] [IMG_8927]
Irish School Society. Sunday August 22nd.
A sermon was preached at St. Chad’s Church in aid of the Irish School Society by the
Rev. Mr. Bushe from 6 Chap of Deut. 6th & 7th Verse. In expounding the text he pointed
out, first the pattern, or subject proposed, ‘I commend etc exemplifying the leading topics
of that religion which God commands. Secondly he showed the practical influence of the
words which Moses says shall be in thy heart, which he followed by a charge respecting
the parental and domestic instructions of children, and a statement of the condition of the
Irish Schools.

The congregation was unusually small which the collection evinces being only £12
8s. Od.

On Monday 23rd, the Annual Meeting was held in the Town Hall, Thomas Whitmore
Esq. presiding, and which was adjourned until evening when Alderman Cooper took the
Chair. The collections were £13 0s. Od.

Town Address of Condolence to the King. Monday August 23rd.
At a town’s meeting an address of condolence and congratulation to his Majesty was
agreed upon.

The address was proposed by James Loxdale Esq. and seconded by Alderman
Samuel Harley.

[printed text loosely inserted] [IMG_8928]

For the Salopian Journal.

New Church, Castle Foregate, Shrewsbury.

The necessity of additional church accommodation for a population of upwards 3500
persons who inhabit the extensive suburb and vicinity of Castle Foregate, the Old Heath,
and Coton Hill, having been long and generally acknowledged, it was determined at a
meeting of gentlemen, parishioners, and others, held in the vestry of St. Mary’s Church,
on the 26th August 1828, to build a church on a site to be procured in the neighbourhood
of the Castle Foregate, with free sittings for at least two-thirds of the number it may
contain, and to open a subscription for that purpose, which was accordingly commenced,
and proceeded in with much spirited liberality.

The parishioners of St. Mary, desirous also of remedying the inconvenient and
crowded state in which repeated interments resulting from a populous parish for upwards
of one thousand years had rendered the cemetery attached to their church, purchased,
early in 1829, an eligible piece of land, an acre in extent, in the Castle Foregate, for the
twofold purpose of erecting the new church and affording additional burial-ground; and
on the 12th of May in the year last-named the building now under notice was
commenced, and, under active and judicious management, has proceeded so far as to
admit of consecration on Tuesday the 24th ult.

The situation chosen for the church is delightful, as, though nearly at the extremity of
the Castle Foregate, it is seen to advantage from most of the approaches to Shrewsbury;
its western side commands an interesting view of the town — the venerable castle with its
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towers and hoary walls mantled with exuberant foliage, the Royal Free Grammar Schools,
the lofty spires of St. Mary’s and St. Alkmund’s churches, combine to form a pleasing
group; whilst the fine church of St. Chad, backed by distant mountains, stands prominent
in the front. On the northern side is a picturesque dell, the ancient course along which the
majestic Severn once proudly rolled its winding stream; -the eastern prospect being
bounded by the Wrekin and the gentler eminence of Haghmond.

The Church, dedicated to St. Michael, is a respectable building in the Grecian style,
composed of brick with stone dressings. In plan it consists of a tower, nave, side aisles,
and an elliptical recess for the communion; and a vestry within the base of the tower.

The Tower is of three divisions, and rises to the height of seventy feet: the basement is
square, on which rests an octagonal belfry, crowned by a similar one of smaller
dimensions, with a cornice charged with heads, devices, etc. the whole being surmounted
by an angular lead roof and a gilded cross.

The body of the church is in length 70 feet 6 inches, and 40 feet 6 inches in width,
and has a stone plinth, cornice, and parapet; the windows are circular-headed, having an
unbroken stone architrave surrounding them, and are glazed in lead after a peculiar and
neat pattern; the angular exterior or the recess for the communion has a plinth and a
cornice, but terminating under the principal cornice of the building, having a circular-
headed window in each of the three angles.

The Interior is approached by two entrances, north and south, beneath a stone pediment
sustained on ante; and if not splendid in decoration, it has that simplicity which becometh
the HOUSE OF GOD: it possesses, however, one great advantage, in being capable of
comfortably accommodating a congregation of eight hundred persons, six hundred and
twenty of whom may possess free sittings. On the floor are thirty-six pews, the other
portion being free. There are galleries over the north and south aisles, as well as a
spacious one erected at the west end at the expense of the Rev. W.G. Rowland, for the use
of poor children. These galleries are sustained on cast-iron columns, which are also
continued for the support of the roof. The fronts of the galleries are quite plain, having
moulded plinths and capping only.

The ceiling has a good effect, being panelled in large square compartments, and
judiciously coloured. The pulpit, which is octangular, is on the north side of the church;
the reading desk is on the opposite side, and in a corresponding style.

The eastern end is finished by three square panels which will be inscribed according
to the Canon of the Church. — Three windows of splendid stained glass, comprising
Scriptural subjects, from rare and beautiful designs of the ancient masters, are, by the
munificence of the Rev. W.G. Rowland, now in progress; and he has likewise presented a
flagon, two cups, and two patens, for the use of the Communion.

A good peal of six bells will also be placed in the steeple by the time the church is
opened for regular Sabbath Service, which, owing to the interior not being quite
completed, is not expected to take place for a month hence. Upon the whole, the church is
highly creditable to the abilities of the architect, Mr. John Carline, and to the
workmanship of the builders, Messrs. Joseph Birch and Sons; and when we consider that
it was erected at an expense of little more than £2000, criticism is disarmed in the solid
and chaste appearance which it possesses, truly looking

‘As though we owned a God, adored his power, / Revered his wisdom, loved his mercy’

[printed text] [IMG_8929]
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The day of consecration having been (as already stated) fixed for the 24th ult. the church
was filled at an early hour by a most respectable congregation, the west gallery being
reserved exclusively for ladies. — At eleven o’clock the Bishop was received at the gates
of the churchyard by the venerable Archdeacons Butler and Bather, the Rev. William
Gorsuch Rowland, Minister and Official of St. Mary’s, the Rev. T. B. Lutener, and other
clergymen, in their robes. They proceeded to the south door of the church, where a
petition was presented to the Bishop and read, praying that he would consecrate the
church: this being ended, the Bishop, his Chaplains, and the clergy entered the church,
and proceeded up the middle aisle, repeating alternately the 24" Psalm, the Bishop one
verse and the Clergy the other; the Bishop and his Chaplains with Archdeacon Bather
went within the communion space, the Officiating Minister to the reading desk, and the
preacher to a convenient seat near the pulpit. The Bishop then standing up, and turning to
the congregation, read that portion of the consecration service, beginning ‘Dearly beloved
in the Lord’ etc. and being again seated in his chair, had the instrument of donation and
endowment presented and read to him; - after which the regular service of the day was
impressively read by the Rev. W.G. Rowland. The communion service was read by the
Bishop, assisted by the Venerable Archdeacons Bather and Hodson.

After the 100th Psalm (old version) had been sung, the Venerable Archdeacon Butler
delivered an appropriate discourse from the 7th chapter of Acts, the 48th, 49th, and 50th
verses. He showed that the words of his text formed part of the answer made by Stephen
before the High Priest, when he was accused of blasphemy, - proceeding to explain that
the tabernacle in the wilderness was first set up in Shiloh, and removed by David to
Jerusalem, who, considering that he dwelt in a house of cedars, thought it not becoming
that the ark of the covenant of the Lord should remain under curtains. David, therefore,
made ready to build a house, which he considered should be suitable for the dwelling of
the Lord; but the Almighty forbad him, signifying that Solomon should build a house for
the glory of His name. Solomon accordingly built a temple to the Lord with a degree of
magnificence that exceeds our description, and having dedicated it most devoutly with
sacrifices, prayers and peace-offerings, (as recorded in the 8th chapter of the 1st book of
Kings,) a testimony that Solomon’s prayer had been heard was given, by fire coming
down from Heaven, and the glory of the Lord filling the house, so that the priests could
not enter in.

The Reverend Archdeacon then noticed that the Temple is generally considered to
have been the only edifice erected for the worship of God in the land of Palestine until the
return of the Jews from captivity, after which synagogues began to be built; yet, though
they had no public buildings for such service, it is considered probable that they had
assemblies called prayer houses, and that they assembled under the shade of spreading
oak or palm trees; - since Joshua has said, ‘Behold this stone shall be a witness’ — and
under such as Deborah sat when she judged Israel. It is not, however, to be supposed that
the priests would let the people be ignorant, - each family possessing an instructor in its
head; - besides these, there were schools for the Prophets, their office being not altogether
confined to future events, but to exhort and set forth God’s word — to stir up the people to
a performance of their duty by continually reminding them of it, being either settled
ministers or itinerant preachers. Still this chosen people of God, though led by his holy
servant Moses, and warned by the Prophets, lapsed into the grossest idolatry of the
heathen nations, until synagogues were built in the land.

In reference to Jerusalem, the learned Preacher remarked, that in its utmost extent it
is only four miles in circumference, containing about 30,000 inhabitants, though it is
described by Josephus as being in ancient time four times greater in population, and still
more during the great Religious Festival, there being one million two hundred thousand
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persons said to have perished on the destruction of that city, at which period there were
500 synagogues besides the Temple. And whilst we are grateful that we live in a Christian
land, where the light of truth has shone in its brightest effulgence for three hundred years,
let us hope that light may continue to shine, and that whatever mischiefs Infidelity may
plot, or enthusiastic zealots execute, loyalty may prevail, and the knowledge of the word
of God increase, to promote which we cannot do better than provide convenient places of
worship.

The Archdeacon here adverted to the bad practice of pews being used in the churches
of this country, a custom little known to other nations, and by which church
accommodation is much infringed upon; nor could he believe that it was a spirit of dissent
or hostility that kept many away from the church, but an idea among the more wealthy of
not wishing to intrude into the seats of others, and of a belief among the poor that there
was no accommodation for them. To the exertions of the Commissioners and the
Incorporated Society we are, however indebted for having provided 400,000 sittings,
250,000 of which are free. At the same time he mentioned a striking fact, that although
we have no means of knowing exactly the population of Shrewsbury at the time of the
Reformation, yet we might fix it at somewhere near 7000, when there were the present
number of churches, with four large priory churches and eight chapels. In 1695, it was
7383, with the present five churches; in 1750, 8141; in 1821, 18,000, and this with only
the five churches. The necessity, therefore, of increasing church accommodation in this
town was obvious to every reflecting mind; and that the building now erected might well
be filled was his earnest hope, as well as that it might be supported by a faithful minister
who will dwell on the great practical truths of Christianity — the love of Christ — the duties
of repentance and submission to the Divine Will — and the importance of truth, honesty,
and sobriety in our dealings with mankind. It is also necessary, he observed, that there be
docile hearers, attending in a spirit of humility and holy fear, so that they may receive
with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save their souls. The preacher
particularly urged the young who may attend this church to regard the instruction given;
because those who have contributed to the completion of this work have not sought their
own advantage; and though it is necessary that they who preach the gospel should live by
the gospel, it is not the desire of the Minister of this church to enrich himself, but to
bestow his labours for the benefit of his Christian brethren.

In conclusion, he warned those that have the opportunity now afforded them, not to
neglect the means of salvation that will be set before them on every sabbath in this
modest and unpretending building, but to purify their hearts by the inspiration of that
Holy Spirit which would guide them into all peace.

The sermon being ended, the Bishop and the Clergy proceeded to the churchyard,
where the sentence of consecration was read, and the Bishop concluded by the usual
prayer on such occasions. The spectators then dispersed; but the Bishop and the Clergy
returned to the church, and partook of the Holy Sacrament.

In concluding these observations on the Consecration of the New Church in Castle
Foregate, we would remark, that if the Christian Religion has a tendency to promote the
happiness of mankind, and if Public Worship is admirably adapted to accomplish that
design — positions that we think will be readily granted — it must be a source of
gratification to know that the erection of this edifice in a populous suburb hitherto very
dimly illumined with Christian light, was begun in a spirit of unanimity, and has
proceeded throughout without the slightest opposition or dissension of the parishioners;
and if this favourable result was occasioned by the indefatigable exertions of the zealous
Minister of the Parish, it forcibly demonstrates that good understanding which should at
all times subsist between a Pastor and his Flock, whereby a solid foundation is laid for a
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superstructure conducive to the promotion of true religion, and strikingly illustrative of
that portion of Holy Writ, which says “Let your light so shine before men that they, seeing
your good works, may glorify God’.

H. PIDGEON September 1 1830

[fo. 29r] [IMG_8930]
Tuesday August 24th. St. Michael’s Church in the Castle Foregate consecrated.
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[The remainder of the volume is blank and unpaginated.]
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